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The E-DiT-oR to the. JR. e a d e r. 

THE high reputation Dr. Hen- 
ry Moai obtained fhr eminent 
learmng and piety, tn that religious age 
in which he flourifhedy gave the editor 

f* round to Ijope, thai this new edition of 
is. Divine Dialogues would be very 
acceptable to the better pH of readers 

Jn this age ^ and could' give offence to 
nonr. "He was jiijlly renowned far 
great piety, and purity of manners, dur^ 
ing. the whole courfe of his life. He 
was fellow xfChriJfs College in Gaiiir 
bridge during the civil wars, , and]affer 
the reftoration: and his works continued 
Infuchhigh^ reputation, long after his 
deceafe, , that certain gentUmen of great 
[piety and liberality generoufly vontr'imted 
to have a colUBioh of Us. Theological 
and Thilofaphical'WGrkIs tranjlated into 
.Ejiglifti, and printed in two volttmes in 
fdio, in the reign of^icen Anne yand 
were timght to have by this means done 
great firvice Jo religion:], His Did^ 
hgufs are deemed noi inferior' to any cf 

' his.works^ [either in the goodnefr (fthk 

ar dH^ 
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^fig^9 ertbe juftnefs cf teif&imgy ^ 

flje .^fi^ ' is h ^JioHiJh th^ gfami 

/ounddtioHS of all religion^ the beings nnd 

t»^4l perfe.^hhsof/GOjy^ and to i)!^^ 

dmte his ^rmtdencein the permijji^. 

ijfevH naturiii and jn^l^^iL "The feih 

Jonin^s 'urc: much the fame, luft^ tkfe 

infijiedon hy thtgnateji author s\ 'hth 

ancient and modern ; and the agreeable 

, tnunner of delivet^iitg them is in a *oer^ 

mturcd dialogue^ fnana^ed }ya ^fiei^ 

. ^eharaBet^yVerr ti/eU P^aintdini^d thrf 

the.nvhple tonverjatjdn ; . mixed i&itb 4-^ 

hundoM hwmour andpledfantrjy fuch df^ 

hov/e!ver now a Utile antiquated^ 'mill 

pleqfeufl thai can reKfh the f^amei's df 

Either ages as well as. iheirgvimj am 

banjefopte other Jtandard of^alitetieff 

. than ihe ufual chat and wit ^ dan tno- 

dern drawing-roemsy coffee-houfes^ m^ 

^^lay-hmfis^ ""Tis enough to^ftifyil^ 

-edittiry that eur author is never mett^ 

ti&t^d without expreffictns ofejleeni at(i 




snd that eveti the. /ingenious .Eat I of 

. " . Shafts* 




^tsmth^if 



imlti9phj^(Hdm^ rifikting ta Air 

m pfemwr imnes^mk^ Sir JiktacHtw^ 

"hnerd't^/mhejlh^^fm^ IV; 

•McyRE; ^ "wjU-fnth madtns he^fwf^ 
frizetfj t/jit^h fhe infamy tftrue na^ 
)turvf "^bii^f^ simmg ww Brimtiv 

,ii(fimkiiijhe if^fifi th^rwhiwifie^l ^ 

tgr Jft^ m&re ofth^things $kan mtr^ 

fttpfts in ^tat4iral>kmra^esg€ was refifi^ 

jts to afhei^ tedierr (^ ff»)d jud^ 

-j^ltiss 



,.iv * 

Jkultiel(^mitaphy{ichtft\the diiH 
logue, they v^ill Jmd interfper^^^^ 
beautiful jufireafonings^ ea^ u^ apr- 
.prehen^} and, m thejficond and third 
.di(do£ue^^ 'tis hoped^ they will find (h- 
bundoHjl phajure and entertainment^ as 
Tpellas ufeful inftr^Qiofk, They will . 
eafilyfee the conftant friendly intention 
timmrd Chrifiianity^ to, warn men a- 
gainft the corruptions^ depravations^ and 
Abides of, that divine inftitution^ and to 
remove^ as far as 'tis* pojfible for our 
^weak underfiandings^ the'\ objeSions 
Mhich have given toe great eft perplexity 
Jo inquifitive and ferious minds in all ages. 
- Tojome editions^ of tbefe three dia- 
kguesy a fourth and fifih are Jiibjoined^; 
bnty as thefe werefeparatelypublijhed 
•hy the author^ and arfs upon fubjeSs 
fuite different^ vi?» . the explication cf 
Jome ob/cure parts of the prophetick ' 
books J particularly y /^^ Re velation ^ // ^ 
VMS not thought proper to fubjoin them. \ 
TJ^e editor fincerely v/ijhes thefe dia^ 1 
logues he has re-publifl)ed may continue i 
to ferve the pious and ^uforthy- inten-- \ 
4ion of the aufhoir^ in promoting true 

JLeugion flW Virtue. 
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D I A L G U JE I. 

PH1L0THEU5, BaTHYNOUS, SOPHRON, 

Philopoljs, Euistor, Hyloba- 
res, cvphophron. 

I. The preference of Virtue and affurancc of an 
happy Immortality before the pleafures and 
grandeur of this piefent world. 

C# rpHRJCE welcome, O Philo- 
X thcus, who have brought a- 
'ong with you two fuch defirable aflbci* 
^tcs as Bathynous and Sophron. Will you 
pkafc to make a ftep up into the garden ? 
fhilofh. With all our hearts/ There is 
nothing more pleafant thefe fummer-cvcn- 
iftgs than the cool open air. And PU 
aflure you it is very frclh here, and the 
profpe6l very delightfome. 

B CupL 
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2 (y GaD^s AttJiibutes. 

Cuj^h. Methinks I envy greatncfs for 
nothing fo mucH as their magnificent 
houfes, and their large gardens and walks, 
their quarters contrived into elegant knots 
adorned with the moft beautiful flowers, 
their fountains, cafcades and ftatues-; that 
1 might be in a more fplendid capacity of 
entertaining my friends. This would be to 
me no fmall prclibation; of the joys of pa- 
radife here upon earth. 

Philoth. For my part, Cuphophron, I 
think he need envy no-body who has his 
heart full fraught with the love of God, 
and his mind eftabliflied in a firm belief of 
that unfpeakable happinefs that the vir- 
tuous and pious foul enjoys in the other 
ftate amongft the fpirits ofjtift men ma4e 
perfeSl. The firm oelief of this in an in- 
nocent foul is fo high a prclibation of thofc 
eternal joys, that it equalizes fnch an 
one's happinefs, if he have but the ordina- 
ry conveniences of life, to that of the grea- 
teft potentates. Their diflference in exter- 
nal fortune is as little confiderable as a fe- 
midiameter of the earth in two mcafurcs of 
the higheft heaven, the one taken from the 
furface of the earth, the other from its cen- 
ter: the difprpporuoo you know is juft no- 
thing, 

Ctfph. It is fo. 

Philoth. 



O/' God's Attributes. 5 

Philoth. And for gratifying your friends; 
they that arc in a capacity of being truly 
fuch, arc as fully wcU-fatisfy d with your or- 
dinary entertainment, as If you were maflcr 
of the fortunes of princes. Bcfidcs that it 
would be hazardous to yourfclf to live in that 
afFefted fplendour you fpeak of, as it is ncn 
altogether fafe to aifeft it. For both the 
defire and enjoyment of external pomp 
docs natm'ally blind the eyes of the mind, 
and attempts the ftifiing of her higher and 
more heavenly operations, engages the 
tlioughts here below, and hinders thofe me- 
ditations that carry the foul to an anticipa- 
tory view erf thofe eternal glories above. 

Cufb. What you fay, Philothcus, may 
be, and may not be : thcfc things are as 
they are ufcd. But I muft confefs I think 
worldly fortunes arc moft frequently abu- 
fcd, and that there is a danger in them : 
Vrhich makes mc the more contented with 
Ac Hate I am in. 

Philoth. And fo you well may be, Cu- 
phophron : for tho' you will not admit you 
five fplendldly, yet it cannot be denied 
hut that you live neatly and elegantly. 
For fuch are the beds and alleys of this lit- 
tle fpot of ground : and fuch alfo that ar- 
hour, if the iniidc be as neat as the out- 
fidc. 

B 2 Cuph. 
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4 O/ Gob's Attributes. 

Cuph. That you may quickly fee, Phi- 
lotheus. 

Philoth. All very handfomc, table, cu» 
fhions, feats and' all. 

II. The defcription of Hylobares his genius, and 
of Cuphophron's entertainments in his philofcK 
phical bowrc. 

Ctiph. Here I love to cnteitain my 
friends with a frugal collation, a cup of 
wine, a difh of fruit and a manchet : the 
reft they make up with free difcourfes in 
philofophy. And thisvwill prove your gre a- 
tcft entertainment now, Philotheus, ifPhi- 
lopolis, Euiftor and Hylobares were comc# 

Soplr. Noentertaihtnent oeltoi* afay-" 
■where than a frugal table, and free and in- 
genuous difcourfe. But I pray you, Cupho- 
phron, who is that Hylobares? Is it he who 
IS fo much famed for holding, Tliat there 
is nothing but hod;^ or matter in the world; 
that there is nothmg jujl or unjujl in its 
own nature; That all pleafures are alike 
honeft, tho' it be never fo unaccountable 
a fatisfa^lion of either a man's cruelty or 
his luft ? ^ 

■ Cuph. Ono, It is not he. For I verily be- 
lieve I know who you mean, tho' it never 
was yet my fortune to be in his company, 
and I leaft of all defire it now. For he is a 
pcrfon very inconvCrfable, and, as they 

fay. 
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faj^, an imperious dictator of the principles 
of vicCy and impatient of all difpute and 
contxadi<5lion. But this Hylobarcs is quite 
of another genius and extra(5Hon; one that 
is as great a ntoralift on this fide rigour 
and feve^ity of life, as he is a ntaterialij}^ 
and of a kind and friendly nature. 

Bath. That is not incredible : for I fee 
no reafon why a foul that is infortunatcly 
ixmnerfed into this material or corporeal 
difpenfation may not in the main be as fo- 
lid a moralift as a mathematician. For the 
chief points of morality are no lefs depion- 
ftrable than mathematicks\ nor is the fub- 
tilty greater in moral theorems than in ma- 
thematicaU 

Sophr. In my mind it is a fign of a great 
deal of natural integrity and inbred noble* 
nefs of fpirit, tfiat maugre the heavinefs of 
his complexion that thus ftrongly bears him 
down from apprehending fo concerning 7f/^- 
fapbyjical truths, yet he retains fo vivid 
rcfentments of the more folid morality. 

Pbilotb. That wUl redound to his grea- 
ter joy and happinefs, whenever it jQiall 
pleafe God to recover Hs foul into a clear- 
er kno\;^ledge of himfelf. For even moral 
honejiy itfclf is part of the law of God, and 
an adumbration of the diyine life. So that 
when regeneration has more throughly il-. 

B 3 luminated 



6 0/ God's Atth.ibxjtes. 
luminatcd his underftanding, I doubt not 
but that he will fall into that pious admi- 
ration and fpcech of the ancient Patriarch, 
^ Verily God tuns in this place ^ and Iknetv 
it not. Wherefore thole that are the true 
lovers of God hiuft be friendly and loving- 
ly difpofed towards all his appearances, and 
bid a kind welcome to the firft dawnings 
of that diviner light. 

Cuj(>b. But beiides the goodnefs of his 
difpofition, he has a very fmart wit, and is 
a very flirewd difputant in thofc points 
himfelf feems moft puzzled in, and is there- 
in very dexterous in puzzling others, if 
they be not through-paced fpeculators in 
thole great theories. 

Sofhr. If he have fo much wit added to 
his iincerity, his cafe is the more hopeful. 

Cuph. What he has of either, you will 
now fuddenly have the opportunity to ,cx- 
perience yourfelves : for I fee Philopolis 
and the reft coming up into the garden. I 
will meet them, and bring them to- you. 
Gentlemen, you are all three welcome at 
once, but moft of all Philopolis, as being 
the greateft ftranger. 

Philop. I pray you, Cuphophron, is Phi- 
lotheus and the reft of his company come? 

Cupb. That you fhall ftraighrw^ay fee, 
when you come to the arbour. 

♦ G Jn, xxviii. I 6. Fhilotb. 
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Philop. Gentlemen, we are very well 
met. I am afraid v/e have made you ftay 
for us. • 

Pbilotb. It was more fitting that we 
fliould (lay for Philopolis, than he fixr us. 
But we have been here but a little while. 

Cuph. A very little while indeed ; but 
now our company is doubled, fo little will 
be twice as little again. I am very much 
tranfportcd to fee my little arbour ftored 
with fuch choice guefts. But that mine 
own worthlefnefs fpoils the conceit, I could 
think our company parallel to the feven 
wife men of Greece. 

Hyl. I warrant the Septenary will be 
henceforth much more facred to Cupho- 
phron for this day's meeting. 

Cupb. The Senary at leaft. 

HyL You are fo tranfportcd with the 
plcafurc of the prefence of your friends, 
O Cuphophron, that you forget to tell me 
how welcome they are. 

Cupb. That is foon recounted. I fent 
into my arbour juft before Philotheus came 
this difli of fruit, and this wine, the beft, I 
hope, in all Athens^, and I begin to Philo- 
polis, and bid you now all welcome at once. 

HyL You was very early in your provi- 

Son, Cuphophron. 

Cuph 
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Cuph I did early provide for our pri- 
vacy, that there might be no need of any- 
body's coming here but ourfelves. 

Ayl; A large entertaiiuoient. 

Gj^L I keep touch both with my pro- 
mifo to Philopolis and with my own ulual 
frugality in thefe kind of collations : and 
yet, Hylobares, you have no caufc to 
complain ; you have to gratify all your 
five fen£es. Here h another glals, tafte this 
wine. 

HyL It is very good, Cuphophron, and 
has an e^ifcellent flaveur. 

CupL There's to gatify your tafte then, 
Hylobares, befides ftie delicacy of thefe 
ripe fruit, which recreate alfo the noftrils 
with their aronxatick fcent ; as alfo does 
the fweet fmell of the eglantines and^ho^ 
ncy-fucklcs that cover my arbour. 

Hyl. But what is there to gratiiy the 
touch, Cuphophron? 

Cujph. Is there any-thing more delicious 
to the touch than the fbft, cool evening- 
uir^ that fans itfidf through the leaves of 
the arbour, and cools our blood, -whichL 
youth and the feafbn of the year have o^ 
vermuch heated ? 

HyL Nothing that I know of; nor any- 
thing more pleafant to the fight than the 
f*ces of fo many ingenuous friends met 

. together 
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together, whofe candour and faithfulneft 
is confpicuous in their very eyes and coun- 
tenances. 

Cupk. Shame take you, Hylobarcs, you 
have prevented me: jt is the very conceit 
and due complement I was ready to utter 
and beflow upon this excellent company. 

Hyl. It feems good wits jump, and nunc 
the nimbler of the two. But what have you 
to gratify the ear, Cuphophron ? 

C$ijf>b. Do you not hear the pleafant 
notes of the birds both in the garden and 
on the bowrc? and if you diink meanly of 
tbb mufick, I pray you give us a caft of 

yoiir fkiil^ «fid pky us a leflbn dh yo« 

%ellet. 
Hyl. Upon condition you will dafice to it, 
Sbphr. I dire fay Pnilopolis thinks us 
Athenians very merry fouls. 

Pbilop. Mirth and cheoi^RilnofS) O So* 
}ton, are but the d^e reward of iimocen- 
cy of life; which, if any-whete, I believe, 
is to be found in your matmer of living, 
^ho do not quit the world out of any hy- 
pcrijy^fuUennefsy tftfuftrJHfibn^ but out 
of a fincere loVe of true knowledge and 
virtue. But as for the pretty warbling of 
the birds, or that greater ikill of Hyloba- 
rcs on the flagellet, I muft take the li- 
berty to profcfs, that it is hot that kind of 

muiick 
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muiick that will gain my attention at this 
time, when I fee fo many able and know- - 
ing perfons met together ; but the purfu- 
*nce of fonie Saftruftivc argument freely 
and indifferently managed for the finding 
out of the truth. Nothing fo muiical to my 
ears as this. 

' Cuph. Nor, I dare fay, to any of this 
company, Philopolis. 

Philop. But I am the more eager, bc- 
caufe I would not lofe fo excellent an op- 
portunity of improving my knowledge. 
For I never met with the like advantage 
before, nor am likely again to meet wuh 
it, unlefs I meet with the fame compaiiy. 

Cufh. We are much obliged to you lot 
your good opinion of us, Philopolis, But 
you full little think that you muft be the 
beginner of the difcourfc youffelf. 

« 

ni. Philqpolis his queries touching the Idx^om of 
G«d» together with his finoefe porpofe of pro- 
pofing them. * - 

PhiU Why fo, Cuphophron ? 
Cufb. For it is an ancient and unalter^ 
able cuflpm of this place, that in our phi- 
lofophical meetings he that is the greateft 
fhangcr muft propound the argument. Whe- 
ther this cuftom was begun by our ancef- 
. tors out of an ambition of fhewing their ex- 
temporary ability of fpcaking upon any 

fubjca, 
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fubjc(5l, or yrhethey out of mere civility 
to the ftranger, I know not. 

Pbilop. I believe it was the latter, I am 
fo fesifible of the advantage thereof, and 
do not only embrace, but, if need were^ 
ihould. claim the privilege, now I know 
it ; but ihall ufe it with that modefty, as to 
cxcufc the choice of my argument, if it 
ihall appear rather a point of religion than 

philofophy. For rf^ligirvn is fhr hitcreft of 

all, but philofophy of thofe only that arc 
at leifure, and vacant from the affairs of the 
world. 

Pbiloth; Let not that trouble you Fhilo- 
polis : for, for my part, I look upon the 
Chriflian religion rightly underftood to be 
the deepeft and the choiceft piece of phi- 
lofophy that is. 

Philof. I am glad to hear you fay fo, 
Philotheus ; for then I hope the argument 
I <ha1^ pitch upon will not appear over-un- 
fuitable. It is toucliing the kingdom of 
God. 

Cuph. Philopolis hath both gratifj^'d 
Philotlieus, and mod exquifitely fitted mm- 
fclf in the choice of his argument, his^ge- 
nius and aiFairS being fo notedly* political. 
It muft be a very comprehenfive argument, 
in which religion^ philofophy and policy do 
fo plainly confphc. 

Philoth 
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Phihth. It muft, indeed. But what are^ 
the Queries you would propofe touching 
the kingdom of God, O Philopoli$ ? 

Philop. They are chiefly thcfe. Firft, 
Ji^hat the kingdom of God is. Secondly, 
When it began, and ivhere it has been or 
is norw to be found. Thirdly, JVhat fro- 
refs it hath made hitherto in the -world. 

aftly, JVIm fuecefs it is likely to have to 
the end of all ^Amt^x, . 

Philath. Thefe arc grand queftions in- 
deed, Philopolis,infomuch that I am migh- 
tily furprifcd that fo weighty and profound 
Qyeries fliould come from a perfon that is 
fb continually taken up with aflfairs <^thc 
world. 

Cufh. I dare pawn my life that the noife 
of thc^i^A monarchy y or the late plaufiblc 
foimd o£fetting Jefus Chrift in his throne^ 
did firft excite Philopolis to fcarch after 
thefe myfteries. 

jPWfo/i&.Iamnotfocuriousto enquire in- 
to the firft occafions of Philopolis his fcarch 
after thcfe things, as follicitous for what 
end heiK)W fo eagerly enquires after them. 
For it is a great and general error in man- 
kind, thaf they think all their acquifitions 
arc of right for themfclves, whether it be 
power, or riches, or wifdom, and conceit 
they arc no farther obliged than to fortify 

or 
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or adorn thcmfelvcs with them : whenas 
they are in truth mere depofitums^ put in- 
to their Imnds hy proyidence for the com- 
mon good ; fo that it were better they had 
tkem not, than not to ufe them faithfully 
. and Gonfcicncioully to that end : for they 
bring the greater fnare upon their own 
heads by fuch acquired abilities, and make 
thcnifelves obnoxiouis to the greater con- 
demnation, unlefs they ufe them, as Ifaid, 
as the depofaums of (yod, not to their own 
pride 9^ li^dfl, but to tM common good of. 
^cJsurch^ of their prince^ and of thfcir 
country. 

Phihp. I acknowledge that to be ex- 
ceeding true, Philotheus. And next to 
thofe ere they obnoxious that craftily de- 
cline the acquifition of any power or know- 
ledge, that they may not run the rifqucs 
of fortune in witnefling to the truth, or af- 
fifiing the public concern : which hypo- 
crifie I being aware of, am fo far from be- 
ing difcouraged, that my zeal is the more 
eciidndled after important truths, that I 
may the more faithfully and effeftually 
fcrve God and my prince in my generati- 
on, tho' with the hazard of all that I have. 

Euiji. Which he has once already more 
than hazarded in the caufc of his Sovereign, 
bc'fidcs the hazard pf his life in five or fix 

C bloody 
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bloody battels. But I hope he will never 
have the occaiion of running that hazard- 
again* 

Philoth. O admired Philopolis^ y <ra am^ 
of a right faithful and upright fpirit^Tcrify* 
I have not difcovcred more trUe virtue^o* 
noblenefs, no tu>t in tke moft^ famous p&i'^ 
lofophi^al focictics. 

Philop. I love to feel myfelf of an ex- 
prcfs and fettled judgment andaflfe<3ion ia^ 
things of the greateft moment ; and nothing; 
I think, csm be of greater than the ^Smm 
of the kingdom of God, to know whoam^ 
more properly and peculiarly his pcoplbj 
that my heart may be joined with them, 
where-ever they are difcoverable m tte 
world, and my hand may relieve them to^ 
the utmoft extent of the aiftivityof my nw- 
row fphere. For it feems to me both a v©» 
ry ignoble and tedious condition, to be 
blown about with every wind of do£Mne - 
or tranfitory Intereft, and not to ftiok v^< 
that wherein as man^s lofs proveth his grea?- 
teft gain, and death itfdf a tranflation in» 
etemal life and glory. 

IV. Hylobares*s interpoCd of his queries.: Rrft; 
touching the exifknee of G^^ and Dmne^{vo«' 

vidcncc. 

HyL This were an excellent temper in 
Philojpolis indeed, to be^ thus refolved, if 

he 



i^ were furc aot to fall (hort in his ac- 
count. 

Sopir. But fuppofe he was not furc, fee- 
ing he ventures fo little for fo great a ftake, 
I think his temper is ftill very iingularly 
.excellent and commendable. 

Pii/oib. But what needs any fuch fup- 
Ipofidon, O Sophron ? for as fure as there 
is a Grod and a providence, fuch a fmglc- 
minded foul as Philopolis will after this 
Jife prove a glorious citizen of heaven. 

Hyi. I am fVdly of your opinion,© Phi- 
lothcus, that Philopolis his future happi- 
tie& is lis fitreas the exiftence of God and 
dhriite providence. But the aflurance of 
thcfe has hitherto feemed to me very un- 
certain ^uid obfcure : whence, according 
to right method, we Ihould clear that point 
&fl:. For there can be no kingdom of God, 
if God himfelf be not, or if his providence 
icach not to the government of the uni- 
verfe, but things be left to blind chance 
or fate. 

Philop. For my port, gentlemen, I could 
never yet call fuch truths into doubt, tho* 
Hylobircs has divers times attempted to 
diflcttle me at my houfe near the other A- 
theas, where fometimes he gives me the 
honour of a vifit. But all his reafonings 
hare feemcd to mt fophiftical knots or 

tricks 
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doubt but that it is the effeft of fomc ift- 
telle6lual agent. 

Philoth. Wherefore wherever wc find 
frequent and repeated indications of purfu- 
ing ikilfully a defign, we muft acknowledge 
fomeintelhgent being the caufe thereof. 

Hyh We muft fo. 

Philoth. But what a fnuU fcroU and how 
few inftances of purfumg a defign is thdjre 
^ in that treatife ot Archimedes^ b compari- 
fon of the whole volume of nature, wheyc- 
in, as in Archimedes, every leading de- 
monftration to the main upfliot of All(which 
1$ the proportion betwixt the fphere and 
cylinder) is a pledge of the wit and reafoa 
of that mathematician^ fo the feveral fub- 
ordinate natures in the world (which arc 
in a naanner in£nite) bear confpicuouily in 
them a deiign for tne beft, and therefore 
are a cloud of witneffefs tbat there is a di- 
vine a^id intelleftual principle under all? 

VI. Several infiaiiccs of that general arj^ument* 

' HyL This is better undcrftood hy in- 
ftances, Philotfaeus. 

Philoth. It is. And I wiH inftamce hx the 
mtatieft firft, I mean, in the moil loofe and 
general ftrokes of the ikill of that great 
Geometrician, ais Plutarch f<»newhereealls 
th^ Deity. As ia the nature of gravity^ 

which 
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vriith ptedpHttes. thkk tervefiikl ^ptm 
iawxw^xA dtrcm^ both atr tnd iwnter^ 
without wiuch power ito betfts nor fowls 
could live Jippii the ctrdi ,or in the lur^ 4iit 
aad fihh -wodd f o 4ov into tbek mou^ 
jmd flop their breath; nor eotild fifliet fuk- 
fift in die igrater. 2. In that %oiig tug t- 
jgainit over-much baring tjie fabtileft mal- 
tcr to thefe lower tegioni, that thkmer c- 
Ijpment being difproporuonated to the luga 
of ciilicr Wrds or bcafts ; as is to be more 
My nnderftood in tfejfe excdknt experi- 
ments of the air-pump. 3. In the ^arallc- 
fifm and the due proportionated inclinatioa 
of the ms of the earth, and the latitude of 
^e Moon from the acquator. 

Hyl. I cannot deny but thattSiefe laws ale 
better than if thin^ had been oiherwife. 

Piilatb. 4. The co^rtrir ance oi the cartSi 
hxto hUls and %itig» and tiycrs, mio quar- 
nesofftoneandmetall: is mot all this lor 

tbcbeft? 

Hyh I eonccire h xs. 

fbilotk. And what think you of land 
sndfea? whenas all might 'haY« beenquag- 

nurc? 

Hyl. That alfo is for the beft. For on 
it depends the plcafure and profit of navi* 
gation. Relides that the fca is the fouiitala 

of moiRutc that adiwiuft ws to the fpiing« 

under- 
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underneath, as the fprrngs lupply the. ri- 
vers above-ground, and fo imitate the cir- 
culation of the blood in man's body. 

Pbilotb. Caft your eye alfo upon the va- 
riety of herbs and trees, their beauty, their 
virtue and manifold ufcfuUiefs, the contri- 
vance of their feed for propagation ; and 
conjCder if all be not for the bcft. 

Hyl It would require an age to purfue 
thefe things. 

Pbilotb. Well then, let us for brevity's 
fake confider only the feveral kinds of ani- 
mals : which, befide the ufefulnefs of fome 
of them efpecially and more appropriately 
to, mankind, (as the dog and the horfe for 
fervices, and oxen and iheep for his food) 
their e^ctemal ihapes are notorioufly ac- 
commodated to that law or guife of life 
that nature has defigned them ; as in gene- 
ral the birds for flying, the fifli for fwim- 
ming, and the beads for running on the 
ground ; the external frame and covering 
of their bodies arc exquifitely fitted for 
thefe purpofes. \Befides, what alfo is very 
general, that contrivance of male and fe- 
male for propagation, and that notable dif^ 
ference of fiflics and birds being oviparous, 
that there might be the more full fupply 
for that great havock that would be nccef- 
farily made upon thefe kind of creatures 

by 
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by their devoniing enemies. To thefe 
you may add the inAih^l of birds in build- 
mg their ' nefts and fitting on their eggs ; 
the due number and pofitimi of the organs 
of fenfe and peculiar armatures of creatures, 
with the infiifift df u£ng them: that thofe 
fowls that frequent thi waten, «nd only 
wade, have as well long legs as long necks; 
and thofe that ate made for fwiminig hare 
feet like oars : and that no birds have paps, 
as beafls have. All which things, and infi- 
nite more, do plainly argue the accuracy 
of defign in their framing. ~ 

HyL Things are, I imuft confefs, as if 
they were plainly defigned'to be fo. 

Pbiloth. But to put an end to thefe iflf 
(lances, which, as you faid, a whole age 
«wo}4d not fuffice to enumerate; the in- 
ward anatotny and ufe of iparts in many 
thoufand kinds of animals is as fure ^ dq- 
monftraition of a rery-curiouily-C.ontrived 
defign in each of thele animal's bodies, as 
the feveral figures and demontoations in 
the above-named book of Archimedes are 
of the writer's purpofe of concluding the 
truth of each propofition to which thc;y ap- 
pertain. That in Man's body is notoriousi. 
The fabrick of the eye, its. fafe and ufe- 
ful fituation, the fuperaddition of m]i4cle$, 
and the admirable contrivrace of the flefh 

of 
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aI" yif H^hok body in a mismtt Into 
fidCtbfkl lorgKioizaidoAf fhofe ofthe ^saxjxG. 
%eeckaadimgkg; the induftrious pe 
xatioQ fif tbe ttadoas 43f the fecond jain 
fcothofibgers snditoes^ aadthedcewi 
jof the taidiim of the tiurd jomts throu 
jthem; tiie Yentticks of the heait and 
i»jdymlm^ sz ^fo the ivdyuU of the vekis 
titt fabnck of the&, and the appairenti j-dse* 
^f^eduTe of them, and of m thoufand mopc^ 
not only in xoan, luit analc^cally in tfaej 
feA of .animals, ace as certam a pledge e£ 
the exiftelice of a^God, as any voice <m 
timtlngthatjconmns inch fpecimens of re^ 
fon as are in Archimedes Hs treatife are Utti 
argament of the exigence of fome man ofl 
oagel that mud: %c the anthor of them. 

HyU Tbe weight of I'eafoti and chc v^ 
liemcnoe of 3%ilothetts luszealdoes for tlic' 
^pt^fetit bear me down into this belief whe» 
thet I win or no. For I eafily feel the force 
of his arguing from thefe few hints^having 
pcrufed the lateft treatifes of this fubjed, 
and being fufficiently verfed in anatomi- 
cal hiftory ; which, 1 mull confefs, urges 
-upon me, more effectually than any-thing, 
•the exiftence of <3rod. 

PinJ^b. Which belief, methinks, ycu 
ftould neTer be able to ftaggcr in, if you 

coQlider dut in tht(c in&utc luods of Ht- 

ing 



U9-ci!ca£iires, none of tfaem are nade foo« 
ji&ly or ineptly, no not fe much m thofe 
dust 2SSC g^dered of ptitm&ftioii. Sa diae 
yoa ha^T^ infinke^ caRunpies of a fVedd^ 
and pw^emptory aiSting aecordiiig to ikilf 
ts^ dofigti^ and abundant aiflurance' tha^ 
tkefe things cannot come to pafs b3^thcfor-' 
tRitcnKs jmnblibg'of the part& of the matter.. 

ym TliBt necefikiy ctu&lky in thebUnd matter 
cairdoB8>litdetow»dtthv orderly efedf iA.ni^ 
tweaft^ the fortuitous iambic^ cKeicoR 

Jj^Z. No, Fhilotheus,. they cannot; Bit 
tUo' they be not the refults of fuch.fbmii- 
terns cawfes^ why may theynot be the e£ 
feds^ of neceffiiry (mes, Imea% ofthen& 
teStry meelunicai la^ of the motioni of 
matter i Ac a line ptoponionally cut,, if 
die g^eator fegment fabtenda an ifofceUs 
\pJiofe ^fir/reach of them are eqtial to the 
whole line^ each angle at the hafts will ne^ 
ceffm-il^ be doable to that: of the Wff^jr. 
And this- wail be the necefiary property of • 
tins: triangle; 

PbUmk. Bhtwhat'Aocsthis prove, when* 
as there: is no ncccffity in the matter that 
any line ihoxild be fo cnt, or, if it were, 
that any two lines>of equal length with the 
iwtoie jflbimld clap in> with the greater feg- 
ment to make fuch a triangle, much lefs to 
infcnbra:guinquangle into, a circle, or that 

the 
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the motion of the matter ihould frame an 
escaft ic€faedrum or dodecaedruthy "whofe i 
fabrick much depends on this proportiotiai i 
feAion of a line, as jroumay fee m Euclid f 
And yet there is a more multifarious artiji 
fice in the ftru^re of the meaneft animals ^ 
I. tell thee,Hylobares, there is nothing nc- : 
ceflarily in matter that looks like an mtel- J 
le^lual contrivance. For why Ihould blind 
neceflity do more in this kind than fluflu- 
ating chance i or whaf can be the motion 
of blind neceffity but peremptory and per-, 
petual fluftuation? No, the neceflary and ;| 
immutable property of fuch a triangle as 
thou haft defcribed, }^ith fiich a hafis and * 
fuch a crura^ is in thy own mind or intel- 1 
left,. which cannot but conceive every tri- 
angle fo made to have fuch a property of 
angles, becaufe thy mind is the image of 
the eternal and immutable intelleftof God. 
But the matter is lubricous and fluid^ and 
has no fuch intelle^lual and iknmutable . 
laws in it at all, but is to be guided and * 
governed by that which is intelle6hial. 

Hyl.l mean as Cartejiius means and pro- -] 
feffes, that the mechanical Deduction of 
caufes in the explication of the fbanome- . 
na of the world is as clofe and neceflary as ' 
mathematical fequels. 

Pil^L'HAyyl add fanher, that he con- 
ceives 
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ceives his own mechanical dcduftions to 
be fuch. And I muft confcfs I think they 
are as much fuch as any will be ; and fo ex- 
cellent a wit failing fo palpably, makes me 
abundantly confident, that the pretence of 
falviug the ^banontena by mere mechani- 
cal principles is a deiign that w^ never 
prove fuccefsful. 

VIII. That there is no phxnomenon in nature 
purely mechanical. 

HyU Why ? where does Carteiius fail, 
Philotheus ? 

Philpth. ^2iyy rather tell me, O Hylo- 
bares, where he does not ; or rather in- 
fiance in any <>vic phenomenon that is pure- 
ly mechanical. 

HyU The earth's being carried about in 
this our yortex round the fun. 

Pbilotb. That is very judicioufly pitch- 
ed upon, if the deferent of the earth, I 
mean the yortex^ were the refult of mere 
mechanical principles. 

HyL Why ? is it not ? what can mecha- 
nical motion do, if not produce that fimple 
fbanomenon of liquidity? 

Pbilotb^ The matter of the yortex is not 
fimple enough, not to need the affiftance 
of an higher: principle to keep it in that 
confiflence it is. 

Hyl Why fo, PhUotheus ? 

D when 
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Philqth. Becaufe difunity is thfe natural 
property of matter, which of itfcif is no- 
thing clfc but an infinite congeries oiphy- 
Jical moriadL 

Hyl. I underftand you^ PhUdtheus, And' 
indeed there is nothing fo Unconceivable 
to me as the holding together of the part's 
of matter ; which has fo confotinded me 
when I have more ferioufly thought upon 
it, that I have been prone to conclude 
with niyfelf , that the gimthcrs of the 
i\''orld hold together not (o much by geth 
metry as fome natural magicy if I knew 
what it was. 

Philoth. You may do in due time. But 
in the mean while it is worth bUr ndtirig, 
that there is another great flisiw ill this moft 
hopeful inftance you produce of pure mc- 
chanifm. For the earth never got into this 
orbit it is now moved in by vutuc of thofc 
mechanical laws Cartefius defcribes, nor 
is ftill dctjuned here by them. 

Hyl. Why not ? 

Phihth. For if the earth had been ban^ 
died out of one "Cortex into another, as is 
fuppbfcd, all that loofer and lighter mat- 
ter that hung aboUt it had beeii ftript from 
it Ibiig before it caihe hither : (as if a mkn 
fliould fling out of his hand feathers, chaff 
and a bullet together^ the foUdityof the 

bullet 
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bullet \irill carry it from the chaff and fea- 
thct$y and leave them behind) and fo the 
Matter of the third Region of the earth 
had been loft, whereby it had become ut» 
terly vmhabitable. 
HyL I never thought of this before. 

IX. That there is nolevita^B or gravitation of the 
asther or of the vulgar elements in their proper 
places : whence *tb plain, that matter^s motion 
IS moderated fiomibme diviner principle. 

Pbilatb. And then the defcending of the 
earth to this orbit is not upon that mecha- 
nical account Carteiius pretends, namely, 
the ftrong fwing of the more folid ^hhuli 
that pvcrflow it. For if there were (uch an 
aftual tug of the ilobuli of the yortex from 
tjie center toward the circumference, the 
preflutc would be intolerable, and they 
wpuld even mafh thcmfelves and all things 
dfc a^ieces. 

Hyt I am again furprifed. PhilotheuSj 
but 1 muft mgenuoufly confels, I think fo. 

Philoth. But there being no fuch hard 
prelTure, no hyitation or grayitation ( as is 
alfo manifefl: in the elements vulgarly fo 
called) m locis propriisy is it not a mani- 
fcft argument that all is not carried accord- 
ing to mechanical neceility, but that there 
is a principle that has a profpeftionyi^r the 
heft, that rule§ aU ? 

J> 2 HyL 
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HyL It is very manifeft, in that nfeither*' 
the celeftial matter of the i^rfices nor the 
air nor water aix preflitant in their proper 
places, that it is for ihe beft ; elfc how 
could any creatures live in the air or wa- 
jer ? the weight of thefe elements would 
prefs them to death. 

Philoth, Muft not then fome diviner prin- 
ciple be at the bottom, that thus cancels 
the mechanical laws for the common good ? 

Hyl It fliould feem fo ; and that the mo- 
tion of matter is not guided by matter, but 
by fomething elfe. . ' - - ' 

PJjilofh: That fcems very evident from 
light things that rife up in water. ^Ki ^ot 
example in a deep bucket of water, where 
we will fuppofe a thin round board forced 
to the bottom, of ahnoft the fame widenefs 
that the bucket is : the water of the buc- 
ket we will fuppofe fo heavy, that fcarce^ 
two men ihall oe able to bear it. Now tcU 
me, Hylobares, how this thin board does 
get to the top, fo maffie a weight lying on 
it. The whole water that lies upon -it 
does actually prefs downward, and there- 
fore rather prellcs it down, than helps it up.' 

HyL It may be the weight of the water, 
gets by the fides under it, and fo bears it 
up by its own finking. . 

Philoto. That is ingenioufly attcnipted, 

Hyl^ 
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Hylobares. But you muft confider that the 
water that lies upon the board to prcfs it 
down is, it may be, forty times more thaa 
that which you conceive to prefs betwixt 
the rim of the round board and the vcflel. 

X. That theprimordials of the world are not me* 
chanical, but vital. 

HyL I am convinced that the rifing of 
the round board is not mechanical. But I 
pray you deal freely with me, Philotheus, 
for I perceive you are cuuninger than I 
in that philofophy ; has Des-Cartes truly 
folved no phenomenon in nature mechani- 
cally ? 

Pbiloth. He thinks he has folved all me- 
chanically he treats of. But, to deal freely, 
I find none of his folutions will hold by 
mere mechanicks : not his formation of 
funs, ftars, nor planets ; not the generati- 
on nor motion or the magnctick particles ; 
not his hypothefis of the flux and reflux of 
the fea ; not the figure and colours of the 
rainbow ; not the winds, nor clouds, nor 
rain, nor thunder : neither of thefe, nor 
of any other phanomenay has he given fuf^ 
ficient mechanical caufes. Nay, I will add 
at once. That that fimpleft and firft hypo- 
thefis of his, ^ That all the matter of the 
univerfe was firft caft into fmall parts equal 

D 3 m 
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in motion and magnitudcy and that hence 
the funs or ftars and yortices arofe in the 
dtdinAion of the matter (by the mutual 
fridging of thofe particles one againfl ano> 
ther) into the £ril and fecond element, X 
will add, I fay, That this firft original of 
things is moft grofly repugnant to the aftu- 
al proportion of thefe elements one to an- 
other. For from this mechanical way, fo 
dated as he has declared, it will follow^ 
that the fun overflows the orbit offaturn 
no lefs than ten millions four hundred eigh* 
ty four thoufand femidiameters of the earth : 
which one would think were intimation fuf- 
ficient to give us to underftand, that the 
primordials of the world are not mecbanu 
cal^ hxxtfpermatical or yital ; not made \>y 
rubbihg and filing and turning and ihaving^ 
as in a Turner's or filackfmith's fliop, but 
from fome univerfal principle of inward 
life and motion contaimng in it the feminal 
forms of all things, which therefore the 
Platonifts and Pythagoreans call the great 
K^y:i r9fff(«Ti7Hf of the world. 

fiyl. This is admirable : and it would 
be a great pleafure to me to fee thefe things 
made out by rcafon, that I might the more 
clearly underftand how much that great 
wit has fallen fliort in his account. 

Philop. I prithee, dear Hylobares, deny 

thyfelf 
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thvfelf that pleafure at this time : ibr I fear 
all the dme of my abode here in the town 
will not fuffice for fuch a talk. 

Pbilotb. It would, I muft confefs, be 
fomething too copious a digrefGon. 

Cufb. And the more neecUefsyforafmueh- 

it cannot be denied butdiat Des-Cartes's 
deductions are not always fo mathemati-' 
cally or mechanically certdn as he tooK 
them to be. But however, tho* he fails in 
bis attempt, yet the mecbanical pbihfiphy 
may ftand firm IliU. It is not die error of 
th^ art^ but of the artifi. 

Phihth. But it is a mrewd prefumption, 
Ct^bopbrony that when fo tranfcendent 
a wit as Des-Cartes, and fo peculiarly me- 
chanical, fails fo palpably even in the ge« 
aeral ftrokes of nature, of giving any fuch 
oeceOa^ mechanical reafons of her tbanth 
mena^ it is too palpable a prefumption, I 
iky, that the pretence itfelf is rafc and firi- 
vc^us^ and that it is not the true and ge- 
a\jine mode of philofophizing. 

Phtlop. What Philomeus fays, feems t* 
mc infinitely credible, tho' I be no pre^ 
tender to pmlofophy. 

XI. Infiasices of ibme iixnple phaeaomena ^tdtecoQ* 
traiy to the laws of mediwics. 

. Philotb. But if we produce even among 
tlie more general j^bMOtnena of nature, 

fufih 
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fuch inftaaces as plainly thwart the ac* 
knowledged laws of mechanics^let Cupho- 
phron tell me then what will become of ^ 
his pure and iiniverfal mechanifm he pre- ^' 
tends to run through the whole frame oT 
the world. 

Cuph. I will tell you when you have 
produced them. 

Pbilotb. But tell me firft whether you 
do not firmly believe the motion of the 
earth annual and diurnal ? 

Cupb. I do ; and every one elfc I think 
that has any jEkill in philofophy. 

Pbilotb. Why then, you muft neceflar- 
ly hold a vortex of jBtncrcal matter run- 
ning round the fun, which carries the earth 
about with it. 

Cufb. I muft. 

fbtlotb. And being fo great a meclanift 
as you are, that the particles that have 
fwallowed down the earth thus far into our 
yortex^ that even thofc that are near the 
earth, fo many of them as anfwer to the 
magnitude of the earth, are at leaft as folid 
as it. 

Cupb. They are fo. 

Vbilotb. And that therefore they move 
from the center with a very ftrong efibrt. 

Cupb. They do fo. 

'Bbilotb. And fo do the yortices that bear 
^gainft our yortex* Cupb. 
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Cuph. No queftion; or clfe our vtrttx 
would over-run them, - and carry them a* 
way with itfelf. 

Philotb. Do you or any elfe either here 
or under the line, at mid-day or mid-night, 
feel any fuch mighty preflure as this hy- 
potheiis infers ? 

Cuph» 1 believe not, 

Pbilotk There li one thruft at your pure 
pretended mechanifin. 

Cuph. Well/ at it agam ; I will fee if I 
can he at a clofer ward. 

Pbilotk The phanamenan o£ gra'vity/i^ 
it not pcrfefUy repugnant to that known 
mechanical principle, That what is' mov- 
ed will continue its motion in a right line, 
if nothmg hinder : whence it will follow, 
that a bidlet flung up into the air muft ne- 
ver return back to the earth, it bemg in fo 
lapid a motion with that, of the carth^s. 

Cupk I underftahd what you mean; 
you thruft at the mechanical philofophy 
before, you have now fhot at it. . 

Fhilotb. Ay, and hit the mark too, I trow: 

fo that it is needlefs to add that of the great 

, weight han^g at the fucker of the . air- 

* pump, dnd draWi up thereby beyond; all 

the accounts of mechanic philofophy,'lwith 

otiier things of the like natwe. 



Hj^. I expcftod thefe mijtoncis.of Fki- 
lotheus^ . ai^d undjerft{U3yd.the ferce of them 
throughly out of a late f Author^ and tnufl 
iagenuottfly coiifef8;that tk^y feem to mc 
fuch as coataki little le&.than a demonftra- 
tk;^ that diltJbmgsninatiirc are not. car- 
ried on by principles merely mechanicaL 

Cuph. It they be (6 good, I pray you 
let u^ hear fbtne xxiore of them, Phibtheus. 

PbiL When I have heard your anfwer to 
thefe, 

Cupb. My anfwer is, O PhilotheuSi that, 
thefe ihftaqces feem fer the prefent demon- 
flrative and uiianfwerable ; fo far Hyloba- 
res and I concur. But I hope I may with.- 
out oflenQe profefs that I mink the caufe 
of the mecl^ck philofophy is not there- 
fore ^uite defperate, but that when our ac- 
^v^e and feardiing Wits have made fiutheir 
enquiry into things, they may find out the 
p(ure mechapiical caufes of that puzzling 
phmomemn of gravity. 

Philoth. Ay, but Hylobares may take 
notice, that tne Author he mentions does 
not only confute the falfe folutions of that 
jphanomemny but demonfltates all mediae 
nical folutions of it impoflible, it being fa 
manifeftly repugnant to the confeifed laws 
of mechanics. HyL 

t Dr. Mon^s Antidote, Ub. z.oh, z. Immort. 
lib. 3. ch. 12, ij. 
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HyL It is very true. 

Qtpi. Tiiat nuty fecm « deittonflratiofi 
for the prefefity vrbich to pofterity will ap- 
pear a mere fcpMfHcal knot, tod they 
wiflcafily fee to loofis k. 

BM. I believe by Ac help of foiiie 
icw improred microfco?^es. 

SS. Tbe^d *and' iniSSsteet lumlttrine lAer db 
kkpOMt pmsbGxtt» of ibtviog iifl ^laenommi 
medOtnicaUy; heAy ami juSly perfimfged. 

BHc^. Nay bait in good earneft, O Cu* 
phophtotr, (if you will excufe my free- 
dom of fpecch) tho^ I h^vt not that coift- 
p^lcQcy of judgmdrtifl philofophidal blat- 
ters, yet I catmot but deem you aft over- 
pamfl niecl^mfl^ riiat ate fo devoted to 
tie caufe, as not to befieve demodltatiofi 
Jg«aftit, till mechanics be ferther unproved 
Vpofterky. Itis asif one would not believp 
AcfitfttookofEuclid, uUhe had read 
^ all over, and all other mathematical 
^crs befides. For this pbentmtmm of 
^hy is orie of the fimpleft thgt is, as the 
firilbook of Euclid one of the eafieft. Not 
to add what a blemlfh it is to a perfon, .0- 
^Q^wife fo mord and 'virtuous, tofeemto 
l^ve a greater zeal for the oftentation of the 
^echanical w;> of 7«^, thata for the majai- 
teftation of the wifdwn of Gad in natwe.:^ 

%Ar. Excellently well fpoken O. Phi- 

lopolis 
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lopolis. t ^ ^^ 'water face anfwers to 
face J fo the heart of man to maiu You have 
fpoken according to the moft inward fenfc 
and touch of my very foul concerning this 
matter. For I have very much wondred 
at the devbtednefs of fome mens fpirits to 
the pretence of pure mechanifm in the fol- 
vmg of the phenomena of the imiyerfe, 
who yet otherwife have not been of lefs 
pretenfions to piety and virtue. Of which 
mechanic pronity I do not fe« any good 
tendency at alL For it looks more like an 
itch of magnifying their own or other mens 
wit, than any defire of glorifymg Grod in 
his wife and benign contrivances in the 
works of nature, and cuts ojQTthe moft pow- 
erful and moft popular arguments for the 
exiftence of a Deity,' if the rude career of 
agitated matter would at laft neceifarily fall 
into fuch a ftru(5lure of things. Indeed if 
fuch a mechanical nece/lity in the nature 
of matter were really difcoverable, there 
were no help for it : and the Almighty feeks 
no honour from any man's lie. But their 
attempts being fo firuftraneous, and the de- 
' monftrations to the contrary foperfpiciK>us, 
it is a marvel to me, that any men that are 
Virtuoufly and piouily difpofed fhould be 
fo paitiiilly and zealomly afibAed in a caufe 

/ that 
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that has neither truth nor any honeflNufe- 
fulnefs in it. 

Cuph. O Sophron, Sophron, full little 
do you confider what a wonderful pleafure 
it is to fee the plain mechanical fequels 
of caufes in the explication of thcphafto- 
wetta of the world as neceffarily and clofe- 
\y coherent as mathematical dcmonflration 
itfelf. 

Sophr. Certainly, O Cuphophron, you 
are much tranfported with the imagination 
of fuch fine fpetlacles, that your mere de- 
fire fliould thus confidently prefent them 
to you before they are. JBut for my part, 
I conceive there is far more pleauue in 
clearly and demonftratively difcovering 
that they are not, than there would be if it 
were difcoverable that they are. And that 
way'of philofophizing that preffes the final 

caufe, the ttiu ayco cLoyy[Vy as ^ Ariftotlc 

calls it, feems to me far more pleafing and 
delicious than this haughty pretence of diG 
covering that the frame of the world owes, 
nothing to the wifdom of God. 

Bath. All things muft out, O Sophron, 
in the promifcuous ferments and ebullien- 
cies of the fpirits of men in this age, that 
that wifdom which is the genuine fruit or 
flower of the T)iyine Life may in fuccef- 

E fion 
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fion of time triumph over the moft ftrutting 
attempts or performances of the bigheft na^ 
tural It/its. 

Ctiph. What wiCiom is that which floinrs 
out ol the Divine Life, O Bathynous ? 

Bath. That which leads to it; whidb - 
the mechanical philofophy does not, but 
rather leads from God, or obftruifts the way 
to him, by prefcinding all pretence of find- 
ing his footfteps in the works of the crea- 
tion, excluding the final canfe of things, 
and making us believe that all comes to 
pafs by a blind, but neceiTary, jumble ojf 
the matter. 

Cuph. Well, be the future fate of thitigs 
what it will, I doubt not but Cartelius will 
be admired to all pofterity. 

Bath. Undoubtedly, O Cuphophron ; 
for he will appear to men a perfon of the 
moft eminent ivit and folly that ever yet 
trode the llage of this earth. 

Ctiph. Why of w/> and yo//y, Bathynous ? 

Bath. Of why for tlie extraordinary 
handfom femblance he makes of deducing 
all the phano7Hena he has handled, necet- 
farlly and mechanically, and for hitting on 
the more immediate material caufes of 
things to a very high probability* 

Cifph. This at leaft is true, bathynous. 
But why of folly ? 

JSath. 
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Bath. Becaufe he is fo credulous, as 
not only to believe that he has neceflariiy 
and purely mechanically folved all the 
phanomena he has treated of in his philofo- 
phy and meteors, but alfo that all things 
cMe may be fo folved, the bodies of plants 
and animals not excepted. 

Cuph. Pofterity will be beftabte to judge 
€f that. 

Pbilop. Cuphophfon Is very conftantly 
zealous in the behalf of the mehanic philo^ 
fophy, tho' with the hazard of lofing thofe 
ftiorc notaWe arguments deducible from th* 
phsnomena of nature for the proving the 
€xificn€e of a God : and yet I dare fay h^ 
is far from beitig in the leaft meafure fmut- 
tcd with the foil of atheifm. 

Cuph. I hope fo. 

Xin. The exigence of God argued from the con- 
fentofilatioris, from miracles and prophecies, 
from his works in niacolre^ and from his Idea. 

PUlop. Wherefore, O Cuphophron, let 
me beg the liberty of aiking you, what o- 
iher inducements you have to believe 
there is a God. Is it the authority of the 
catholick Church ? or what is it ? 

Cuph. I have a vety venerable refpeft 
for the Chuai'ch, O Philopolis, which makes 
me the more ioxty when I confidev how 
much they have wronged or defaced their 

E 2 authori- 
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authority in obtruding things palpably im- 
poflible, and moft wretchedly blafphe- 
mous, with equal aflurance and fcverityas 
they do the belief of a God. 

Euijl. I conceive Cuphophron reflc<5ls 
upon their barbarous butchering of men for 
denying the article o{ tranfuhflantiatiolu 

Cufh. It may be fo. Who can believe 
men upon their ov^ authority that arc once 
deprehendcd in fo grofs and impious an 
impofturc ? 

Euijl. But thefe are not the Church ca- 
tholicic, but only a fome-thing-morcnume- 
j-ous faftion of men. But not only thefe, 
but the whole Church, and indeed aU na- 
tions, believe that there is a God. 

Ctiph. Indeed TuUy fays, JNulla gens 
tarn harhara^ &c. 

Euift. It is confent of nations therefore, 
O Cuphophron, that you chiefly eftablilh 
your belief of a Deity upon. 

Cufh. That is a plaufible argument, Eu- 
iftor. 

Euift. But the hiftory of miracles and 
prophecies, with their completion, afar 
greater, 

Cuph. They arc very ftrong arguments 
that there are inyifible Powers that fuper- 
intend the affairs of mankind, that have a 
greater virtue and comprehenfion of know- 
ledge than ourfelvc5. Sati* 
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Batb. And fo may be able to bring to 
pafs what themfelves predi<5l in long fuc- 
ceffion of ages. As if the government of 
the world and the affairs of mankind were 
intrufted into the hands of angels. 

Sophr. But fome miracles are fo gfeat, 
and predictions of fo vaft a compafs of time, 
that none but God can rationally be thought 
to be the author of them. 

Hath. Moft afluredly Godhimfelf fuper- 
mtends and a6):§ through all. 

Philop. Is this then the hafts of Cuphor 
phron's belief? 

Cuph. I will tell you, O Philopolis, ber 
caufe I fee you fo hugely delirous, what 
is the maia pl^ilofophical bafts of my belief 
of a God. 

Philop. What is it ? 

Cuph. The innate idea of God in my 
mind : the arguings from thence feem to 
me undeniable demonftrations. 

Philop. 1 believe they are the more pre- 
valent with you becaufe they are Dea* 
Cartes'. 

Cuph. It may be fo. And they are fd. 
coavi6live, that 1 do very fecurely difrcr 
gardall that other w-ay of arguing from the;: 
phenomena of nature. 

Philopi I have read thofe re^onings of 
Dcs-Cartes, but thej fecm to me hugely 

'3- liighi 



/fa Cy GOD^S Al'TilBXJtES. 

high and tnetaphyfical, and I meet with 
many mcii that look upon them as fophiC- 
fical ; moft men fome of them, others all-^ 
But it is the privilege of you high and ex- 
alted wits to underftand the force of oi^e 
another's notions the beft. 

Cufb. I muft confefs, O Philopolis, there 
is an extraordinary and peculiar congrui- 
ty of fpirit betwixt me and Des-Cart«9. 

Philop. Ay, but we ought to^confult 
the common good, O Cuphophron, and 
not decry the more vulgar intelligible ar- 
guments, or affeft fuch a phikfophy ^% 
will exclude all from laying hold of God 
but fuch as can foar fo high as you raifed 
t^its can. Arguments from the phenome- 
na of the world are far more accomodate 
to a popular underftanding. 

Cuph. Wherefore 1 talk at this rate on- 
ly in our free philofophical meetings. 

Philop: It IS difcreetly done of you. 

HyL W ell, Cuphophron, you may hug 
yourfelf in your high tnetaphyfical ^cro- 
polls as niuch as you will, and deem thofe 
arguments fetched from the frame of na- 
ture mean and popular ; but for niy part, 
I look upon them as the moft found ami fo- 
lid philofophical arguments that are for the 
proving the exiftence of a God. And I 
wonder you do not obfeiTe that- mighty 

force 



' 



QT God's Attributes. 45 

forct thae PhUotfaeixs his comparing of the 
tdume of nature and Archimedes his book 
of the fpbere and cylinder together has for 
the erincing feme intelkfluai principle to 
be the fran>€r of the world. For thofe fi- 
gures and chara6l:ef s annexed to each pro* 
pofition w^ith an efic<5hial fnbferviency to 
the demonftration of them is not a more 
manifeft indication of an intcUe^lual agent, 
than an hundred thoxtfand ^ngle fabticks of 
tnatter here in the world ate of the like a- 
gettcy ; the parts being fo difpofcd to one 
end, as the management of the demonftra* 
U(m to one conclufion, and the fubordina- 
tton of feveral conclofions to one final and 
^^itffiate one : which fubordihations of 
Aings are alfo mod evidently and repeat- 
^ly confpicuous in nature. 

Phihf. On my word, Philothetis, yoTX 
^ave not fpent your labour in vain on Hy- 
kWes, that docs thus judicioufly and re- 
femitvgiy recapitulate your main reafon- 
fegs from ' nature for the exiftcnce of a 
God. I hope tw)w, Hylobares, Philothc* 
^8 may proceed to treat of God's Kingdonty 
^e being all fo well afluvedof his exijlence. 

XIV. The obfcurify of the nature of God, and 
the intricacy of P^rovidcncc, witk preparatory 
c^do&s for the better fatis&ttion in diefe points. 

Hyh I muft confefs, while 1 am in this 

•. ' company, 



44 CyGoi>'s Attriputes. 
company, I am like Saul among the-pro- 
phets. Philotheus his zeal and finartnefs. 
of arguing carries me away captive, whe- 
ther I will or no, into an aflPentto the con- 
clufion. And indeed when at firft I fet my 
eyes on this fide of things, there fliines 
from them fuch an intelleftual fulgor, that 
methinks the very glory of the Deity be- 
comes vifible through them. But when I 
would more fully comprehend his nature, 
and approach more nigh him, the fame, 
glory that recreated mine eyes before, 
ftrikes me blind, and I lofe the fight of 
him by adventuring to look too near him. 
This is one entanglement and confufion of 
mind, that I underftand not the Nature of 
God. And the fecond thing i^ this, The- 
cbfcurity and intricacy of the tuays of Prcn 
yidence. 

Sophr. Is it not confonant to the tran* 
fcendency of fo high a Nature as that of 
God, Hylobares, that it be acknowledged 
incomprebenftbley as alfo to his infinite wiG 
dom, that his ways be pajfl ^nding out f 

Bath. This is excellently well fpol^en, 
O Sophron, if it be rightly underftood': o- 
therwife, to give no other account of the 
Nat>ire of God and his ways than that they 
are unintelligible^ is to encourage the A- 
theift, and yield him the day j for that is 

the 
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the thing he docs chiefly applaud himfelf 
ioy that he is fe cure there is neither head 
nor foot in the myfteries of religion, and 
that the very notion of a God implies a 
contradiftion to our faculties. 

HyL I defirc only fo to underftand God^ 
that nothing be attributed to him repugnant 
to my under/tanking, nor any thing found 
in the world repugnant to bis Attributes. 
Batb. I believe Philothcus will make 
this good, that nothing is truly attributed 
to God but what is moft certainly exiftcnt 
in the world, whether we underiland it or 
tt<Jt; and that there is nothing in the world 
truly in fuch circumftances as are repug- 
»am to the A^ttributes of God: 
Pbilotb. I conceive Bathynous means this, 
thatunlefs we will entangle ourfelves with 
making good fome fiftitious Attributes of 
God, or defend his Providence upon falfc 
foppofitions and circumftances, there will 
be no greater entanglements touching the 
notion of God and his Providence, than 
there would be in the nature of thofe things 
we are fure do exift, tho' there were no 
God in the world. Wherefore Hylobares, 
kt me advife you to this, fince you have 
fuch f aft and certain hold of the exiftence 
of the Deity.by the repeated effefts there- 
of in nature, not to let that hold go upon 

any 
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any grounds that are uncertain or falfe* 
For the fcripturc declares nothing contra- 
di<3:ious touching the Nature of God : nor 
is there any hunman authority that has any 
right to be believed when it propounds 
contradicSlions : nior are we bound to bur- 
den the notion of a Deity with any thing 
We are not aiTared implies petite6tion4 
Tliefe cautions if we ufe^noman^ I think, 
tieed be much entangled in his thoughts 
touching the Nature cf the Deity. 

XV. Titoe atttibnte of Eternity, 

Hyk This is a hopeful prealmble, Phik>- 
theus, and therefore I will the ihorecheai^ 
fully propound my difficulties, which are 
drawn from tbefe five heads ; from th^e 
Eternity of Gt)d, from his ItntHutabUity^ 
from his Omnifciencyj his SpiritiuiMty^ acki 
his Omnifrefency^ For^ te my undcrftaad- 
ing, the very noXioxt oi Eternity implies ar 
contraidiftipn^ as fome dolcribe it, namely^ 
That it is an eflential prefence of all things 
with God, as well 01 thmgs part, pre&nt, 
as to come ; and that the duration of God 
is all of it, as it were, in one fieiiy and 

permanent ro yvP or injiant at once. If 

there carwiot be a God, but he muft be in 
fuch a fenfe.as this eternal, the cont^tnpla- 
tionofhis idea will more forcibly pull a 
man back from the belief of his cxiltcncc, 

than 
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than his eScSts m nature draw a man to it* 
For what can be more contradictious, than 
that all things fhould have been really and 
clTentially with God from all eternity at 
once, and yet be born in time and fuccef* 
£on > For the reality and effence of corpo- 
real things is corporeal ; and thofe very in- 
dividual trees and animals that are faid to 
be generated, and are feen to grow from 
very little principles, were always, it feems, 
in their full form and growth : which is a 
perfeft repugnancy to my underftanding, 
for it implies that the fame thing that is 
already in being may, notwithftanding, 
while it is, be produced of a-frefh. That 
eternal duration Ihould be at once, is alfb 
tome utterly xmconceivable, and that one 
p^rvianent inft'ant fhould be commenfurate, 
or rather equal to all fucceffions of ages, 
^fides, if the duration of God be all at 
oiw:e,j(irh no agent a6ls but within the com- 
pafs of its own duration, God muft both 
create and deftroy the world at once. 
Whence it feems impoffible that eternal 
duratioii fliould be indiftant to itfclf, or 
Without continuation of intervals. 

Pbilotb, You argue j(hrewdly, Hyloba- 
^^^ againll that notion of eternity that 
fonje have ralhly pitched upon,but with- 
*^^t the leaft prejudice to the belief of 

God's 
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God's cxiftence, if you have but recout-fe 
to thofc cautions I intimated at firft, That 
tve are not hound to believe coniradiBioni 
upon any marCs account. Thefe are over- 
lublime reaches of fomc high-foaring wiM, 
that think they never fly high enough till 
they fly out of the fight of common fenfc 
and reafon. If we may charitably gucfs at 
what they would be at in this fo lofty a no- 
tion, it may be it is only this, That the 
whole evolution of times and ages from e- 
verlafting to evcrlafting is fo coUeftedly 
and prefentifickly reprefented to God at 
once,' as if all things and aftions which C'- 
ver were, are, or (hall be, were at this ve- 
ry inftant, and fo always, really prefcnt and 
.exiftent before him : which is no wonder, 
the animadverfion and intellectual com- 
prehenfion of God being abfolutely infinite 
according to the truth of his idea. 

HyL This, I muft confefs, is a far rhore 
eafy and palTable notion than the other. 

Philoth. Yes furely ; and not harder to 
conceive how continuity of duration is alfo 
competible to the divine exHlence, as well 
as eternity o life eternal^ which compre- 
hends the ideals of all things and ages at 
once ill the Intellcft of God. For it is ^s a 
vaft globe wholly moved on a plain, and 
carried on in one exile line at once : or like 

the 
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the permanency of a ftetdy rock by which 
a river ilides ; the Handing of the rock, as 
\fell as the Aiding of the river, has a con- 
tinuity of duration. And no other way can 
eteniity be conimenfurate to time thaii fo ; 
tliat is to fay, the coniprehen£on of the e« 
volution of all times^ things and tranra6U- 
ons is permanently exhibited to God in c- 
veiy moment of the fucceflion of ages. 

Hyl.Whzt neiakes tlic fcliools thcnfo 
cameft in obtruding upon us the belief that 
Hotiuag but nunc permanens is competible 
to the divine exiftence ? 

Pbibtb. It may be out of this conceit, 
as if that whofc exiftence was fucccffive 
would ncceflarily break off, or at leaft may 
iaisffd to fail, one part of fucccffive dura- 
tion havmg no dependance <mi another. But 
^t is a mere panick fear : for the continua* 
jion of duration is neceflaty where the ex- 
iftence of the thing is fo. And fuch is ma* 
aifeftly the exiftence of God from his own 

Satb. And this necejfary exijl^nce of 
God I conceive to be the moft fubftantial 
aofion of his eternal duration : which can- 
J^ot well be laid to be fuccejfiy^ properly 
^d fonnally, but only virtually and appli- 
datively ; that is to fay, it contains in it v/r- 
^ally all the fucceifiye. durati<m imagi- 

F nablc 



5t> Cy God's ATTkxBvTC*. 

'nabte, and is ^cvj^ttx^y affiicakie to the 
fucceeding part^ thereoi, as being alwajs^ 
prefeat thereto^ as the civumel of a river te 
all the water that pafles throogh it ; but.thc 
channel is in no fuch (accemvc defttudon^ 
:dK>^ the wsDer be* Such bth^ &c9tdjr aad 
permanent duration of the necelEiry exit 
tence of God m refpecSl of all fpcceffive 
durations whatfoeven 

Philvth. I do not yet fo throughly urn 
derftand you, Bathynous. 

Both* ICtythttfucceffiredtiraiiimfTi> 
perly fo called is incompetiUc to Gk>d;^ as 
being aa eflfence neteffmr^j t^iftemv and 
i^tttifx^v^uhiutleginmng: butthemoft 
infinite fucceffiye duration that ytm can i* 
magine wiU be found to have a begtimng^ 
For whatever is paft was fomctime prefett ; 
and therefore there being nothingof all this 
infinite fucceffion but wius fomednic pre- 
fent, the nioft-infinitely-femote moment 
tdiereof was fometime pre£ent twhichniofr 
infinitly-remote moment was the ttrmmis. 
tertmHOHs tfaetcoF, which plainly ihews it 
had a beginning. 

/>i&:^o/2.' You fay true, Bathyriouy.THctft 

muft be a moJi^rsfnotemtm^fU itr focccffir 
■on, and a moft-infinitely remote one in'itt*^ 
finite (mxeiiion. But being the moS-it£& 
DftteljMetnote moment cannot bctermimf^' 

* ^ €ofulanSf 
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c{fi^ulafij;thet^ bcmg noAing for It to couple 
with future fttcceffion, and therefore it be- 
ing terminus terminans^ atid of nccciHty 
having been once frefem^ it is plain that 
» that' prefcnt warthe term or beginning 
of this infinite fuppofed fucceflion. 

Or briefly thus, to prevent all poffiblc 
exceptions againft the ;«<j/?-infinitely-remotc 
moment in an ir^nite fucceflion, as if they 
were wfu^ctloiy I would rather argue on 

this aufnoer ; yiz. tbat.forafmuch aa all the 
moments j>afi in infinite fucceflion were 
(oaiepmc prefentyh thence plably follows 
diat aU the nroments in this mfinite fuccef- 
fiott, or at leaft all but oAc, were foxnetime 
to come. And if either all thefe moments, 
or ail but. ont, were fomctime to come, it 
is mamfeft that the whole fucceflion (or at 
icaft .tfxc whole batmg but one moment) 
Was fometlme to come, and therefore had 
a l^ginningr I underhand the ftrength of 
your reafoning very well. And therefore 
when I fpakc of the fucceflive duration of 
God, I did not mean fucceflion in that^r^ 
j^er and/o/"»^tf/.fenfe, but only a virtual, ap- 
plicative or relative fucceflion; as you might 
gather from fome pafTagcs or expreflions 
in my fpeaking thereof; The duration of 
God is like that of a rock^ but the duration 

F 2 of 
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of natural things like that of a rfvrr; their 

fucceflion pailes 'tvotclim iixr^y as Hew- 

clitus fpeaks. And therefore they that ^vc 
fuccejjiye duration -properly fb called to the 
fteady permanency of a neceflary felf exit 
tcnce, feem like thofe that fanCe the'fliofc 
to move by reafon of the motion of the fliip. 

Prwebimur portUy terrtetp^eurhefque recedunt. 

We apply our own fluid fucccifive durati- 
on to the fteady permanency of the eternal 
duration of God : whofe duration tho' ftea- 
dy and permanent, and without all defluxi- 
on and fuccefllon, (as being indeed nothing 
elfe but liis necejfary felf-exijience) 1% not- 
wkhftanding fuch as the moft infinite fuc- 
cejfiye duration pajl can never reach be^ 
yond, nor yi</«r^ ever exhauft. "Whence it 
IS plain, that tho' the eternal duration of 
God be xcoWy permanent y yet it is impof- 
Jible to be an vidiyijihle infiant^ and to hfi 
perfeftly and in all regards indiftant to ^• 
lelf, atid not to comprehend all pb^lble 
fucceflive evolutions that are, 

XVI. An obje^on againft the aIl-€oi:^>rehenliOB 
of eternity, with the anfwer thereto. 

Hyh This is very well, Philotheus : but 
yet there are fome fcruples ftill behind. I 
muft ack^iowledge that eternity In your 
fcnfe bears along with it no palpable con- 
tradition ; but methbks it is not altoge- 
ther 



OfGoi>^s Attributes* jg 

ther free from a marvellous firaoge Incrc* 
dibiJity. 

Piilotb. What's that? 

H^L That all the noifes ai|d cryings,' 
and howling§ and fhreekings, and knock- 
ings and hammerings, and cnrfings and 
fwearings, and prayings and praiilngs, that 
all the voices of men, the fquawlings of 
childven, the notes of biids^ and roarings 
and fqueekings of beafts^ that ever were 
or fliall.be, have ever been in {the cars of 
God at once: and fo all the turnings and 
toy^igs of every vifible object, all the dif- 
petiions, motions and poflores ofhairs^and 
leaves, and ftraws, and feathers, and duff, 
in fine, all the little and inconiidei^aU'e 
changes of the ever-agitated matxcr. which 
have been^ are, or ever flxall be/are» and 
ever were^ and ever ftiall be in the fight 
ofQodat once. This. Ceems. to me, (tho'" 
not.animpQifible, yet).a very incredible 
privilege of all-comprehending eternity^ 

Philoth. This is a wil.d, unexpe^ed • 
fetch .of yours, Hylobares, and as madly 
cx{)'feirea. But if , you will anfwer me fo- 
b.e.i[ly tp a queftion or two, you {hail fee the 
dii^culty will vaniflx of itlelf! 

Hyl I will. ' \ 

^.Vhilbth. Whether do yoi^ think, Hy- 
lobjires^ that this privilege, as you call It, 

.;;: ' ' ' 'F 3 ' '^ 
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is really a inivilcgc, that isj a pcrfcAion^ 

of th^ I)ivine Nature, or no ? 

H^l I cannot tell. - « 

Mutji. Thofe philofbphers in Moianxmi- 
des, which I do not well remember Whe- 
ther he calls the feft oi\\vzhquentei^m^(mjid, 
teli us roundly that it is not ; they prnfom- 
ihg God's Providence reaches tto fiiitker 
than the fhecies of things, hut thathe litdc 
concerns himfelf in indrviJuals. 

Bath. I fuppofe then that they Jiaid 
that he baa concredited the iafdinintftnitson 
of his more natricular Providenee to fet«- 
rat orders ot Angels^ and in feme foct tip 
men and «11 intelligent creatures, ift wlnain 
he has imnlsinted a law for the rightly iMr- 
dering inmvidua!s. - . 

jB«//?. Itmaybe fo. . • 

Barb. Which if they couW oideras WidLl 
as ^ God himfelf look'd on^ as it is fio ad- 
^dition to God's happinefs^ to hxw nuklc 
the wovid or to meddle with it ; fo it "WOiAd 
he no detriment to Ae world if he were 
conceived to be wholly rapt into the con- 
templation of his own^iaivine^'ejEceHencies. 

Euift. This, I muft cefnfefs, is not tntich 
abhorrent froih the Jlriftotelian thecflogy. 

Bath. But it is intolerably fatfe, if the 
frame of the creation be notfuch as that 
they?^W«i|"fpirit8 hugely exceed theiMmi- 
bcr of the laffid. Euiji. 
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Bmift. The^ need d^ lb. Bcfides, what 
a lidiculous chisig weie it jto o^ Ijctifice 
or pray to God, if he were d^wajs fo mpt 
hitD lumfeif fiiiai he omrivreoe at Uifbre 
ttiiieasta? 

Edftor : aod all pious mea nnft jduKiw* 
JB^^ tluit tb^ <faav power and influence 
Jnr tlietr cameft deyouona to the Deity. 

. H^ And tkerefcNie I edil j acknoir- 
^gc/tbat idl thiogs tn pn^(enc ftsccdfion 
£rfiifieoil0iiie<eifeanf God« But vdiother 
idLTokef imdfi^bis vhatfoer^ frcmi ere^ 
laflMg taewrls^ng i>e reprefimted con* 
iMtoikr lo him at once^ tor all thacthis 
4MiitMU|j^«fBathynoiia and Emftor has 
giyen me fome time to dbink of it, yet I 
mttft ftill profefa I cannot cell. 
hf^Niak^. Wctidsoi^ Hylflbai^ in inch 
b«dE5 as this, you know the 4b0v:e mientt* 
mnknaAt^ Thm you are mt to lei g9 yottr 
JM^ tivfs ftUi 4md €ierum grinds of 
>Hm ^dftenoe ^a Ood^ fir rtfthat is eiti^ 
:fdfe jor ^ncenmi^ 

i^x:JJ^^^ofSL^y%efyixm0 Mnr done this 
iatnll&nlQe my bdjic£ 

vrlSKte^ Sat &iS^t to cwQohotate it, an- 

imt we bnt this cme xfnefiioo; Hylobares. 

Is itdSKxiisecdGtiy that ihat ptct <of the fc- 
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prefentation you made of etemity^ he ekher 
^jberfeBitmy or aa imp^rfeBion^ or a thing 
01 indifferency ? 

Hyl That cannot be dcny'd. ^ .., 
Pbilotb. J£ k he an imperfeffioUr ith to 
be removed, and fo the difficulty is remo- 
ved therewith : if an indifferency j it is in- 
different whether you remove it or.not: .if 
a perfe&ion^ being that it is not impofllhle, 
as you cannot but acknowledge, no man 
need hefitate, nay he ought not, but to at-: 
tribute it to God. So that be your fat!e 
what it will in the determination of youx, 
aflent to any of thefe three parts, it can h^ 
ho impediment to the beliei of God's e3(4i^* 
tence, - This is the thbg that made yc^^, 
!x)b)e6tipn feem fo con£derable to you^ that 
you did not oonfider, that tho' all thpl^, 
voices and fights are perceived in the.DI-; 
vine Being at once,yet they are percmcj^ 
in the fame diftances and diftin6me{Ies t];uuL 
they are found in, in the very fuceefliotv qJ^ 
ages. For iu/htite comprehenfum admits^ <ar| 
rather implies this. . . ... ^ . 

XXII. Another oi^edHon^ wkk its anfwer* 

Hyl, You are a man, O Philotheus,,48£ 
the moft dexterous arc in facilitating pur ad- 
herence to the belief of a Deity that ev« 
I mtt with in my life, I have but o^je 
fcruple more touching God's eternity, and 

I will' 
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I will pafs to the next Attribute. The e- 
temal fucceflion of God's cxfftence fecms 
to imply a contradiftion. For unlefs every 
denotnixiated part be infinite, the whole 
cannot be infinite. And if every denomi- 
nated part, fuppofe the tenth, the hun- 
dredth, the thoufandth, be infinite, thefc 
are fp many infinites. 
Pbilotb. I undcrftand you very well. Bitt 
. yon oiuft confider that either God has 
been ah aterno^ or the world has been fo. 
Wherefore fotnething being fo certainly €• 
temal, it- is no repugnancy that ' God be 
£0. So that you fee ^here is no more per- 
plexity or difficulty on the account of 
Grid's Being, than if he were not in the 
WDtld, according to the laft of my prelimi- 
nirty adverdfements. Nay, indeed, the moft 
inelcricable perplexity of all would be to 
adttiitu world ah afern^vnthoxxt God. For 
an* eternal flux of ttiotion of the -matter 
ivould be €ttvn%\ fucceffion ^xQ^txly fo cal- 
led ; which Bathynous flirewdly fuggefted 
to be impoffible. And if it ever refted, and 
ifterwards was, moved, there muft be afirft 
mover diftitift from the t^iatter. Which 
feems necel&rily to infer * there is a God ; 
and the rather, becaufe if matter was of 
itffclf, it muft eternally have refted before 

it moved* 

Hyl. 
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Hyl. ThhdiftciatT'has vtoUiifeiTo dl 
a fttdden, that I am half tfhamed 1 ^ve^ 
propounded it " ^ 

Pbil&tb. I have met ^ith not a fisw^rfiii 
this i;^tdd have fcemed no fmall dt fficitfn 
xy toj fo that it was not nnworthy the pro^ 
pctmding. 

Philap. But I pray you to p4t)cecd- ta£{ 
the next Attribute, Hylobares r ferl atM 
ht^ypteafed to tee the fucceftfuUie'^ 
ofPhilorfieus* ^ ^^''' 

XVnr. inbc Attrib«e oTImimmbiBljr. ' ^ ^ 

Hyl. The neict is ImmutahUky^ trhi^ 
feems to me a neceffary Attribiifce "of ^Skui^ 
fbra(mttch as muuAiHty iiapliet l utperB^ 
tion. But here human undetftandln^' iiM( 
feem to be eaught in' this ditemma ; TKkt 
^thet vre muft ackntywledge a mntai&Ie 
<5od, tw an immtitabte oqc : if the fecnci^ 
Ite is not properiy God'; fcecattfe'Gtkl «b- 
tdttdes aQ impet^:Ait)n in his n«cctre : if 
the latter^ he is not to be 'crorfliipped; for 
all the good that was to totne will come 
without our wotfttipping him ; and mxie of 
the evil can be Icept offby aH out femeea^ 
becaufe he itJmmutMe. Wherefore we 
muft cither grant an imperfeft God, or a 
<3od not ta be worflupped: cithef of 
which is fo abfurd, that it feems forcMjr 
to fuggeft that there is no God at alL * . 

Pbilotb. 
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PM^k^ This, feems a fmart dilemma 
at £x&p ,|Iyl(4)arQS ^ yet I think neither 
bm is iirong ea^ugh to pulh us oifirom our 
b^l^of the ^iLift«;iice of a God* But for 
Vf^jffl^ I wiU|)ear the puiH of the former 
QU{i«D^ and grant that God is ntK/^Z^ ; 
Wt'deny that all mutahiUty implies imper- 
fcAim, t;ho' Ibmc does^ as that vacillaacy 
vihixxmi £>uls9 and fuch mutations as are 
£wi v;^ corporeal matter. But fuch a mu* 
tabiiity as whofe abfence implies an impo- > 
teocy to Q^.}w;^m^xvf of the moll noble 
l^npajgpyE^ble, Tuchas the creation of the 
^f^^ ^s^ the adnutu^dration of jultice. ta 
^^^. is fo far from bein^ any 
,.tha| it is a very high pcr£ecU(^ 
iSs t$9wcf in God to. ^6): upon the 
C((|^Hra if^ M^, to fuccour or chaAife it; 
^^aet^ aU dil^^mpofe or diAraA him 
Cjgpo^llE^t hf is in himfelf in the. blefied 
^In^d^and ilillnefs of Ins alUc(»nprehen- 
i^ effirfnpy% )^^ animadverilon b/eiiig ab- 
fillm^ly j^et^^ ^nd iniinite. So that they 
^']lH»i4^^^ccount this powfr of acting in 
^Rji^.^t isiiwhxutloA to the pecfe<^A of 
9ii^-.^«^ thinky as.much out ia thqir ac- 
cevot, ^ if oae ihould c<mf:end that Ac 4; 
Aq^ is lefs than .Ac alone. -. , 

SffeiTlupjs.convinciing. , . 

'^^ A84..tbj« y9u way be the more 
V...ui«l through- 
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throughly convinced of the weaknefs ol 
your hiaton^ I will bear the pufli of the lat- 
ter horn, and deny that the itfmtutdhiliij 
of God would imply that he is not to m 
worftiippcd. For what is the wcnihipprng 
of <jod but the acknowledging thofe fuper^ 
eminent and divine excellencies in him to 
which the world owes its confervatidn and 
fubflftence, and from which is that beautiful 
order and wife contrivance of things in th^ 
univerfe ? It is therefore a piece of indif- 
penfible juftice to acknowledge this rich 
fountain and original of all good, and not 
the lefs, becaufe he is fo perfeftly g^^od^^ 
tliat he cannot be nor afil otherwife, btftk 
immutably fuch, Befidies, that this praife 
and adoration done to him are aiSlions pcr^ 
feftive of our own fouls, and in our ap* 
proaches to him he is made nearer toil? } 
as the opening of pur eyes is the letting ifl 
of the light of the fun. 

HyL What you fay, Bathyrious, I va\& 
confefs will hold good in that part qf wor- 
fliip which confifts in praifing of iGod : but 
I do not fee how his ImmutabilityyxW WcU 
confift with our praying to him. For things 
will be or will not be whether we pray 
unto him or no. 

Bath. But you do not confider, that tho 

this were, yet our praying to him i^ annc- 

know- 
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knowledgmcnt of his being the great Be* 
nefa^or of mankind ; and it is like chii* 
dren afking their father's bleffing, who 
yet would /r^j^ to God to Hefs them whe- 
ther they alk it or no, Befides that while 
we pray to God for internal good things, 
for grace, wifdom and virtue, we do ipfo 
faSo open our fouls to receive the divine 
influence, which flows into our hearts ac* 
cording to the mtafure of the depth and 
cameftnefs of our devotion. Which is, as 
Ifaid, like the opening of our eyes to re- 
ceive the light of the fun. Nor do we al- 
ter or change the will of God in this, be- 
caufe it is the permanent and immutable 
will o£ God, that as many as make their 
due addrefles to him fhall receive propor- 
tionable comfort and" influence from him. 
And, laftly, for external good things, tho* 
we fiiould imagine God ftill refting in the 
immyjLtehlc fabbatifm of his own . ever blef- . 
fed eternity^ and that nothing is done in 
this world ad extra but by either natural 
or free created agents, either good men or 
thofe more high and holyorders of angels, 
that are as the ears and eyes and arms of 
God, as/%/7ofome where infinuates,and who 
arefo fteadily and fully aftuated by the Spi- 
rit of God, that they will do the very fame 
things that God himfelf would do if he 

G were 
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were toa(5l adextr^'iti the aSTairs of tt^ 
world : uppn this hypQth^^ of tbkigs^aotr 
withft^4ing th(? iaimwt^}>iUty of Go4, it 
im^lie;$ GO incoogf uity tp pr^y ximo bj» 
For lie dpes not only hear and behold all 
things at once, but has eternally and ifi^ 
mutably laid fuch trains of caufes in th^ 
world, an4 Co rul^s the good powers ^nd 
over-rukp liie bad, thai: no man that prays 
unto him as he oyght flmll fail of obtaiti' 
mg what is beft for him, even in external 
matters, 

Hyl. This is a consideration I nevet 
thought of before. Biat it fe^ms to m^ ^^ 
' altogether irrational. 

; XIX. Of the J>eity's afting t^d extra » 

Eiiift* But, methinks, fomething m^^ 
lefs, becaufip the divbie records do tcftify, 
that the very Deity fometimes fteps oyt iti- 
to extem^a^ion; $8 in our Saviour Ci^f??)^'* 
feedii?g the mnjltitude with iiVe loaves and 
two fifties, in his vaifing the dead, and in 
that gr^at execution ' he ii& tQ do on tbo 
glob^ of the earth at the laft day. 

Bath. The Deity indeed does a<9: here 
ad extrUy but not the bare Deity, as I may 
fo fpeakjbut th-e Divi/ie Magick oCthe ex- 
alted Soul of the M^JJias. 

Euijl. But what will you fay to tliofe 

gaflagcs ir^ the Old Teftaipent, Bathynotis, 

fuch 
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fnch a$' the dividing of the Red-fca, the 
making of the fun and moon ftand ftill, the 
keeping of Shadrach^ Mefliach and Abcd- 
aegohawnlefs in the fiery furnace, and the 
like ? did not the bare Deity, as you cal- 
led it^ ftep out then into external aftion > 

£atL You know, Euiftor, there was d 
inighty eaft-wind that blew all night, and 
idivided the fea ; and that there appeared 
^foUfth ma» in fhe fiery furnace Uke unto 
the Son of God, And in brief, all the mi- 
raele* that weit done by Mofes or any 
way elfe ameng or upon the people of the 
Jt^ were done by vittue of the pi'cfenc^ 
of the fame Chriji^ who was the conduc- 
«*• of the Ifraelites into the land of" Cana- 
an, aftd the Reftdentiary Guardian of that 
jeeplci 

Euiji. Indeed I retneoAber fome fuch 
o^ic^ Of feme of the ancient fathers, but 
Hooked u^oi! it as one of their extrava;' 
g^ttcies. 

Sophr. And I upon the hypothecs of 
Bathynoiis as a very high reach of wit ; 
but methought Philotheus had fully fatif- 
fied Hylobares his dilemma before* ' 

XX. Tftiie Attribute ofOmnifdcncy.'V' ' 
HyU I muft it^genuoufly conftfe^ that I 
think neither o\ thd folutions fo Weak but 
that they fuificiemly enervate my argt^ 

G 2 53aent 
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ment touching the Inrmutability of God : 
and therefore I willingly pafs on to his 
Omnifciency. 

Philotb. What Is it that pinches you 
there, Hylobares ? 

HyL A certain and determinate prefci- 
ence of things contingent^ free and uncer- 
tain. For it feems othcrv/ife to take away 
the liberty of will and the nature of fin: 
for iin feems not to be iin, uidefs it be vo- 
luntary. 

Pbtlotb. It may be not, Hylobares. But 
why do you then attribute fuch a Prefci- 
ence to God as is involved in fuch dange- 
rous inconveniencies ? 
. Hyl. Becaufe it is a greater Perfe<3ioo 
in God to forefee all things that are to 
come to pafs certainly and determinately, 
than the contrary. 

Philotb^ And would it not be a greater 
Peyfeilion in- the Omnipptency of God to 
be able to do all things, even thofe that 
imply a contradiftipn, than not be able to 
doth^m.'* 

HyL It would. But becaufe they imply 
a contrjidiclion to be done, no body thinks 
the Omnipotency of God maimeior ble- 
friillxedin that it reaches not to fuch things. 
Pbitoth. Why then, Hylobares, if cer- 
tain prefcience o£ uncertain things or c- 

- ■ vents 
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vents imply a contradiBian^ it feems it 
may be ftruck out of the Omnifciency of 
God, and leave no fear nor blemiih behind ; 
forGod will neverthelcfs be as omnifcient 
as lie is omnipotent. But if it imply no con- 
tradiiSlion, what hinders but we may attri^ 
bute it to him ? 

Hyh But it feems ncceflary to attribute 
it to him : elfe how can he manage the a£ 
fairs of the world ? 

Pbilotb. OHylobares, take you no care 
for that. For that eternal Mind that knows 
all things poflible to be known, comprcr 
hends all things that ate poflible to be 
done, and ib hath laid fuch trains of caufcs 
a3 ihall mod certainly meet every one in 
dae time in judgment and righteoufnefs^. 
let him take what way he wilL 

HyL I underftand you, Bhiloiheus^. 

Pbilotb. And you may further under- 
ftand that, according to lome, what yoa 
would attribute to God as a Pcrfeaion 
founds more like an imperfedion^^ if weli 
confideredi 

Hyl Why fo, Philotheus? 

Pbilotb. Is it not the perfeftion of know- 
ledge to know thin^a as- they are in. the it 
own nature ? . 

Hyl. It is fo. 

Pbilotb. Wherefore to know a free /«* 

G 3 ' getity. 
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g^nff which is undeterminate to etdicti 
part, to be fo undeferminate^ and that he 
may chufe which part he will, is the ffloft 
pcnc6l knowledge of fuch ati agent and of ' 
his aftion, till he be perfe6tly dctenniflate 
and has made his choice* 

HyL It feems fo. 

Philotb. Therefore to know him detcr- 
nained before he be determined, or while 
he is free, is an imperfeftion of knowledge, 
or rather no knowledge at all, but a mif- 
take and error ; ami indeed is a contradict- 
tion to the Nature of God, who can ufl- 
derftand nothing but according to the dif- 
ttnft ideals of things in his own mind. And 
the idea of a free agent is undeternunati^ 
nefs to one part before he has mad« choice* 
Whence to forefee that a free agent will 
pitch upon fuch a part in his choice, with 
knowledge certain and mfallible,is to fore- 
fee a thing as certain even then when it is 
uncertain; which is a plain contradiftiofl 
orgrofs miftake. 

HyL You do more than fatisfy me Ifl 
this, Philotheus, That to conceiye thbgs 
undeterminate determinately, or that they 
will be certainly this way while they may 
be either this, way or that way, is an im- 
perfe<5lion or contradi6lion to the truth. 
But there is yet this piece of pcrplexinr 

behind, 
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behind, that this pretence of perfection o£ 
knowl^ge will necef&rily infer tn im* 
perfe^on or inability of prediAing future 
Simons and* free agents, and take away 
ihine inffiration miiprffbecy. 

Phihtb. That is ihrewdly urged and 
feafonably. Bat yon arc to nnderftancl,that 
fo tmich liberty as is in man will leave 
room enough for millions (rf^certain predic* 
tions, if God thought £t to commmiicatd 
them fo throngly to the world. For tho* I 
qoeftion not but dm the^ fouh of men are 
ki fome fenfe free ; yet I do as Ihtlc doubt 
but there are or may be infinite numbers 
of ^ions wherein they are as certainly 
determined a^ the btnte beafls. And fuch 
ate the a£):ions of all thofe that are deeply 
lapfed inco coiruptton, and of thofe few 
that are gtown to a more herotcal flate of 
goodnefs : it is certainly foreknowable what 
diey will do in fuch and fuch circumftan- 
ees. Not to add, that the divine decrees, 
when they find not men fitting tools^makc 
them fo, where prophecies are percmpto^ 
ly or uttconditionaite, 

Bmb, What Phiiotheus has hitherto ar- 
gued for the reconciling of the divine Chn« 
nifcience with the notion of man's frec' 
will and the nature of fin, bears along with 
it a commendable plainneis and plaufible- 

nels 
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nefs for it's cafinefs to the undcrftanding* 
But iivmy apprehcnfioti, for all it looks fo 
repugnantly that there ihouldbe a certaia 
foreknowledge of what is free and uncer* 
tain, yet it feems more fafe to allow that 
privilege to the itifinitc underftanding of 
God, than to venture at all to circumfcribe 
his Omnifcience. For tho' it may fafely 
befaid, that he does not know any thing 
that really implies a contradiftion to be 
known ; yet we are not aflured but that 
may feem a contradiftion to us that is not 
fo really in itfelf. As for example, To our 
£nite underftanding a quadrate whoie dia- 
gonial is commenfurate to one of the fides 
is- a plain contradiftion, and we conceit we 
can demonftrate it to be fo^ that is to fay, 
that the ratia> 6{ the one to the other is un^ 
conceivable and undefinable. But dare any 
one be fo bold as to affirm that the Divine 
Intelleft itfelf whofe comprehenfion is in* 
finite, cannot define to itfelf the ratio of a 
diagonial line in a quadrate to the fide 
thereof? The application is very obvious, 
Phihth. It is fo, Bathynous. For I (\x^ 
pofe in brief you mean this ; That as the 
diagonial line and fide of a qtiadrate, which 
to our apprehenfion are incommenfuratc, 
are yet commenfurable to the infinite com- 
prehenfion of the Pivine Intelleft ; fo * 

certaia 
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certain and infallible Prefcience of uncer- 
tain futurities, that feems inconilftent to us> 
may notwithftanding be deprehendcd a- 
bundantly coniiftent by the all-comprehen* 
five uoderftandLing of God, A very fafe and 
fober folution of the prefent difficulty. I 
am very well contented it fliould be fo, Ba- 
thynous, and that what I have offered at 
therein fliould pafs as fpoken by way of 
EQfay rather than of dogmatizing, and ac« 
cording to the fenfe of others rather than 
mine own* 

Pbilop. I never faw that faying fo much 
verified any-where,. that luifdom is eafy ta 
him that under/lands^ as in Bathynous and 
Philotheus' difcourfes. Are you not 
throughly fatisfied hitherto, Hylobares ? 

HyL 1 muft confefs I am. But now I 
come to the moft confounding point, and 
which is fuch as that I fear it is fatal to me 
never to be fatisfied in. 

Philoth. What is that, Hylobares? 

XXI. The Attribute of Spirituality, and that God 
cannot be material. 

EyU The Spirituality of God» It is the 
proper difeafe of my mind, not to be able 
to conceive any thing that is not material 
or corporeah But I hope it is not a difeafe 
uato death. 

Phiktb. God forbid it fliould be, Hylo- 
bares, 
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hsa!t$f fo long as it is no impediment M 
the belief of the Exiftence ^fGod, arid of 
aU thofe Attribiitfes that are reqaifite for 
the eftgagtiig a man'« foul in the putfuit ^ 
true piety and virtue. God will at kft , 
Wing fuch ail cmc to the true knowledge of 
himfelf, whatever his ignorance may ^ 
for the pr^fent. And for my part, I ain flot 
fond o£ the tiGtion o£ ^irituaHty tMti^y 
xiotion elfe, iMt fo far fdrth as they arU 
fubfervient. to Ufe and g^inefs ; that thert 
may be as much happinefs in this lift, a4 
human affairs ai^ capable of, and that we . 
ftiaybe eternally happy in the life toc«fti*^ 
Otherwife. I have no fuch gre« fdllkitiJ^^ 
that any fliould be fuch tri^ and prccif* 
fpeculators of things, as not to err an haifl* 
breadth in matters cf great perplexity and 
^fcurity, j 

Buifl. I read that fome of the t^f^ \ 
have, been of opinkm that God i^ a kirf 
oipur'e fnbtihhody. 

BAih. That ni^y.vcr;^ "^tW be. But tftcti 
they had not that true and pfeeife notion 
of a fnbtile body that moft philofopbers | 
have in this age : but it is likely they uii- | 
derfl-ood no more thereby, than that it w^ | 
a fuhtile extended fuhfiance / which, fot ^ 
my part, I conceive in the general may 
be true, But to fay it is properly a fobtile ^ 

body, 



kodj, is to acknowledge it a congeries of 
very. little ^tpmes toying and playiogon^ 
by another, which is too mean a conceptv 
OQof theMajefty of God. Befides, that 
^It is unconceivable howthefe loofeatomesi 
irliich are fo independent of one another^ 
ihould join together to make up the God^ 
head ; or how they do confpire to keep 
together, that there is not a diflblution' of 
the Divinity. Or thus : if tliis multitude 
of divine atomes be God, be they inter- 
fperfed amongft all the matter of the world? 
or do they keep together ? If they be diC 
perfed, God is lefs one than any thing elC? 
in the world, and is rather an infinite num* 
ber of Deities than one God or any God j 
and this infinite number in an incapacity 
of conferring notes to contrive fo wife a 
fi-ame of the univerfe as we fee. But if 
there be one congeries of divine atomes 
that keep together, in which of thofc infi- 
nite numbers of yortices is it fes^f e^ ? oi* a- 
mongft which ? or how it can it order thq 
matter of thofe yortices from which it is 
fo far diftant ? or how again do thefe a- 
tomcs, tho' not interfperfed, communicate 
iiotipns one with another for one deflgn ? 
Do they talk or difcourfe with one ano-^ 
thcr ? or what do th^y do ? And then a- 

gain .. [^ 

Hyl 
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♦ Hyl. Nay forbear, Bathyrious, to go a- 
ny farther, for ybu have put me quire out 
of conceit with a material Deity already, 
the more my grief and pain. For to maKc 
a material Deity, I muft corifefs, fecins 
extremely ridiculous ; and to make a ffi- 
ritual ont impoffible : fo that I am in grea- 
ter ftraits than ever I was. 

XXII. The felfe notion of a fpirit. 

Philoth. Why, Hylobares, what conceit 
have you of a Sprit ^ that you ihould think 
it a thing impoffible ? 

HyL Is it not infinitely incredible, Phi' 
lotheus, if not impoffible, that fome thou- 
fands of fpirits may dance or march on a 
needle's point at once ? 

Cuf>h. Ay, and that booted and fpurr'd 
too. 

Hyl And that in one inflant of time they 
can fly from one pole of the world to the 
other ? 

Philoth. Thefe things, I muft confefs, 
feem very incredible. 

Hyl. And that the fpirit of man, which 
we ufually call his foul, is wholly, with- 
out flitting, in his toe, and wholly in his 
head, at once ? If the whole foul be In 
the toe, there is nothing left to be in the 
head. Therefore the notion of a fpirit is 
perfeftly impoffible : or elfe all thmgs are 

alike 
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alike true : for nothing fccms more impof- 
Chic than this. 

Pbiloth, But wl^ofc defcription of a Sp- 
rit is this, Hylobares ? 

Hyl. It is, Philotheus*, the defcription of 
the venerable fchools. 

Phihth. But did I not pre-advertifc you, 
that no human authority has any right of 
being believed when they propound con- 
tradiftions ? Wherefore their raih defcrip- 
tion of a fpirit- ought to be no prejudice to 
the truth of its exiftence. And tho' the true 
notion of a fpirit were incomprehenfible, 
yet that would be no folid argument againft 
the reality of it ; as you may obferve in 
the nature of eternal fuccejfton^ which we 
cannot deny to be, tho' ^e be not able to 
comprehend it. 

XXIII. That there is afpiritiial Being in the world, 

Hyl. That is very true indeed, and ve- 
ry well worth the noting. But how fliall 
we be fo well aflured of the exiftence of a 
fpirit, while the comprehenfion of its na- 
ture is taken for defperate ? 

Phihth. That there is fome intelle6lual 
Principle in the world, you were abundant- 
ly convinced from the works of nature, as 
much as t]\Vi\..Archimedesiii% trcatife defph^- 
ra & cylindro was from a rational- agent : . 
and even now it feemed ridiculous to you 

H beyond 
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beyond dl mcafure, liMacongmestifir 
tomes ihould be. ^^iv/Vf^ and int^eSt^l .« 
wherefore there is fomethitig that is iiof 
matter that is intelleBual^ vrhfch miift W 
a fubftance immatcriaror incorporeal^ tfe^^ 
is in a word, hl Sprit . >| 

i^/. I am, I mull confefs, very ftronglv 
urged to believe there is ^ Spirit as weif 
as an eternal J)urati(m, the* J can com^ 
prehend neither. 

Philoth. And that you miay be farther 
corroborated in your belief, confider the 
manifold ftories of apparitions, and ho^ 
many fpcftres have been feen or felt ta 
wreftle, pull or tug ^th a man : which, if 
they were a mere congeries of atomes, were 
impoffible. How could an arm of mere aif 
or aether pull at another man's hand or arm, 
but it would cafily pait in the pulling ? 
Admit it might nfe the motion ofpuljion^ 
yet it could never that o^attraHion. 

Hyl. This indeed were a^ palpable de- 
tnonftration that there muft be fome other 
fubftance in thefe fpeftres of air or »thcr, 
if the hiftories were true. 

Euift. We read fuch thbgs happening 
even in all ages and places of the world ; 
and there are modern and ftefti examples 
every day : fo that no man need doubt of 
the truth. 

Hyl 
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JOSV^ Tb^it jNsteB&mand mattw are not rec4)rocaI. 

1^, Thefe eKperinients indeed flrike 
V<ery ftroogly on die iniagination and fen- 
iei, but there is a fubtile reafon that pre- 

' feotly unloves all again« And now me- 
thinks 1 could vifh the fuifure of a fpirit 
vera 0K>re unknowa to me than it is, that 
I might believe its ex^^nce without med- 
dliag at all \rith its evince. But I cannot 
but Know thus mu^h of it, whether I will 
ot to, that it is either tztended, or not 
extended ; I mean, it has either iomtam* 
^Htude of ejhnce^ or elfe none at all. If 
It has Ao nmpUtuie or exteniion^ the ridi* 
ciiWof hypothecs of the fchools will get 
up ugain^ AsA millions of i^irits, for ought 
\ know, may dance on a needle's point, 
or rather, they, havmg no amplitude^ would 
be nothiag* If they have any amplitude or 
cxtenlion, they will not bejf^/r/>i,but nlerc 
hiy or matter. For, as that admired wit, 
t)e8-Cartes foUdly concludes, extenfwn is 
tie yery ejjence qf matter. This is one of 
tlie greateft arguments that fatally bear me 

[ ojH' irom a chearful doling with the belief 
of fplrits properly fo called. 

Pbikth. It is much, Hylobares, that you 
fiiould give fuch an adamantine aflent to 
£0 veak and precarious an aiTertion as this 
of Des-Cartes.' For tho' it be wittily fup- 

H z pofed 



f 



y6 0/GoD*s Attributes* 

pofed by him, for a ground of more certain 
and mathematical after-deduftions in his 
philofophy ; yet it is not at alt proved, that 
matter and extenfion are reciprocally the 
fame, as ivell every extended thing matter^ 
as all matter ei^tended. This is but an up- 
flart conceit of this prefent age. The anct 
ent atomical philofophers were as mucfi 
for a yactnim as for atonies. And certainly 
the world has hitherto been very idle, that 
have made fo many difputes and try'd fo 
many experiments whether there be any 
yacuum or no, if tt be fo demonftratively 
concludible, as Des-Cartes would bear us 
in hand, that it implies a contradiftion 
there Ihould be any. The ground of the 
demon ftration lies fo Ihallow and is fo ob- 
vious, that none could have miffed of it, if 
they could have thought there had been 
any force in it. 

HyL It is true, this might in .reafon a- 
bate a man's confidence a little, Philothe- 
us ; but the apprehenfion is fo deeply ri- 
vetted into my mind, that fuch rhetorical 
flouriflies cannot at all loofen or bruih it 
out. 

XXV. That there Is an cxtenfion in^infical to 
motion. 

Philoth. Well then, give me leave, Hy- . 
lobares, to attack you fomc other way. 

^ Did 
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Did you not fay even now, that whatever 
has no extenfion or amplitude is nothing ? 

HyL I did, and do not repent me of fo 
faying. For I doubt not but that it is true. 

Philotb. Wherefore extenfion or ampU- 
tude is an intrinfical or eflential property of 
ens quatenus enSy as the metaphyficians 
phrafe it, 

HyL It is fo. 
Philoth. And what is an intrinfical or 
effential attribute of a tiling, is in the thing 
itfelf. 

Hyl Where fliould it be elfe ? 

Philotb* Wherefore there is extenfion ia 
eveiy thing or entity, 

ayl It cannot be deny'd. 

Philotb. And it can as little be deny'd 
but that motion is an entity^ I mean a^i&y- 
pcal entity. 

HyL It cannot. 

Philoth. Therefore extenfion is an in-* 
trinfecal prbpevty of motion. 

If^L It muft be acknowledged;* what 
then? 

PhHIoth. What thai ? Do you not yet 
fee, Hylobares, how weak an aflcrtion that 
of Des-Cartes is, That extenfion and mat- 
ter are reciprocal ? for you plainly fee that 
extenfion is intrinfecal to motion, and yet 
Q^otion is not matter. 

Hj MyL 



.' 
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j^h lotion ig not em^ but Tnodus entis. 

Pbilofb. Nay, by your &vour^ Hyloba- 
res, vaotkftL is enSy : tbo' in fome fen£b it 
may be fktd to be modus corporis. 

JfyL Methinks I am, I know not how, 
Philotheus, illaqueatedy but not truly cap* 
tivflted into an ailent to your concluJGon. 

Philotb. That is bepaufe you are alrea- 
dy held captive in that inujped conceit. of 
De$-Cartes, that makies yon fufped folid 
reafon &r a fophiinu . 

Hyh If motion were a thing that was 
loofe or eMtnptitious from matter, then I 
could not but be convinced that it had ex- 
tenfion of its own ; but being it is a mere 
mode of matter, that cannot pafs ftim it 
into another fubjeA, it has na other exten- 
fion than that c^ the matter itfelf it is in* 

Pbihth. But if it have another cflencc 
from the matter itfelf, by your own con- 
ccSiatx it muft howefvdr have, another ex- 
tenfion. Befides, you fcem miftaken ia 
what I mean by mdtion. For I mean not 
fimply the tranflation^ but the yis agitans 
that pervades the whole body that is mo- 
ved. Which both Reghis and Des-Carte$ 
acknowledge exewptitious and loofe^ fo 
that it may pafs from one part of matter to 
another. 

Hyl But what is that to mc, if J doi^ot.^ 

• Bilotb. 
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fi^tb^ It is at lead tlms much to you^ 
tkt you may take notke liow ra(hly and 
gtioufidlefly both Des-Caxtes aad Ae^ua 
dert exteoiiiHi and fiiattcr to be teeiprocal^ 
yfitik ia the meaa tioie they afirfia that 
wMch accordifig to your own judgment 
does plainly and convincingly infer that 
extenfion is more general than mattser. 

HyL It is^ I mufi coniefs^ a ££n that 
tbe appreheofions of men aie very humoiur* 
imt and lubricous^ 

Philotb. And therefore we muft take 
heed, HylobiMs, how we let our minds 
d^ve to the opinion of any man out of ad^ 
nkkitton of his perfon* 

BH. That is good advice, and of great 
0(mqvience'(if it be given bedmes)for the 
keeping out of error and falihood* But 
\ when a fancy is once kigrafted in themindi 
bow ihall one get it out ? 

FUi^b.lvmA confefs I marvel mnciv 
Hy}(^res^ that you being fo fu)Iy con* 
vinced that every real and phyfical entity 
has an intrinfecol ex;tenilon of its own, and 
that motion is a phyfical entity different 
from matter, you fhould not he prefently 
convinced that motion has alfo an intrinfe* 
cal extcnfion c^ its own. To which you 
might add, that the manner of the cxtenfe- 
oa of matter is different from the nature of 

the 
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the extenfion in motion : the former being 
one fingle extenfion, not to be leflened nor 
inci'cafed without ^ the leflcning and in- 
creafe of the matter itfelf ; but theothfer a 
gradual extenfion, to be leflened or aug- 
mented without any leflening or augment- 
ing the matter. Whence again it is a fign 
that it has an extenfion of its own, redufli- 
catiye into itfelf, or reducible to thinner 
or weaker degrees ; while the extenfion 
of the nutter remains ftill fingle and the 
fame. 

HyL I muft confefs, Philotheus, that I 
am brought to thefe ftraits, that I muft' ei- 
ther renounce that principle, That every 
phyfical entity has an intrinfecal extenfi- 
on of its own, as much as it has an intrin- 
fecal eflence of its own^ (which I know 
not how to do ; ) or elfe I muft acknow- 
ledge that fomething befides matter is ex; 
tended. But I muft take time to confider 
of it. I am fomething^ ftaggered in my 
judgment. 

XXVI. That there is an immovable extenfion dif- 
tinft from that of movable matter. 

Philoth. Give me leave thcil, Hyloba- 
res, to follow my blow with one ftroke 
and fee if I cannot ftrike your opinion with 
one blow more to the ground. 
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Hyl Do, Philothcus, I will Hand the 
Jhock of it. . 

Philoth. Place yourfclf then under the 
aequinoftial line, Hylobares. 

HyL Is it not better being In this cool 
arbour ? 

Philoth. I hope the mere imagmation of 
the torrid zone will not heat you. But you 
may place yourfelf in a more temperate 
clime, if you pleafe, 

Hyl What then Philotheus ? 

Vhiloib, Shoot up an'arrow perpendicu- 
larly from the earth ; the arrow, you know, 
vUl return to your foot agam. 

HyL If the wind hinder not.* But what 
does this arrow aim at ? 

Philoth. This arrow has defcribed only 
right lines with its poiht, upwards and 
downwards, in the air; but yet, holding 
the motion of the earth, it muft alfo have 
defcribed m fome fenfe a circular or cur- 
vilinear line. 

Hyl. It muft fo. 

Philoth. But if you be fo impatient of 
the heat abroad, neither your body nor 
your fancy need ftep out of this cool bowre. 
Confider the round trencher that glafs ftands 
upon; it is a kind of jQxort cylinder^ whiph 
you may eafily imagine a foQt longer if 
you will. 

Hyl 



. Hyl Very tnBy^ PWotkeusi. 

Phihtb. And as eaiUy fancy a lime dfiwa 
fiom the top of die mat of thdn cyUni^ to<i 
the Peripherie v[ iho b^s. 
, . i55«/. Every jot as cafily. 

Philotb. Now imagine this cylinier Wf* 
Sled round on its mix* Doet not that tine 
from the top of the mrir to ihe peripheric 
of the ^n/i necefTarily d«fiu:ibe a e&mct^m 
in one circumvolution.? 

ByL It docs fo Philotheti8« 

Philotb. But it defcribea no fu6h figtafe 
in the wooden cylinder iifelf t. at tihe ar^ 
row in the aereal or material aequiao^al 
circle defcflbai not atiy line but d fight 
one. In what therefore does the otie d€^ 'I 
fcribe, fuppofe, a circuigr Une^ the oAer 
i cmicumf 

Ifyl As I live, Philotheus, I am ftruck^ 
aa it were with lightnmg fix)&i diik furprl- 
Bing confidcration. 

Pbilofb. I hope, Hylobares^ ^ou are 
pierced with fome meaiurt of iUuftiiflfttion* 

Hyl. lamfo. 

Philoth. And that you vt ^onvinced^ 
that whether yon Uye or no, that there evet 
Was, is, alid ever l^iU be an immr^Me eg'' 
tenfion diftinft from that a^moVabii fMUer. 

Hyl This evidmtly demonftrates the 
exUlence of tlie ancient democritijb yecuth 



wm, and vith4 Aat ^steaficm aoid matt«c 
ffirim CQQTeitiile tti»s ; for which yet 
Citt«Sits fa much contends. Thisconce^ 
i$ firuck quite dead with the point c^ the 
arrow defcribing a cunrilinear line in the 
fteitdy SBquinoftial circle. And if it fiiould 
evero&r to flame out again into life in my 
thoughts, I would ufe the cmkum as an 
extifiguifiier to fmother it. 

tai&p. What a chearful thing the apprcw 
henfion of tmth is, that it makes Hyloba- 
res fo pleafant and fo witty ? 

XXVII. That this extenfion difiinA fiom matter 
is not iatt^&aiy, but real. 

Qifb. Sutix^hinks h^ claps* his wings 
before the vi6lpry, or rather fubmits b<i« 
for^ he b^ overcome. For it may be fea* 
Ibnably fuggefted, that it is real extenjkn 
and matter that are terms convertible ; but 
' that extenfion wherein the arrow-head de- 
fcribes a curvilinear line is only imaginary. 
HyL But it is fo imagbary, that it can- 
not poiBbly be dif-imagincd by human un* 
derftanding. Which methinks Ihould be no 
final! eameft that th#re is more than an i- 
maginary bemg there. And the ancient A- 

toiaifts'^callthisTi^ciiwwr^^' araCp)? (pvcriv^ 

the intangible nature; which is a fign they 
thought it fome real thing. Which appears 

farther 

• f Diog. Laert. in vita Epicuri, 



farther from their declaring, that this m 
atomes were the only true things, Imt thrf 
rhe reft were mere appearances. And A^ 
ftotle fomewhere in his phyftcis cxpreflj 
declares of the Pythagoreans y that th^ 
held there was a yacuutfiy from an infinill 
fpirit that pervades heaven or the univcrfd 
93 living ^nd. breathing in virtue thereof.^ 
Etiift. I remember the paflage very well 
it is in the fouf th book and the fixth cliapter. 

YjhoLi yi(p(L(TCLv y.cu ol TTu^oiyooMi n* 

Bath. As if this Pythagorick ydcumii^ 
were that to the univerfe which the air S 
to particular animals, that wherein and^ 
whereby they live and breathe. Whence ^ 
it is manifeft the Pythagoreans held it no 
imaginary -being. 

• HyL And laftly, O Cuphophron, nnlefe 
you will flinch from the diftates of your fo 
iiighly-admlved Des-Caites, forafmuch as 
this vacuum is extended, and meafurable, | 
and the like, it muft be a reality ; becauie 
non entis nulla eft affeBio^ according to the 
reafonings of your beloved mafter. From 
whence it feems evident that there is an 
extended fubftance far more fubtil than bo- 
dy, that pervades the whole matter of the 
univerfe. J^^^' 
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JBatb. Excellently well argued^ O Hy* 
Ipbares ! Thou art become not only a dil^ 
fiple, but a very able champion for the 
truth of immatenal beings, and therefore 
art. not f«: off from the right apprehenfion 
«f the nature of God, Of whole clTence I 
mufl: confefs I have always been prone to 
thiak this fubtile exteniion (which a man 
cajmot difimagine but muft needs be)tobe 
a more obfcure jfhadow or adumbration^ or 
to be a more general and confined apprehen- 
fion of the 7)tyine Amplitude. For this 
will be neceffarily,tho' all matter were an- 
mhiiated out of the world. Nay indeed 
this i^ antecedent to all matter, forafmuch 
as no matter nor any being elfe can be con- 
ceived to be but in' this. In this are all 
things neceiTarily apprehended to liye an4 
move and haye their being. 

Sophr* ^ Lordy thou baft been our dxveU 
hgflace in all generations. Before the 
mountains were brought forth^ or eyer 
thou badft formed the earth or the world : 
eyen from eyerlafting to eyerlafting thou 
art God. 

Bath. Whence the Cahbalifls have not 
Vainly attributed thofe titles oi^dondiand 
MahSm unto God, who is the immoyable 
Moyer^ Receptacle and Suftainer of all 

I things. 

* P&l. 90. I, a. 
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things. Anfwcrable to what Hylobares no* 
ted of the opinion of the PythagofeanSy 
who have a great affinity with the ancient 
Cahbdijls. 

Cuph, What myfterious conceits has Ba* 
thynous of what can be but a mere yacu- 
um at beft ? 

Bafh. It is {in extenfion plainly diftiniS 
from that of matter, and more neceflarlly 
to be imagined in this diftinftnefs than 
that extenfion of matter, and therefore a 
ground infinitely more certain of the exit 
tence of an infinite Spirit than the other of 
indefinite matter. For while that extenfion 
which Cartefi.us would build his matter on 
is conceived moyahUy this Spirit is ne- 
ceflarily fuppofed In which it moyes^ as ap- 
pears from Philotheus his inftances. So 
that this is the extenfion only which muft 
imply the neceflity ofthe exiftence of fome 
real being thereunto appertaining ; which 
therefore mull be coincident with the Ef 
fence ofGody and cannot but be a Spirit^ 
becaufe it pervades tl;^ matter ofthe uni- 
verfe. 

Cuph. It is only the capacity of matter, 
Bathynous. 

^ Bath. What dp you mean by capacity, 
Cupbophron > Matter inpotentiu ? ' 

Cuph. Yes. 

Bath. 
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Bath. But we conceive this extcnilon 
loofly diftinft from tlia,t of matter ; that 
of matter being moydble^ this ivimoyahle ; 
that of matter difcerpibJe^ this indifcerpiHe. 
For if it were difcerpiblc, it would . be 
alfo movable, and fo ipfofaSio diftlnguiih 
itfelffrom the indifcerpible and immovable 
cxtenfion. But when ens potentia is once 
made ens aSlu^ they are one and the fame 
undivided eflence a6lually exiftent, nor 
can poffibly be loofe from one another 
while they are : as your metaphyfical wit 
cannot but eaJfily apprehend* 

Ciifh. I cannot fo eafily apprehend it in 
this cafe, Bathynous, who muft, with Dcs- 
Cartes make extenfion and matter recipro- 
cal. For I am certain I am illaqueated with 
a mere fophifm, forafmuch as I eafily con- 
ceive that, if God were exterminated as 
well as matter out of the world, yet this 
extenfion you talk fo magnificently of 
would to my deluded fancy feem necefla- 
rily to remain. But if there were no God 
nor matter, there would be nothing. Which 
is a plain fign that this remaining extenfi- 
on is the extenfion of nothmg, and therefore 
that itfelf is nothing but our imagination. 

Bath. This is cunningly fctchM about, 
Cuphophron. But if you well confider 
things, this fetch of yours, which fecms 

I 2 to 
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to be againft me, is really for me. For in 
that you acknowledge that while you con- 
ceive God exterramated out of the world, 
this cxtenfion does notwithftanding remain, 
it is but an indication of what is true, that 
the conception of God's being extermi* 
nated out of the world implies a contradic- 
tion, as moft certainly it does. For no eC 
fence that h exterminable can be the et 
fence of God, fotafmuch as his ellence Iin* 
plies neceflary cxiftence. Wherefore that 
God which you did exterminate, that is to 
fay, conceived exterminable, was a fig- 
ment of your ow^ : but that exterriion which 
remains to yoxi whether you will or ho, is 
really and indentifically coincidcftt vnA 
the amplitude of the effence of ^od. Whence 
"tve may fee not otdy the felly, but the im- 
piety, of the other p6fiti6fl, VhichtW)ul4 
tranfpknt that main |>tero|[aitiVe of dod, I 
meaii his tieceflaty exiftetice, updh matter, 
"upon preterite that whatever h extended 
muft be fufch ; and withal neteffarily exter* 
mihate God out of the uriiverfe with as ma- 
ny as cannot conceive any thing to be but 
what is exteiided, that is to fay, has fomc 
kind of amplitude or other. 



XXVIII. A ircfli ajppcal touching the truth of that 
point to r6afan» imk and imagination. 

Hyl. And therefore it had been my ine- 
vitable 



vitable fate to have been an Atheift, had 
not Philotheus fo ibrtimately freed mc 
£:om fo mifchlevons a conceit by thofe in< 
if ances of the conicum and arrow. For I 
do mod immutably apprehend thereby, 
that there is an exten£on diftin<5l from that 
of matter, which tho' we Ihould admit to 
be imaginary, yet this at lead will refult 
therefrom, That extenfion being thus ne^ 
ceflarily applicable as well to imaginary 
things as to real, it is rather a logical noti- 
on than a phyfical^ and confeqnently is ap 
plicable to all obje£h as well metafhyfical 
as fhyfical. 

Ciipk As well fhantafiic^l or imagina^ 
ry ^'^phyfical^ you Ihould fay, Hylobaresi. 
For ir any real thing be ext^ded^ it isi^ 
fa faBo matter, as that oracle of philolo- 
phy has concluded, ImeanRenatad Desr 
Cartes. 

Hyh That is agiun fpitefully ihterpofed^ 
Ciiphophron, (but not at all prpved) andi 
yet repugnantly to your own admired o^ 
nacle, who- has declared, as I told jpu be- 
fore, that mhili mdk eft affeUie^ Where-^ 
fore there being a meafurable exten£on di^ 
ftm6l from that of matter, there is alfo u 
fubftance diftindl from matter, which there- 
fore muft be immaterial^ and confequently 
"fWapbyJicaL But that there is ^ extend- 

1 i •o^ 
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on diftlnft from matter, is apparent in that 
inftance of the conicum, 

Cufh. There is no real defcription of 
a conicunty Hylobares, nor in any extenfr 
on but that of the wooden cylinder it- 
felf. Thefe are whims and turnings of our 
fancy only : and then we make grave the- 
ological inferences, and ufes of reproof, as 
if we carried all before us. 

HyL Anfwer me but with patience, Cu- 
phophron, and I doubt not but I ftiall 
quickly convince you, that there is more 
than fancy in thofe arguings. I will appeal 
to your reafon^ your imagination^ and your 
fenfe. What therefore is it, O Cuphophron, 
to defcribe a figure, as the mathematicians 
fpeak, but to draw fome extenfum or fdme 
point of it through the parts of fome other 
extenfuniy fo that the parts are palfed 
through of that extenfum in which the fi* 
gure is faid to be defcribed ? 

Cuph. Right, Hylobares, that is plain 
at firft fight. 

Hyl. This to gratify your reafon. But 
farther too, to carefs yoxiv fenfe and fancy j 
let us imagine for that wooden cylinder a 
glafs one, with a red line in it for its axis, 
snd from the top of this axis another red 
Ime drawn down to the peripherie of the i 
l^ajis ; which lines would be vifible to ^ 

your ' 
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mr very fight through the tranfparent 
[Tglafs ? . . 

Cupb. A fine thing to play with, Hylo- 
liares, what then ? 

Hyl. I would have you play with fuch 
a thing, O Cuphophron, but in fuch fort, 
las to make it turn fwiftly upon its axis. 
Und there will appear to your very fight 
a red conicuntj like the uiual fliape otan 
"cxtinguiiQier. If the line were blue, it 
[would be like it fomething in colour as 
well as figure. This I conceive (for I ne- 
ver try'd it, nor thought of it before now) 
you might diftin^5lly fee in the glafs. 

Cupb. A goodly fight : but what of all 
this? 

Hyl. I demand in what exfenfum this 
tonicum is dcfcribed ? 

Cupb. In the fame it is feen, namely In 
tlie glafs, Hylobares. 

HyL You anfwer what Is impofilble, Cu- 
phopron, and againft your firft conceffion; 
r or the red line does not pafs through the 
parts of the glafs, but is earned along with 
them, and therefore cannot defcribe the co- 
nicum in it. But there is a conifum defcri- 
bed even to your y cry fenfe. In what ex- 
tenfum therefore is It defcribed ? 

Cupb. In an imaginary extenfum. 

HyL But what is imaginary, Cuphophron, 

is 
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is a figment made at pleafure by us : Buir 
this extenfum we camiot dif-imagine, as I 
told you before, but it is whether we will 
or no : for no figure can be drawn bos 
through the parts of fomc extenjunt. 

Cuph. I am caft upon the fame anfwers 
again that I was before : then it is the idem 
of a pofisble extenjum^ which indeed the 
glafs-cy Under aftually is. 

Hyl. That is to fay, It is the particular ■ 
or individual poflible idea of that extenfnm- 
which the glals-cylindcr is aftually. 
' Cnph. It is that, or elfe I confefs I know 
not what it is. It is a mockery of the mind,, 
it is a troublefome fallacy. 

Hyl. But you do not mean any idea m 
cur brain by this poflible idea. For the red ^ 
line that defcribes the comcum is in tha I 
glafs, not in our brain. j 

Cuph. Therefore I muft mean the ob« ' 
jcfl: of that /i/«. 

HyL But is not the a^ual defcribing 
oj a figure in a mere poflible exfenJUm like 
fenfe to the writing of an actual epiftle in a: 
poflible flieet of paper ? Bcfidcs^ this par* 
ticular or individual pojjible idea of the ex* 
fenfitm which this particular cylinder is, 
aSluallyis an immovable extenfumy but this 
cylinder removable from it even while it 
does exift. How can it then be that pani^ 

cular 



tafer poffible extenfum which the cylinder 
ii aAually : but admit it could be, and let 
this cjlmder be removed from this po£ 
fible immovable extenfum^ and another cy- 
Imder of the fame bignefs fucceed into its 
place. Now this fecond cylinder rs aBuaU 
Ivthat particular exte^nfum ti^ch ftill the 
wme mdividual poffible exfeH/um is or 
m&f(4entiaJly. And fo both the Hrll and 
fecond cylinders are one and the fame in- 
dividual cylinder r for one indi'Pfdual pofj 
[Unlity can aJS>rd no more than one inairh 
M aBudlity im the world. And therefore 
one aiid the fame cylinder is b two di& 
tant places at once. 

"So^hr. This makes Cuphophron rub his 
temples. I believe he is confounded in the 
nudfl: of this hot and hafly tareer he haa 
taken a-frefli iti the behalf of Des-Cartes, 
Let me helj> him a little. It may be that 
immovable foffible cylltidriacal extenfim 
« the genus bf the two other i^Maers^ 
wci^as I remember,* Des-CirtleSihrimares 
feme fuch thing. 

Hyl. Rit how caii that ^hich is ifnmt>ih 
flWp, O Sophrpn, be the gdHus of thofe 
things that are moyable ? And wc will fup- 
pofe both thefe cylinders ffcmovcd from 

this 

? Princ. philof. par. 2. fcft. io, u. 
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this pofTible cylindrical extenfiim^ and 
thus the genus will be defertcdof itsjj^^r/- 
eSy and the Jpecies deftitute of their ^^««^, 
Which can be good in no logic k but Cu- 
phophron's or Des-Cartes'. Bntifhy genus 
you mean a mere logical notion, that is on- 
ly in the brain, which the red line is nor, 

but in the glafs. ...v,-*"-"-"^ 

Sophr. Nay, T perceive there is no deal? 
ing with Hylobares when his wit is once 
awakened. I am prefently forced to fouiid ' 
a retreat. And yet I care not to caft this 
one conceit more at him before I runaway. 
What if I Ihould fay it is only Jpatium /- 
ntagmariuniy Hylobares ? 

H^L Then you would only fay but 
what in e^e6l Cuphophron has faid twice 
already. But I tell you, Sophron, that the 
extenfion of this fpace which you call i- 
tnaginary is real. For ivhatfoeyer is a re- 
al affeSiion or attribute Uny-'where^ (and 
you know extenfion is fo in matter) ts ^- 
yery -where real -where it is deprehendei 
to be independently on our imagination. 
And that this extenfion is actual, necefla- 
xy and independent on our imagination, is 
plainly difcoverable in thofc inftances of 
ihe arrow and conicum. 

Philoth. You are an excellent proficient, 
Hylobares, that can thus vary, emprove 

and 



OfGoDh Attributes, 95 

and maintain things from fo few and flen- 
der hints. I never^fpoke with better fuc- 
cefs to any one in all my life touching 
thefe matters. 
XXIX. The eflendal properties of matter. 

Hyl. I find myfelf hugely at eafe fincc 
your freeing me, O Philotheus, from that 
prejudice, that xvhatfoey^r is extended^ mujl 
k matter. Whence I can now eafily admit 
the exiftence of fpirits ; but have therefore 
the greater cmiofity, and find myfelf fine- 
ly at leifure, to be more punftually in- 
fcufted concerning the nature of them, 

Pbiloth. I dare fay,HylQbares, you will 
be able abundantly to inftruft yourfelf 
touching that point, if we do but nrft care- 
fully fettle the notion of matter, whofe ef- 
fence I conceive confifts chiefly in thefc 
Aree attributes, felf-difunity , felf-tvifene* 
tr ability^ and felf-inaSliyity. 

HyL But I defire, O Philotheus, to know 
the diftinil meanbg of every one of thefc 
terms. 

Philoth. By felf- difunity I underftand 
iiothing elfe but that matter has no yin- 
culum of its own to hold it together, 
fo that of itfclf it would be difunited into 
a congeries of mere phyftcal monads^ that 
^, into fo little particles, that it implies a 
contradidion they ftiould be lefs. 

Hyl. 
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Hyl I underftand the notion well c^ 
nough. But what makes you attribute dijp 
unity to matter rather than firxn union of 
parts, efpecially you attributing felf-ina^'- 
tiyity thereto ? 

Philoth. Becaufe there is no yincttlufn 
imaginable in matter to* hold the parts to? 
gether. For you know they are imp^ne* 
trable, .and therefore touch one another 
as it were in fmooth fuperfides^ s . Hp^ 
therefore can they hold together ? what 
is the principle of their union ? 

Cupb. O, that is very clear, Philotheus; 
that Hupendious wit Des-Cartes plainly 
tells us that it is reft. 

Philoth. But I pray do you tell me, Cu- 
phophron, what is reft ? 

Cupb. That is eafily underftopd from 
motioHy which Des-Cartes intimates to be 
the feparation or tranflation of one pan of 
matter from the other. 

Philoth. And fo reft is the union or »«. 
feparatenefs of one part of matter from an- 
other. 

Cuph. I can imagine noth'mg elfe by it. 
For if a whole mafs of matter move toge- 
ther in one hard piece, the whole is mo- 
ved ; but the parts in refpe<5l of one ano- 
ther, becaufe they do not feparate one 
from another, are Uid to reft. And on this 

account 
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account motion is faid to be reciprocal, be- 
caufe indeed feparation is fo. 

Pbtlotb. Then reft and unfefaratenefs 
of parts are all one. 

Cufb, It feems (o. 

Philoth. And tinfefaratenefs and union 
, all one. 

Cuph. The very fame, I think, 

Pbiloth. Why then, reft ^ni union are 
all one, and fo the principle of the union 
of the parts of matter is the union of thehr 
parts. 

Hyl. That is, they have no principle of 
union at all, and therefore of themfelves are 
difunited. 

Philotb. And there is great reafon they 
fliould have 'none, foraftnuch as they are 
to be bound together in fuch forms and 
meafures as fome more diyine caufe (hall 
order. 

Cupb. i think in my heart Philotheus 
and Hylobares have both plotted a confpi* 
racy together againft that prince of philo- 
fophers, our admired Des-Cartes. 

HyL Philotheus and I have confpired 
in nothing, O Cuphophron, but what fo 
noble a philofopher would commend us 
for, that is, the free fearching out of truth : 
in which I conceive we are not unfuccelC 
ful. For I muft confefs I am convinced 

K that 
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chat this firft stttrlbute of matter, as Phlio^ 
theus has explained it, is true. And foxfeip 
iwpenetrahilityy it is acknowledged of all 
(Ides. But what do you mean, O Pfailo* 
theus, hy felfinaBiytty f 

Philotb. i mean that matter docs not 
move nor aftuate itfelf, but is or has been 
alw'aj^s excited by fome other, and cannot 
modify the motion it is excited into, but 
moves direftly fo as it is firft excited, un* 
lefs fome external caufe hinder. 

HyL This I underftand, and doubt not 
of the truth thereof 

Cuph. This is no more than Des-Cartcs 
himfelf allows of. 

£atb. And good reafon, O Cuphophron, 
he fhould do fo. For there being no medh 
urn betwixt felf-aBiyity and felf-inaBiyity^ 
nor hctwixt felf'Umon atidfelfdiJUmty, nor 
any immediate ^^«f/j tothefe diftributions, 
as cogitation and figure are to the kinds or 
modes under them, it is neceflary that one 
of the twain, and not an indifierency to 
either, fliould be the innate property of fo 
fimple an eflence as matter: and that there- 
fore felfinaSliyity and felfdifunity fhould 
be the properties thereof, it being a paffivc 
principle, and wholly to be guided by aih 
other. 

Philoth. You fay right, Bathynous; and 

. the 
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Ac cosS^&siry from all this VfiH be, That 
fynipatby caniiot immediately belong to 
matter. 

Hyl. Very likely. 

PhUefb. We are fully agreed then touch- 
ing the right notion or nature of matte r,Hy- 
' Ic^res. 

Hyl. We are fo, Phllotheus. 

Pbilotb. Can you then mifs of the true 
notion of a Jpirii ? 

XXX. Tlie true notion of a fpbit. 

/^/. Methinks I find myfelf able to de- 
fine It by the rule of contraries. For if y^^ 
^fumty^ felf-tnaBiyity^ felf-impenetrabtlu 
fy^ be the cflential attributes of matter or 
i(^iy ; then the attributes of the oppofite 
^iciet^ viz, oi fpirit^ muft he /elfunity^ 
ftlfaSiiytty^ felf^etr ability. 

Philotb. Very right. And have ygu not 
tsdiflinft a notion of every one of thefe at* 
ttibutes as of the other ? 

Hyl\ will try. By tixc felfunity of a 
ft^irit I underftand a Ipirit to be immediate- 
9 and ejfentially one, and to want no other 
vinculum to hold the parts together but its 
own cfience and exiftence ; whence it is of 
its own nature indifcerpible. 

Philoth. Excellently well defined. 

Hyl. This I am carried to by my rca- 
fon. But inethinks my imagination boggles 

K. 2 and 
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and ftarts back, and brings me into a fufpi- 
tfon that it is the notion of a thing that 
cannot be. For how can an extended fub- ■ 
ftance be indivifible or indifcerpible ? For 1 
quatenus extended it muft* be divifible. 
Philoth, It is true, it is inteUeBually di- 
vidble, hMtfhyftcally indifcerpible. There- 
fore this is the fallacy your fancy puts up- 
on you, that you make sndiyiftbility and 
indifcerpibility all one. What is inteUeSu" 
ally divifibie may be fbyjically indivifible 
or indifcerpible : as it is manifeft in thp na- 
ture of God, whofe very idea implies in- 
difcerpibility, the contrary being fo plain 
an imperfc6i:ion. For whatfoever is difcier- 
pible is alfo movable : butnothing is mov- 
able but muft be conceived to move in that 
which is a neceffary and immovable eC- 
fence, and which will neceflarily be, tho' 
there were nothing elfe in the world : which 
therefore muft be the holy eflencc of God, 
as Bathynous has very well noted already, 

and feems to have light upon the true to 

^oQTOv yimv OLxivYfroVy which Ariftotle 

fought for above the heavens, but Bathy^ 
nous has rightly found to be every-where. 
Wherefore at length to make our inference ; 
If it imply acontradi6lion,Hylobares, that 
the Divine Extenfion fliould be difcer- 

pible. 



r 



Cy God's Attributes. %ca 

pible, extended eiTence quateuui extended 
cannot imply phyfical divifibility. 
. Hyl. It is very true, Philotheus. 

Pbihtb. What hinders then but fpirit 
qnatf»u$ fpirity. according to Dhe right idea 
thereof^ be immediately or ejfentially one^ 
that is to fay, indifcerpible ? For what is 
immediately and cflentially one, and not 
kftrutnentally^ or one hy yirtue offome o 
iber^ is neceflarily and immutably one, iind 
it implies a contradiftion to be othcrwife,. 
while it at all is, and therefore is indifcer- 
pible. 

Cuph. Why, Philotheus? cannot the 
Omnipotence of God-himfelf difcerp a fpi- 
rit, if he has. a mind to it ? 

Pbiloth. He may annihilate a fpirit, if 
he will. But if a fpirit be immediately and 
cflentially one, he can no more difcerp it, 
than he can feparate that property, of hav? 
ing the power of the hypotenufa equal to 
the powers of both the bafis and catbetus^ 
from a reBangle-trianglep 

Cupb. You know,Philotheus, DesCartes 
afferts that God might change this proper- 
ty of a re<5langle-triangle, if he would, 

Pbilotb. He does indeed fay fo, but by 
Way of a Aim jear to their ignorance, as he 
deems it, that are not aware of his fuppoC- 
?d mechanical neceffity of the refult of all 

K 3 the 



102 OfGoiy^^ Attributt'es. 

the phanomena of the world from the mere 
motion of the matter. This piece of vnx I 
fufpeft m this paradox of that great Phflo- 
Ibpher. Horwerer , I Trifl not contend with, 
you, Cuphophron : Let but a fpirir be nd - 
more difccrpible than that property of a 
re<5langle-triangle is feparable from it, and 
then we are agreed. 

Cuj>k I am well pleafed that we can a-- 
grec in any thing that is compliable with 
the dictates of the noble Des-Cartes. 

PbilotB. So I dare fay fliould weall, O 
Cuphophron : But I muft purfue my put- 
pole with Hylobares. What do you uncfer- 
ftand hyfelfaBiyity in a fpirit, Hylobares ? 

Hyl. I underftand an active power in a 
fpirit, whereby it either modifies ilfelf ac- 
cording to its, own nature, or moves the 
matter rcgularly according to fome certain 
modifications it imprefles upon it, unitkig 
the fhyjical monads into particles of fuch 
magnitude and figure, and guiding them 
in fuch motions as anfwer the end of the 
fpiritual agent, either conceived by it or 
incorporated into it. Whence there appears, 
as was faid, the reafon why both dtfimity 
and inaBiyity ihould belong to matter. 

Philofh. Very accurately dnd fuccinflflj^ 
anfwered, Hylobares, You arc fo nimbte 

a( 
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at it, that certainly you have thought of 
diefe notions before now. 

HfL I have read fomcthing of them. 
But your dexterous defining the attributes 
(X matter might of itfelf make me a little 
more chearfully nimble at defining thofe of 
^fpirity efpecially now I can clofe with 
the belief of its exiftence, which I could 
never" do heartily before. And for the laft 
Attribute, 'which feemed to me the moft 
puzzling, I mean that oi felf penetrability^ 
k is now to me as eafy a notion as any : 
aid I underftand nothing elfe by it, but 
that different fpirits may be in the fame 
fpace^ or that one and the fame may draw 
its cxtenfion into a leflcr compafs, and fo 
iare one part of its effence lie in the fame 
fpacc with feme others : by which power 
it is able to dilate or contraft hfelf. This 
I cafily conceive may be a property of a- 
ny createdand finite fpirit, becaufe the e^ 
ttnfion of no fpirit is corporeal. 

nilatb. Very true. But did you not 6b- 
fove, Hylobares, how I removed fymfa* 
^iy from the capacity of matter ? 
Hyl I did, Philotheus; and thereby 1 

Cannot but collect tliat it is feated in the 

tiritual or incorporeal nature. And I un* 
'rftand by this Jyntpatiyy not a mere com- 
Pjfhity^ hni rather a coa^iyity of th<i 

fpirit 
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fpirit in which it does rcfide : which I con- 
ceive to be of great ufe in all ferceptiye 
fpirits. For in virtue of this attribute; how- 
ever or in whatever circumftanccs they arcj] 
affefted in one part, they are after the 
fame manner affe6led in all. So that if, 
there were a perceptive fpirit of an infinite 
Amplitude and of an infinite exaltednefs 
di Sympathy^ where-ever any perceptive 
Encrgie emerges in this infinite Spirit, it 
is fuddenly and neceflarily in all of it at!] 
once. For I muft confel^, Philotheus, I J 
have often thought of thefe notions hereto- 
fore, but could never attribute them to a 
fpirit^ becaufe I could riot believe there 
was any fuch thing as a fpirit, fbrafmuch 
as all extenfion feemed to me to be corpo- 
real. But your sequinoiSlial arrow has quite 
ftruck that error out of my mind. For the 
more 1 think of it, the more unavoidable 
it feems to me, that that extenfion in the 
SBquin0(5lial circle wherein the arrow is car- 
ried in a curvilinear motion is not only an 
extenfion diftinftfrom that of the aereal cir- 
cle, but that it is an extenfion of fomething 
real and independent of our imagination. 
Becaufe the arrow is really carried in fuch 
a curvilinear line, and uue not being able 
to difimagine it otherivifCy we have as 
great a certainty for this as we have for a- 

jiy 
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flj thing. For it is as certainly true as our 
ficulties are true : and tve baye no greater 
certaiftty than that of our faculties. And 
thus was the fole obftacle that kept me off 
from admitting the cxiftencc of fpirits de- 
molished at once by the ikilful aflauUs of 
Fhilotheus. 

Pbihp. I am exceeding glad of it, Hy- 
lobares, and muft owe Philotheus many 
thanks for his fuccefsful pains. The Spiri- 
tuility of God then is not the leaft preju- 
dice to your belief of his exiftence. 

Hyl. Not the leaft, Philopolis. The no- 
tion of a Jfirit is now to me as cafic and 
comprehenfible as that of matter ; and the 
attributes of a fpirit infinitely more eafie 
than the competiblenefsoffuch properties 
as they muft be forced to give to matter 
who deny there is any fuch thbg as a fpi- 
rit in the world. 

Philop. Why then, you may without a- 
ny more ado proceed to the laft Attribute 
of God which you propounded. 

XXXI. The Attribute of Omniprefency. 

HyU I will, Philopolis. It was Omnu 
prefency^ I mean the ejfential Omniprefen- 
cy of God. For attending to the infinite 
perfe<5lion of God according to his idea^ I 
cannot but acknowledge his Effence to be 
infinite, and therefore that he is eflentially 

prefent 
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prcfent cvcry-whcrc; And fbr thofc that 
would circumfcribc the Divine Eilence, I 
would alk them, how they can make his 
Effence finite,, and his Attributes iixfinite; 
or to what extent they conceive him cir% 
cumfcribed. To confine him to a pobc^ 
were intolerably ridiculous. And to pre- 
tend that the amplifying of his Eflence be- [ 
yond this were any advantage or perfe^li-. i 
on, were plainly to acknowledge that the. 
taking away his eflcntial Omniprefency i( 
to attribute to him an infinite imperfeflxoQ* 
For any circumfcription implies an infinite 
defeat Thcfe confcieratiottSyO Philopolis:, 
force me to believe that God is efientiaUy 
omniprefent, and that he pevvadea al^ 
thmgs, even to all infinite imaginable fpM' 
ces. But when I have thus concluded with 
myfdf, I am call off again with a very rode 
and importune check, as if this were tpt 
draw down the Divinhy into miry lakes 
and ditches and worfe-icented places, and 
to be as unmannerly in our thoughts to the 
true God as Orpheus is in his exprelficma 
to the Pagan Jupiter, 

Euijt. It is the very verfe that Gregory 
Nazianzen quotes in his inyeBiyes againft 
Julian the a^ojlate^ and does feverely re- 
proach 
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proach the poet for the flovcnlinefs and uo- 
mannerlinels of his ftyle. 

CupL And well he may, Euiftor. 

EuiJL But how fliall we redeem our i« 
magination from this captivity into fuch 
ibrdid conceits ? 

Cupb. lean tell, Euiftor, and lam ve- 
ry glad of the opportunity of the fhewing 
the ufefulnefs of a peculiar notion I have 
afthcOmniprefency of God, to folve fuch 
difEcttlties as this of Hylobares. 

Hyl. For the love of the truth, good Cu- 
phoph'ron, declare it. 

Cupb^ But it is {ofublime^ fo fubtile and 

h elevated ^O Hylobares, (tho' not the lefg 

..Iblid) that I queftion whether it will be 

•ftfcrction to commit it to unprepared ears. 

Hyl. Why? you fee, Cuphophron, that 
I am not altogether an undocible auditor of 
. metaphyficks, by Philotheus his fuccefs 
upon me, Befides, it is agabft the profef- 
". fed freedom of philofophizing in thefe our 
meetings to fupprefs any thing, and the 
more injurious, in that you have fet our 
months a watering by the mentioning of fo 
excellent a notion, and fo ferviceable for 
the folving this prefent difficulty touching 
the Divine Omniprefence. 

Cupb. Well, Hylobares, becaufe you do 

thus 



1IO Of <JodVA%"Tribtjti:s. 

thus ftretched their wit8*to da^e outmoftexi 
tent to lift the Deity quite out -of the mif" 
verfe, they infinuatiflg that tvhiich a^tmtl 
but imply as much in their own judgliieiitft 
For it 19 evident that that which k^o* 
where is not at all Wherefore it muftne^i 
make fine fleering fport with thefe 4^1^, 
^^ wits, while they fee their ill-intend^ 
raillery fo devoutly taken up for choiceft 
and fublimfeft pieces of natural theoiogy. 
by well-meaning, but left cautious^ 6Wt€»^ 
plators of philofophlcal matters. 

Eui/i. Is not this fomething inhofpital 
for us all to fall upon Cuphophron thus ifl ' 
his own arbour at once ? 

Cufh. No, Euiftor, there is nothing cod> 
mltted againft the laws of hofpitality^ but 
all tranfa^led according to that liberty that 
is given and often made ufe of in thefe 
our philofophical meetings. Thfey are not 
at all unciyil, tho"* you be extremely ntuci 
a gentleman^ Euiftor, and it may be, a more 
favourable dftknator of my diftrfeffcd opi- 
nion than the reft. • • ^ 

Euift. I muft confefs I think none can 
conceive better of your perfon, Cupha«, 
phrbn, than myfelf ; but yo»r aflettion of 
God^s being no-where is the moft odd and 
unexpefted afiertion that ever I hejird i« 
tny life j and^ but that you- are fo very-*well 

known 
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kflowa for your piety otherwife, I fliould 
have thought to have been the voice of a 
down-right Atheift. You will pardon thi 
tiberty. - g 

Oifib. I told you at firft^ Euiftor, that 
iiie notion was more than ordinarily yj^i^///^ 
n&ifubtime : Thefc things arc not appre- 
hended in an inftant 

XXXIII. The coBfaCatioiiof that paradox. 
' ttfl Ay but a man may in almoft lefs 
th«i an inftant difcover the aflertion to be 
usppiEbley fuppo£c^ God has any elTence 
ttall, fi% Philotheus oj; Batbynous could 
quickly convince you. 

Pbiloth. The caufc is in a very good 
i^ ; I pray you proceed, Hylobares. 

ffyl. Tell me thea firft, O Cuphophron, 
^hcAcf God be not as eflentially prefent 
«T<ry wh^re as he is any where. 

Cuph. That I muft not deny, Hyloba- 
karcs : He is. 

Hyl. And whether his cflential Attri- 
butes be not in his Effence, not out of it. 

Cu^ht Who catt imagine to the contra- 
ry? • 

HyL And whether Omnipotency, where- 
in is contained the power of moving the 
Matter, be not an effential Attribute of God. 

Cuph. That is univerfally acknowledg- 
ed. 
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HyL And that he does or did fometime 
move at leafl fome part of the matter, 

Cufh. That Des-Cartes himfelf aflerts, 
with whom I am rcfolved to ftand and fall. 

HyL Now I demand, if it be pofllblc 
for the matter to be moved by the pow« 
of God, unlefs tliere be an application of| 
God's power to the matter ? 

Cuph. It is iK)t poflible, Hylobares. \ 

HyL Nor the power, being only in the j 
c(retice,not out of it, to be apply M without - 
the application or prcfence of the eflence* 
to that part of the matter the power ails ■ 
upon. 

Cupb. I am furprifed. 

H^L And therefore there being a nccef- 
fixy that the Eflence of God fliould be prc- 
fent to fome part of the matter at leaft, ac- 
cording to your own concefHon, it is pre- 
fent to all. 

Cuph^ And fo I believe you will infer, 
Hylobares, that the Divine Eflence is in 
fome fenfe epftended. 

HyL That indeed, Cuphophfon, might 
be bferred, if need were, that there is an 
amplitude of the Divine Eflence. 

Batb. It might; but this in the mean 
time mod feafonably noted : How that that 
atheiftical plot laid againft the Exiftence of 
God in that bold affertion, ["That there can 

be 
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be no exten£on or amplitude, but it muft 
neceflarily be matter, J being defeated by 
the, notion of the ejfential Omtd^efence of 
God, to make fure work, and to baffle the 
truti^ they raifed this fuhh'me and eleyated 
£2aon, that inftead of God^s being every- 
. Tvhere^ according to the univerfal opinion 
of all fober men, that his nature is fuch that 
be can be no-rcuhere : without which far- 
fetched fubterfuge they could never have 
bom two faces under one hood, and play'd 
iHtit^beifi znd^eijl at once, profeffing 
G(tKl was no-where, and yet that he v/as'. 

Cufb. Is this your fagacity or deep me- 
lancholy, Bathynous, that makes you fur- 
mize fuch plots agaihfl: thfe Deity r For I 
have no more plot againft God, than againft 
my own foul, which I hold to be a fpirit* . 
And I hold God to be no-where, not as he 
is God, but as he is an intelleftual fpirit : 
for I hold of all fpirits, that' they are no- 
where. 

HyL It feems then, Cuphbphron, that 
the plot aims farther than we thought on, 
not only to exclude God, but all the orders 
of fpirits that are^ out of the world. 

Cufb. I know not what you call exclud- 
ing out of the %uorldy Hylobares ; 1 am 
fure I do npt mean any excluding out of 
hin^. 

1^3 Hyl^ 
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XXXIV. That all fpiritsarc fosae-wheie. 

tiyl That is mercifully meant, O Cu; 
phophron ; but we cannot conceive they arc; 
if they may not be upon any other te 
than you conceit them. And it is a woa- 
dcr to me, that you do not eafily difce 
your own foul to hcfome-wherCy if you c 
diftinftly difcexn her to be at all. 

Cupb, I do mod intimately and diflin^ 
ly perceive my own foul or mind to b 
and that I am it, and yet without being 
ny-where at all. 

Hyl. But cannot you alfo think of two 
things at once, O Cuphophron ? 

Cupb. Every man can do that that can 
compare jwo things or two ideals one with 
the other : For if he do not thmk of them 
gt once, how can he compare them ? 

Hyl. Let not go therefore this perccpti* 
pn you have of yourfelf, but raife up alfo 
the idea or remembrance of the indefinite? 
ly extended matter of the univerfe, which 
is dif continued no- where, but reaches from 
yourfelf to infinite fpaces round about you, 
or is continued from infinite fpaces roimd 
about till it reach your thinking felffiif* 
Can you be furrounded by all this, and 
yet be no-wherc > Or can you compare 
. your diftinft felffhip with this immenfc 
compafs, and yet not conceive yourfelf 
furrounded ? CufTo. 
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CujffL I compare what is no-where with 
that which is every- where, and find them 
to be dcrufjif^fXi^oL, 

Hyl. You fuppofe your n^ind or foul no- 
where firft, or rather fay fo, tho' you cannot 
conceive it, and then you cry out that the 

tmiverfe and ftie are a(ru]u|SA»i7a. Which 

error, if you were unprejudiced, this con- 
fidcration would convince you of, efpeci- 
ally backM with what palpably falls under 
fenfe. 

Cuph. What's that, Hylobares ? 

HyU The foul's J)eing touched and twnf- 
fixMjas it were, from real obje^Si/^ extrsil 
round about, from above and beneath, and 
from every Jlde: which would be notori- 
onfly perceptible to you, if you could 
pcarch yourfelf, as a bird, on the top of 
xome high fteeple. 

Cuph. It is more fafe to fuppofe the ex- 
periment, than to try it. But what then, 
Hylobares ? 

Hyh There being from above and be- 
neath and from every fide round from 
thofe external obje6ls ( fuppofe of fight ) 
motion tranfmitted to the perceptive foul 
ierfelf through the air and organs of her 
body, and flie palpably perceiving herfelf 
thus affe^iled from things round about her, 

it 
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it is maiilfeft from thence that ihe is ia 
the midft of them, according as flie plaiU; 
ly feels herfelf to be, and that confequcut 
ly flie hfome-where. 

Cupb. That which is no-where coiinc^i 
be in the midft of any things. It is oaf 
the body that is in the midft of thofe 
je<5ls, which obtrudes this miftake upon tie 
foul, while Ihe thinks herfelf to be in th ' 
midfl: of them, whenas indeed fhe is not... 

HyL But the body with all its org 
and thofe more external media . betwixt t 
body and the objefts, are but theinft 
ments whereby the foul perceives thofe ' 
diftant objefts round about. Wherefore flie 
herfelf muft needs ht where the lines of 
motion through thefe continued inftruments 
of her perception do concenter. Nay in- 
deed the tranfmiflion of any fingle motion 
through matter that affe6fe the foul is a 
palpable argument that flie is fome-where. 
For how can that which is fome-where, ^^ 
matter and motion are, reach that which is 
nowhere ? How can they come at it, or 
it at them ? Not to add, that D'es-Cartes 
^ himfelf cxpreilly admits that thofe ob- 
jefts the foul fees and flies from or purfues 
are without her. Wherefore many of thefe 
in a compafs muft needs furrouna her, and 

there- 

* Erinc. part. i. art. 71. 
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drercfore they being without her, (he muft 
be within them, and fa of neceffity be 
fmexuhere. 

Cupb. The Philofopher, it may be, there 
flips into the ordinary conceit of the vulgar. 

Hyl Again, Cuphophron, if the fouls of 
men be no-where, they are as much in one 
man's body as another's, and one man's 
foul may move another man's body as 
well as his own, and at what-ever diftancc 
that man is from them : which fcems im- 
poffible for any finite fpirit to do, nor arc 
Acre any examples of their doing fo. 

Cuph. You give the reafon yourfelf, 
Hylobares, why they cannot aa at any 
diftance ; namely, becaufe their power is 
6ute. 

Hyl And you Cuphophron, acknow- 
«dge fouls to be nearer and farther off, in 
that you acknowledge they catmot a6l at 
^^y diftancg. But that which is nearer and 
&rther off is fome-where, at leaft definimL 

Cuph. And that one man's foul does not 
*^ove another man's body, is becaufe it is 
vitally united only to one. 

HyL Is it then united to the iniide of the 
body, Cuphophron, or to the outfide ? 

Cuph. That is a captious queftion. For 
whether I fay to the infide or to the ou^ 
fide, you will infer the foul to be fome- 

where« 
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where. But that which is no-wherc cannot! 
be united to cither fide. 

HyL And therefore is not united at all. 

Cupb. Thefc things will not Fall into e-J 
very man's capacity. 

Hyl. Again, Cuphophron, is the foul u-J 
nited to the body by its cflcnce, or by fomi 
cffential attribute of the foul ? 

Cupb. There is another caption, Hylo 
bares : for I forefce your fophiftry, thlat' 
I fay the effenct of the foul is united wii 
the body, then the foul muft be wherte tlw 
body is. But if I fay by an effetifial ottrt^ 
hutey the foul muft be where the cffential 
attribute is, and confequently where the] 
body is ; fo that it will come all to one. 

nyU Or thus, Cuphophron, Does not 
the foul move the body ? 
• Cupb. What moves the bodies of brutes, ' 
HykK>af es i I§ not their foul mere mecfaar 
nical motion, according to thgt admirable 
philofopher ? ' 

HyL But I afk you, does not the ratio- 
nal foul by the power of its will move the 
body ? 

Uupb. Elfe therd were no exercife of 
free-will in external a6iions ? 

Hyl. Is then the power of moving the 

body thus by her wUl in the foul, or out 

pf the foul? 

Cuph 



Cuf^h. In the foul, Hylobares. . 

^/, How then can this i)Ower be. ex- 
erted on the body to move it, unlefs the 
foul be e&ntially prefent to the body to 
exert it upon it ? 

CupL By a certain emanathe efficacy 
tkt comes from the fouL 

iiyl And flows like a ftreamet in the 
air betwixt the foul and the body. 

Cufh. You run always into thefe exten- 
fmfil phantafins, Hylobarcs, the bufie im- 
portunities of which, when I am rapt up into 
my metapbyfical fublimitiesj Hook as con- 
temptuoufly down upon, as upon the quick 
wiigglings up and down of Pifmires and 
Ear-wigs upon the extended furfacc of the 
earth. 

Hyl You have a very elevated foul, I 
muft confefs, O Cuphophron. But I pray 
you look down a little lower and clofer, on 
this emanatiye energy of the foul upon the 
body, and purfue it* firom the body to the 
fource of it, the foul, where ends it, Cu- 

phophrcm? , ■ ' 

Cuph, In thefoul/Hylobares. 

HyL But where is then the foul ? 

Cuph. No-whcre. 
. Hyl: Why then it ends no-where, and 
began from no-wherc, ' , • 

Cuph That mull :need«'be, becaufethe 

foul is no-where. ^^* 
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Hyl. Bm this is marv^louily nlyfteriousi 
O Cuphopfaron^that there Ihoula be a cos)* 
tinuea emanation betwixt two thifigsi 
wbeteof one is fonve-wbere, and yet tlif 
other no-where ; the intermediate etnanatit 
vn alfo proceeding but to a finite diftocuse^ 

Cuph. Metaphyficks were not Meta^ \ 
Jicksj Hylobarcs, if they were not myfte? j 
rious. , ^j 

HyL Had you not better admit of an iiii|^:] 
material or metaphyfical extenfion w^ 
Philotheus and myfelf, than to harbatf| 
fuch unconceivable notions, that ly fo un? 
evenly in every magi's mind but your own? 

Cupi, I am not alone of this mind, Hy- 
lobares. And as for Philotheus his opiniott 
and yours, (fince.you have adopted it) I 
have heard what has been laid all thisi 
while, and have thought of thefe things p* 
ver and over again, but your reafons move 
me notliing at all. 

XXXV. The grounds of CuphophK)n's paradox 
. . (that fpirits are no-where) produicpd atfd ex^tmi&sd, 

Hyl. Tell me then, I pray you, Cu- 
phophron, what Is it chiefly that moved 
you to be of the opinion that you are, Tbat 
nofpiritcan be any-ivhere^ or that the foul 
of man is no-where f 

Cuph. O Hylobares, there be convin- 
cing reafons of this feemingpai*adox,ifihey 

'.meet 
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meet trith a inind tapieMe of them : but 
the ^hief are thefe two. Fird, In that the 
nind ef man thinks c^fttch things as are 
Bo*where, as of many moralj hgicd and 
mahmgHcal tniths, whkh being of the 
lutQire to be nawherd^ the mhid thai con- 
ceives them muft be neCeflarily no*where 
atfo. The fecond, In that c^gitatiortj as co* 
gitation, is ipfofaBo exempted or prefcind- 
«d from all cxtcnlion. For tho^ we donbt 
wiiether there be any matter or any exten- 
ded thing in the world^ ytx we are even 
then afored that we are res cogitanfes. 
Which fhews that cogitation has nothing at 
all to do with extenfioftj not has any appli- 
cabiUty to it ; forafniuch as we pcteeive 
ourfcivcs to thiiJk, when we have not th6 
feaft thought of any thing extended. Where' 
fore our thoughts having norelatitm or apfU- 
cability to extenficMi, they have no applica- 
bility to place, and confequfently neither 
they nor our minds are any- where, 

Hyi. I partly underftand what you would; 
be at, Cuphophron, but not fo fully as ta 
difcover any ftrength at all in your reafon* 
ings. The wt^knefs of the firft ground 
you may underftand from hence ; That it 
will as well follow, that the foul or mind 
of fkiatl is fome-where, becaufe it thinks of 
diitigs that are fome-whercyas^that it is no^r 

M .where/ 
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where, becaufe it thinks of things th jtf aw 
no-where. Bcfides that thofe things "whiah: 
you fay arc no-where arc fotnc-where, I 
inean.thofe. marat, logical and matk^math 
cat truths. For they arc in the mind orfoui j* 
and the foall before demohftratcd, I thinks 
to any unprejudiced auditor, to be in the 
body, and the body you cannot deny but 
to be Ibme-where. It is true,fon:ic of thoft 
truths, it may be, as they are reprefentnU* 
onSy refpe6l neither time nor place ;. but ^ 
they are operations or modes of a fuhje^ 
oxfubfiance^ they cannot but be concei^irei 
to be in that fubftance. And forafmuch .<s 
there is no fubftance but h^s at leaft aatf/ 
fential amplitude ^ they are in a fubHance 
that is in fome fort extended, andfb'fcy 
virmc of their fubjeft muft ncdcflarily ti' 
conceived to be fome-where. For thcmode 
of a thing is infeparate from the thing itfe'lf. 
- Cupb. But here you run away with ithxl, 
Hylobares, which I will not allow yourto 
afTume, viz. That there is a fubftahcje of 
the mind or. foul diftin6l from cogitWon, 
I fay that cogitation itfelf is the vcryfiib- 
ftance of the foul, and thsreforle the fowl 
is as much no-where as if it had no fdl* 
ilance at all. 
: HyU But obferve, Cuphophrbn, that m 

your faying that ^(?gi/>i?fi^« itfelf is the ve- 
ry 
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ty fkbjlance of the foul, you affirm the 
ioul is a Cubftancc. And fo my argument 
returns again upon you ; tho' the faying the 
yery Gperation is the fubftancc is a manifeft 
fd&ood. For the operations of the foul are 
/pecifieally diftinft, and fuch fpecifically 
diftinft operations fucceeding one another 
muft be, according to your account, fo ma- 
ny fpecifical fubftances fucceeding one an- 
other. So that your foul would not be al- 
ways the fame fpecifical fubjlance^ much 
lefs the fame individual; than which no- 
ting can be more wild and extravagant. 
Again, the foul is accounted a permanent 
thing by all men, but her operations are in 
flux and fuccejfton : how then can the ope- 
rations be the foul herfelf ? or what will 
become of memory i There is therefore, 
Cuphophron, a fubftance of the foul as 
iliftin6l from its operations or fucceeding 
cogitations, as the matter is from the fi- 
gures and motions that fucceed in it. 
■ Cnph. I am not yet convinced of that. 

Hyl. And now for your fecond ground, 
which would infer from our being aflured 
We thinky while we doubt whether there 
be any extended thing in the world, or, it 
may be, think of no extenfion, that there- 
fore our minds have no relation or applica- 
biiity to any extenfion whatfoevcr ; The 

weakncfs 
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weakndfs erf this reafoning yoii may eiffly 
difcover, if you will but confidet, ' Th^t 
intenfion of lieat or motion is confidcwd 
without any relation to extenfipn, and y^ 
it is related to a fubjeft extended,' fup'|>ofe 
to a burning-liot iron. And we tRink witfi- 
out at all thinking of time or of rke cotiHb 
of the fun ; and yet our thought is appli- 
cable to time, and by the motion of the 
fun may definitively be faid not to Wtfb 
commenced till fuch a minute of ail hprtf', 
tmd to have ceafed by fuch a minute. Afiw 
there is the fame reaion of place as of tim, 
that is to fay, fuch a man's thouj^ts ip^ 
be faid definitively to have been conceif 
cd in fuch a place, as well as withift ftch 
a time. And, to conclude, it fecms atiactfe 
ibphifm, to argue from the prcciHott <if ocf 
thoughts, that the things themfelves tvt tt* 
ally prefcinded one from another; and Itfc 
yet far worfe, to infer they have not ^J 
relation or applicability one to anotficr. If 
they were fo unrelated indeed in the fiiU 
and adequate appreheniion-ofthem,as >WcU 
circumftantial as eflcntial, then I Confefe 
the inference might be found : but -whtti 
the mind is fo fct on the thetaphyficA 
rack as to pull thofe things afunder that are 
found together in nature, and then to fay ' 
they have no relation to one another, or to 

leave . 






r 



^k^mt by uudverteury what cunnot be 
f xqMjed from tjbe perfedl; idea of fuch or 
&C& % being ; all coticlufiom firom fuch 
|iiiicip{esinu(^ b(9 Uk^ th^ prbuciples them- 
mrcs^ cbfie&lve p? dtftorted* And there- 
iise, being fo little hth&cd with Cupho- 
fhrcm's fobicioh of the pre&nt difficulty 
loflching the 7>iyw Qmnifrifince^ I fi>re- 
&ctl}iu Philothepj mitft have the fole ho- 
^ fif fully eafing and fettling tny mini 
19 a tight and mi(xial apj^ehenfion of all: 
^ Amibutes of God« 
^ Miletk The honQur of that Citisfa^lioa' 
k^\3fi to G&d alonei Hylobares, who has 
ftycn you fo qvu^k aa apptehenfion, and 
Wimparti^ a laye of th« ttuth, where €y« 
iti&iound. 

U .%^* That honow I do ,uofipigr»edly reo- 
iet .to God that is bi^ peculiar iw i an4 * 
J^^lthii)t there is a ^ivil gratifyde dMP: 
^4»thpfe thai be youQhfafe^' tp. makp: 
♦IJnMients of his gpodpef^ a«d bov^y, ap ^ 
icluL^At,this time made you; Philotheu^r 
An^ therefoifi you Iwf'mg hftd f^¥c$llQRtr 
^cfifs hitherto, I deiire y?*i.yrc>p}4 pr^-- 
^?d to the fialution of this laft dii£fi!ilty^> 
Jwichiiag th« 7>iyin^ Qmip^ffi^f^^ 

XXXVL That 4Gkid>' dtotift% iwffci^^ 

.7^i^a^.l.wiil,lJylQ]b*F«,«iiiIbeU^yp 



yoa will find it one of the eafieft you hMt 
ptx)pounded, tho' I mtift' eoftfclls it ^wy 
teem odd at the firft* fight, a$ it has done 
to very famous criticks itt points -of theO' 
logy, who mainly from thi« confideratiooj 
that the foul and ill-fccnted places of thb 
earth are an unfit receptacle of the 'divine 
Pre fence, have made bold to confine the. 
Godhead to the heavens. Which opinion 
of theirs is rather to be imptJted to the tikih 
ty of their fenfe than to thfe fagadtyirftheif 
wit. For all thofe things that fecm fofcd 
and difagreeable in nature are not r^idlji^ 
in themfelves, bufonly relatively; fSii 
what is one creature's /«)&« is the del^if 
and food of another, and what is the d&iti 
of the one is the life of the other. So that 
we may eafily conceive, tho' God has « ^ 
apprehenfion of whatever is, that y<t there 
is no neceffity at all that he ffiouldbedif- j 
affe(Sled, difgufted, or any way annoyed 
by being prefent with any thing :.nay, la- 
ther, that It is impoffible he fhould, cv^^y 
thing that implies impcrfeftion beiag ifi* 
competible to the Divine Elfence ; fo thjt 
he need not withdraw himfelf from ityM 
fufferirig nothing by immediately refiding 
in it, no more than he can be v;ovnded witi 
zfword or pricked with a thorn; and there : 
is the like reafon for any other ingrateful 

fenfe. 



&o£e. , For all is to be rcfblved i^to the 
m^/i and .f^ur$ of the particUs of thq 
wtf/l5^i:iVarioufly impreflqiupon the organs 
o£our 'bodies ; and what unnolinefs or ab- 
Cobte defiletnent Cfia. there be in any ei- 
limtMoHoHj figure^ or exility of fuch par- 
tishsf Wherefore the frame of all natural 
.drings whatfoevpr, nothing at all excepted, 
Ihno lc£s imJfenJJye^ no lc[s holy, nolcfs 
itff:e£aile to the Eternal Mind^ than the 
-Imes <^a pi^ure p^ flatue are to a limner 
"<ttflatuary> no part whereof gives him the 
teaitdifguft or averfation from the matter he 
Has thus ihaped or figured ; for art and Jiill 
ifid reafim runs through all. Whence it ap- 
pears that this exception againd the Omni< 
piefexK:e of God is nothing but a fallacy 
pfltitpon our own inadvertent thoughts, 
while we fancy God liable to the fame in- 
coav-csiieocies that we ourfelvcs are by 
teafon of our weak and paillve fenfes. 
: Pbiiep. This feems to me j tho' lefs ver- 
fed in {dailoibphy, a very plain, folid and 
iQtelligibJe fol\ition of the prcfent diiEcul- 
ty. But Cuphopron*s hypptheiis is, I muft 
«onftfs, to my flower apprehenfion infi- 
nitely paradoxical, and methought was ve- 
ry intelligibly confuted by Hylobarcs, tho' 
"with fome circuixiAabces that to mefeemed 

not 
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ttot fo becommg toward fo w<»^1iy aff4>^ 
ligmg a pcrfon fts Cupfaophron* 

XXXVII. The Arboriil'8 affeft^l libl»ty of ;$£. 
1 muiecdlkiy opinions and Aicwity f|bt» 
of 4)iie aaothcr in their pbilo&|p4ttcd 

Gi^^. I thank you, Philopolis, fpryoaic 
fenfiblenefs on my behalf. But im c^^a^ 
he oi'dinarily looks as if he were ahure4 
who is thought te be ovefoome. Be£d^ 
k is an ufual thing ki our meetings, aad<ff 
which we ate much iaure4 who mc fo £i^ 
jniliarly acquainted , to abufc one ^Vt^^^jkfig 
kta the truth, by (hawing the tidicmlaiBC 
i^efa of the ettor, und intimating £:«^ Vih$t 
dHpropmtion of tempev of mind it may 4. 
rife. For this (ubder iforious mirth i$> ib £i{ 
irom giving any olS^nce to us who ^imdet^ 
ftand one another, that it is ];acher a plcfi^ 
lajit condiment of our con verfation, . n^ 
makes our feriou^ di&ouri<i€ the Idkaody 
pus to ouvfelves^ and^ I think, fbfaactisnf^ 
tM the more ungrateful to ftrangicrf , whicii 
tjaey uoderftand that there is not 4^ J«a^ 
enmity under it. . , ^ . 

PiiJotb. Th«t folieitude, Phiiopolii^ 
which you feem to have 4of the e|cqu/if|g 
of Hylobarejs, we en the gthfi fid^^ { 
think^ ottghl to have k the behdf of Ca^ 
♦ ' phpphvo^' 
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i^lM^Wiy who wa0 i(M at ^ t>ehitid-haad 
with him in any JMant vit or hiimpur. ^ 
; Ciifk^ i CQi&rs ic, la that fealii I hav^ 

'PMop. You pafs tvay your time la t 
marvellpus way of plcafantry and innocen- 
ly, (> Giphophron, while tboi'e things 
lAich may fcem blapjib^js ^lO^wherq $tp 
tniy the badges of vittiifi and good nature 
limmgft you. But k is favi^k that, th^f 
I'iiiing (b gre^t coaf^t oJF a&lliofli «n4 
fiii^nd0iip amongft yo<vi» ther^ is pot lik^* 
lifi^i^faine cottfcnt^f opinion, 

Q^. Ti^t h a tfeiji^ w^ 4o not & 
Meh fts aifcA, unlrfe it be m fhefe thinga 
A«t are ftecefiary for proficiency in pii^ty 
and Yittue, 

* Phticp. Are thw th^ opim<)|if ofO^d^s 
yng m^i^rf nxA of his hfing e'^^rjh 
^rt alike conducive t0 vat«f it^ fiety ^ 
■ %*. y^, Philopolis, iftheyberigbt^ 
^Bnderftood. For hp that fayife that God 
isiMFwherej'^olds notwithftanding that his 
•Pw^idence and proteftive prcfence is c» 
very. where. So that it is no difcourage* 
lAetit ro virtue and true ^ety. Wh^refor? 
Ae cafe ftands thus betwixt Hylob^res an4 
»yfclf. He has a gi^eat zeal againfl: my o- 
pinion of God's bebg no-where, for fear It 

uould be thoice inferr'd that there 1% w 

God 
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God at all t and I have as gtckt a zeal 
my opinion, becaufe if I isicknowledge 
any-wherc, I muft acknowledge him 1?^- 
tended^ and to me it is all one to acki 
ledge an extended God, and no God at all 
For whatever is extended, is cither tn^i 
ter, or as uncapable of cogitation or percej 
tion as matter itfelf. For if any entire thinj 
any form or figure be perceived by \M 
is extended, nothing in the extended/^/ 
cipient perceives the whole, but only pat 
Which is a fign that our own fouls are not 
extended, much Icfs the Eflence of Go( 
But I will not renew the difputei 

Philop. I am furprifed with an unexpc( 
ted fubtilty of Cuphophron's : how wil* 
you refcue me, Hylobares ? 

HyL Very ealily. Do you not remem- 
ber the notion of ^mpath^y Philopolis, in 
virtue whereof whatever the leaft reaH 
point of the Eflence of the pgmsiptiye part 
of the foul, fuppofe, does perteive, every 
real point of the percepriye nfuft perceive 
at once? 

. Philop. I partly underftand you, Hylo- 
bares : but now 1 fee you fo good at thefc 
notions, we will difcourfe fome time more 
fully of them at my houfe. In the mean time 
I think you cannot but be fully fatisfy'^ 
with Philotheus his (blutionof thislaftdif 

ficulty 
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SimS^jicmchim th© Divine Omniprefcncc* 
.,#i Very.&Uy. 

Philop. And 1 am abundantly plcafed 
wkbthc confideration, that the widely-dif 
ferou: apprehenfipns betwixt you and Cu* 
pfaophron toudung God's Omniprcfence, 
fflfi^t together and join fo ftrongly in one 
cemmon zealous defign of turning off what- 
mx may feem to fupplant his exiftencc. 

HyL I believe it is a great fatisfaftion 
tous both. . . ' 

^^XXXVm. The condofion. 

{iJ^hp. But I triumph in nothing fa 
c^uchas that Philotheus has fo throughly, 
c^viaced you, that there is^ nothing in all 
'thcDiviuc Attributes fo intricate as to hin- 
der your doling heartily with the belief of 

J'^yf' There is nothing, I thank Grod and 
^Kulotfceus, in all thofe Attributes we have 
l^thertoconiidered that feems not extrcme- 
^ fiiuch more eafy than any other hypo-^ 
^^fis: that ever yet came into my mind. 
^ut there is a main Attribute behind,whicl» 
^'tkfci^aaife^ of God, the notion whcre- 
rfiKo' it be not hard . to conceive, yet td 
®ttke the. phsnomena of the world and the 
Phages ot providence coi#antly to com-* 
pit with it, I forefee may prove a very 
?«at difficulty. . 

Philop 
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Philop. This ther^foFeis ikt feconi tik 
Jlacle^ Hylobares, you at * firft aaentioaed. 

Hyl It is fo. 

Pbikrh And I !fe$tf will be too c^ioof 
ft fubje6l to be idiitsdd upto dt this iasi# 

Philop. I cohodlye fo too. And befidci 
I have fome letters to difpatch by the 
this nighty wtinzh I mdft not negleS:. 
7ve may reSlify our hrivard thoughts fr^ 
as we find our error ; hut if any error or 
negleB he committed in outward of ain 
tho^' the error he difcoveredj the lofs is M^ , 
ny times irrecov&ahhy and the incofrvm 
ence incorrigible.- 

Cuph. That is. very true. But^ accord-' 
ing to the ancient cuftom of Athens, you :l 
have a right, i^ilopolis^ as well of putting \ 
an end to as beginning the difpute. i 

Philop. This law was undoubtedly an j 
intended civility by your anceftors, O Cu* \ 
phophron, but in this circmnftance of things 
I look upon it as a piece of cruelty ; that j 
I muft do execution upon myfelf, and by i 
mine own atft deprive myfelf of that inge- 
nuous converfe which I could enjey with 
pleafure even to break of day; 

Cuphn It is the common lofs of us alt, 
efpecially miiit, who enjoy myfelf no- 
where fo wcU*as in fo excellent comply- 
But 

f SeS, 14. 
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But It is in your hand, Philopolis, to re- 
medy this : for you have the right of ap- 
pointing the time of our meeting again, as 
well as of diflblving this prefent meeting. 

Pbilof. Have I fo ? This makes amends 
for the other misfortune, which 1 will re- 
pair by a more timely appointment. I ad- 
journ tjierefore this meeting till to-morrow 
at five a clock in the afternoon, if Philo- 
theus and the reft be agreed. 

Phihtb. Agreed. 



The End ofthjtrft TOiahgue. 
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THE 

SECOND DIALOGUE, 
I ThcPROVIDENCEx)f GOI>. 



PhIIOTHEUS, BATMYKOtrS, SoPBKONy PHILOPO* 

LIS, EuisTOR, Hylobares^ Cvphophrov. 

I. Theintrodudion, containing Philopolis his thanks 
ior the laft day's difcooHe ; with a touch by the 
hf of in^iration^ and of the difficulty of the 
}iefent fiuged. 

• 

Wo/. V^Eftcrday's performance, O Plii- 
X lotheus, has Indeared to me 
the memory of that day, of this place,(thls 
facred arbour wherein we are again fo hap- 
pily met) and of your excellent felf and 
the reft of this worthy company, for ever. 
I never reap'd fo much pleafure in fo few 
hours in all my life. In which notwith- 
flanding the chiefeft fatisfa6lion was, that 
my dear friend Hylobares was fo fully fa- 
tisfied touching thofe moft intricate theo- 
ries concerning the Nature cf God and his 
*^ tributes. It remams now, Philotheus, 
that with the like happy fuccefs you clear 

O ^ his 
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his mind of thofe manifold ferupuloiities 
and difSculties it fcems laden vith touch* 
ing the Proyidtn$e rfGodt . , 

Pbilotb. Your extraordinai^ kifld fcfenb 
ment, O Philopoli$» of my former endea- 
vours is no fmall obligation upon me to do 
the beft I can in this preCent tafk. But I 
cannot omit to take notice, that yout over- 
proportionate propeniions towards myfclf 
makes you feem not fo jufi to others^ wlitf 
bore their part in wlKitrsrer comnbuted.ei- 
ther to your own delight, o^r Hylobares 
his fatista^tom Nor can 1 ato^ fuffaifi thh 
day^s Proviace, but muft iijg^Ii^re the help 
of others, efpecially in fo £c^u8 Md va« 
rious a fubjeft. j 

Cuph. tcs, Philotheus, rfiat i^ luppofeA 
Euiftor, Bathynous and the reft tirill afifl ; 1 
nor Ihall 1 fail to put in for one, when o^ \ 
cafion requires, and I find my mind moved 
thereunto. 

Euift. Cuphojhtctt expteflfes himfrlf « 
fuch phrafe, as if it were hopefiil that b€ 
will fpeak by infpiratron. 

hyU He feems to me, Euiftor, fo to it 
fometimes : of which fome paflages ^f Tf ^ 
terday*s difcourfe are frefli inffanccs. Toj ^ 
he was feveral times fo highly rapt and 3^ 
vincly infpircd, that I profew I think no 
human underftandhig could reach Bis meafl- 
ing. Sophr. 

' 1 
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Sop]ir. JiuUum numen ahefi^ fifitfru- 
ifnM^ SfO I tbiclc clofe and cautious rea- 
^ in 4 calm and pune fpirit is the bed in- 
^irarim aow-aday^ in matters oicontempla- 
limt a« w^ as prudence in the common 
fraSices of life. 

Gupk^ I ;^nci as much &h iUumnated tea- 
fon^ O Sophron, as any man living can be» 

I^l. $p ^ua I, Cnphopfaron; provided 
^Wmmnfithnhc w% fo bri^t and fulgent 
astoobicvurc or extioguiih oU perceptibilir 
ty itf tke reafiitL 

Sopif. I aiway^ thought right reafin it- 
felf i0 be tUe illumination or light of the 
ifibd, and that all other light is rather that 
^tb^ eye than of the uiiderila^ding. 

Hyh Let Cuphophron look to that, 
S^hrgii^ and defend lus own magnificent 
«yle. 

, fl^kp. Bat bp you pleaCsd in the mean 
time, Q Hylobares, according to the pur- 
ffl& of o«r piftefent meeting, to propound 
y«K»r di^uUies to Philotheu? touching 
"piy'tne Proyiience^ and x& the reft of this 
jo^eiws company. 

Sophr. How becomingly does Philopo- 
& ejasf^ife i|is office, ^nd fieafonably com- 
liBttt •^ opponent with the refpondcnt, 
ikt long pra^iied moderatour r I wifh 
Philotheus no worfe fuccefs than he had 

O 2 yefter- 
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ycfterday. But I cannot ominate fo well 
touching this congrefs. I fear fuch a ftorm 
will be raifed as all the wits in Europe 
will not be able to allay. So intricate, fo 
anfra6):uous, fo unfearchable are the ways 
of Providence. 

Cuph. I wonder whence Sophron tools 
this ill omen, Hylobares, 

Hyl I fuppofe from our two fporting to- 
gether, which he I'ook'd upon as the play^ 
ing of two fea-catves before a ftorm. 

Sophr. I wilh, Hylobares, you prove 
calf enough to bring no objcftions but what 
Philotheus or fome of us may fufficiently 
anfwen 

. Fhilop. I eameftly Vifii Philotheus affift 
tance enough and ability from above, that 
he may with fatisfaftion anfwer the grea- 
teft ditticulties. that either Hylobares or *• 
ny one clfe can produce touching IDiyine 
Vroyidence. 

Sophr. That indeed is the more defifr 
able of the two, and my heart and vote 
goes along with yours, O Philopolis. 

Philop. Begin then, if you pleafe, O Hy- 
lobares. 

Hyl. I have in my mind, fuch a crowd 
and cloud of diiEculties, that I know not 
where to begin, or when I fliall make ag 
end. 

Sophr. 
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iSofbr, Did not I tcU you fp, Philopolis i 

II. The two main ]ieads of objediom againft PicU 
videnc«» with certain laws to be obfexved in dis- 
puting diereof. 

HyL But I believe they are mainly re- 
ducible to thefe three heads, or rather, if 
you will, to thefe two more general ones, 
The eyUs that are in the world j and The 
iefeSt of good* For when you have fenced 
as well as you can, FhUotheus, and pretty 
well fatisfy'd us that all things here upon 
earth are at leaft well enough, and that 
there is no fuch evil difcoverable as im- 
plies the firft principle of all things not to 
be the Sovereign Goodnefs ; there is yet 
this difficulty behind, How it can confift 
!idth the goodnefs of God, that this good 
fcene of things fliould begin no fooner or 
feread no farther^ that is to fay, that there 
Ihould b6 no more earths than one, or that 
this one or all ihould have been but £x 
thoufand years ago or there about. 

S^hr. This very laft difficulty, Philo- 
polis, ia able to confound any mortal living. 
. Fhiloth. Dear Sophron, be . not fo dit 
may'd ; I dare pafs my word that nothing 
that is holy or facred mall fuffer any detri- 
ment by this conflict, when I have declar- 
ed the laws of the combate, and what 
weapons wc muft be confined to, namely 

to. 
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ro mere reafon and philofophy. In wlikb 
geld J mviftiiemitmhnilbig eaii£e£i tli^ I 
fufpcft Hyiobarcs will proyc a ftout diam- 
pion. But 'tis much if isre be rm all liUe 
%o deal with hun. And forafinuch as jt i^ 
fo plainly evident from a wprid of fhano-^ 
imm^ that tl^re is a Principle that afts gj^ 
pf wifdom i^nd counfel, a$ was abund^ntlv 
evidenced by y^ftcrd^y's difcourfe, andab 
roundly acknowledged ; it Audi ho iWere^ 
\y expelled and exa£^ed of H^t^hares^ 
That he do not offoje faJ^e or uncertain 
byfotiefes, cr popularmifiaies find Junfi^ 
?es^ or yagrant am Ji^ious (lories ^agmnjt 
certain truth^ fueh as is d^oypruijt ey^ 
ry day before our eyfs^ 

Philof. That i$ very equhaWc and tct- 
fooabl^. 

Phihth And if lie cannot keep his phi* 
IpTophicgl iipgers from meddHnj^ widi due 
holy writ, dvit he do not handle it fo inept- 
ly^ aa to draw expreflions accomodateoto 
tne capacity of the vulgar into a philofo- 
phical argument, or to infer a negajion 
frpm the pretcrition of fuch or fvch a fob* 
jea. 

Eu^. It is Incredible that Hylobaresi 
profeffing himfclf a ohilofcMiher, fhould be- 
take himfelf to fiich nugacities, as are ex- 
jdoded evenby thetheologers therafelvcs, 

wba 
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Af o& toe JicttT Scfiptni'cs* 

HfL Thcfe kws^ O Fhtlotheiisy I tfr 
Cttpc tsjaff cad fight* 



Fhilotb. And if they be kept to^ Hykh 
btres^ as ftont a Reiiarms a» youate^ you 
ihtil never be able to catch me in your neti 
ot entaoiglc me in any of your intricacies 
ttrachifig T>rme Prr^idence. For as for 
tktt whith yon have prop<^ed in general 
tooduiig^ the eyih in the tv^ldj whether 
^y be thote ttunfeem-more tragioi)^ ox 
eUe lefler niifcarriagea in the manners of 
, men^ or ^ accidents of fortune^ if fujch 
tiangs ^werenot^ where were the ofajc^ of 
£gh^ and tears, of finiles and laughter i 
So that what you bring as an argument a- 
gamil Praviimce^ is in my a{>prehenfion 
a very palpable argument for it. For ie is 
il^san that that power that made thi^ world 
iorefaw the erols in it, in that he has fo 
exqmfitely fitted us witk pafli<ms corre- 
, fpondent thereto* 

Ifyk This is ingienioufly inferred, OPhi- 
lotbeits, for &r as it will reach, nan>ely> 19 
prove there is a Proridencc or Fore-fight 
of God : but 3^u feem to forget the main 
^aicflion in hand, which is, HTbetber the 

meafure 
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weafure of his Providence be his Goodnejs^ 
and that nothing is tranfadled againft that 
Attribute! But ydur conceffion fcems to 
imply that he knowingly and wittingly 
brought evil mto the world ; whjch feecns 
therefore the more grofly repugnant to 
his Goodnefs. . i 

Sophr. Methinks, Gentlemen, you are 
both already agreed in a point of lo great 
concernment, namely. That there is a Di- 
vine Providence, that if there were any 
modeft^ in mortal men they might be cofr 
lent with that bare difcovcry, without (b 
fti:i6lly examinmg or fearching mto the 
laws or meafures thereof, but apply them- 
felves to the law of life whidi God has 
written in their hearts, or exprelfed in the j 
holy Writ, that it may go well with them j 
in the conclufion. 

Philop. That is very piodly and judi* 
cioufly noted, OSophron. 

Bath. So it is indeed, O Philopolls t 
But yet I humbly conceive that it is not 
always an itch of fearching into, but fome- 
times a neceffity of more pun6lually j 
knowing the truth of the myfteries of God, 1 
that drives fome mens fpirits into a more 
clqfe and anxious meditation of fo pro- 
found matters. As it may well do here 
in this prefent point touching the Meafure 

of 
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tff'God^s Providence ^ namely, Whether 
the Rule thereof be \i\%pure Goodnefs^ or 
liis mere WiUnnd Sovereignty. For if it 
be his GoodnefSy all free agents have all 
the reafon in the world to apply themfelves 
to that law of life which Sophron mentions, 
becaufe their labour Jhall not be in vain in 
the Lor d^ as the apoille fpeaks. But if 
ihe meafure of his rrovidence be his mere 
^divery Will or Sovereignty^ no man liv- 
ing can tell what to expeiSt in the conclu- 
fion. All true believers may be turned 
into hell, and the wicked only and the 
blafphemer afcend into the regions of blifs. 
For what can give any flop to this but 
God's yujlice^ which is a branch or mode 
of his Goodnefs f 

Philop. Methinks, Bathy nous, that you 
both have reafon, both Sophron and your- 
fclf ; nor do I defire Philothei^s to defift 
from the prefent fubjcft, tho' I much 
long, I confefs, to hear him difcourfe of 
the ajflfairs of the Kingdom of God. 

Pbilotb. That (hall be done in due time, 
fhilopolis. In. the mean while I dare a- 
yow to HylobareSy that there are no evils 
in the world that God forefaw ( and he 
forefaw all that were to, be) which will not 
confift with this principle. That God's 
Goodnefs is the Meafure of his Providence. 

P For 



For the nature of thitigs n f uch, ibm, Cbmt. 
pamca!afs or kidiiriduals meft of weoc&tf^ 
liiifcrfarthe giseater good of t3>e wiK>te{- 
^Hides the manife^d incomj^^fgSbUkies m^- 
Itttricmts of matter y Aat cannot imj^^ tht 
fame conTenie^ices and fitneflcs in twf 
fhapc or modification, nor would be tt| 
for tiny thmg, if its Aapes and mo(£fk% : 
tions were not in a manner infimtely ^«rie4 | 
H)i. I partly ' underftand you, PiMo^ ; 
thcus ; I pray you, goon. 

/%/?(?/*. Wherefore I itffer, That iffl . 

the meafutc of God's Providence Is fail 

goodnefs : forafinuch as thofe ific^mip^ 

hitities in matter are imavoidabk-, i^ 

•trhate ver defigned or permitted eYil tbece 

feems in Providence, it is for a for greater J 

goad, and therefore is not prope44y in ^th^j 

fmnmary compute of the whole al&irs^l 

the tmivetfe to be reputed evil, the lofs ii \ 

particulars being fo vafft a gain to «bc \ 

whole. It is therefore our ignorance, O j 

Hylobares^ of the true law of goodncfi 

(who are fo much immersed into 4)be life | 

^feifijhtefi^ wliich is ^fliat low life <£ j 

plants and animals) that makes us fiich in- ^ 

competent judges of what is or is not «ca^ 

ried on accordiog to the law of that Urv€ 

er gtndnefs which is truly divine : whofe 

tender^efs and hemgnity waslb gi^at as ta 

ptDvidc 



peoiFide us of fighs and tears, to meet 
thofe pamcular evile^ witk whkrb fhe fore^ 
&w would neceflarily emerge in the world; 
and whoie gayety and feiHvity is alfo fo 
CQofptcaous. iflr endowing us with that paC 
iod or property of laughter, to entertain 
thofir lifter mifcarriagcs with, whether 
in maniiifrrt? or fixtune i as if Providence 
lookM upon her bringing man into the 
iwid w a (pefbitor of a tra^ck-comcdy. 
And yet in this winch feems fo ludicrous^ 
fee, HylohareSy what a ferious defign of 
good there is« F(x comfaUhn^ the mo^ 
thcr of tears, is not always a mere idle 
ipe^Utofy but an helper oftentinKs of thofe 
particular evils that happen in the world ; 
and the teats again ot them that fu£er^ 
f&eatkxies the mother of compafHon in 
the fpe6lator?, and extort their help. And 
the news of but one ridiculous mifcarriage 
fflls the mouths of a tboufand men with 
mii:th and laughter ; and their being fo li- 
able xmiverfally to be laught at makes 
every man more careful in his manners^ 
and more cautious in his afiairs, efpecial- 
ly where his path is more flippcry, 

HyL I perceive by thefe beginnings, 
that you are likely to prove a marvellous 
Myjta of Divine Providence, O Philo* 
theus. 

P 2 Sopb. 
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Soph. I wifti with all my hcart^ Philopo- 
lis, that Pilotheus may come off ft) clcvci?%i 
\y in the particular difficulties that will^be 
propofed, as he has done in this general one. 
For there are infinite unexpected puzzles 
that 'tis likely a bufy fearcbing wit, fuch 
as Hylobares^ may unluckily hit upon. 

The arguments of Lucretius againft Providence. 

Euift. What, do you think any harder,^ 
or greater, O Sophron, than ate cjpnij«ife<l 
in thofc elegant, tho' inipfous, venes rf- 
Lucretius ? 

Sophr. What verfes do you mean; * Ei^ 

iftot.\ • . . 

Euift. Thofe in his fifth book ie f^ 
rum natura^ where he propofes this con- 
clufion to himfelf to be proved, yiz. 

Nequaquam nobis diyinitus ej/e paratam ' 
T^aturam rerum — - — 

Sophr. And by what arguments, I bc- 
feech you, does he pi'etend to infer lb im- 
pious a conclufion? 

Euijl. The argument in general is the 
' culpability of nature, 

T-'—lantdJiatpraeditaculpd, 
and that therefore It cannot be the work 
of God: and I think he brings in at leaft^ 
half a fcore inftances of this faultinefs, as 
he fancies it. 

Sophr. Lucretius is efleemed fo great a 

v/it, 
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dut^ic were worth ^the while, Eui- 
I ftor, if jgu thought fitting, to give y pur- 
pelf tie trouble of recounting thofe inftanccs. 

Philop. A very good motion, and foch, 
Sophron, . as whereby you may e'afily 
guefs whether Philotheus has undertaken 
fa dcfperate a- province, as yx}U imagine. 
For 'tis likely that fo great and elegant a 
wit as luucretius would, out of thofe ma- 
ty^ pick -the moft choice and mod con- 
feig^tSzles (as you call them) tKat- 
Epicureaii. Caufe could afford him. 
And therefore ifthefe ihould not, prove 
«ich invincible arguments againft the Good- 
Mfs ofProyidence^ it may be the better 
hoped that there are none ablblutely fudi.. 

Sophr. You fay well, Philopplis^ and 
tW makes me the more deiirous to hear 
Aem. 

^uifi. And that you flralt, Sophroo, up- 
on the condition ^.ou will anfwer them, . 

Sophv. Either I or Philotheus or fome 
tf us will do our beft, ; /*»- -.i * 

tmftW willjsot repeat the verfes them* 
^iyes, for I Ihould do that> bat brokenly, ; 
*^ut I believe there are. very. few. of the 
I^mcular inftances in them but I remember 
&mly enough. As firft, That.fo much 
of.the earth is taken away from us by the 
"*ncn^efs of mountains and .rocks, by thQ 

P 3 mac- 



V 



inacceifibleffe& ofi kcge ivoedsi infaabitfld 
by wild beaft$^ Ky t&e overfpreading (^ the 
feaS) flndb3rfti:^iB»ftmamhes<: befixlss 
that the txmkt airi fngtd: zones are imiia- 
bitabk, iSm omf by reafon of the esce& 
Off hear, the other by reafon o£ the. extra?* 
tnity of cold : That that part of die earth; 
that is inhabited t^men is offo penrerfe sa 
nature, thatif itwere not&Ptnan^s^ indoi^ 
firy ami hard labour, it would be ail aver- 
ryn with thonts^snid biambks : that wheic 
with much' toU he has made the groundi 
ftuitful, and all things look green a)id flco^ 
rifhing, often all this hope iis quafbM by 
cither exccf^ of be«n: and drought, or ynxh 
lenceof rain and florms, or keenne&off 
fi-ofts* To' which he adds the infeftaiioa 
of wild beads, that are ib terril^e and 
hurtful to mankind both by land and by 
fea ; the moibidnefs of the ffeifons q£ the 
year; auid the frequentnefs of untimely 
death ; and-, laflly, t^e deplorablenefe of 
our infancy and firft circumftanees of en^ 
tring into life ^ which he fets off fb.pa:llie- 
tically, that I cannot but remember dbole 
verfes whether I will orno. 

Sopb. I dare fay they are very good 
ones then, if jc^m like them fo^. Euift^r : I 
pray you ]:et us hear them, if it be no 
trouble to^you tasepett tbemr 
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jE«gf . No, k k oot^ Sofhr^tk The 
Vtrfies are thefe : 

Tmn farr^- ptUTt m fmniffMjiBm mi wuRi 
Navita^ Mudus bumijacgt, infans, inSgtu muni 
Vitai aMxilis, cumprtMum. in hminis orat 
Nhnhs 99 ahoQ matris nahira fr9fiuSt, 
Fofft&fMi lacm/p /uguipi cmnpUi!, Mt aipmm ifi, 
S^uai tmntumin *vita nftat tranfirt maitrmm. 

Cupb. They are a very empaffionating 
firak of poetry, Hylobares ; me*thinks I 
could have fallen a-weeping while Euiftor 
rep€iated them. I xemeaaher them very 
veil Bisrt is thejre not fomething in the £d- 
lovii^ vorfes about chiidms rattles f &i 
tfaeie are not all. 

tfyLlbtt me iatreatyoaof aU firiendihip^ 
EuiAor^ to repeat to Cuphophron the ratth 
Hirjis^y ta keep luoa from crying. 

Euift. They are thefe tha£ Cuphophron 
' sieenSy andi immediaiteiy follow the f<M:mer ; 

ifee crepttacula eifofu^fint, nee quoi^uam uSiienda efi 
JBnuf mUricis ilanda at^tnfraBa loquela. 
Nee varUes qnarunt nnfiee fr9 ttmpov^ emlU 

What tJ!uiik you of thefe inffamces, O 60^ 

Sofhr. I Muft ingenooidycotifefs that if 
Lucretius have na better argumema agajjaft 
J^Qvidence ihati' tbefe, nor Hylobares than 
lucretiw, their force mil not feem fofor* 
Mdable ta me as I fu^6):ed; biut I misft 
tiithe coQCHMy fa%e^9 that they ace (M-di^ 

nari 
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narily very fmall motivea that precipitate 
thofe into atheifm and epicurifin^ that have 
of thcmfelves an inward propenfion there- 
unto. 

Philoth. Are thefe the fame arguments, 
Hylobaves, that you intended to invade me 
withal ? 

V. Providence argued aginft from the promifcaous 
falling of the rain^and undifcriminating difcharges 
of thunder-claps. 

HyU Thefe are only of one fort of them 
referrible to the claflis of natural eyils and 
but few of thofe neither. But to fpeak the 
truth, Philotheus, I had not fo dinumerate* 
ly and articulately muftered up or ihaped 
out the particular arguments I would urge 
you withjtho'I felt my mind charged with 
multifarious thoughts ; and that prefled the 
forwardeft, that had left thelateft imprefli- 
on on my mind on the road as we rid hi- 
ther to this city, upon our being overtaken 
with fo great a ftorm of thunder, hail, and 
a mighty daih of ram, that we were well- 
nigh wet to the fkin. For I began to think 
with myfelf how confiftent thofe kind of 
accidents could be with fo good and exa6l 
a Providence as men imagine. For the high: - 
ways yield no crop \ nor do we ourfelves 
grow by being liquored without-fide, but 
within;heiides the wetting of aliour clothes, 

and 



Of the Providence ofQ o d, 153 

and the indangering the catching of an a- 
gueora fever. Wherefore if Providence 
were fo exact, the rain would be al waya 
direfted to fuch places as are benefited 
thereby, not to fuch as it does no good to, 
but trouble and mifchief to thofe that arc 
found there. 

Pbiloth. Your meaning is then, Hylo- 
bares, that it is a flaw in Providence that 
the rain is not reftrained from falling on the 
lugh-way s. But in the mean time you do 
not confider how intolerably dufty they 
would be, efpecially.in fummer, and how' 
conftant a mifchief that would prove and 
troublefome both to horfe and man. 

Hyl. Ay but it rains as much on the high- 
ways in winter-time as fummer-time, be 
they never fo deep in wet and mire alrea- 
dy: which methinks is not confiftent with 
fo accurate a Providence as you contend 
for. 

Philoth. And this, Hylobares, I warrant, 
you take to be an impregnable argument, 
a flout inftance indeed, in that you place it 
thus in the front of the battle. But if it he 
founded to the bottom, it will be found to 
ftand upon a ground no lefs ridiculous than 
that comical conceit in Ariftophanes,of Ju- 
piter's piffing through a fieve as often as it 
rains". or what is a more cleanly and unex- 
ceptionable 



ccptionablc cxpreflion, that the defcend* 
itre of rain is like the watering of a gardea 
tnth a watering-pot by fame free agents ; 
where they do not water the walks of the 
garden, but only the beds or knots where, 
m the ftowei-s grow. Which is the nioft i* 
diotick and unphilofophical conceit, Hjlo- 
bai-es, that could erer fall into the mind of 
rniy man of your parts. For the camm!^ 
ling of all the motions of the natural pha* 
fumenoj as they are called, to any free t* 
gents, were the utter abdiflhing of all na* 
txiral philofophy, and indeed of natlll•el^ 
felf ; and there would be no objeft left of 
fpeculation in thefe things, but either me* 
taphyfical or moral* And by the fame rea» 
fon that you require that the rain fhould on- 
ly fall upon fuch plats of the earth as are 
deftinM for grafs, for com^ few trees,^ an^ 
tire like, you muft require alfo that thefim 
fliould not Ihine on the high- ways for fear 
of infefting us with duft, and that it fhould 
divert its beams from the faces, of tender 
beauties; that the fliadow of the earth 
fiiould withdraw to thofc that trarcl in the 
night; that fire Ihould not bum either an 
ulefut building or an innocem matr ; that 
the air fliould not trartfmit the voice of him 
that would tell a lie, nor the rope hang to* 
gether that wotdd fttanglc the guiltlefs, 

noc 



I 



Cfth Fxovideace tfG<^j). \^j^ 
Mr thefirord of the violent, he It never 
b flurp, be fible to enter the fleih oEihe 
jufL Thefe and mny millions more -of 
fedi fiMjuels wfxdA. foUow in 4Mlogy 4x1 
dtti mdoL demand. 

J^/. I miift 4Confe&y Pliiiiotheus, tlut' 
whit you urge makies fi> gt^ett 4m unpreA 
Bpon mc, that it has almofl daibM me out 
Qi conceit with this £rfl: inftance, vhich I 
t&ooght ixx £0 contemptible;. But tho' with 
but a Invken confidcfice^y^ I m\A pei'/ifl^ 
Ml demand, if Providence would not be 
more exsaS, if all things weise carried thus 
as my inHanoe implies they ihould be;, 
than ic is now as they are. 

jPMtfriL No, by no means^ Hyloharec* 

For die fcene of the world then wouU be 

fiich a languid flatthiog, thiut k would dif- 

gcacs the great T>ramatifi that contrived 

it. For there would be no compafs or cir^ 

out of any plot or intrigue, but every 

thing fo ihkllow or fudden, fo £mple and 

obvious^ diat no mane's wit or virtue would 

find any gaoDoe to excrcife themfelves in. 

And aflure yourfelf, it is one fundameojtal 

pomt of the Divine Counfel, and that laid 

deep in his Wifdom and Gcodnefs, that at 

kaft M thisterrefiialfiage there jboM be 

fuffidesa difficulty and bardjhip far allfist^ 

fihk nnd intdleSual crsaurei to graffif 

and 



t^6 Of the Providence of God. - 
and contefi with^ that an ignoble and cor- 
ruptive torpour maj not fcize their bodies 
and fpirits, and maice their life languid and 
their faculties ufelefs, and find nothing to 
do in the world but to eat and drink and 
fleep.' For there are very few men given 
to contemplation, and yet fewer fuccefsful 
in it. That therefore that I contend for is 
this. That in thefe general, but conftant 
and peremptory, ftrokes of nature there id 
an exa6l Providence of God; and that 
which you account a defeft is indeed a 
perfeftion and a f urer pledge of a Divine 
Forefight, that does thus manifeftly in the 
compute of things defalcate either ufclcfs 
or hurtful fuperfluities ; as this guidance of 
the rain from the high-ways in wbter. For 
has he not given man wit and art to make j 
a fupply by good waxM boots, oil'd coats i 
and hoods, and eyes in his head to chufc • 
his way, if one be better than another ; or 
if all be intolerable, political wit to make 
laws and orders for the mending of the 
high-ways ? For thus are men honeftly em- 
ployed for their own and the common 
good. And judge you what a ridiculous 
thing it were, that the fun ftiould fo mira- 
tuloufly turn off his beams from every fair 
face, whenas the fame end is fo eafily fer- 
Ved by the invention of maiks j or that the 

continued 
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continued ihadow of \\^ emh Ihould be 
broken by fudden miraculous eruptions or 
difclufions of light, to prevent the art and 
officioufoefs of the lant^rn*maker and the 
link-boy.j jor laftly, that the . air flxould not 
rcfound alie,nor the point of a fword pierce 
thefldnofthe innocent. For this were an 
exprobration to the Wifdom of Gdd, as if 
he bad miflook himfelf in creauhg of free 
agents, and by an afteivdevice thus; ' forci- 
bly ever defeated their free a6lings,:by de- 
nying them the ordinary afliftances of na- 
ture. This would be fuch a force and flop 
upon the firft fjpring of motion, that the 
gteateft trials 01 men's fpirits and the mod 
pompous external fqlemniti^s would be 
iftiflea thereby, or utterly prevented ; and 
all political prudence, fagacity, juftice and 
. courage would want tiieir obje^s. Where- 
fore this indifferent and indifcriminating 
conftancy of nature ought to be j it being 
reckoned upon in ti^pfe faculties God has 
endowed both men andotb^r animals with,; 
whereby they are able to olofe with the 
more ufual advantages of .thefe (landing, 
laws of nature, and have fenfe and fore- 
fight to decline or provide ag^inft any darii 
gerous circumftances of them ; an[d tbat 
with at leaft as much certainty as is pro- 
portionable to tltc confid^rablenefs of the. 

Q^ fafcty 



May 0^ fuch an* indiyidual creature* as^ 
cantiot Ix^ always nor was eTer intendi^ 
«o live long upoivetrth. 

H^. I partly underftiand what you Weidd 
be at, Philothens, and indeed lo far, that 
I am almoft diiheartned from* propounditig 
the remainder of the nieditation^ that- met 
Me on the road^ touching the haU alfa and 
tbO'thuHdi^p, For methcmght* nature^ {feeim'i 
vary unkind to pelt a young- foal* fo rude- 
ly with fo big hail-ftones, and give himfa 
harfh a welcome itito the world; 

Pbilotk Tufli, Hylobares,* that Was but 
a -fportfulc pa0age of naturOj to try how 
tight atid tinnient her i^wworkmanfihp 
wasf which if it were not able to bear f^cb 
fmall; fillips, it would-be-a fign that thing* 
hung very crgzily and unfoundly together 
Wherefore Nature does but juftify the ac- 
curacy of her <ywn artifice, in expofitig her 
works to a rttmber of fuch-: trials and- hard* 
ihips. This is but-a flight^ feruple,^ Hy lo- 
bares ; but furely fonteprof(*utid- conceit 
furprized your mind in your meditatiens 
couching the thunder* 
' Hyh The main thing was. this, That if 
Providence were fo exaftas (bme pretend, 
rhofe thunder-claps that-do any- execution 
fhould ever pick out fome notorioufly-wic* 
ked fellow to make hiin ^ example, and! 

not 



flot-ftrike an heedlefsgoat brouzing'on the 
Mc of a rock, or rend fome old oak in a 
foreft. 

Pbiloth. This indeed is more fkrewdly 
iu;ged. But are you fure, HylobareS) that 
this were the mdl perie^l way that nature 
eould jpltch upon ? 

Hyu So it Teems to me* 

Pbiloib. I iuppoTe then it is becai^fe 
you take this to be the moil effsAual way 
to make men good. 

Myl. Why not Philotheus ? 

Philotb. £ut fuppofe a nughty, if not an 
almighty arm out of the clouds fhould pull 
men by the ears as often as tliey offered 
to offend, would not that be more tSt&Vr 

UyU One would think fo. 

Pbilotb. Wherefore upon this ground' 
you fliould require that alfo, Hylobares. 
; Jt^l. But that would be too great a force 
«p'on iree agents, O PhilotKeus. 

Pbilotb. And how do you know, Hylo- 
bares, but that that other would be fo like- 
wife? 

HyL I muft confefs, Philotbeujs, it is an 
hard matter to define what mealure of 
force is to be ufed by Providence to keep 
men from fin. 

Philoth. And therefore a raJDh thing to 

. Q^i prcfcribe 



i6o Of the Providence of God. 

preferlbe laws or ways to Providence in f<> 
obfcare a matter. Befides, there are fo ma- 
ny notorioufly-w:icked, that there would 
be fuch thundring and rattling, efpecially 
over great cities, that we fliould be never 
quiet night nor day. And thofe that efcap- 
ed would be forward to fancy themfelvcs 
thunder-proof; and others, that there was 
no judgment to come, becaufe vengeance 
was taken fo exa6lly in this life. Befides 
that you feem to forget that the ftrokes of 
nature level not at paiticulars. For ihe is 
'an unperceptive principle, and cannot aft 
j^o re natay or fufpend herfelf from afting; 
and that the end of thunder is not to forc- 
' fhtU the laft day of judgment, but for clear- 
ing the air, and fending more fattening 
fliowrs into the bofom of the earth. 

.Hyl. But do thunder -bolts conduce any 
thing to tliat, Philotheus ? 

Phtlath. Thbfe are vei-y feldoni, Hylo- 
bares; and I deny not but they mayfaa'vt 

• their moral ufe : . but bed fo moderated as 
they are, not fo conftantly vibrated as your 
cunofity would. have them. For if every 
perjured or notorioufly-wicked pcrfon is 
to be pelted from heaven with thunder- 
holtSy people will prefume them innocent 
whenever they die without this folemn 

* vengeance done upon them. 
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Hyl. Well, I perceive I muft produce 
new obje6lions,andfuch as I have thought 
on more deliberately. For thefe, Philothe- 
us eafily blows away. 

VI. An anfwer to Lucretius* arguments. 

Pbilop. We will give you fome little 
time of refpite to confider, Hylobares. For 
I believe Euiftor and his Lucretius will 
think themfelves llightcd,if no man vouch- 
lafes thofe Lucretian inftances any anfwer. 

£i/^. If Philotheus thinks his hands 
will be full enough otherwife, I pray you, 
Philopolis, let Sophron play the Philothc- 
us as well as I have played the Hylobarcff, 

Sophr. "Why truly Philotheus' difcourle 
is able to make us all Philotheufles. And 
methinks, following his footfteps, it is no - 
fuch diiScult bufinefs to anfwer all thofc 
inftances of Lucretius. I fiiall willingty at- 
tempt fome of them myfelf. As that com- 
plaint of the earth's .being run over with 
thorns and thiftles, if man by his hand-la.- 
hour did not cultivate it. For belidcs that 
we know that curfe that came upon the 
fall, it is fit that we in this life fhould have 
fomething to grapple with, to keep us fronit 
idlenefs, the mother ofmifchief.. Andtliat 
the husbandman's pains arc fometimes loQt 
by ill weather, over-much heat, or wer,, 
or the like } he is tauffht thereby not to fa- 

Q, 3 crifiirc: 
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ciifice to hh oicm net, lyift to depend upon 
God, and to give him tfcc praifc when he 
is fuccefsfui, as aHb to be frugal and pro- 
vident, and to lay up ftr an hard year. But 
for that impntation of fo muchof the^earth's 
being unhabitable by teafon of extremity of 
heat or cold, we find by experience tbat it 
is moftly a mere calumny of nature. For die 
torrid zone Is habitable, and a confiderablc 
part of t\ic frigid : and that which is not 
is fo little, that it is inconfiderable. And to 
fpcak briefly and at once ; the inclination 
of the axis of the earth is fo duly propor- 
tionated for the making it as liahitable as it 
can be, that the wit of man cannot ima- 
gine any pofture better. Now for thofe al^ 
legations,^ that rocks and mounmins anjl 
woods and the fea take up fo great a part; 
whatever elegancy there may be in Lxi- 
cretius' poetry, the philofophy of fuch ob- 
jections, I am fure,lies veryfluliow. For 
it is as unskilfully alledged againft nature^ 
that all the earth is not foft molds, as it 
would be that any animal is not all flelh, 
but that there is blood alfo and bones. The 
rocks therefore, befide other ufes for con- 
veying the fubterraneous water, may fcrve 
alio for confolidating the earth. ' And it is 
manifeft that the ^///j are ufually theproilfp- 
tuaries of rivers i%4d fprings, as Geogra* 

phcrs 
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phers make good by infinite examples. Not 
to add what a treafury tfaej are of mifte- 
nls and metals^ and wholiome pafturage 
£>r fheep, as the rocks delight the goats 
and the coneys. But the poet feems to 
fpeak fo unfkilfully, as if he expeAed all 
die face of the earth fhonklbe nothhig elfe 
butrank green meadow ; whenas to eKdnde 
itteJeA, would be like the draining of an 
animal of its heart-blood. Or if things coxild 
be fo contrived as that all the furfacc of 
tbe eamh fliould be rich meadow, and the 
world thereby thick inhabited by fiaen,tlw 
air, in all likelihood, would become ib im- 
wholfonte, that plagues and death would 
ever and anosn fweep away all. Whereiorc 
Hmg tra6Vs ofdry and barren places ate ttik 
fccurity of fo much health as we enjoy : 
ivhich is of more confequence than to have 
the earth pefler^d (b with inhabitants, and 
ever and anon to have all to ftink Withaoi** 
fomenefs, peftilence aiid 4eath. 

Bati. And it is queftionable, Sophrbn, 
whether theie places that feem m^'e for- 
lorn folitudes be not inhabited by at leaft 
as confiderable creatures as men. 

Ctipb. PU pawn my life, Bathynous 
mcatis feme aercal daemom or fpirits; 

Sath. And why not, Cuphophron ? 

Cir/4. Nay, I know notmng to the con- 
trary, HyL 
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Hyl But I do. 

Ci^b. What^s that, Hylobares ? 

lyiL Why, I pray j^ou tell me, Cijpho- 
phron, how can a ipltit that is no-where, 
be in dry and barren places more^than in 
meadow-paftures. 

Cuph. Away, Hylobares, you are a very 
wag, I perceive you will break your brown 
ftudy at any time to reach me a rap upon 
the thumbs. 

Euijl. Gentlemen, I know not whether 
you be in earned or in jcft touching thefe 
aercal genii in remote folitudes. But this I 
can afTurc you, that beiides the ufual and 
jrequent fame of the dancing of fairies in 
woods and defokte places, Olaus and other 
hiftorians make frequent mention of thefe 
things ; and that there are damones Metallic 
c/, that haunt the very infidc of mountains, 
and are feen to work there when men dig 
in the mines. What merriment they alfo 
make on^tbe outfide of vaft and remote 
hills, that one ftory of mount Athos may 
give us An inftance of, as the matter is de- 
fcribed in ^ Solinus. Theimpreflion of the 
paffage flicks ftillfrefli in my memory even 
to the very words, Siletper diem univef' 
fus^ ftficfine horrore fecretus eft : lucet m- 
Hurnis ignihuSy choris JEgipanum un^i^ 

perfon^' 



J 



0/the Providence ofGoj>. i6^ 

ferfonatur ; audiuntur & cantus tihiarum 
& tinnitus cymhalorum per or am mariti- 
mam. But of a more dreadful hue is that 
defart defcribed by ^ Paulus Venetus, 
near the city Lop, as I take it, in the 
dominions of the great Cham, ** This wil- 
" demefs, faith he, is very mountainous 
" and barren, and therefore not fit fo much 
** as to harbour a "wild bcaft, but both by 
** day and (efpecially) by night there arc 
** heard and feen feveral illufions and im- 
** poftures of wicked fpirits. For which 
** caufe travellers muft have a great care 
** to keep together. For if by lagging be- 
" hind a man chance to lofe the fight of 
" his company amongft the rocks and 
" mountains, he will be called out of his 
" way bythefe bufy deceivers, who falut- 
^ ing him by his own nante, and feigning 
** the voice of fome of his fellow-travel- 
^ lers that are gone before, will lead him 
*^ afide to his utter deftruftion. There is 
^ heard alfo in this folirude fometimes the 
^ found of drums and mufical inftrumentd, 
** which is like to thofe noifes in the night 
** on mount Athos defcribed by Solinus/^ 
Wherefore fuch things aS thef e fo frequently 
occurring in hiftory make Bathynous' con, 
ceit to look not at all extravagantly on it. 

Sofhr 

* lib, I. c 44. 
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Sephr. Our Saviour's mentknui^ ^ints , 
iSoAt haunt dry places^ gives fome coatile- 
nanc€ alfo to >this concek of Batbynous. 

£uift. And fo does the ' very Hebrew 
^ord Shurim^ whofe notatien is from tbe 
field, fiat all tb<3fc tnuft be kpfei ^rifs 
^i^refore. 

JBath. Ay, asTurc as men themfelv^. 
«ie Upfed^ than i^bida nothing k mot«, 
£uiftan 

£f^^. And fo lapfied fpirita and lapfed 
men divide the ^artb attiongll them. And 
why not the fea too, Bathytioua i 

jSatb. You mean the «ir over the futface 
:^thc fea: for the fea is fufiSbclently l^ell 
j{>eopled with fifhes. 

ituifl. 'Tis true. 

. Sophr. If this were not as poetical as 
Ltfcretitts' poetry ittelf, h& arguments «- 
.gabft Provnience were very weak indeoi 
Sut this i6 le bring in <a^in ^e iN^reides 
4(nd Oreades of the Pagana. 

jSfi^» And if fo, wh^^ n6t ;alfo the lU- 
madryades and other Cpirits -itf the wolxb, 
that the vaft woods Luci^etiuS ooinplaAns rf 
may not be left t6 wild be4fte only^nomore 
\thafi the fea to the fiibes ? 

Sopbr. In my apprehenfion Luicretius 
feems mightily at a iofs for argudrxents a- 
gatnft Providence, while he is forced thus 
to fetch them from the wcfods. Cufb* 
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GUfh. Becaufe you tiiifiky Sopfaron, that 
M arguments can be brought from tfaence 
bat wooden ones. 

Si^br. Indeed, Cuphophron, I was not 
fo witw : but becaufc the plentiful provi* 
fiioi of wood and timber is fuch a fubftan^ 
tiel pledge of Divme Providence, the great 
teft' conveniencies of life dependmg therc« 
i^on. 

Euift. That is fo plam a cafe, that it is 
tot ta be infifled upon. And yet it is not 
altogether fo devoid of difficulty^ in that 
the great woods are fuch coverts for ;wild 
beads to garrifon in. 

B^tb. But you do not conllder what ft 
fine harbour they are alfofor the harmleft 
birds. Butthis is^ the ignorance and rude im- 
morality of Lucretius, that out of aftreight- 
laced' felflove he fancies all the world fo 
madfe for man, that nothing clfe Ihould 
have any flxare therein ; whenas all unre^ 
^e«^fviie perfons aiT as arrant brute^ ani* 
mals a» thefe very animals they thus vili- 
fy and contemn.. 

Scfbr. I thwk you for that j Bathynous; 
for froin hcncc,.methinks, an anfwer is^eiir 
Uy framed ag.ainft his obje^lion from man's^ 
beiQg liable to be infeAed by horrible and; 
hvirtnil bcafts* For confidering the general 
2&af$ of xQ^nkiod was grown fuch an herd 

of 
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of wicked animals, that iS| beads, wkat re- 
pugnancy to Providence is it that one beaft 
invades another for their private advan- 
tage ? But yet Providence fent. in fuch 
fecret fupplies to thefe beafts in human 
fliape, that feemed otherwife worfe ap- 
pointed for fight than their favage ene- 
mies armed with cruel teeth, and flings, 
^nd horns, and hoofs, and claws, (which 
flxe did partly by endowing theffi witi 
fuch agility of body and nimblencfs in 
fwarming of trees, as apes and monkeys 
have now, but chiefly by giving them fo 
great a fliare of wit and craft and combin- 
ing policy)^ that Lucretius has no reafonto 
complain againfl: nature for producing thefe 
objeifts that do but exercife men's policy 
and courage, and have given them an op- 
portunity of fo fuccefsful a viftory, as we 
iee they have obtained in a manner through- 
out the whole world at this very day. And 
laftly, for that lamentable ftory of the cir- 
cumftances of the entrance of infants into 

this life, it is xxtci^o^ vroirjliKo^^ it is tnere 
poetical fmoke or fumc^ that vanifliesin the 
very uttering of it, and is fo far from being 
a juft fubjeil of Lucretius' complainingrhe- 
torick againft Providence, that it is a preg- 
nant inftance of the exa^lnefs and goodnefs 
of Providence in nature. For there being 

fo 



(b miicb/\;?ii; and- Qkr^ ^od contrivaacc in 
infU^l^SyJfcrJfeothMalp;,^ ffinalc, the weak- 
^i^J^^ ;4aftj«|Cf«^fe:p£ th^f tefem is a 

g»#4l9%A.?9f:?«^Ptt*i|i -both .the fldll 
and compailion of that tenderer fex, .both 
mother^ inidwif6'/niir(e» pt what other af< 
fiftent8:*;tkQ' {^diap« there has c<«ae in a 
greater debility in nature by our own de- 
faults. But however, thatboay that was to 
beaui^tacif ferfo f^pnable^iptrit as thq 
Kutnan foul, ought to be moye tci)d^ and 
^elicat^ than thatof1)rute beads, accorcKng 
to that phyfiqgnoniical aphprifm of Arifto- 

0c, ol fiaXcfuocraoMi evcpm^. Nor is the 

crying of the infant fo much a prefage of 
the future evils of life, as a begging of aid 
againft the prefent froni them about him, 
oy this iatiiral f hetorick which Providence 
has fo feafonably fornifhed him with* And 
for lambs, and calves, and cubs of foxes, 
they are not fo properly faid to need no 
tattles, as not to be capable of them, they 
' having tidt fo excellent a fpirit in them as 
to be taken up with the admiration of any 
thing: l^ot the child's amufement at the 
tattle is but the efFe<5l of that paffion which 
is' the mother of reafon and all philofophy. 
And for that laft of all, that mankind clothe 
tjxetnrelves according to. the f(^af6ns of the 
Vear, it is their privilege, not their dcfcft: 

R ' for 



for bmteb&itS^/y^efi it-ib'cb{^'ii(^H%F)f 
apply fh^nffi^es iottit fth:; mtt^xtsSL* 
ly i<re ordtn»ity^'th«)- ¥tf»Ritiihg^ ^-tMS 
meft that lia*^ £ ^MM' Ihe^e ^fiim^if^H^ 






^^. I proirilfcyot! • Sojiitf Ah ;teu iiaSfe 
kid about yoii'^Vfery fc<:>tiiii{y,.'l^«ftihk^;'ahi 
tho'I cttn fomethhigt^kefi with the elegaa* 
cy of the pder, yet T ttiuft coiifHfs I •ckfi- 
not but bQ oott'ttoeiil' that ItS- i^tttfbiimgi 
are vet^ weak. * ; 

jfo/*r. I hftve aiifwered ds y Sf I is I 
could this cxtempotarily; add if I have o* 
tnitted any of the objeftions, Hylpbaves, 
if he fee it w<>ith the whilcj, ' will refume 
them, and propofe th^t \o Philotlieus, wte 
is more exercifed in thefe Ipeculatioti^*... 

Philoth.. Npne more able Jn rthis kind 
thanyourfelfjO Sophroo: and I'catindt but 
commend your caution and difcretion, that 
you intimate, that the fulnefs and folidnefe 
of the caufe we contend for is, not tp be 
meafurcd from what we utter thus extern- 
porarily in the defence thereof} as if w€ in 
a moment could find out all the richnefs of 
that divine. wiCiom that is touched in the 
contrivance of nature and . in the ordering 
of the world. Itisfufficiqflt thAt>elhe^i 
that even to our prefcnt thought ftich W 
ibns occur as arc ^ble to ftop/thf jnpwhJ 

of 
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fattho?, U)|P; t^t ired^n^: <^ thjngs without 
w^jf^cf^^^^ aatwe. lets 

. Vll^Ofdbaih^boyeonMei^t vithtb^'£Qo4ne&ofPsov^ 
Pbifojp^^ I thmk :it U tkot withput a fpeci- 

-4?ff>?M^f 1 9: W9%es^ thg? you aiT 
uUcu inta tw. coim)^ of to m^jj fif ilful 

ttd-tft(Bi?5i%a.I<^% Wp4d..producp 
tlW ^P|ft><?eJ?^4P^#§ f9P}JBlfis, th^t ^ver dif 
.^4 MV W^94^, jfof liMP^^ yo^ 

'jffif/i I £t^l:Mp^uCf;all, Philopolis, ar^i 
5P^jjen4y tfl? ^ CQi^dw«^e, hut in 
h Qr4ei:46j they, occur tp my memory. 
.,^^ fqr th^.|ffp,^cpjf, ^qifs Ai:e. thole that 

4e4ifhM^r thf iad; effe,61; of fo a,f&ighf- 

C^V^jfflfff?/ Ttv?Al> ixi^think?, do not fo well 
conffft ylp^i-^tiiat ^ni^ty. of J^rpyidencjR 

.•jB^%4 Tjpieff,,^i;jp.;i^^ f^d ^d" tef- 
i^4^:n^p(^e^/|iyi6^ J>9pe tp 

itn^kipit gpp^ar^ that the world m general 
W? ?fto$S%a?'4 t^R hurt by thpfe #igl>t- 

K 2 ' ful 




ful bugbears. I 'Will bfegift ^itfi Aaf%lHc^ 
is accounted vthe mdft If6i*ridV I; ^^ttekfi^' 
death itfelf; For why fli6d*taiafikind'Com* 
plain of ^ tMs decree * oJF^ God • knd'^ilitiifg; 
Avhich is. fo neceflar^ aiid juft ? ^I mean not 
only in reference to our lapfed'^d^hdkJ^; 
which incurved th« -pedahy df ideatii; but 
that. there i§ a becoming fw^etnefif.'iri/.this 
fcvetlty.'in refpeft t)oth off the f&til itfelf, 
it h fo fimely releafed froiii this bond- 




I hoM it^istn oec^onoxny^more* befitting the 
goodnefs of Gbdiy xo conxAiui&ia^e' life to a 
T ucceeditig feriSs ^itrrejhih} pjerfcms^ ^ti 
jthat one conftant number of them fhonld 
monopolize all the ^ood'ofthe vor1d^,and fo 




U5.' why may not tf {feVfufficittit ^hui!^ 
of men, equal to |J^^-Ikt^;feft ifjniii1i)et' of^i^ 
fucceffion, be as meetan objeftoffhe diVirib 
jraodnefs,as arontintratfocceffiion^oftherti? 
For there is an equal corpmuoicappn of 
good in the one cafe as itrtfte pthef*. 

JPhilotk If theb'be this dq[uality^* If Ar- 
gues an indiffereticy whether waty it;b^; 
and therefore it is no HM iti ftoVidehfcfc 
what-ever way it is. But yet I fay that 
way that is t^en is tie Deftr becaxifc that 
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in this terrefirial condition there would 
be a fatienr of the enjoyments of this life; 
and thererore it is fit that, as veil faturated 
guefis, we fhould at length willingly re- 
cede from the table* 

Eui^. I believe Phtlotheus alludes to 
that of Lucretius, where he brings in na« 
tuite arguing ejccellently well.againft the 
&ad complaints of mankind: 

Quid tibi tantopere eft, mcntalisy quod niinis aegris 
LuAibus indulges ? quid mortem coogcmis a'c iles ? 
Kam G. grata fuit tibi Titaante a^ia priorqiie, 
£t Don omnia, pertufum cobgeAa quafi in visp 
Cbmmoda peifluxere atque ingrata intcriere, 
Cur son ut pienus yitae conviva lecedis ?- 

Philotb. But my eye was mod upon the 
following verfes : 

Nam tibi praeterea quod machiner inveniamque 
Quod placeat nihil eft, eadem funt omnia femper. 
Si tibi non annis corpus jam marcet, et artus 
Confedilanguent^ eadem tamen omnia reftant,.. 
Omnia £1 pergas vivendo yincere fecla. 

From whence I would infer, that there is 
more joy and pleafurc arifes to men in this 
Way of fucceffion of mankind, than if there 
vr^re the fame men always. And the theater 
of the world is better varied and made moie 
delightful to the inviiJble fpe6latorst)f it, as . 
alfo the records of fiiftoryto them that read, 
them. For it were a dull thing to haveal way s 
the fame aftors upon the ftage. Befidts that 
the varieties of mens ages would be loft, 
and the prettineflfes of their paffions, and tl^e : 
difference of fexes, which afford -their pe- 
ll 3 culiar.' 
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culiar pleafures aad delights one U) Mo- 
ther. And there is the fame reafon for 
hrutes, who vhen they dk, tho' they find 
not themfelves in the other fiate, as we do^ 
yet they no more mifs themfelves after 
death than they fought themfelves bdbre 
they were bom« . 

' Hyl I muft con£efs, Biilothe^s^ that 
the cafe is at leail fodifpotaiUie^ ^t a man 
cannot lay any juft clurge agatnft Provi- 
dence frojn this toplck. 

Pbiloth. Belides, Hylobafe^ it fectns to 
be of the very nature of terreftrial animtls 
tobe niortal, and that without the force of a 
miracle they cannot endure lof evter. What 
therefore could Providence do better, tJian 
to make their fyecies in^inortal by a conti- 
nued propagation and fucceffion ? For that 
is the infirmity of our particular nature to . 
dote upon indiyiduaU : dmi the diyineg^ 
nefs^ which is umverfal^ is of a more rje- 
leafed an4 Ij^^'g^ mature; aad fince indiin' 
duaU will be thus fading and mortal^ con- 
cerns berfelf only in the confervation of 
the ffec'ws. To all which you may add, 
That unlefs you could fecure this t^rref- 
trial world from fin and fenfe of grief aHil 
pain, not to be able to die, to the g^nert- 
Jity of men opprelTed and tormented by 
the tyratiny and wickednefs of others, 

might 
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fiiig^t fKove the greateft inlelkky that 

could befal them. Immomlity, HyVobuM^ 

join'd with pride and ambition^ would ea^ 

&j hring the modi ^to tias pafs : and men 

now, tho' mortal, yet conceive immortal 

c&mkies one ags^nft another. 
Yui. Of mi9&i. 

IfyL That's ihtewdly fnggefled^ Ffai4 
kiieiia* Biit:idimt the neoeffity of dyings 
vbat necefiity or coofvenienc^ of the hcf 
^uentnofs of 4/^4/^ ? Which is an: head in 
Lvcretius which Sophron forgot to fpeak to. 

PbUofi. As for d$foafis in general, Hylot 
bares, they 'are as jioceflary lecjuels of the 
tfitreftrkl na^use ^ death it£el£ But as 
imb.wwSiSL vifitiis mx)re {lowly , fb would 
iiftufci M& fiercely and frequendy, if it 
V£re aot for our own intempccanee and ir- 
regular pai&(ms ; which we are to blame 
for what we find moft intoleraible, and not 
¥> ta:^ Providiance, winch lUis contrived 
all for the beft, and has bt nothing paft 
mthout mature judgment ^d deliberati- 
on. For difeafes themfclves, tho^ the natu- 
ral fcquels o£ a mortal conftitution, may 
well be approved of by the Divine Wif- 
dom for ftndry reafons* As firft, While 
they arc inflifted they better the mind In 
thofe that are good, and are butiajuft 
fcourge to them that are evil; and theplea- 

fure 
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fare of recovery doth ordinarily more duiii 
compeitfate the over-paft liufery in both. 
So litde caufe have either to complaki of 
the negleft of Providence in fuch vifitati- 
ocis. 

Bath. Nayi» indeed, I think that man^ 
kind have fo little reafon to complain, that 
they have rather a very HlgK .obligation to 
admire and extol that Providence that fuf^ 
fcrs ib many outward syils^ as they are 
called^ to rovie in the world. For where 
they hit, they frequently put us into fuch 
capacities of feriduily bethinking ourfelves 
of the duties of piety xrad virtue as we 
fiiould never meet with^ &r all the htafis 
hf Gur ftee'hmll^yysAdi% tbefeheavy weights 
were caft into the balance to poize agamfi 
our propenfions to follawthc lufts and plea- 
fores of life, and the ordinary allurements 
of the world. 

. PA/A>jr^. That is excellently well ob- 
feryed indeed, Bathynous. . ^ 
..Hyl. But I pray you proceed, Philo- 
theus. 

, Philoth. I was obferving in the fecond 
place, That the iick being a fpeftacle to 
them that are well, . nuke them more fen- 
iible of their own liealth, and fliould flir 
up in them thankful devotion towards God 
•their preferver, and engage them to em- 

ploy 
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pfoyiiiteir' H^aidb'tb tbe^beft purpofes. 

And JaKUy^ ;Tliat di^etfes ^re iit nbtible ob- 

jeft of man's art and indoftry and skill in 

mediciiie 'fihc eitercife whereof do^s ifcry 

highly gratif J them tfaitt are ekhpr Ioycib 

4a(<maniindi6r o£ moiuy. - That -therefore 

thtrdoes: natundlijr accrue: to the condition 

of 'a terreftrial a?eatiirey .vhy* fliould God 

intcrpofe his omtn|K>tency to disjoin it, e- 

jpcciall7.it .bringing along with it fuc& 

confiderable convenience^ ? Nor muft we 

think much that fometimfis^^a difeafe is io- 

.irificibki.« for thereby/iicknefs becomes 

f jBoree^brttLidable. to iSM^jfrntht^ without 

(Which it woiiM not proV^e fo good phyfick 

10 his i foul ; and general futcefs would 

leflen the eillmiite of the cure, and the 

•Cfleafure;ofe£caping the danger of the dif- 

^afef as. likewife /it would' diminifh the 

joys and; congratulations of friends and c^ 

ficious yifitants, . For it is fit that things 

ihould be fct home upon our pafCons, that 

our delights thereby 'may become more 

poinant and ttiumpbant. . . 

HyLYoxx come offjoHUy, methinksf, 

Philotheus, ; apcdo^zing thus in th^i gene^ 

ral, - But if you will more clofcly viiBW the 

particular grim countenances of thofe more 

horrid differs of mankind^ wtm^ faminey 

fejiu 



fefiihincif, : ^aiM ^ earfJ^uaket^ i xnbich | i|' 
ei£K£U)eil before^" ' thd^> ooi' r.wp^i ithink 
fliould abate ycnsfficoutage. :; v i. 

Philotk CondemHiig thofo/ Hyfa^rtts, 
i an^eCy fiviisn geheraVT^iat it is wo][t& 
9ur tigging notice 'p^:iiow> *Bivine.S^et»- 
ddnce has cotifttoib opoi^ tins cactr aoM a nb 
vy ^pence of ma^'s i blood ■ and )li&, iJic 
geoerations of men bein^^not odnfiderablT 
toanted fbr all tliefe fajm; gciciy devcK^ 
CM of them. Andrthetefon we xni^ to 
coniidev what^ teftimony of the ^mfefiiot 
^'the woirks. of (Ero^. ki JoisttuKe th&«veaitcft 
ilifai(brs oftbeiv^^oiM dYe.:ifi)d]^sfime3^dU 
not |ipt>eav, \v)e qfiMM4d thiiikr it iis^dic^to 
4iione, but that it jftoo4 vtAieilY 4m itooimi 
legs. But we now feoiag k diablb to. ft 
^atr ones, o^d yet i%h c[a ape i porpetni^ 
ly triumphed ofwt by-tfait^%]£ion^.aM 
^iififdl of God iiM *k ^fo: pnebEiptoijijr 
<^ried ^li in ;thtt liatutJe of thrngs^ we aii 
^[heteby ma|ii&A]|y {ronvinced of k Urovl- 
dieiice eTea frmi'fu^ things '^f at fiA 
fight feem mod to cotrnfiiiSt: iu Ta wiucji 
you may add ^at eiivkieiit nfe of ^he ca* , 
lamhbofnefs df tfa^s i&eme^isf things/ 2fi we 
mtiftitei^ds think i^ibj^^stsiydy tbut feiidt^ 
feeking 4ftei^.a'f((nti^./in ihdfe tegioitfi 
that are not fubj^m to fuoh hov]^d.di£ftfte(f»i 

thofe ^/^4ss f^iMs aa your Lucr^ifis iOtlU 

v theflJ,! 



Aem, £^dbarek^ aad'iti imitation t>f Ho> 
liofer^ th«trmo»nl^g^OTO pact,, tlcfitribes 



Hritetl 



Qu^snegueconcutiiintyentiy necnubiU mmbis 
Afj^^iifit, txiqtie iilx^icii conc'rebi trniina 
Cai]a,<:a(kbi»'yiQ^ . fdaperMie iitauoilus aother 
intesity et large dimuoluminendet. 

fiM. Biit IHtb n6t intend to be'thfe prit 



* Wmxkih oiafoii^, ttiilotfieiR : I de'fire 
' l& .te% youf ^cccroflt of tliolb fout mbfc 
iBted| particulai's I fropofed. 
' PMloti. Why, thkt is xio fuchliard pro* 
^Wticb^ Hyldbate^. E'or as fot tt^ar and 
ffeeffe'iSs, it IS not tbVe caft liponGbd; 
Mt oh otfffelves. \i^dfe untamed Itiflrs, 
h^mg fliaken cm the yoke of reafon, 
Iria&e us mad after dominion and mle over 
Others, and. our pride and haughtincfs im- 
patient cif the Itaft affront or injury. And 
ftnrfampe^ it is^ ordinarily rather the ef- 
fc6t df'Wr tiikn'the defeft of the foil or 
tinkindlinefs of the feafon ; which if it 
were, 'nfien$- providence and frugality might 
eafily prevent any more direful ill confe- 
rences thereof; and prefenf neceffiti6s 
ret men? whs on work. And there is alfo 
'that' -communication betwixt nations and 
countries, thatfopplies are tifuatly made in 

fuch 
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fuch like exigencies*. \ziA&it*plagu»i 
and ftejaiences vrwi^ ieenvrmOMre jii(Uy 
cUirg^ble Japoai God, rd|d we/ not pau 
them down upon .durfiehres aridcTericil 
(Jxrarges for our difbUcdience J i)^d\ jfto' 
whole cities be fometimes fwept' fftva^ 
with thetn, as that oi^M^ens and GdHjhn- 
iinople^ yet we are to confider ,that fuch 
acute diie^fes make quick difpatch ; yfi^ith 
xx\sikt^ earthquakes in /.like manner tiie 
more tolerable. For whether , they be-^t 
Hands or cities that are thus^ fwallowed in? 
to the ground or funk into the fea/ it i|^,s( 
prefent death and more fpeedy bumL 
Thus pcrilhed thofe two famous cities of 
^cbaiuy Behce and, Buris I as alfb, ac* 
cording to Plato and^fbme others, ah an- 
cient Zitlantick iiland funk into thcfea. 
But what more than ordinary mifchicf 
came to the inhabitants? For the fouls of 
the good, having once left their bodies, 
would eafily find way through the cran- 
nies of the earth or depth of the fea, and 
fo pafs to thoifc ethereal feats and maniions 
of the blefled. And for the! fouls of the 
bad, .'jvhat advantage . the atheift can make 
to himfelf by enquiring after them I know 
not. Ifa.i>iW,s fancy therefore benotfud- 
denly fnatch'd away, thefe things are no- 
thing fo terrible as, they feem at lirft, fight; 

nay, 
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nay, fuch as we of our own accord imitate 
mfeinJ^gbtSj which have Aink I know not 
how miany thoufands of floating illands 
thick inhabited, by the thunder and bat- 
tcrmg of mufthcrous Cannons. But it is 
the skill of the great Dramatift to enrich 
the hiftory of the world with fuch tragical 
tranfaftions. For were it not for bloody 
fightings of battles, and dearly-bought vi- 
raries, the flrange changes and lubver- 
fions of kingdoms and empires, the hor- 
rible narrations of countries depopulated 
hy devouring plague and famine, of whole 
cities fwallowed down by unexpected 
earthquakes, &nd entire continents drown'd 
b;^ fudden inundations, the fpeftators of 
this terreftrial ftagc-play would even nod 
for want of fomething more than ordinarily 
notorious to engage and hold on their at- 
tention. Wherefore thefe things are not 
at all amifs for the adorning of the hiftory 
of time, and recommendbg of this theatre 
of the world to thofe that are contempla- 
tiye of nature and Providence. For the 
records of thefe fore-paft miferies of other 
ages and places naturally engender a pious 
fear in the well-difpofcd, and make all 
that hear thereof more fenfibly relifh their 
prefent tranquillity and happmefs. And, 
which is ever ta be confidercd, the incK- 

S hauftiblc 
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eafihr b^ar the f 5q?i«v:# ftf ^1 tik^^ fp j^ 

Ihercfpre ^yi? thfi ^iqcf a«yde w\VC4^ %9 
til? -u/ifiam gj54 jft W^ pf the DpUy. 

of his gQQdnefs^ P pi^ilpthcu*. 

Phflcth. Wjhy^it i? OOP part pf his^wrf- 
f/fj} thus to difplay tjeforp ys jj^s i/ififiQW^ 
and fow^r^ to pptfeft aur ngt^ir^ iua4 
bring u§ intp admirftUon ^d IpViC i^f bun- 
felf For yoi} fee 4.1 th^fe things faj^v^ 
their ufeful|ieirs, that i$, their advj^u^fl- 
pus regard to ys. ^For God w^nts nothiQi^ 

by their livc$ become milerablf . 

fJ^l N^y, I fe/c yoy m^\- i»>^f^ ev*nr 
^ing pw:, PWothffus, Npjr d^rii X «4- 
Yf ntur-e tp propofe to you th^ m¥rrm rf 
jrattl? pr rqts pf flieep, wh^ni^? yo\i havf 
already fwggellf^d th^t mushing the ipQf 
tality of iftien, vbich you will i^J^peft 
fhould ftpp my mp\ith. ^4 I coirfefg y w 
jnay add, th*t they ipay h? fw^pt aw3f 
fppaptim^s for the wic«;«dn^fr pr frifi » 
(heir owners* And the^^fqr^ I will pip^f^ 
inpch infill upon the death of d^rt\h cf^ 
tpresj^ fts upon f^ch apqideBU a$ }n^y 941JM 
th?ir lives more Ungr^n^ly mi(ff ^'^blf i M 

the puttip^ fogae hsib pj? tf jpip?« ?Jv 

break- 



bWkkliig of a botie, or tfte like, tot why 

' tfoei UOf that ittvifiMe power that iftvigi- 

li»5 bveritt fliiftgs preTetit fudh fad acci- 

i teitf ? k beifig as eaf y fbt him that made 

I Alin ti^' keep them &om harm, as it was 

tSinake them-; he being abfe to do all 

AiSgs? without afiy trotibie or difturbance 

t« hitrfelf, and beinjf fO'^^orf and benign 

I ^tO'itefpifenoim of hi« innocent creatures. 

I JP*i6^*'. Thi^ ii pertinently uvged, Hy- 

I lAwes; But I anwer. That God ha? 

I *Kiet&e world as^it complete Jntomaiofty 

^MatlNna that is to motd upon its owa 

fpit»g itttd ^eek, Without the frequent 

I JW*rfir(rfth« wtificer; fot that were but 

! 2 bungle. Wherefore that the Divihe sift 

* fcU ittcof por^e into matter might be 

^*fi*ft, abftflute^ ipt^ifet does not inter- 

pifef b« ^« cohdirion of every tiling Is 

«:cording to the beft cotttrivance this ter- 

JJW«mttt<B!fis.eapable of. Wlterefore thefe 

I * acciieflf fe that happen to living creatures 

trtify that there is nothing but the ordi- 

' ^J» ^hifte artifice modifying the matter 

that bsepa irp the creature in its natural 

^tidition and happinefs. Whereby the 

^<fenv (rf" God is more clearly and woiv 

teMy fetj out to US'; that notwithftand- 

^ the feailty of the matter, yet the care- 

"« otgateaticft! of the parts of a creature 

S 2 does 
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docs fo defend it from mifchief, that it ve- 
ry fcldom happens that it falls into fuchi:- 
harms and cafualties as you fpecify. But 
if an immediate extraordinary and aJ)fo-. 
lute power did always interpofe for the, 
fafety of the creature, the jefficacy of that, 
intellcilual contrivance of the matter into 
fuch organs and parts would be neceffarily 
hid from our knowledge, and the greateft. 
pleafure of natural philofophy come to no* 
thing. Which is of more concernment than 
the perpetual fecurity of the limbs of every : 
beafl ; efpecially it happening fo very fel- 
dom that any of them are either ftrain'd or 
broken, unlefs it be long of us, and then: 
Providence is acquitted. 

flyl. Howlongof us, Philotheus? Fo# 
thefe naifchances are incident to more 
creatures than we ride on, or make to draw 
at either plough, coach, or cart. : 

Philotb. As for example, when one 
flioots at a flock of pigeons or a flufli of 
ducks, do you expeft that Divine . Provi- 
dence fhould fo guide the fhot, that it 
Ihould hit none but what it kill'd outright, 
and not fend any away with a broken leg? 
By the fame reafon neither fliould it be in- 
our power to break the leg of a bird, if ihe . 
were in our hands. And, which is of 
greater moment, the judge flipuld bcftruck 

dumb 
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domb fo foon as Be began to give fentence 
agamft the innocent \ the fword jQiould fall 
out of the hand of him that maintains an 
tmjuft quarrel ; the lips of the prieft fliould 
be miraculouily fealed up fo foon as he be- 
gan to Tent falfe doftrincs, and delude 
&e people with lies ; and the dangerous 
phyfick of either an unskilful or villainous 
phyfician Ihould never be able to find the 
way to the mouth of the credulous pati- 
ent. The fenfe of which would be, That 
God fhould make man a free creature, ^nd 
yet violently determine him to one part. 
Which would make ufelefs the fundry fa- 
culties of the foul, prevent the variety of 
orders of men, filence thefe bufy a^ors 
en this ftage of the earth, and by this pal- 
pable interpofal, as it were, bring Chrifi 
to judgment before the time. ' Thus would 
the ignorance and impatience of the un- 
ikilful raife the theatre before the play be 
ialf done, the intricacy of the plot mak- 
ing the fpe6lacle tedious to' them that un- 
derftand it not. But let the atheift know 

there will be a 0£o$ cltto ixYiyavn^^ 

Chrift coming in the clouds, that fhall 
falvc up all,* whom he fliall fee at length 
to his own forrow and confufion. 

Philo^. Excellently good indeed, Philo- 
thcus! 

S3' HyL 
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:^ Audit k welLit is fo^. Khyidpiiltf^ 
fbr othenrile it wcfte irndBoafaie. Ft» W 
mpeatsbiit^ttte fiwMbefotett^>^^^^ 

^je^ott. Bbt ^)$ xj rj/V r^ xaXip. | 
Wrhp. I m-ay you, Philothctiy, proctcd; 
fhimh In the mean tfanc Goa has not 
feft 08 without cxcufe, havihg ^ven us* 
tJic admirable works of nature and thcio^ 
fy oracles to exercife out f^ith and rerfon^ . 
fttt fo frequent and palpable inteTpellation* 
fit human afiairs would take away the txfe 
ftlncfsof both, and violently compel; irot 
perfuade tfte free creature. Aitd thus^otifi 
OUT Inteile^als lofe their moftptopier and 
pleafant ^ame, the feeking out God bytes' 
xbotfteps in the aeTltion. For this were W 
thruft himfelf upon us whether we woufli 
or no, not to give us the pleafurc and ext^ 
cife of fcarchins: after him in the tra(3s of 
nature ; in which therd is this turprizing 
delight, that if we meet witlt any th&gthtf 
feems lefs agreeable at firft fight, l€t tiS 
ufe the greatefl wit we can to aher it; «? 
on farther trial we ftiall find that we flavc 
but made it worfe by our tampering ^* 
it. So that we always find tfeat what-cvet 
evil there is in the worid, it is to be cw 
ged upon the incapahiHty of the €rcatttt«i 
not the envy or ovetfight of the Creator. 
For did thmgs proceed fiomfuch^i;^ 
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c^lr ta wanted eitlier jjlUK ac gooimfi^ dutt: 
'Were not 6b^* 

Sfc Of iht i » Del »y; ml ra|io<y df afuttrit. 

#1^ TteiC isackncywledged an botli fides>* 
ButtbU b tlie thk^ we ni^at at, to make 
i^fkmmmcm of the world correfpond 
irithib e3»celiefft a principle. Whkfa, me-' 
tiiiBks^ ivodiing^ does (b harftUy gmte agatnl¥ 
as that law oi cruelty and rapine jVfhXdti GodS 
fihnidf Ccm& to Im^vci imptuticed in nature 
aaiDff;^:rxvenom birds and beafts* Fee 
things are there as he has made them, and 
ir is pkin in^ tke talons, beaks^ paws and 
twb «f tliefe aeaturea, tl^t x\kef are mei^ 
edfimngly for that tragicaidelig)n4 Bsfidev 
dbat <a»iimiifion diat m^ hatfeo^r thr 
lir^ of diem aU« 

Gi^ I am beattiljr glid to fee tida ^v^ 
'£m^ 0^]e£tlM brwght upon the ftage ; 
awthatiw^tddhav^theoaafe oflhx>Ti^ 
dtece toy vf^Y entwigled or prqudiced^ 
krv that there is* fo fit an opportunity of 
jfeewitrg the unpandle^d ufetulnefs (in the: 
gveateft eidgeficies)'of the peculiar notixw^ 
eftharftupen^ims wit I>es-Cartes : amongft 
^ick that towhk&g brutes being fnei« tM^ 
china^s is verynototio^si 

Philip. So it is indeed, O Cuphophron. 

Ci^. And the ufelklncfs here as notbriir 
oxi8> JPor it tidtt& away aU that conceived. 

hardihip 
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hardOiip and mifcry that birute creatures: 
undergo, cither by our rigid dominion o- 
vcr them, or by their fierce cruelty one 
upon another. This new hypothefis fweeps 
away all thefe difficulties at one ftroke. 

JHyl. This is a fubtil invention indeed, 
Cuphc^hron, to exclude brute creatures al- 
ways from life, that they may never ceafc 
to five. 

Cuj>h. You miftakc me, Hylobares ; I 
exclude them from life, that they mzy ne- 
ver die with pain. 

i(y/.. Why, few men but die fo, Cupho* 
phron, and yet fcarce any man but thinks 
It worth the while to have lived; tho^ he 
mud. die at laft in fuch circumflances. And 
there not being that reflexhenefs ncx fo 
comprehenfiye and prefagient an anxiety of 
prejent deep refentment in brutes in their 
fuffering as in rational creatures, that flxort 
pain they undergo when they are devour- 
ed by one another cannot be confiderable 
nor bear the thoufandth proportion to that 
pleafure they have reaped in their life. So 
that it is above a thoufand times better that 
they ihould be animated with feniitive life, 
than be but mere machined s. 
, Phil Truly, mcthinks Hylobares argues 
very demonftratively againft you, Cupho- 
phton; and that therefore the Carte/tan hy- 

pothefis 
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pothefis in this cafe is fo far from helping 
out any difficulty in divine Providence, 
that it were the greateft demonftration in 
the world againft the goodnefs thereof, if 
it were true ; namely, that fuch an infinite 
number of animals, as we call them, ca- 
pable of being fo truly, and of enjoying a 
vital happine^, fhould be made but mere 
fenf elefs puppets, and devoid of all the 
joys and plcafures of life. 

H^. I expeft a better anfwer from Phi- 
lotheus, or elfe I fhall be very niuch left 
intbe.dark* 

Philoth. My anfwer in brief is this : that 
this is the fport that the divine wifdom af^ 
fords the contemplative in the fpeculation 
of her works, in that fhe puzzles them at 
the firft fight even to the making of herfelf 
fiifpef^ed oiiwat overfight, and that, fhe 
has committed fome offence againft the fa- 
cred nature . of Gd^, which is goodnefs and 
jnjtice itfelf; which yet they afterwards 
more accurately fcanning find moft of all 
agceeable to that rule. As certainly it is . 
here. For what is fo juft as that aphorifm 

of Pythagoras' fchool, To yjQy^v enycoL 

t5 ^ikriovo^y that the ivorfe is made for 

the letter ? And what fo good wifdom, as 
to contrive things for the higheft enjoy- 

ment 



sneotofall? For I f ay , a« I ftid lieftfej 
that divloe Provi4«nc« in tKe gemratimis 
of fiihesy birds and beodsy caift op in hci 
accouQt the rup€riiaiMravie» that were td 
bft me^t for the r<ift., And Hylobares it to 
prove whether fomaay iitdividAidls of tibeni 
could come into the Wot()d and cfltittnats fir 
la £ucGcffiofi^ Lf they wer^ not to be lkfid^ 
od bj this feeming cruel l*w of fedKi^ 
one upon another. And be£det^ ire &• 
ioxA^j fpecies of living, creatoves this^wy 
the moft gkaXantly dnd tuanfportiftgfy pti^' 
vided for. For how delightful a thilig fc kt 
&r them by theiit cHaft aKd i^ty of bcdy 
to becoa»e naaftexs ^ rheit: ptey^ tstoiOi iisisc 
make ta themfelv^s^ a fetftune by iheto ^^mt 
wity policy and valMtvl^t them^beju^l. ] 
Whece^' (ometbing df eof^equemte - vk kl: 
chicey. it makes thie pkafiive olf thr game 
more fotid^ fiiU th^T faotiUids^ Witk jdov 
vijjQUi and iklaerit;^^ and AdftosJiifi niAv 
ry mose. fiivoury asd vaiiMtUe.: As^rrninitfg 
(or ^ wages makea a man fed hb limte 
with; more GOttf a^^eand fpe«d,» and findhux^ 
felf more pleifed thtft ht hai>oi«erMihe hiK 
antagjcmift. Whiertfore the ammal life in 
beafis and birds (anJ they, were never in* 
tended for any thing higher) ijs highly gra» 
tify'd by this exiarcSc of their ftrength jind 
crafty and yet thcj^eaes of all things very 

copioufly 
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if cpipaflyprcferved. But to complam tlitt 
ibfflc certain numbers are to be lopp'd o!fl^ 
arlui:k ncttwitbftftnding muft at laH die,an4 
if they lived .and propagated without any 
ibdi Ctti4>, w,Quld be a burthen to the eardh 
mA. to thttfQ&ives. for want of ibod, k is 
hut the cavil of our own fofinefs and i^«^ 
rJM s0imtmacy,tio juft charge againft Go4 
m natuxe. For the divine wifiiom Ireely 
find geaerouily ka'ving provided for the 
whole, does not, w man, dote on this or 
dut psrdcular, but willingly lets them go 
fer a iB!ier« f^d and more univerfal good. 
And as iotbeeyes^^difieepj the moreordi- 
aaiy Ibod of tnan, how often is the coun- 
cueynum at a lofs for gr^ «nd fodder for 
tbem ? Judge thea wliat tills foolifli pity of 
ever fparing them would bring upon them. 
Tbey ymx)A imiltipty (b faft, that they 
would die for famine ^nd want of food. 
* iM. What ysou fay, Philotheus, I muft 
confefs is not immaterial. But yet, me^ 
I^Mfik$, it iooks very haiihly and cruelly^ 
that one living creature fhould fall upon 
tfiodief and ilay hun, when \}t Jbias done 
bifii no wtoog. 

fbibtk Why, Hylobares, tho* I high- 
W commend diis good nature in you^ yet 
1 muft te}l you, it is the idioticahtefs of 
yoiar {M€y that maks^ you tlius puzzled 

in 
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in this cafe.' For you fancy brutes as if 
they were men : whenas they have no o- 
ther law- than th« common law of nature, 
which is the law of fetf-lwCy the cravings 
of which they will fatisfy, whatever is 
incommodated theireby. hi the fire wiU 
bum if it take hold, tho' to the confum- 
ption of a whole foreft, notwithftanding the 
wood never did the fire any hurt, that k 
Ihould ufe it fo : fo every animal would 
fatisfy its own craving appetite, tho' it 
were by thedevourmg of all the.wotid 
befide. This every fparrow, titmoufe or • 
iwallow would do. So that if you will 
indulge to that fancy, they are all wicked 
alike ; and therefore it need not feem fo 
harfh that the devourers are alfo to be 
devoured. Sut it is the mofl true.aad 
philofophical apprehenfion, to impute no 
more wickednefs to devouring brutes than 
tofwallowing gulfs of the fea or devouring 
fire. 

XII. Of the rage of the elements, thepoifon of ferpaitS| . 
and "wprath of wild beails, 

Hyl. Why, Philotheiis;, that is the thing 
I was going to objc6l in the next place ; I 
mean, as well the rage of the elements, as 
the wrath of wild beafts, and feveral mon- 
ftvoiities of creatures that, occur, whether 
whole fj^ecies or finglp individuals^ . For 

do 
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do not thefe difcovcr fome malignancy in 
the principles of the world, incon/ment 
with fo lovely and benign an author as we 
feek after ? 

Euifl. I can tell you an hypotheils, Hy- 

lobares, that will fufficiently folve this 

objeftion, tf you and I could clofe whh it. 

Hyl I warrant you mean the Behme- 

Mai, the corruption of the Diyine Sal 

me by the rebellion of Lucifer againft 

iis Maker. Thefe things I admire at a 

iftance, Euiftor, but, as you fay, I have 

liot an heart to clofe witli them. ^ For I 

tannot believe that there is any might or 

counfcl that can prevail againft God; or 

, .that he can ovetfhoot himtelf fo far, as to 

. give the ftalFout of his own hands in fuch 

a meafure as is taught in that hypothefis. 

Wherefore, Philotheus, I defire a more 

ttedible account of thefe things from you. 

; ?hihtb. I fhall offer you, Hylobares, 

I a very cafy and intelligible fuppofition. 

Hyl I pray you what is it, Philotheus ? 
I long to hear it. 

fhilotb. Only this ; That this ftage of 
Ae earth, and the comprehenfion of its 
^mffher^^ is one of the meaneft, the 
kaft glorious and leaft happy maniions in 
Ae creation ; and that God may make one 
part of the creation lefs noble, than ano 

T ther, 
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ther, liaj? it may be his wifdom requites 
it fhould be fo at length itt proceijdf time; 
as the art orp(i?ming teqtiires dark colours 
as well as thofe more bright and florid M 
weU-dfawii pi61:ut'es. Therefore J fa]^ 
the nature of things, even of all of them, 
fin only "excepted, is but lefs good here, 
not truly. pyiP'Or 'malignant.' 
•/]^/. Hotv 4<5es that appear, yhiloth^us^ 
Philoth. It is manifeft, ibi example,, 
tliat there is no fuch malignant heat as is 
flippofed in.fire^ bnt all is found, and ft 
cred, if it be in du^ meaftire and in ri^ 
clrcuiiaftance^ ' ^PP^y'd, For it is wefl' 
kno\V"h, that; the 'gentle and comfbrtkble 
rays of th^' ftin may be fo drouded toge- 
ther in on^ point by the artifice of gliffc$, 
that they will be fo furioufly hot as to m# 
hard metalline bodies. AAd little qui-; 
•ftion is to be made, butthat there are ct^ 
tain' particles, good Hore,' in'nature, t)f « 
^orm^ongi and flexible, 'that the- ordinary 
heat bf the fun raifihg into a vapour,- «fl^j 
he or fopie higher .principle ftill WW 
Urongly agitating them, will caufe mighlf 
winds tind tempefts, and thefe tempcfts 
vehcmefitly tofs the fea, arid make it rage 
and 'rpar.'^But that fea-voyages become 
ddtlgeroti^ by this nieans, is biitthe cxet-' 

cifc of thid wit and pbfervation of man, 
. . and 
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and Jhas occafioned a mod accurate art of 
navigation. And if fome Ihips notwlrh- 
ftanding be caft away, it ever makes the 
paflcnger that has any piety in him pay 
Ijis vows at land with greater religion and 
devotion. And for the wrath of bcafts, it 
has nothing more diabolical in, it than na- 
tural choler and the flames of iirc, which 
done more hurt than the pure beams of the 
fun paffing through a pure glafs, whofe 
figure only makes them buiii. But the 
power of God indeed feems more barely 

1 m. out in thefe fierce beads of prey , fucli 
sis the lion^ ' heaf\ ^nijygef, and is yet 
ffiwe terrible in huge felled dragons and 

, ferpents^ Btit if thefe kind of creatures 
bear any mifchief or poifon in their teeth 
or tails or their whole body, that pdifon 
is nothbg but difproportionality of par- 
ticles to the particles of our own or other 
animals bodies. And nature has, armed us 
with caution, flight and abhorrency from 
fuch dreadful fpefbicles. But we mud 
fiotmakq our abhorrency the meafure and 
tme eftimate of others natures. For thofc 
poifonous creatures are i^ot potfonous to 
their own kind, and are fb far from mu- 
tual abhorrency, that . they are joined in 
the neareft link of love that can be, where- 
by they propagate their [pedes. . Where- 

T 2 fore 
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fore tticFc objefts of fo terrible an afpefl 
arenote'yil in themfelves, but being ca- 
pable of the delights of the animal life as 
well as any other, and behig fo egregiouf- 
Ty direful to J)ehoId, as living fymbols of 
thaf, attribute of power unqualified with 
goodwfSy they were rightly brought into 
being in this region of fin, as ready in- 
firuments of Divine wrath, notorious or- 
naments of the theatre of the world, and a 
great enrichment of the hiftory of nature, 
which would be defective, did.it not run 
from one extreme to another. For even 
variety of fweet things cloy^ and there is 
no remedy fo good as the mixture of Ih^rp, 
bitter and fbwr. 

XIII. of monfirofities in nature. 

And therefore thofc more facred and 
congruous laws of nature are fometimes vi^ 
olated by her own prerogative, as is. ma- 
nifeft in the birth of monfiers ; which I 
look upon as but a piece of fportfulnefs in 
the order of things, as when a well-fa- 
voured boy makes a wry mouth out of 
wantonnefs, whereupon the fudden com- 
pofure of his countenance into its natural 
frame feems the more lovely and amiable: 
but for thefe prodigious deviations, they 
are not many. For it is the rarity of them 
that invites the people to look after them. 

And 
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And it is a plain argument they are well 

J)leafcd with th^efe novel fpeftacle», they 
b willingly parting with their monies to 
have the fight of them. For thefe diverfi-* 
ties of objc6ls in the world varioufly touch 
the minds of men, playing upon their fe- 
veral afie6lions and faculties as a mufician 
on the fundry keys of an organ or virgi- 
nals. And that flop which is a difcord df 
itfeif, yet not being too long flood upon, 
makes the fucceeding harmony more fweet. 
And fo it is in that which is uglily defec- 
tive or mifliapen, it quickens the fenfe of 
that due fliape and elegancy we fee ordi- 
narily in other things. But that ther^ are 
whole nations abfolutely monftrous or mif- 
Ihapen, fuch as the Cynocephaliy Ace^k^ 
liy Monoculi^ Monocoli^ and the like, it will 
be then time enough to anfwer to that dif- 
ficulty, when the truth of the ftory is clear- 
ed. The probability of which I think Eu- 
iftor is as able to judge of as mod men, ht 
taking fo fpecial a felicity in reading of hi- 
ftories. 

Euiji. That there are fuch monftrous 
nations mentioned in hiftory,0 Philotheus, 
it cannot be diflcmbled. But for the credi- 
bility of the fVory or pertinency to this fub- 
jeft, that h not fo clear. For m my appre^ 
heniiott hiftorians do very much betray 

T 5 their 
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thck vanity in the very circumftances of 
what they relate. As in the Motwcoli of 
^artarie^ which, they ia^y^ have but one 
arm as well as but one leg ; but they add/ 
that they riui fo fwift on that iingle hand 
and foot, that no horfe can keep pace with 
them. Which if it were true, what great 
charge could be laid againft nature for ma- 
king fo admirable and ufeful a fabrick ? 
There is alfo a people near California^ calr 
led Enoticxtiy which they fay have long 
ears that reach to the very ground, bat 
withal fo large and thin and limber, that 
they hang like a fcarf behind or before 
them J which they fpread and lie in a- 
nights on the ground, (if any be fo fooliib 
as to believe it :) from whence they are 
called Enoticcstif as having their ears for 
iheets to lie in. So that when they travel, 
they may in utramque aurem dormire^ and 
be afraid of no contagion but what they 
carry with them. 

duph. This is a pretty privilege, Euif 
tor. But I would be very loth to be fo. li- 
able to be luKjs'd t>y ^6 ears up and down 
as they are, for all their fecurity of whol- 
fome iheets » 

Euifi. For my part, Imuft confefs, I 
iook upon it as a very fable ; as I do alfo 

upon.thofe feveralftories of tbe M^nocuU. 

And 
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And Sir John Mandeyill^ to outbid the 
mefldacky of all his predeceilbrs^ thoughc 
it not enough to &ig«n oaticms with one eje 
h their hedds only, but alfo fucfa as l(ad 
\ mmeatall, but. only two hole« like empty 
(ibckets where the lights ihould be placed. 
But to give you my conjecture, I think 
the firfl: occafion of this fable of the Monih 
cid'was raifed from the ScytU^n >^imafpi^ 
wiiich wer.e famed to be fudb, und indeed 
We their name from thence^ as Euftathu 

us notes upon T^ionyjius *Afer<^ 'Ap/ yio 

Philoj>. What's that Euiftor ? 

EuiJ}. 'A^/ m the Scythian language b 
IS much as vne^ and ixoLcaroi as much as ti> 
% an eye. So tbat Arimafbus fignifies as 
tt^ch as (me-eyeL And Mfchylus in the 
fimc author calls them [jiovQTtoi ^^olIoit, 

Ac one-efd army^ as being excellently 
^^11 exercifcd archers, and having W fre- 
^uetit winking on one eye leflenea it fo 
*^uch as in a manner to have loft the ufc 
^f it. I believe there is no more in it than 
^^s; and can hardly conclude with Eufta- 
t^i}«s, th^t in procefs of time they begot 
children quite deprived of one of their 
eyes, But be that how it will, that was no 

fail 
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fell of nature, but a fault of their own. But 
furely from fuch flight hints as thefe might 
fo many loud lies be fprcd abroad in the 
world. And when they had once brought 
it to one eye, they might then place it ac- 
cording, to the cafinefs of their fancy, not 
on one fide of the nofe, but, as Pliny does 
thofe of the f Arimafpi^ in the midft of 
their forehead. 

And as for the Acefhaliy they might be 
nothing but fome ftrong hutch-back'd peo- 
ple, that having their heads very low and 
their flioulders high, men in humour and 
derlfion might fay that they had their 
mouths in their breafls and their eyes in 
their flioulders. For men love to exprefs 
thcmfelves fo as to raifc admiration. 

And laftl3r, for the Cynocephali^ it is a 
thing iricredible, and betrays the falfencfs 
by the circumftances of the report As that 
they underftand one another by barking 
and howling, and partly by figns with their 
hands and fingers; that they have long tails 
like dogs, and that they engender as dogs 
do, and that the human way is by them, 
forfooth, accounted more fliameful and 
diflioneft. I believe the truth of the exif- 
tence of thofe apes that are called Cynoce- 
phali gave thefirft ground to this amplify'd 
fable; which you may fee more enlarged 

t Hiii. Nat. 1. 7. c. f , in 
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in f Eufehius Neiritnhergius^ but rcje^ed 
even by him as a vain report. 

And as the CynocephaK are but brutes,^ 
fo I conceive thofe terrible men with horns 
beyond Cathay^ and thofe human fliapcs 
with long tails that ftragglc on the moun- 
tainous parts of the ifland BorrteOy with o- 
ther fportful variations and deviations from 
the uiual figure of man, were but fo many 
fevcral kinds of Satyrs^ Monkeys and JSa- 
honSy that are of a middle nature betwixt 
men and beajisy as the fundry forts of 
fknt-animals arc betwixt heajls and trees. 
And as the perfe Aeft ofplant-Mnimals come 
very near an abfolute animal, as the Sct^ 
ranetz not far from the Cafpian fea amongft 
the Tartars ; fo the perfcftcft of Satyr t 
and ^pes may very well come fo near 
mankiJid that they may be fufpefted to be 
of human race. But that they can ever 
be Improved to the accompliflxment of qi 
man, I think as little. probable, as the tur- 
ning of a Zoophyton into a perfcft animal. 

Philop. On my word, Hylobares, Euifi 
tor has laid about h'mi more than ordinary 
in this point. 

Hyl I muft confefs, Philopolis, that Eu* 
iftor has fpoke fo probably touching thefe 
ftories of human monftroiitics, that I can- 
not 

t Hlft. Kat. 1. jr. c. 1;. 
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not have the face upon fo uncertaui re*- 
ports to lay a charge againft Providence^ 
whofe exaohiefs h lo conlpicuous Uithmgs 
of aflTured ajiid certain knowledge. And 
therefore I would aow pafs from this ckp 
Jis of natural >v//r, if that three more of 
this kind (if I m^y call thep.i all natur(il), 
did not for<;ibly detain me, For indeed • 
th^ are fuch as do more amufe m^.and J 
diflettle me than any I have yqt pisopofed* | 
JPhiioth. I pray, what are. thole, Hylo- 
bares ? 

%TV, Qi fools, m94-ni^ ^ i^i^ vfttd^^p^y rnkfll 
from their yery birth, 

Hyh That fed fpeftaqle oinfifitrdfopjs^, 
of madimen^ and of men fr.mai th^r, yjsr^, 
childhood irreci^m^kly. rf/ichd* I eannpt 
devife how fuph pbmQtnenfi a? thefc q^rt 
well cqmpor.t with Co .benign, a, Prpvide^f e, 
a^ you, feeni to.plead fpr^ To noe, Philo- 
theus, they are the. moft, difm4 fights in 
the world* 

Pbiloth, And, to deal ingenuouily with 
you, Hylobares, th^re is nothing does more 
contriftajie and melanchplize my fpirit 
than any reflcftions upon fuch obje<Jl:s, But 

et I cannot conclude but that Gpd may 

e exa6lly good, and: juft in his: d.calings 
with men for all this. For we muft cwiff- 

dcr that mankind by their fall are lapfcd 

into 
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into a parallel condition with that of beafts 
in a-matinier, and, by their being invefted 
Withthcfe terreftrial induments, do put 
themfelvcs into all thofc hazards that the 
brutal life is obnoxious to, that is to fay, 
BOt only the difeafes of the body, but the 
makdies alfo of th^fe better faculties of 
•perception and inragination, of natural wit 
and fagacity, and of natural humour and 
difpofj^on. Thediftemper ofanyofthefe 
fcizes the foul, if it meet with fo ill a fit- 
ted body. For we fee that fomc bcafts are 
cgregioufly more fottifh and flow than o- 
thcrs of their own kind, and more mif- 
ichievous and unmanageable, as is obferv- 
aWe in d^gs and horfes. And feveral brutes 
are capable of becoming mad. Thcfe mif- 
ehiefs follow this tcrreftrial fate of things, 
which none can be fecure from but thofe 
that inhabit not in thefe houfes of clay. 
And^ who knows but he that is born a na- 
tural fool, if he had had natural wit, would 
have become an arrant knave ? which is 
an hundred times* worfe. And to have been 
in a capacity of being good, and yet to 
range out into all manner of wickednefs, 
is more horrible than to* have ever had a 
fenfelefnefs of what is pious and virtuous un- 
interruptedly from the very birth. And as 
for mad-men^ it is notorioisjfly known that 

the 



the grcatcft caufe is ordinarily immorality, 
pride, the want of faith in God, or inordi- 
nate love of fome outward objcft. But no 
madnefs but that which is purely a difeafe , 
is to be charged upon rrovidence: for 
which there is the like apology as for o- 
ther difeafes ; which if we fhould admit 
they did not always good to the aiHi^ed, 
yet it cannot be denied but that they do 
very naturally tend to the bettering of tht 
fpecbtorSy as this fad obje6l; of madnefi 
ought to do ; to make men humble and 
modeft, and mafters of their pailions^ and 
(ludious of purification of foul and body, 
and clofe adherers to the Deity, that lo 
horrid a diftemper may never be able to 
feize them ; to keep down the ferocity of 
defire,andto be wholly re£gned to the will 
of God in all things, and not to feek a 
man*s felf no more than if he were not at 
all ; not to love the praife of men, nor the 
pride of the world, nor the pleafuresof life, 
but to make it his entire pleafure to be of 
one will with his Maker, nor to covet a- 
ny thing but the accomplifliment of bk 
will in all things. 

Hyl. This diyine madnefs, you will fay, 
Philotheus, will extinguifh all natural mad- 
nefs, as the pure light of the fun does any 
coarfe terreftrial iire. 

Phikth 
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Pbiloth. This divine fobricty, Hyloba* 
res, will keep our animal fpirits faie and 
Ibber. 

Bath. I conceive, Philotheus, that Hy- 
lobares may not call that excellent ftate of 
the foul a divine madnefs out of any re- 
proach to it, but for the fignificancy of the 
cxpreffion. For madnefs is nothing clfe 
but an ccftaticalnefs of the foul, oran emo- 
tion of the mind, fothat a man is faid not 
to he himjelf^ or to be he fide hintjelf The 
mifery of which ianatural madnefs is, that 
he being thus unhinged, he roves and is 
flung off at random whether it happens, or 

Ilock'd into fome extravagant fancy or hu- 
mour that is to no purpofe, or elfe to ill 
purpofe. But diyine madnefs is, when a 
man by ftudioufly and devotionally quitting 
himfelf and his own animal denres thro* 
an intire purification of his fpirit, being 
Aus loofened from himfelf, is laid faft hold 
on by the Spirit of God, who guides this 
faithful and well-fitted inftrument, not ac- 
cordmg to the ignorant or vicious modes 
of the world, but his motions keep time to 
that mufick which is truly holy, feraphi- 
cal and divine, I mean, to the fneafures of 
found reafon and pure intelle6l. 

fiyl. I meant no worfe, Bathynous, than 
you indmate ; but you have apologized 

U more 
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more floridly and rhetorically for me tbai 
I could have done for myfelf And thca«i 
fore this rub being removed, Ibefeech 
you, Philotheus, proceed in your well-be- 
;un apology touching thofe difficulties hi 
^ovidence which I kft propounded. 

Philoth. I will add therefore thefc two 
coniiderations. Firft, that this life is Q^ort^ 
and that no niore is required of the&iU-ap* 
pointed perfons for wifdom. ^nd virtue than 
proportionally to the talept committed to ' 
them. ^ So that their danger is diminilhed 
according to the leflening of the meafure rf 
their capacities. Secondly, that it is our' 
fancy rather than our reafon that makes us 
imagine thefe obje<fts fo much more M 
and deplorable, than what we fee in die 
ordinary fort of men. For, as I was inti' 
mating before, which of thefe two is the 
more deplorable ftate, to be a fool hy fate 
or upon choice f And arc not all things 
toys and fools-baubles and the pleafures o£ 
Children or beafts, excepting what b truly 
moral and intelleilualf and how few, I 
pray you, amongft many thoufands do fc- 
rioufly fpcnd their ftudies in any thiag 
weightiljr moral or intelleftual, but fiddle 
away their time asidlely as thke that pill 
ftraws or tie knots on ruflies in a. fit of dc- 
liration or lunacy? The wi^iof tiis age 

contend 
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contend very much for this paradox. That 
there is no other happttiefs than content ; 
but it is the happinefs of natural fools, to 
find their content more ea/ily and certainly 
than thefc very wits. And thereSs in this 
cafe much the fame reafon of mad-men as 
of fools. And what is the gaudinefs of fools 
coats but the gallantry ofthefe wits, tho' 
not altogether fo authenticldy in faflxion .^ 
Befides, this may excufe Providence fome- 
dibg, that the generality of men do ufu* 
ally flock after fools and mad-meiK and 
flicw thcmfelves delighted with the ob- 
jcft. 

Bati. They are pleafed, it may be, to 
fee fome more mad and fottiflx than thcm- 
felves, and fo congratulate to themfelves 
the advantage and pre-eminency, as they 
fiuicy, of their owh condition. 

HyL It may be they approach to them 
at to alluring looking-glafles, wherein they 
may fo lively difcern their own vifagcs. 

Phihth. You may have fpoken more 
truly in that, Hylobares, than you arc a- 
Ware of, faving that -^generally men are 
more foolifh and mad than thefe looking- 
glafles can reprefent them. Nihil tarn ah- 
furde dicipoteft ^uod non dicatur ah aliquo 
fhilofophorum, is a faying of Cicero. And 
if ^e Philofophers themfelves be fuch 

U 2 fools 
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fools, what are the Plebeians ? Could ever 
any thing more fottifli or extravagant fall 
into the mind of either natural fool ox mad- 
many than, that the eternal God is of a cor* 
foreal nature andfhape ; that the tvorld 
and all the parts of it^ the organized ho- 
dies of men and heafis not excepted^ are 
the refult of a blind jumble of mere matter 
and motion -without any other guide ? What 
more phrantick than the Jlgment oftranfuh- 
Jlantiationj and oi infallible lujl^ ambition^ 
and coyetoufnefs ? Or what more outragi- 
ous fpecimen of madnefs, than the killing 
and flaying for the non-belief of fuch things? 
A man is accounted a natural fool for pre- 
ferring his bauble before a bag of gold ; 
but is not he a thoufand times more fool- 
ijQi that prefers a bag of gold, a puff of ho- 
nour, a fit of tranfient pleafurc, before the 
everlafting riches, glory and joys of the 
kingdom of heaven? No man wonders that 
a mad-man unadvifedly kills another; and 
if he did it advifedly and of fet purpofc, 
yet it being caufelefly and difadvantagc- 
oufly to himfelf, he is reputed no Icfs 
mad. How notorioufly mad then are thofe 
that, to their own eternal damnation, de- 
populate countries, fack cities, fubyert 
kingdoms, and not only martyr the bodies 
of the pious and righteous, but murther 

ihe 
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the fouJs of others, whom by fraud or 
violence they pollute with idolatrous and 
impious practices ; and all this for that 
gaudy bauble of ambition, and a high con- 
ceit of one unherfal fpiritual monarchy 
that ought to wallow in wealth, and tum- 
ble in all the fleflily and fenfual delights 
of this prefent world ? Wherefore, to fpeak 
my judgment freely, Hylobares, feeing 
that there would be fuch abundance of men 
mad and foolijh and w/Vi^^ according to 
the ordinary guize of the world, it does not 
mif-bcfgem the goodnefs of Providence to 
anticipate this growing degeneracy in fomc 
few, by making them /oc>/i and madmen as it 
were by hirth ox fate : that folly and mad-. 
nefs being reprefentcd ta.the fans of men, 
in*a more unufual- difguife, by hooting at 
it, they may do that piece of juftice as to 
reproach themfelves thereby, who are up- 
on their own coji and charges more repre- 
henfibly wicked than they that never came 
within any capacity of being virtuous^ (if . 
there be any fuch) and more outrageoully 
mad and abominably fottilhin the eyes of < 
him that can judge rightly,, than: any naw - 
tutal fool or bedlam ; or rather, that ufing ; 
thatfeafonablereflcftion which Plato fom^ 
where coihmends upon the confideratioa 1 

of the ill carriage of others, >^'7ri( aj' ly© } 
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To/3r(^j they may find by fuch analo- 
gies as I have hinted at, that they are far 
worfe fools and madmen than are hooted 
at in the ftreets, and fo for very fliame a- 
mend their lives, and become truly wjfc 
and virtuous. For what can be more ef 
fciflual for the raifing an horrour and de- 
teflation of what is ugly and diflioneil in 
ourfelves, than the reflexion, that what 
we To abhor in others is more in ourfelves 
both as to degrees and other circum* 
fiances ; and that whereas others may fcem 
an objeft of pity, ourfelves defcrve the ' 
higheft reproof and fcorn. 

XV. The beft life to be made of the Ciddeil fceoe of dn 
things^of this world. 

So that you fee, Hylobares, that even 
in thcfe pieces of providence that feed 
moft forlorn, moft dark and defperatc, a 
very comfortable account of the Diyint 
goodnefs does unexpectedly emerge and 
ihine forth. Which would fliU clear up 
into a more full fatisfaftion, the more let 
fure and ability we had to fearch into 
things. But if you cannot keep your eye 
from being fixed on the Hack jfide of Pr<h 
yidence rather than on the bright ftie 
thereof, and muft ruminate on the parti- 
cular evils of plagues and peftilences, of 
war and famine, of devouring earAquiicsi 

of 
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of that cruel and favage. cuftom of both 
birds, beafts and fiflies, in preying and 
Ceding one upon another, which is a iha- 
dow of the mod outrageous violence ^d 
iniquity imagbable; if you will melan* 
cholize your fancy with the remembrance 
of the groans of the maimed and fick, the 
dread of ravenous beafts and poifonous fet- 
pents, the deftroying rage of the elements, 
the outrageoufnefs of the diftra^ed, and 
the forlomnefs and defolatenefsof that for- 
liken habitacle, the body of a natural fool, 
(whom therefore we moft ufually call a 
mere tofy;) this confideratton alio has its 
geand u(e, and it is fit that fo funk a coo* 
dition of mankind as this terreftrial life it, 
jbould be charged with fuch a eompeten- 
cy of tra^al fatalities, as to make the 
confiderate ferioufly to bethink himfelf of 
a better ftate, and recount with himfelf if 
he be not, as they fay, in a wrong box, 
itf he be not ftray'd from his native coun- 
tiy, and therefore, as the Platomfts exhort, 

^fuye<v Imv^iVy if he ought not feri- 
oufly to meditate a return, and to die be- 
times to this world, that death at laft ftrik- 
irig off the fetters of this mortal body, the 
fo^l may emerge far above the fteam of 
this region of wi/^n^ and jln^ 6fraeda- 
rum diem^ €um ad aiyimmillud anmorutft 
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concilium coetumque froficifcar^ cumqm 
ex hac turha ac coUuytone difcedam ! 

Euijl. It is part of that excellent fpecch 
of Cato to Scipio and Laeliiis. What fay 
you now, Hylobares, to Philotheus his 
aflbiling thefe your laft and mod puzzling 
and confoundmg difficulties about natural 
eyils? 

XVI. How the entrance of fin into the world can cofifiil 
with the goodneis of Providence. 

Hyl I fay Philotheus difcourfes excel- 
lently well, Euiftor, and beyond my ex- 
peftation. And I cannot deny but that 
there being fuch a lapfed ftate of mankind, 
that Providence upon this fuppofition does 
manage things to the beft even in thdfc 
fhaenomena we call natural eyils ) and 
that the frame of things, taking them in 
their full comprehenfion, could fcarce be 
better, fo far as my underftanding reaches, 
than it is. But the greateft difficulty of all 
remains touching this fmful lapfe, (which 
is the fecond head of evils I had in my 
thoughts to propofe to Phlotbeus) Thzt 
Providence fliould ever fulFer fo aiomi^ 
nahle, fo diabolical and deftruftive a thing 
as fm ever to appear on this ftage of the 
univerfe: a thing that has brought in fuch 
a tragical train of miferies upon us, and is 
iaitfelf fo detejlahle and batefnl both to 

God 
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God and man. I know not how to make 
fcflfc of thefe things, 

CupL I am even glad at heart to fee 
Hylobares fo much puzzled with this dif^ 
ficulty, it giving mc the opportunity, with 
Philotheus his leave, to raife him into as 
high a pleafure by the agreeablcnefs and 
pcrfpicuity of the folution. And, me- 
thinks, I find upon me a very great impe- 
tus of fpirit to do him this friendly oi&ce. 
Pbiloth. I pray you proceed then, Cu- 
phophron ; I hope your fuccefs will be the 
better. 

Ci^h. That I ihall do right willingly : 
For I hold it a matter of great importance, 
that mankind have a right underftanding 
of one another's aclions and manners, and 
that they be not over-harflily cenforious, 
and thii* every thing infernal and diabo- 
lied that is not in fo high a degree good as 
the reft. For my purpofc is, O Philopo-' 
lis, to clear unto the world fuch principles 
as may fwecten the pafiions of men, or ex- 
cite in them only the fiveet pajfions^ and 
take off air anger, hatred, and indignation 

V againft th^r mutual carriages ; that feeing 
fo little hurt. done or meant, they may 
live quietly and neighbourly one with an- 

^ other. ' 

Philof. That ia an excellent plot, O 

Cupho- 
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Cuphophron, and very advantageous to 
as many of us juftices of peace, as defire 
CO get as much time as we can to beftow 
upon the more profitable parts of ^ilofo- 
phy. But I would rightly underfland this 
plot of yours. 

Cuph^ I perceive Hylobares ( which it 
A fymptom of his ^iiat fenfc of virtue) 
looks upon that which we ordinarily call 
fin or wickednefsj to have fuch an ej/en^ 
rial and infernal poifon and heJUfl) per- 
yerfenefs in it, fo ahomnahle and dete- 
Jlable^ and fo contrary and repugnant to 
the nature of God, that it icemk a contra- 
di£lion that they fliould both coexift ill 
the world together, but that the wrath of 
the Almighty ought to have thunder firock 
or ftifled fo horrid a monfter in the ^veiy 
birth, not only by reafon of d»)fe satund 
evils it unavoidably brings upon mankind, 
but even for ita own diaMkal nglinefissA. 
deteftablenefs. But for my part, gentle- 
men, I commend his zeal more than his 
judgment, m his adhering to fo ground* 
lefs an imagination. 

Soph. I wilh, Cuphophton, you begin* 
aing fo daringly, that your judgment do 
not prove as little as your zeal. You arc 
fuch an extoUer of the fweetpaJfionSy and 
fo profeifed an enemy to thote more grim 

and 
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tad feyere ones, that I fear, to bid adieu 
(9^ themfiDT the imlder repofe of our mindSji 
you will perfuade us to fluke hands and 
be fiiends with fitt itfelf. 

Cupb. You know not what I would, So- 
phron, nor I fcarce my(elf ; but fome^ing 
I am yery big of, and defire ^our ailiftance 
or patience in my deliyermg of myfelf 
of it. 

IjfyL I pray you let it be neatly thcn^ 
and a cleanly conyeyance, O Cuphophron. 

XVII. Cuphophron's lunatick apology, whereby he 
would extenuate the hainoufneis of fin. 

Cufi. It ihall be very dry and clean. 
For it (hall be only a dilquifition touching 
the mere nature of Jin and itnciednefs^ in 
what it confifts : Whence we ftiall make 
the dueft eftimate of the poifon of its con- 
dition. And I wifli my orcath may be as 
grateful and agreeable to your ears, as this 
frelh eyening-air, wafted through the fides 
(^ my arbour, and fteeped in the cooling 
beams of the moift moon, Twhofe drained 
light through.the fhadow of the leaves be- 
gins to caft a tremulous chequer-work on, 
the table, our clothes and faces) is delight- 
ful and comfortable to my heated temples. 

Philop. It begins indeed to be late of 
Ac night, Cuphophron, but it is not the 
lefs pleafant to continue our difcourfe in 

this 
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this chequerM moon-fliiiiey efpeciaUy yoa 
having thus raifcd our cxpc6latioRS. \ 
Wherefore I pray you proceed. 

Cuph. In my judgment no man has & 
luckily pointed at the true tiature of wic- 
kednefs as Mercurius Trifmegifius^ in 

that fliort faying, ^H %axioL (t6[jl(PvIo^ ro^ 

^Yi^loi^, That wickednefs is connate or 

natural to beajis. Which yet I am fo fap 
from believing in that fenfe the wordi' 
found in, that I hold it incompetible to 
them. But rather, as that mirrour of wif- 
dom, MofeSj has defined in his law, when 
the leprofy is all over a man, no part vxt 
tainted, that he is to be reputed as cleanj • 
fo bttites, who are cbnftituted only of fenfe 
and the ahifnal affections, ^ witnout any 
participation of an higher principle, they 
are uncapable of fin. And if there were a- 
ny rational animals, be they in what fliapc 
they will, from the fight of whofe minds 
that higher principle was ever excluded 
fatally and naturally, they would be as 
the Mofaicai leper, or rather as an ordinal 
ry brute, devoid both of fin and confci- 
ence, relilhing only the laws of the ani^ 
maiYifc: wherein when we have conii- 
dered how much there is of the Divine 
wifdom and goodnefs that contrived them; 

wc 



Of the Providence o/Gon, 217 

we ihall not have fo venomous a conceit 
concerning the creation of Grod, or be call 
upon Manicbeifm ot Gnojiicifm^ fancying 
the fign of the Devirs pawnor fcenting the 
fulphnr of hell tn every thing as (Irongly^ 
as the biihc^'s foot in milk burnt to the 
Hdilct bottom. 

Nay, I may fay -that thofe myfterious 
depths of Satan which the theofophers fo 
^gently difcover, fuch as are ipfeityj e- 
loity^ oxfelfijbnefsj it is nothing elfe but 
th^t Sovereign or radical principle in the 
mmallife^ which is j^^/av^. Of which 
if there be no neceflity in nature that it 
iliould be,(as indeed we fee fmnetimes the 
affections of creatures to be carried out fo 
to others that they forget thcmfclves) yet 
it was fit for Divine Providence to fettle 
^ principle in them all. That every 
^g (hould love itfelf very heartily and 
povide.for itfelf; as the roots ojf trees 
without all fcruple draw to thenafelves all 
Ae nourifliment they are capable of, not 
^fgatding what tree withers, fo thejr flou- 
^fi> in which notwitftanding there is no- 
^ng of either Devil or fin. 

But now that Providence did very well 
^ itxqj>lanting fo fmart zfelfhve in every 
^mal, is manifeft. For thofe more no- 
Uble fun^ons of the Animal life, fuch as 

X depend 
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depend on ftrength and agility, craft and 
fagacity, could not be exercifed to any 
confiderable degree without this principle. 
A crow would not have the heart lo pick 
at a worm^ nor a fwallow to fnatch at i 
fly. And there is the fame reafon for 
thofe more notable and induftrious inM- 
ations of other ftronger and more crafty 
creatures that hunt after their 'prey. Be- 
fideSy every animal in refpe^l of itfelf has 
in fome fenfe or meafure a refemblance of 
that Divine attribute of Omniprefence ; for 
be it where it will, it cannot leave itfclf 
behind. Wherefore it is fit it fliould be 
endowed with this great love and care of 
itfelf, being in a more conftant readinefi 
to pleafure, help and provide for itfelf 
than for another. Laftly, it is a thing un- 
imaginable, unlefs brutes were endowed 
with intellei5lual Acuities, (and then they 
would be no longer brutes ) that they 
ihould be able to have fo free and reflexive 
cogitations, as to feek the improvement 
and live in the fenfe of the publick good. 
And if their thoughts and fancies were al- 
ways taken up or gadding after the wel- 
fare of others, the height of life and joy 
in every one would much be dimimihed 
and obfcured. For fancy is fiir weaker 
than the prefent fenfe of the body : And 

if 
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if you would have it any thing ilrong^ how 
CAlflmitous muft the lives of thefe animals 
be^ who muft die, muft be maimed and 
fufler mifchief, as often as any of their 
fellow-animals fuffer any of thefe things ? 
Wherefore it is better for the whole gene- 
rations of brute animals, that every one 
love and regard itfelf, than that they be 
all diftroAca and tortured witli iaeire6tuat 
thoughts ccHiceming the welfare of others. 
We lee therefore, O Pbihpotis^ the wif* 
dom and benignity of Providence^ that 
has fo firmly engrafted this principle of 
feWl<rfei the root of undifturbed joy and 
of felf prefervation, in the animal life* 
From whence is alfo in animals that emi- 
nent love of their young, and their kind* 
ndfs and tamenefs to them that feed them. 
And for thofe paffion? in animals that look 
more grimly and infernally on't, or at 
leaft feem to have a more naufeous and 
abominable afpeA, as wrath^ ^nvy, pride^ 
M, and the like, they are but the bran- 
ches or modifications of this one primitive 
sad fundamental paifion, felfhre. For 
what is ivratb^ but felf-love edged and 
ftrengthned for the fending off the a0iiults 
of evil ? What enyy^ but (elf love grie^^ed 
at the fenfe of its own want, difcovered 
^ aggravated by the fulnefs of another's 

X Z enjoy- 
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enjoyment ? What pride^ but felf-love 
partly defiring to be the beft or to be ap- 
proved for the beft, and partly triumphing 
and glorying that it is now become none 
of the mcaneft ? And, laftly, what is /«/?, 
but felf-love feeking its own high delight 
and fatisfaftion ia the ufe of venery ? 

Thefe are the main mifhapen fpawn 
of that moflftrous fiend ; that deeply couch- 
ed dragon of hell, felf-loye ; which if wc 
eye more accurately, we fliall find as ne- 
ceflary and ufeful in the animd IJfe as the 
mother that bears them. For as for ivratb^ 
and alfo crafty (which I forgot to mention 
before) it is plain they are as unblameable 
in beafts as prudence and valour in men. 
And for pride and gloriation^ it is but a 
natural fpur to quicken their animal powers, 
or but the overflowings of that tickling fenfe 
they have of thofc perfections nature has 
beftowed upon them; and fliews how 
mightily well-pleafed they are with thcnij 
and what thankful witncfles they are rf , 
that goodnefs and wifdom that framed 
them. And for luji\ who dare blame it ifl 
the brute creature, there being diftinftion 
of fexes, fitnefs of organs, and fufficicn* 
cy of fpirits prepared by the Divine Wif- 
dom in nature for it ? Befides that it is on« 
of the moft important afts, as w«U as ac- 

com- 
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compatiled with the greateft and mcft enra- 
riihing joy that the animal life will afford. 
A matter of tliat confequence^ that the ge-* 
fiCfidoiis of liviag^a^atares^ would ceafe 
to be without it; and the fun andtnoon ba 
conftrained once again to fliine on an emp-^ 
tv earth ; and the ihadows of the trees to 
metter notching but either the trees them* 
felyes, or the neighbowing herbs aixib 
fioiwers. That which lo^s mod like a fa« 
ry of all this litter is envy; which as bad 
as it is, yet methinks ^iftotle ilanders iti 
whiles he. would make it fuch a paG 
£on as was not raifed from the fenfe of our 
own want, bittn;kerely outofthe.fenfe of 
another's good^ without reference to our- 
felves;. which for my part I look upon tq 
be fttch W monfttr as I'fufpeA is fcarcc to . 
befimnd in the regions of helK- 

Phihp. That's a manrellous charitable 
conceit ofyour's, Cuphophrom 

Qupb.' Sut that eti^y^ that is,'0 Philopo^ 
lis,^ is a geauins. refuk^T^he animal life^ , 
and mpre ufoaUy in* -a-paflive mehincho-^ 
lick fpiritv and is a griei ariling from the 
fcnfe of our want difcovered, as I i'aic^, , 
and fet off more ftmgingly to. us by th^ . 
ainrc fiufli and full reprefentalions of^nty- ^ 
thcrfsvhappincfs. But that.there ifbould btf 
any mora wickedncfa in-grief than iajo)-*^ 

X i 0£. ; 



or b^ {Mitt tbm,m;fdei£iirey b'ajduM^flp^ 
itfiderfiaiiding camM-roibbto; /Votf^tHonr 
repentance itCdfivmUribo a fin;- .. 'vr: i\ 
. SafMi ^TiSr woUr you ^paft Xot fkiwinaUe 
ftCQidvue.Qnitbodb tuLttte fowr fafiomi Q 
Cuphophroft; I tbcnig^ y oa itoicUbtea] oi» 
fy fot the yW^^ igfii^Mj;- - * i-j-v; 
. C2b^i&. It is myirtfi&Qiti^^^et:aJSm^ 

ra))tly crf'thc ycnxtf^ But tot *toUi yoo^t^ 
truthv X bad rather, give tfaem,gOip|4 ^Pf^ 
at a^ft^OiCe, thi^m to. ]:eceive tfa]^ ^^1^ 
hQuTo^ Qt entertain any mprf i^riif^a 
fldillarity with thetn« To my pe^uH^^tc^* 
pec they are bitf harih g^efb. , . .. }^. . 
. So^n, I havifi hut iQM:ru|^^y$ii]0^.Gu 
ph«5>%pni, I pray yougoon. . . , , ..^ 
Cf(/^^« Wh^jre&re we coa^i;i4^ithai<fi^ 

branch of the mitnal life is iixaply 

pQtfimMS QxJwhUcid^ they beu^^ ret 
the contriyaoi^eis of the gpod^and wifi^ jG 
iathe ffam^ p^nat^tA, or eifie the.iiecei& 
ly fe^wk of i^tt ct(>ntttvaiKeii AxAiiSsttt 
ther^^^re thpfe mea.thgt ^ce ioiivfintf^ns^ 
veagled in the pk^fures, attd aUi|f;fi^iQ^^ 
of thisilpwer U^ai;e rather.lapred it^9.tpt 
which is. /(?y^ ^^^^> thaii detained i& ibtt 
which is ahfdut£}y eviU And/ it is bulla 
perpetual gMlleryjandmiftake, w)^ they 

are fo hugely t^efli with:fa&tfli nuittei% 

they 
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tl^ bdbig in^the condicioiiy as I may fo 
i^(, obohitdcc&^ted fools, of whom it ia 
oi{£trv9od tbit A ftnall thing will plea^ 
fimi:uti!ia? tt' be<ji' doubt whether thefe 
tlQbga^rftr.fo fimll and contemptible, if 
ilMb»«ruojdlat«be«kivmeft of phik^ophera 
have aflerted, thattbd whole world and the 
paetf theraof ate but io many fymbols and 
fiManmebca of thel>eity; everything be» 

l«g 'either 0httipy ^it^Xov^otiyv^ 0««, 

fbme i!hoT^'j)crfe(5t image^ or at leaft fomc 
0i^\P(td(yw, or footpf of the 2>m- 
»ttj/'I7jjon[ which it otr eves be ftayed 
aiSrout kfiet^ions entanglea, as itisare- 
al teftimon^ of our approvement of the cx- 
Cclicttcy of (he Arcnetype, fo are we itjt 
fomc meaner iort rclijgious', we adoring 
tbfts! 'oixdVlbting upon thefe congruous gra- 
tifj^ons '^e reccliye froth thefe partioix? 
W^^ta^ of that perfe6l: good, until wc 
arj^'xali^d up to an mgher participation of 
M^ ' Bvtt that even thofc that fccm to fly 
fltom'tebd fce^ after, him in fome fort, la 
'"littftofj^ Wcflkry, there being nothing 
''69nfffl/^ ov vmat is Jrom h^ ia the 
tifiMdf ^d^hefwift he couW. not^ be that 
aWtiliit^lWeifeft good^ whofc gpodneff^ 
wJHm and forwer fills all things.. And t 
thmk there is no perceptive being in the 
whole xmiVerfo io eflianged from its origi- 
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nal, but it is either courting or eojoymg* 
tbefe or fome of thefe attributes iii u^nft 
rank and meafure or otjher, tbey e^m try- 
ing and proving what they can do in. nul^j 
ters of either //i^^yS^if, wit^ or dindni&tLi 
And the /incere and undiftraAed fruitiooofj 
any one part of any of thefe has fo mighti^ 
\y taken up the minds of fome men io com- 
plexion fitly framed for fuch delightfi^ ^ 
they haire facrificed even their lives^ tj 
berties and fortunes,, to thefe flightefi' 
glimpfes of the great Godhead, whomj 
they thus unwittingly and unfkilfully ftdi 
to adore, and fo become in a £brt reHgiouS! 
martyrs for a fart ^ which they that make . 
profeffion of their love and honour of the 1 
ffntire Dietyfeldpm are pprfuaded to un- 
dergo. 

Now fith it is fomething of God that 
minds of all fpirits (even of thofe thatfei 
to be in a£lual rebellion agamft him), arc' 
fet after, it is a very hard thing, to findputjl 
how he ihould look upon hitx)(€}f^sb.dir< 
fieemed, whenas all the creatures arei 
after fomething or other of his,/motf i 
gioufly prizing^ it even above their ovi 
beings. For it is only their ridiculous mil 
lake to cleave t6 that which is of lefs wortfi 
and moment, and therefore defervcs la«gl>^ 
ter and pity more than fury and xevcngc 
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Not to add what a childifli and idiotick 
eenceit it i% to fancy God in the fimili^ 
tude of feme aged tetricalpcrfoni impati- 
ent of and obnoxious to afironts and inju- 
ries ; when nekher any can be really done 
hin, nor kny is intenaed againft him ; bvl ' 
men out of a debafing modefty or lazinefa 
of fpirit take up "with fmaller good things, 
when they may be more welcome to Krea- 
tcr. Which folution as it may well latit 
fy Hylobares touching his query, MTiy 
God almighty did not at the firfi appear* 
ance of fin ftraightway with fulphurioua 
thunderbolts ftrike it dead upon the fpot ; 
fo itmay be alfo an excellent antidote a^ 
gainft the rage of the more grim and fevere 
paffions, mitigate the harflmeffes of fcvcral 
difgufts in human life, and geiverally fwee^ 
ten the conyerfation of men one with ano^ 
ther. 

XVin. A foMd anfwTtt to the foregoiiig apology, though 
iiflKred in with fomcthing a ludicrous pceaitble. 

Hyl Sweet Cuphophron and melliflu- 
0TX8, young Nejior in eloquence, that haft 
conceived fuch raifed notions from the 
^fts of the evening-air add the chequered 
moon-fkiiMe, whofe tongue is thus bqdew'd 
With bewitching fpeech from the rofcid 
% and neftarine kifles of thy filveu-faced 
^y^hia! But doft thou thinkthus to drown 

our 
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bur fenfe of folid reafon by the rapid 
ftream or torrent of thy turgid eloquence? 
Noy Cuphophron, no : one touch of right 
reafon will fo prick the tumour of thy 
brain thus blown up by the percribrated 
influence of thy moift miffarefs^ the mooii, 
that thefe notions that look now fo £iir 
and plump, ihall appear as lank and fcran- 
nel as a calif that fucks his dame thmugh 
an hurdle; and all thy pretences to rigbt 
ratiocination ihall be difcovered as vain 
and frivolous as the idleft dream of Enij* 

SophTn In the name of God, what do 
you mean, Hylobares, to anfwer fo phan- 
taftically in fo ferious a caufe ? 

Hyl. Did not he begin thus, O Sophrcm? 
I only anfwer my phantaftick friend ac* 
cording to his own phantaflry. Which ytt 

?ou may obferve I have done very hob- 
Ungly, it being out of my road. Ynx yet 
the fenfe is very ferious and in eamefti - 
yiz. that it is a kind of lunacy y not reafon^ 
that reigns thus turgidly in Cuphophron's 
C(9iou8 harangue; that is, in brief, be feeint 
in this rapture, be it from what influence 
it will, to be tmttily .and eloquemh mad. 

Sofhr. Nay, if you mean no ouierwife 
than fo, 'tis well enough ; but it^ beginning 
to be late^ it h^d been better exprefled in 

ihortW 
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fliorter terms. And I pray you, Hyloba- 
rcs, £nce you think Cuphophron mad 
m^ him lober by difcovering to hinx his 
deliration. 
V^k I hope I Ihall very briefly difco- 
t ver it to the reft, but I know not how far 
he may be in love with his own lunacy. 
That there is no poifon nor harm in any • 
of the animal funftions or paffions, I eafi- 
ly grant him, and it may be the leaft in 
the fweeteft. For I was before convinced 
[ by Philotheus that there is nothing fubftan- 
i tially evil in the world. But it is immenf- 
ly manifeft,that thofe things that are good 
in ^hemfelves, yet by mifapplication or 
I difproporcion may caufe that which is un- 
fufferably naught. As in a mufical inftru- 
[ flient whofe firings are good and the ftick 
gwd, yet if they be touched upon when 
' they are out of tune, what more harfli and 
intolerable ? And fo may the exercife of 
I thcatiimii fumftions or paflion% tho^ good 
\ it\ {feiwfclves, yet if they be cither fet too 
j ,%K!^c.ejfercifed upw undue objcfts or 
j '^ wSfiitiisg circumlfauices^ become y^y^^ 
\ »att£p9i(;ifly evil. To f pit is mie of the ant 
' ^^l;&njftions, good and tifeful in itfelf, 
^^ tOifpit intp the mouth .of a dog and 
p%ihioi:on.the b^ck for iencour^gcmenty 
^nbt indecorous for the man, aiad grate- 
ful 
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ful alfo to the dog: but if any one had 
gone about to fpit into Cuphophron's mouth, 
and clap him on the back to ^courage hiih 
in that rapturous oration he made, he would 
have thought it an intolerable abfurd thing, 
and by no means to be fuffered. 

Ciipb. Wliy, To far'as I fee, Hylobares, 
that was needtefs ; you making as if dame 
Cynthia^ alias T>iana^ had fpit into my 
toouth already, and clapt me on the back, 
as one of her hunting dogs, and fo put me 
into this loofe rhetorical tareer. 

Hyl St)methihg-Iike it, Cuphophron, it 
may be. Biit ndw you are out of this career, 
how doyou'Hfcc this inftance of the cxercife 
of the ^«/>^/^/ functions, that men and women 
fhould dale and dung (like mares and ho^ 
fes in a ftable) in any room or company 
they came into ? It is fomething a couife 
queftion, Cuphophron, but very fubftan- 
tially to our purpofe. 

Cupb. That's ftinkingly naught, Hylo- 
bares. 

Hyl. But they then but exercife their a- 
nimal fun6lions. And were that quicker 
fcnfe revived in us whereby we dlfcem 
mornl good and evil ; adultery, drunken- 
nefs, murther, fraud, extdrrion, perfidiouf* 
nefs, and the like, all thefe would have 

infinitely a worfe fcent to our fouls, than 

this 



Ais which you fay is fo ftinkingty evil 
an have to our Aofct. Atid yet in all thefe 
things there it nothing but an undui ufe of 
^ammalfaculMs. And foY^miich z^ order 
$sii froportioH and the right cMgruity of 
difflgg are thofe things in the world which 
are the mod imellefhsal and diyine^ the 
ocmfoundiog and oppofing of thefe muft be 
tlie greateft opfofihon and cofffradiHioH 
Ait can be made or devifed againft the 
^ine IntelleB or eternal Godhead. For 
altho' the faculties of the foal of man be 
but gradually- difierenced as to goodnefs^ 
^t is to fay^ that fome of them are bettet 
dun other fome, others only lefs goodi 
y«t the incongruity and difproportionate- 
nefs of the ufe of them are diamePricalty 
opfofite to the congruity ^ccA proportionate- 
mfs of their ufe, and have the greatcft con- 
trariety that can be hetvflxtgood and eyil; 
fflid are really fuch, the otkegood^ the o* 
tker eril^ not a lefs good only. 

Sopbr. Excellently well argued, Hylo- 
Wes/ i^nd it was as feafonably imimatcd 
Jtfirft, That there is afenfe in a man, if 
it were awakened, to which thefe moral 
Wongruities are as harfh and difpleaiing as 
«iy incongruous objcft, be it never fo nau- 
seous, is to the Outward fenfed. But a mere 
wiofud or imaginary apprehenfion or eon% 

Y ception 



2 3 P Of the Providence of Go r>4 

ception of thefe moral congruities and ill* 
congruities does not reach that due antifa* 
thy we ought to have againft fin and wic- 
ked nefs : whereby alfo wie do more lively 
underftand how contrary and repugnant 
they are to the will of God. But hefides 
this fallacy in genetal, Hylobares, there 
were feveral particular paflages, in my 
mind, very rafli and unfourid; but efpcci* 
ally that, which makes our inordinate ad* 
hefion to fome parts of the creation a reli- 
gious worfliip or fervice of God. 

Bath. There may be fome fliew of wit , 
in fuch like conceits and exprefGons ; but 
undoubtedly, OSophron, fuch exorbitant 
adhefions to the creature is fo far from be- 
ing the due ivorjhip of God, that it is down- 
right idolatry. For neither the whole crea- 
ture nor part Is God hmifelf. And there- 
fore to love them more highly and affe6l 
them more devoutly than the pure God- 
head, that is to fay, to love them moft (f 
ally is to do that honour to them which is 
only due to God. Which is to play the I- 
dolater, , ' 

Sophr. Tliat is very true, Bathynpys, 
and the fame that the apoftle glances at, 
when he calls covetoufnefs Idolatry. 

Bath. That alfo, O Sophron, is very 
perverfly and unplatonically done of Cu- 

phophron, 
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phophroh^tbat, whereas the Platonifts from 
that notion of things having fome iimill- 
tude or at Icaft fome fhadow of the Divi- 
nity in them, would draw men oiFfrom the 
doting on thefe meaner ohje^ls, that they 
might approach nearer the pure and eiTcn- 
tial fountain of thefe more minute delights^ 
and eojoy th^m there more fully and bea- 
tificaliy ; he by a ftrange, rapturous rheto- 
rick and perverted ratiocination, would 
charm them in the nrefent enjoyment of 
thefe fmaller perfections, and fix them 
dowii to that, which ought only to be a 
footjiool to (land upon to reach higher. 

Pbilop. Gentlemen, altho' the wit and 
eloquence of Cuphpphron's harangue is inr 
deed notable, and your oppofing fo dili- 
gently the ill confequences of his enthuil* 
aftick rhetorick very commendable : yet I 
muft crave leave to p!:ofefs, th^t I take 
his fophiftry to be fo confpicuous, that I 
think it not needful for any-bpdy more o- 
perofely to confute it. I believe it was 
only a fudden rapture, a blaft that came 
with this evening-air, and will be blown 
over again with the morning-wind, and this 
mflucnce of the. moon dried quite up by 
the greater heat and warmth, of the next 
meridian fun. 
Cupb. Indeed, Philopolis, it was a ve- 

Y 2 ry 
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fy fw«ct waft, mA (mek ^ondamt ^Ao- 
nferouily of the «glimmes and henej^ 
fucktes. But if k be not to fk1mti£efou%, I 
wholly fuhmit it te yoor fevcrer judg- 
jWents. 

the permifGon of fin m the world can cooml wkh t)tt 
goodnefe of God. 

nyl. In the mean time I am qnke at n 
Ms^ vx fm$CiiSkkak tencliitig the weigbei^ 
dilSctdty I have yet propounded, yh. Hov 
It can be confident with the nature of God^ 
who is goodnefs itfelf^ to^ permit fin in the 
wortd, if it kelo real aa» evit, and not cth 
ly a feff go&d^ bs. Cupfaophron's infpiicd 



I J f«ig to » tins mootvUune nig^. 

Phihp^ I pray jrou Hylobares, m^e 
your addf efs to I^itotheuf : you kaeir 
bow fuccefs&l he has been hitlMsrNs 

Phihth. If that woukl quiet 3^our mia^ 
Hylobav^f I could indnlj^ to you U ftf 
as to g^e yotf leave ta thnrk that, Masf 
fm be in itfislf ablblotely en\y (a9 being am 
incoHgruify^ or di^reperfkn^y only be* 
twixt thhigSy not the things themfelves^ 
for all things are good in their degree)^er 
the mdtMfSy mis or oijeBs of fimbl a^ 
ons^ are ^t teaft fbme leiler good : which I 
charitably conceive may be att ^liniit O^ 
phophroA aimed at in that enthi^^ftick 

hurricane 
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tusMMtm hmym^cmn^ and 

Imi fMtfMflra' tMRimg^ ift^ 

mon't. And I return yowiiiiiiy thrtkt, 

Fnilotheus, for your candid interpretation. ' 

Pi^M^'&m methink^ tEe queftiion is in 
t manner as nice, Why God ftiould' fifflfet 
ay creatwo ta chufe the Ufs gMdxfinr the 
ffi0tm^^ Mr permiii hun to £n«. For this 
leems not according to the exaiSbEielft of A 
feift^y-befflga Providence^ 

Hffl Yoa uy rig^, l^bUotbeus > and 
ibtre^os: if you couM hut cleat that pointy 
IbelUvt k wiU gafar^ the clearing all. 

Plnhfh. Why, this. fcniple,Hylobarei>,. 
coAcemuig the jtoi^x otmen^ is much*wh«c 
tW^oac (if not £oBsethiog^^a£er) with that r 
f ^AC^nitig the £«iirir of both men and 
l^i^r For the Oiatotpoteacy ol" Ged could . 
lutef tbim^from difea^es^ and^^atb^ef^ 
^4ieed wave» Why therd^ear^ they iirb^ 
>a ta difeafesy but that thewlBosCofr 
GtNi inrdte-Mtttvlvance^ of their Wies^ will 
aA^aly aac^rdibg; ta the ei^aity of €o» 
foretfl iMitei? ; aod that h&> intttds th^ .: 
w^ld* Aouldrbt an duMmm^^ l^saov^ 
ki|t Mtfi/nS^ 0r 6ngiM>, tha« he wilt not 
fcrpetually tamper with by his abfohite .. 

y 3 ^ f owcc: : 
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power,' bat leave things to .riai;.Qn accord 
ing 1^ tbac courfe j which he has .pbt m n^ 
ture ? For it is, . alfo the pcrfbAioQ . pf hii 
wotk^to-be in fcMne fort like ks artificer, 
indepetident ^ which is a greater %ecbn^ 
of his wifdotiu 

XX. The firft attempt of {atisfying the difficulty, boOi 
' - that ftoical Pofition of the inYincible fi^edom <n aoan's . 

"' ^J^i: B\it you fiioiild a!fo &it^ thathk ' 
goodnefs was not excluded the cbiifultatidn^ 
OPKilbiheus. 

Philotb, No tnore is it, fo far as theffc 
is a capacity of its coming in, for^nxrthuig 
'that human reafon can aflure . itfelf to thi 
contrary. For let me firft puzzle you, Hy- 
•lobares, with thatpoCtion of the Stoicks, . 
That the mind of man is as free as Juj^tci: 
himfelfi as they rant it in their language; 
and that he cannot compel our will to aiiy 
thing, but whatever we take to muift: fe^ 
from our own free principle, liothing bc^^ 
jng able to deal with us without ourfelvcst 
As a Ttian that is fallen into a deep ditfch, 
if he will not fo much as give his feUow 
his hand, he catiiiot pull him out. Nor liiay 
this fcem more incongruous or inconfiftent 
with the omnipotency of God, than that 
he cannot make a f^uare whofe diagosial 

.it 
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if (MimeofHr/ye to the i^e, or a finite bo* 
iy that has ho figure at all. Fpr thefe are 
ochcf t^c fety eflepfce of the eflential con* 
f^queocea^ of >t|)e things ipoken V^y and it 
implies a CQnti:adi£tion they ihould exifl 
without them. So we will for difpute fake 
sffirm, that liberty of will is an elfential 
property of the foul of man, and can no 
i&ore be t£^en from her, than the propec 
jliSi^ftiiPns of a geometrical figure from the 
£gure; unlefs me once determine, or in- 
iasgle berfelf in fate ^ which flie cannot 
do but of herfelf, or elfe fix herfelf above 
faff J And fully incorporate with ihefimfU 
lood. For^ to fpeak Pytbagoricalfyy the 
fpirits of men and of all the i(allen angels 
are as an Jfofceles betwixt the IfotUuron 
sod Scalenum^ not fo ordinate a ngure as 
th^ one, nor fo inprdinate as the other ) fo 
thefe fpirits of men and angels are a middle 
betwixt the more pure and* intelle6lual 
fpirits uncapable ot falling from, and the 
fouls of beafls uncapable of rifing to the 
participation of divme happinefs. Where- 
fore if you take away this vertible princl- 
i^\t in man, you would make him there- 
withal of another fpecies^ either a perfed 
heaji^ or a ^ure inielkSi. 
. jF^/.T1us opinion of the Stoicks is worth 
our farther coimdering of. Sut in the mean 

time 
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thti^ 'wtfyvc^fgoit flof fMDti ftKVt Mctt ttral 

Pbikth. Why fhcmlil ttt Cst, Byiohttti^ 
Btfc tH ctt$mtt tf thhf mid^lleordtetiiiiiKM 
titc tixSfttbtttt ot f tie jytnfc nitelTcct uat MA$fs 
iiettr the fewer? Nat tcradd> ffa«f i^tal 
demand b ^ tbfeird^ tfaf tf ]fou A0O11II iA 
Xt/hy cvtrv flfe ft twt tffade m ^dldtr, * 
vtry fwufienr an eagle, afid etety tM0t 
tn attgeF, hettalt' ttr Mgjd if better ^ril 
any of the otftef creattrtc« 1 nattied. T£(e»l^ 

Htf ttr tfte cteaticm' ef the trartd. 

^ This is ftotafifer,. Fbaothem, «iid 
ime^cpeAed. Bur were It tiot better tihR 
God Abnighty IbonM' atm%%H:e the vt^ 
vidtiafe of tMs' rmiiCt^etti^hf^iet^ $et yttt 
calf it^ for fbott ^ they htpfe mt&h\^ ilttA 
Ictfoch aa iig^ d^ifmmtf tmtt%(t m i&e 
cfcattoir? 

PMath. This if a wdghty qneftirt^ 
Hytobares; but yet ftelrasi I hepe, trfe 
bt>thtnayeafc-durfeIveyof, ifweeoitfidtt 
h<svr tmoecomiiig it wmrld* be teethe irit 
dom ofGod to be^ orerlftot in-t&e eoetn- 
V^nee or the creatioti, as that hemoflrbc 
ever and anoti eiiferc^torafttihiltftefofae 
part of it^ as beings arir Ibfi what eMe fs 
do, and if tfteylhottld^ oU lapfe^ tti^aimi- 
lihite ihcui ^ 



IfyL Ylhyi he wifjkt cmtc ncir n « 
moment, Fhilotheus. 

PiSafi. Bur Bowrvcr didc would be 
very ^fuAeat and ktiih^ tho' tnit ikort^ 
iiafitu^s in the fluidti^ ereetion of God. 
Itppcftl to yow own fienfe, Hjdobate^ 
mold that kx^ kaidfottely i 

Bj^ I know not whit to think of it 
hSin, if diat were true disr feme t^ilai^ 
fophen contend ibr, that all the wliofecw* 
moil, as well panicnlat fonla and fpimt at 
Aenstter and univerfat fptlt of the world^ 
beffomGodbynecefitry efnanatkm, thia 
nUb yenAk order ean never be tnraed 
out of being; But that the AaUlityrfOod^i 
Maie and a&iona fliottld not be aecotding 
to the moft exqui£te wifdom and goodnefi ^ 
would be to ne the matdl paradox of alU 

PM^b, Wbyv who know* b« that h: k 
better fbt them to exHl^ tho^ in thia iapfed 
^1 and better atfoi fie the tmivtrie, that 
^they may be left to toy atid revel in the 
l^ghieft and AtcmtSt ftndowa of the Df« 
^t fidnefsy tlttn te be fnddeid^ atmitn^ 
W uponfheif firft lapfe or tranf^reilllon? 
IW tobe taken up with a lefsgood Uheu 
t^ Chm to be exiled ont of being, and to 
^M no good at all, 

Hjfl That it ia better for them is plain 
*^r^g to the opidoii d^alt Metafdp^ 
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clans: but how is it better for the uniyetfe, 
Philotheus ? 

Pbilotb. How do you know but that it 
is as good for the univerfe, computing att 
refpefts, if it be not better? And that is 
fufficient. For man is betwixt the intet 
ie6lual orders and the beafts, as a Zoopby- 
tdn betwixt the beafts and the plants. I 
demand therefore, if the Zoefhyta fome of 
them {hould degenerate into mere plants, 
while others emerge into the condition of 
animals, and fo they ihould ever and anon: 
be afcending and defcending, what great 
hurt-were done : what contradiction to the 
Dtvine goodfiefs "wotUd there be in this ? 

HyL I confef$; Philotheusi I fee no great 
hiart in that* 

Phihtb. Man therefore being of fuch a 

mixt nature, and of fo invincible a freenefs, 

that he may either aifociate himfelf with* 

angels, or fort himfelf with apes and ba« 

bo9n0 or fatyrs. of the Wood, what more 

hurt is there, he fo domg, than that there 

are^ipes and ' b£^bo0n& alreidy ? and who 

can tell jufl: how many thete ought to be 

of any of thofe orders ; or why there miift 

be juft fo many orders of apes or fatyo^ 

and no more ? 

; HyU I muft confefs it were a rgfli charge 

e^ainft Ptovidence on this aecount, and 

hard 
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hard to prove but that it is indifferent, at 
touching individuals of this or that order^ 
to have fome thoufands more or fome thoih 
iands lefs, it may be myriads, and vet the 
good of the univerfe much-what alike con^ 
cemed in either number. And there is the 
fame reafon proportionally touching the 
number of the orders themfclves. Such 
variations as thefe, 'tis likely, may not 
bear fo great ftrefs/jvith them, as to force- 
God to betake hlmielf to that cxiremeft of 
temedies, annihilation. 

XXI. The iecond attempt, fhxn the oonfideiation of fonio 
high abiifes of a vinciole freedom, as alfo from the na- 
ture of this freedom itfelf. 

Phiiotb. But now in the fecond place^* 
Hylobares, fuppo£ng mankind of a vinci- 
ble freencfs or liberty of will; what, would 
you have God adminifter (bme fuch ^ovr-^ 
^yxl philtrum to allof them, that he might 
ttcn force their affections towards thofc 
A^ore precious emanations of himfelf which 
arc properly called divine ? 
Hyl* Yes, Philotheus, I would. 
fhUotb. But I much queftion how this; 
Will always confift with the Divine Ju-. 
ftice. For I think it as incongruous that 
Ac T)iyine goodnefs Ihould always a6l ac- 
^ding to th^ Jimplicity of its own nature ; 
^ it is unnatural Tor the beams of the fun 
^be reverberated to our eyes from fcvc-. 

ral 



lal bocUea Titioufly. furfiured in the fiime 
jEorm of light, «fid not ft> pat on the ikce 
of divert coloim, fuch at yellow, gieeo, 
ted, pnrple, tad the like* For as the ts^ 
rious fuperfides of bodies nitnmlly zvsSm 
f^h a direrfi^atioa of pure light, and 
dumges it into the form of diis or that cd* 
lour; fo the variety of objcfb the Divbc ^ 
goodaeft looks upon does rightfiilly le- 'i 
^aire a certain modificatkm and figuration 
of hexfeif imofondry forma tftd ikapes,(a9 
I mayfo call them) of vengeance^ offa* 
verity, of juftice, of mercy, and the like. 
This therefore is the thing I contend for, 
that iree agehts, fuch as men and angels, 
may fo bmave themfelves m the fight of 
God, that they will become fuch obje^ 
of his goodncfs, dxat it cannot be duly wk 
right^lly expe&ed that it fhould w^ so 
cording to its pure and proper benign fona, 
dealing gcsitly and kindly with all the ten* 
demefs 3iat may be with the party* it afls 
upon; but it.muft ftep forth infomeof 
thofe moce fierce and grim forms, (I fpcak 
after the manner o£men)fuchas VMf^0r# 
mSijuflice. And I will now put a cafe vo> 
ry aceommedately to our own faculties* 
Suj^pofe feme virtuons and beauiiiiiii tii^ 
gitt, royally defcended and prnscely at» 
Mred, who, vf ntwing too £ur into the f<^ 

liuty 
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.Iitaiy fields or woods, fhould be light up- 
on By fome rude wretch, who, firft having 
fatisfied his luilful de£res upon her by a 
beafUy rape, fhould afterwards niofl bar- 
barouuy and defpightfully ufe her, haling 
her up'and down by the hair of the head» 
foUing.her facred body by dragging her 
thro* miry ditches and dirty plalhes of wa- 
ter, and tearing her tender flcin upon bri- 
ars and brambles:, whiles in the mean time 
fome knight-errant or man of honour and 
virtue (but of as much benignity of fpirit 
as God can communicate to human nature 
without hypoflatical union) is pafling by 
that way, and dif<:emeth with his aflonifh- 
cd eyes this abhorred fpcftacle : I now ap- 
peal to your own fenfe and rcafon, Hylo- 
wares, whether it be enough for thajt heros 
to refcue this diftrefled virgin from the a* 
hominable injury of this villain, and to fe- 
cure her from any farther harm ; or whe- 
ther there ought not to be added alfo fome ^ 
cxqiBiiite torture and jQiameful puniihment 
worthy fo haindus a faft, and proportio- 
Jjable to the juft indignation any noble fpi- 
^t would conceive againft fo villainous a 
crime, tho' neither the wronged perfon nor 
putiiflied party were at all bettered by it. 
Hyl For my part, Philotheus, I fhould 
"^ in fo high a rage againft the villain, if 

Z I. were 
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I were on the fpot, that I fhould fcarce 
have the difcretion how to deliberate to 
punifh him fo exquifitely as he defenrcd ; 
but in my prefent futy mould hew him a- 
pieces as fmall as herbs to the pot. I ihould 
cut him all intd mammocks, rhilotheus. 

Phihth. Whfefefote,*Hylobares,you can- 
ncitbut confefs that^Wifi^ itfelf in feme 
cif cumftances may Very juftly and becom- 
ingly be fhafpened into reyenge : which 
muft be ftill the lefs incongruous, in that 
the reyenge is in the behalf of injured 
goodnefsy tho* Ihe get nothing thereby but 
that Ihe is revenged. 

Buift. To this cafe that notion of /»• 
nijhment appertains which the Greeks call 

riyLQoloLj as Gellius t obfcrves; which no- 
thing concerns the reformation or amenli- 
ment of the puniihed, but only the honour 
of the injured or oiFcndcd. 

jPhUotb. Right Euiflor. But in the mean 
time it is manifeft from hence, as I was 
making inference to Hylobares, that the 
Divme Goodnefs may ftep forth into aff 
ger and revenge, and yet the principle of 
fuch actions may be the very Goodnefs it- 
fclf. Which therefore we contend is ffill 
(notwithftanding that evil which may fccm 
to be in the world) the meafurc of all 

God's 

I Nod. Att. 1. d. c. 14* 
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God's works of providence, even when 
finisfuniJhed^'withJin^^xvSi men arc fuffer- 
eji. to d.cgcni^Tatp into Baboons and beads. 

Hyh I grant to yon, Philothcus, that a 
vm may behave bimfclf fo, as that all that 
you affirm may be true, and that even the 
higheft feyerity may have no other foun- 
tgin tbaii goodnefs. But where goodnefs is 
onuiipotent, as it is in God, now can it 
cpnfifttbisrewithnQtto prevent alloccafions 
pffevcrity an4 revenge, by keeping his 
creature within the bounds of his own laws, 
. and by comtnunicating. to all men and an- 
gels, wch an irreiiftible meafure of grace, 
tbt they cpuld never have poifibly been 
dilbbedient to him ? 

fbiloth. To this, Hylobares, I anfwcr. 
That God having made a free creature, 
^and it is impoflibk to prove he did amifs 
ifl making it) Omriipotency itfelf (if I may 
ijjcak it with reverence; is not able to 
£ccp oflf certain unavoidable refpedls or 
congruities it be.ars to the divine attributes: 
As it is a thing utterly unimaginable that 
even the eternal Intellect of God jQiould 
be able to produce a finite number that did 
8ot bear a certain proportion to fome other 
finite number firft given. This free crea- 
ture therefore now made, neceflfarily faces 
the fcvcral attributes of God with fundry 

Z 2 refpefts* 
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refpefts. And this native freedom in it 
challenges of his Wifdom, that flie fhcw 
her beft Ikill in dealing with a creature 
that is free with as little violence done to 
its nature as m^ be. Which we fee the 
Wifdom of God has pra6lifed upon mat- 
ter, as I noted a while ago. And yet the 
defacement of rightly-organized matter is 
as real an entrenchment upon or oppollti- 
on of what is intelleftual or divine,- (I 
meati the divine Ideals themfelvesj.as 
vice or immorality. As the divine Wif 
dom therefore forc6s not the terreftrial mat- 
ttr beyond the bounds of its own natural 
capacity, to fend all animals bodies from 
difeafes and death ; no more fhould. the 
divine Goodnefs univerfally in all free 
creatures irrejiftihly prevent the ufe*of their 
own nature. Aiid therefcure being free, the^ 
ought, according to the congruity of their 
condition, be put to the trial what they 
wall do. And if the mifcarriage be upon 
very ftrong temptations that did even al- 
moft overpower the ftrength of the free 
creature, this ftate of the cafe is a meetob- 
jeft of the Mercy of God. But if it have 
ftrength enough, and has been often and 
carncftly invited to keep clo^c to aiid to 
purfue after thofe things that are beft, and 
yet perpetually flights them and fliuffles 

them 
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them oify the party thus ofiending is a 
congruous objeft of the ^vat flight and 
fcQrn ; and it is but juft that fuch an one be 
left to follow his own fw^idge, and to find 
fuch a fate as attends , fuch wild courfes. 
For it feems akindofdifparagement, to 
pin virtue and divine grace upon the fleeves 
of them that are unwilling to receive it. It 
would be as unfeemly as the forcing of a 
rich, beautiful and virtuous bride upon 
fome poor flouching clown, whether he 
would or no. 

Hyh But God may make them willing. 

Fhiloth. That is, Hylobares, you may 
give the clown . a phittrum or loye-potion. 
But is not this ftill a great difparagement to 
the Bride ? Wherefore for the general it 
is fit, that God fhould deal with free crea- 
tures according to the freedom of their na- 
ture : but yet, rather than all fliould go to 
ruin, I do not fee any incongruity but that 
God may as it were lay violent hands up- 
on fome, and pull them out of the fire, and 
make them potent, tho' not Trrefiftible, ift- 
ftruments of pulling others out alfo. This 
is that eleftion of God for whom it was 
inipoflSblc to fall, as it is alfo morally im- 
p(^ble for. others that have arrived to a 
due pitch of the divine life. But for thofe 
that ftill voluntarily pcrfift to run on in -a 

Z 3 rebel- 
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rebellbtts Wtty-^gainft^God and the U^ 
f bflt U fet before them, and at laft grow 
Co crafted in thek neickednefs, that tbej 
turn profefled 'enemies of God and gooof 
nefs, feoff at Divine Providence, riot and 
lord it in the world, with the contempt of 
ireligion and the abufe and perfecutimi of 
them that profefs it ; that out of the flub- 
bom blindnefs of their own heaits, being 
given up to covetoufhefs, pride and feofo- 
ality, vex a«d aSHSiihc c^cientiouswith - 
abominable tyranny and cruelty ; I think 
it is plain that thete are a very fuitable ob- 
ject for divme fury and yengeance^ that 
iharp and fever e modification of the diym 
goodnefi^ to aA uf on. 

Hyl. Truly this is very hatrdfom. Phi- 
lotheus, and pertinent, ii not cogent. 

XXIL The ihiid and lail, ftaax tiae qudtionabkoefi 
whether in compute of the whole there does sot as 
mueh good redound to the utuTeriie by God's peimif' 
£on onbiy as there would by his forcibly keeping il out 

Pbiloth. But kftly, Hylobarcs, tho? we 
fliould admit that the whole defign of & 
vine Providence is nothing eUe but the 
mere disburthening of hia over-flowing 
goodnefs upon the whole creaticm, ani 
that he does not fiand upon the terms d 
juftice and* congruity, or any fuch pun6& 
lio's, (as. fome may be ready here to cafl 
them) but makes his fure goodnefs the 

mcafure 



stfftfure of his dealing with both men and 
angels; yet I fay that it does not at all con- 
tradi^ly but tMt God may permit £n in 
the world, he having the privilege of 
bringing light out of darknefs, and the na- 
ture of things being fuch, that the leflen* 
bgof happinefs in one is the advancement 
af it in another : as it is in the motion of bo* 
dies, what agitation one lofes, is transfer* 
red upon another; or like the beams of the 
fiia, that retunded from this body are re- 
ceived by another, and nothing is loft. So 
that in grofs the goodnefs of God may be 
as fully derived upon the creation, tho' 
sot fo equally diftributed to particular creib 
tnres^upon ms permitting mi in the world^ 
as if he did forcibly, and againft the na- 
ture of free creatures, perpetually keep it 
wt. This is that therefore that I would 
lay, that the vices of the wicked intend 
and exercife the virtues of the juft. 

What would become of that noble indi^ 
ssiiioQ of nind that holy men conceive a- 
gsinft wicked and bkf^hemous people, if 
there were neither wickednefs nor blal^ 
phemy ki the world ? What would become 
of tho(e enravijObang virtues of humility, 
meeknefi, patience and forbearance, if 
there were no injuries igaiongft men P What 
had the godly whereupon to en^loy their 

wit 
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wit and abilities, if they had no enemies 
to grapple with ? How would their faith 
be tried, if all things here below had been 
carried on in peace and righteoufpefs and 
in the fear of God ? How would their 
charity and fedulity be difcovcred in en- 
deavouring to gain men to the true know- 
ledge of God, if they were always found 
fo to their hands ? Terreftrial goodncfs 
would even grow fluggifh and lethargical^ 
if it were not fliarpened aad quickened by 
the antiperijiafts of the general malignity 
of the world. 

There are no generous fpirits but would 
even defire to encounter with dangers and 
difficulties, to teftify their love to the par- 
ties they are much endeared to; and it is 
an exceeding great acceffion to their en- 
joyments, that they have fofiered fo much 
for them. But if the world were not ge- 
nerally wicked for a time, no foul of man 
could meet with any fuch adventure, and 
the hiftory c^ages would be but a flat flo- 
ry. Day itfelrupon this earth would be 
tirefome, if it were always day, and we 
fiiould lofe thofe chearful falutes of the e- 
merging light, the cool breathings and the 
pleafing afpe61:s of the rolie mornmg. The 
joys and folemnities of vi<5lories and tri- 
umphs could nevei bci if tbere were no 

enemies 
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enemies to conflifl: with, to conquer and 
triumph over. And the ftupendious under- 
takings of the Saviour of mankind, and 
the admirable windings of Providence in 
her dramatick plot which has been a£ling 
on this flagc of the earth from the begui- 
ning of the world, had been all of them 
flopped and prevented, if the fouls of men 
had not been lapfed into fin. And the fwee* 
tcft and moft enraviihing mu/ical touches 
upon the melancholized paffions (fo far as' 
I know) of both men and angels had ne- 
ver founded in tl^e confort of the uhiverfe, 
if the orders of free agents had never play- 
ed out of tunc. 

N<5lhing therefore of the Divine good- 
ncfs.feems to be loft, whenas the* very cor- 
ruption of it, as in a grain^of com caft in- 
to the ground, makes for its cncreafe ; and 
what of it i§ rejefted by fome, is by the 
Wifdom of God fo unavoidably conveyed 
upon others. But that it is beft. that all 
Ihould partake alike of the overflowings 
of God, win, I think , be no lefs difficult 
to prove, than that all fubordination ofe- 
flates and conditions in the world fhould 
be taken away, and that God fhould not 
have created any of the more vile and con- 
temptible kind of creatures, fuch as he 
worm, the flic, the frog, and the moufe. 

Where- 
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Wherefore it being fo difputabk a ^om^ 
ix^hether it be not ia itfelf as good that 
there ihould be thofe that are rightly czV 
led evil and wicked in the worid, ais thai; 
there fhould be fuch and fiiich viler or 
more mifchievous creatures on the ftce eC 
the earth, it is an vmeKcufAble piece o^ 
raihne& to conclude^ that the permiffiov 
of fin is any fuch ang^oaen^t agadnft the 
goodncfs of that Providence that gmidctt 
l^l things. For why llplo^ld Q^ g^ner^ 
force or certaiply ^ct^mh^ the. hcvimi 
of nii^n that at^e; naturally &efiy ^jd fo pi^^ 
petually keqp th^m. off teom a^iicg: of ftv 
whenas fin itfelf is fo pompoqfly kd ^p-^ 
thre by the powf t of righfteoufnefs, mi by 
the admidibie Wifdom of God ferves foe 
the equal advancementi of his intendei 
Goodnefs ? 

HyL Your rcafon, or your aeateus da* 
quence, or both of them jointly,, ftrike fo 
flrongly upon my mind, QPhilotheus^ that 
I am^ whether I will or no, conftrainol 
to look upon it as a defperate doubt or di^ 
ficulty, and fuch as I i^verhope to^berc- 
folved of, Whether, confickring the com- 
prehenfion of all,. God^s permiflioa of fc» 
be more becoming his Goodnefs,. or his 
perpetual forcible hindering thereof. Aad 

therefore thfr Goodncfs ^ of divine Pro^ 

videncc 
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vldence being €0 confpicuous in other 
tfabgSy I tlunk I ought not to call it into 
que£on from matters that be fo obfcure, 
krt to furmize die beft. 

Sopbr. Esccellently well infcrr'd, Hy* 
lobaKS. 

Myl. But there are yet two fcruples be- 
hind touching the circumftances of this 
permiflion that fomething gaul my mind, 
which if Philothejis pleafe to free me of, I 
ihall fleep the quieter this night. 

Pbihtb. What arc thofe fcruples, Hy- 
lobares ? 

XXIII. Howconfiileiititisi^ith the gobdnels of PxotI- 
dence, that God does not fuddci^y make men holy fo 
foon as they have'ap hearty mind to it. 

HyL The one is. Why, tho* it may not 
prove worth the while for divine Omnipo* 
tcncy to prevent all fin in the world by ab« 
folutely determining the human faculties 
to the bed objeiSls, that yet, when thcfe 
faculties of men are determined to the bed 
ol]jei£ts, there Jhould not appear a more 
palpable afliftance of the Deity to make 
the ways of religion and godlinefs more 
eaiie and paiTable to poor toiling mortals, 
who are fo pitifully tired and wemried out 
b their pious profecutions, that they often 
forfeit not mily the health of their bodies^ 
but even the focmdnefs of their minds, and 
are given oxer either to miferable moped- 

nefs 



«3f« Oft^ ; Providence of Qp^. 

ncffs or diftraftibn. The other in brief if, 
the external ad vcrfity of the juft, and pro- 
fperity of the wicked. For in this Cfod 
does not feem to ailift the convdted wiJii i 
^f men fo favxmrably as he m jqt^ 
, Philotb. That it is an hard thing JEbf;;ij| i 
mortals, whofc abode is in houftspf '*' ""^ 
to arrive to any due pitch of purity 
goodnefs, experience does fo frequen 
wltnefs, that it cannot be denied. 1 
that this IS tio real blemiih to , the beidgi^ 
ty of Providence, if a man look morena^.- 
1:0 wly into the nature of the things 1^^ 
may eafily fatisfy himfclf from mianifi^ 
reafons. For, firft, if we had any mode- 
fly in us, we may very^ell fufpe6l that 
.the pain and torture we undergo in the 
procefs of our regeneration, is but a juft 
puniihment of our former fins, in whii^ \ 
they that flay tHe longeft come out wkk 
the greateft forrow and difficulty. 2. Be- 
fides. In other things we hold it not inite 
corous, that matters of greateft price fhould 
be purchafed with anfwerable pains. For 
what has God given us fevetal facultilij 
for, but to employ them to the ImpixWr 
ment. of our own good ? 3. Again, JBy 
this means of God's a6lihg according to 
our nature, not by his abfblute power in 
fome njighty and over-bearing miraculou? 

way, 
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wajy the acquifition of the holy life be- 
comes a myftenr, and men to the great 
gratification of one another record the 
method, and, as I may fo fay, the artifi- 
cial procefs thereof. A thing of greater 
moment than the finding out the mod fo- 
: ^eign elixir or the philofopher's ftone. 
4. The tirefommefs of the fight makes 
^ vi^ory more pleafant and (anfible, and 
the ccmtinuance of the quarrel fixes more 
deeply upon our fpirits an antipathy againft 
fin; and the hatdnefs we find in winding; 
omfelves out jof the bondage of vricked- 
nefs, will more flrongly eflabllih us in the 
kingdom of virtue. 5. It is a meet trial 
of our faith and fincerity, and entire af« 
fe6Uon to God. For when we perceive 
ourfelves hold on notwithftanding all thefe 
combats and incumbrances, we are aflured 
in ourfelves that we are in good earaefl, 
and that we ihaU at laft obtain, if we faint 
not 6. And that therefore we ought ra< 
ther to examine our own fincerity, than 
accufc Providence. For if our loVe to 
goodnefs be fincere, and not lazy and fan- 
taftical, it will hold out with patience; 
which virtue is exercifed and incrcafcd . 
by thefe prcfent trials. 7. We are al(a 
to examine our faitlT and opinion concern- 
mg God's will and power, whether we 

A a think 



Witik hita as well \yiirmg ^s'alSlc to-'fed^^ 

all tlrofc that fiticerely feeic-aftct Kttf; 

•%hich i* tficntidlly trofigttioiis tdtfceDtj 

Tine rnature and goodAeis ; and whctMr 

we believe that* through his Jrbwer *fe 

imay be enabled to get the conqu^ft ovttj 

•all the enormities ofthfe afiit^s^l Jif^ AttlJ 

if we think God is not fo good to fci^ crdb-j 

ture, let us confider whether. we coold j 

ferve the croature fo, if w6 were in Gocfi ! 

•ftead. If we could, it is 'the Witkctfft^j 

of our own nature that has thus ififftilfelJ 

"the notion of God in tis, ahd fo tnir tj^l 

"evil fpirit is our fury and devil thaft at'Kft'l 

may chance to driv6 us into fet^dW^* • ti 

we 'could not ^eal thus ouifelvts, ho'^r 

foolilh a thing is it i^ot^ preleti'tty to cdl- 

left, that we cannot be more betiign thai 

'<jfod,'atid that therefore- the faXiIt is Hi. 

'Ourfeltes that w6 are no betfct"? Moteb- 

"ver'rt'e ire to confider, that clearrtefs ttA 

'ferenity of mind is ndt to be had '^ithWt 

the forfaking all manner of 'f?ft; and^tbatif 1 

We hope otherwife, it 'is an indfcawnirf J 

'our own hypocrify, that w'e wouHhdlcli > 

leiigue with both light a^'dirrknefe at 

once. And therefoi'e we fee as 'totiditeg 

religious diftraftion, 'th^t we outfclv^ 

may be the caufes of it, arid that it islnA 

'thc.juft tefult of our own rufinctrtty. 8irt 

for 
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for dowtivtight madnefs proceeding from 
m^lznchoiyj it is a Qatural difeafe, and re- 
fpc^ls the phyfician rather than either the 
jjiilofopber or divine. 8. and laftly, The. 
great dcfertions, dark privations, delpe- 
' rate temptations^ enfeeolements of mmd 
and body, or whatever other inconvcnl- 
encesy as th^ feem to be, occur in this 
procefs towards the due pitch of regene- 
ration and newnefs of life, they very ef- 
kO^^^y and paturally make for that mofl 
precious and trueft piece of pietv, I mcaa 
hwi^ity 5 wh?r^by the foul is l!o affeiled, 
that (he very ; feelbgly and fcnfibly ac-. 
kq^owkdge^ that all trip cood ibe does or 
knows is wholly from' God her Maker, 
^d that ihie is nothing of herfelf Where- 
^re ihc is juft to God, in attributing all to 
him ; and mild and meek-hearted towards 
i^£, 0ven to thofe that are yet out of ttie 
Vay, b^ing confcious to herfelf, that the 
ordering of her ways is not from herfelf, 
but that God is her ftrcngth and the light 
Qf her paths. Wherefore there being fuch 
genuine advantages in this flow procefs of 
them, thi^t move towards what is truly 
good, aJid that congruity to our faculties. 
)Qd to the jlature of the things we feek af 
ter, it feems to me as unreafonable that 
God Ihp^ld tife his abfolute omnipotency 

A a 2 ' in 
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in making men good in a moment, fo foon 
as they have a mind to be fo, as to expcft 
he fliould make the flowers fuddcnly ftart 
out of the earth in winter, or load the trees 
with autumnal fruit in fpring. • 

XXIV. The parable ofthc Eremite and the Ang^. 

- Eut/t. There's nothing can Hand againft 
the power of Philotbeus his reafonings, 
This firft was by far the more difficult 
probleme of the two, and how eafily has 
he folved it ? The other, which is the . 
more ordinary, never feemed to me to 
have the leaft force in it, fiiice I met with 
the ftory of the Eremite and the ^4ngel 

Pbilop* I pray you what ftory is that, 
Euiftorr 

Euift. I hope, Philopolis, you would 
not have me to interrupt Philothcus, by 
ic^iting of it. 

Philoth. By all means let's hear it, Eu* 
iftor. I ihall not proceed quietly till you 
have told it. It will at leaft give me fome 
refpite, who have fpoken fo much already, 
and it is likely may fave me the labour of 
proceeding any farther on that fubjeft. 

Euijl. I will not tell it, O Philotheus, 
but upon condition that you will after- 
wards proceed as copioufly as if I hadfaid 
nothing. 

Pbikp. I will undertake ' he ihall, Eui 
ftor. Euift. 
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Of the Providence of Gosu 9^ 
Emjly The (lory then in brief is tJiR. 
That a certain Eremite having conceived 
great jealou£es touching the due admini- 
flration of Divine Providence in external 
, occurreiu:e$ in the world, in this anxiety 
of mind was refolvcd to leave his cell, and 
travel abroad, to fee with his own eyes 
how things went abroad in the world. He 
had not~ gone half a day^s journey, but a 
young man overtook him and joynM com* 
pany with him, and in/inuated himfelf £> 
far into the Eremta^% afie^lion, that he. 
thought hunielf very happy in that he had' 
got fo agreeable a companion,. Wherefore 
refolving to- take their fortunes togethev 
they alwaysr lodged in the (ame Houfe*. 
Some few days travels had oVe^paft be- 
fere the Eremite took notice of any thing, 
remarkable. But at laft he obferved that 
his Fellow-traveller, with whom he had 
contra6lcd fb intimate a friendfhip,. in an> 
houfe where they were extraordinaiy well 
treated ftole. away a. gilt cup from the. 
Gentleman of the houfe,nua carried it 
away with him. The Eremite was very- 
much aftoniihed. with what be faw xiomt 
by fo fair and agreeable a perfon as he 
conceived him to be, but thought not yet 
'fit tofpcak tohim orfeem to take notice 
pfiu.. And. therefore they travel fairly oii: 

A a 3. toge- 
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together as aforetimes, till night forced 
them to fcek lodging. But they light up- 
on fuch an houfe as had a very unhofpi- 
table owner, who flitit them out into the 
outward court, and expofcd them all night 
to the injury of the open weather, which 
chanced then to be very raitty. /But the 
Eremite's fcllow-travelldr unexpeiledly 
compcnfatcd his hoft's ill entertainftieiit 
with no meaner a reward then the gilt cup 
he had carried away ftom the former 
place, thru{Kng it in at the window when , 
they depaited. This thtEreittite though I 
was very pretty, and that it was t\Gt cb- | 
vetoufncfs, but humotir, that cuide him 
mke it away from its firft owner. The 
next night, where they lodged, they were 
treated agam with a deaf of kindiids and 
civility : but thti Eremite obferved with 
horrour that his fellow-traveller for an 
lit requital ftranglcd privately a young 
child of their fo courteous hoft in the 
cradle. This perplext the mind of the 
poor Eremite very much ; but in fadnefs- 
and patience forbearing to fpeak, he tra- 
velled another day's journey with the 
young man, and at evening took up m a 
place where they were more made of than 
any-where hitheito. And becaufe the way 
they were to travel the next morning wa* 

- . not 
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ftotfo eaiie to find, the mafter of the houfo 
commanded one of the fervants to go part 
of the way to dit^eA them; whom, while 
diey were paffing over a ftone*brtdge, the 
Eremite^s fellow-traveller caught fuddenly 
betwixt the legs and pitched faim head- 
long from off the bridge into the river^and 
drowned him. Here the Eremite could 
have no longer patience^ but fiew bitterly 
Qpon his feilow-traveller for thefe barba* 
rous anions, and renounced all friendfliip 
with him, and would travel with him no 
knger nor keep him company. Whereup- 
on the yeung man fmiling at the honeft 
zeal of the £remite, and puttbg off his 
mortal difguife, appeared as he was, in 
the form and luftre of an angel of Gk)d,and 
told him that he was fent to eafe his nmd 
(^the gr^^t anxiety- it was incumbered 
*ith touching the divine Fhr^idence. In 
which, faid he, nothing can occur more 
perplexmg and paradoxical than what you 
have been offended at. fiace we two tra* 
•Veiled together. But yet I will dem<Hi* 
ftraie to you, fatd Ive, that all that I have 
done is very juft and right. For as for 
that fitft man from whom I took the gild- 
ed cup, it was a real compenfation indeed- 
of his hofpitaltry ; that cup being fo for- 
cible aa occaficm of the. good man^ dif^ 

temper- 
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tempeiiiig liimfclf» and of hazarding lili 
healtk and life, which would be a great 
lofi^to his poor neighbours, he beinff of 
fo good ana charitable a nature. But I put 
i^ bto the window of that harfli and unno^ 
pitable man that ufed us fo ill, not as a 
boot^ to him, but as a plague and (courge 
to hrni, and for an eafe to his oppreiTed 
neighbours, that he may fall into intern- 

ferance,. difeafes, and death itfelf. For 
knew veiy well that there was that \st 
chantment in this cup,, that they that had 
it would be thus bewitched whh it. And 
as for that civil perfon whofe child I ftrang* 
led in the cradle,^ it was in- great mercy to 
him, and no real birt to the child, whe is. 
now with<7od. But if that Child had Uved,. 
whereas this Gentleman hitherto had been, 
pioufl^, charitably and devoutly .^iveo^ 
his mind,. I faw, would have unavoidably 
funk intothe love of die world, out of love 
to his child, he having had none before,, 
and doting fo hugely on it ; and therefoi^ 
I took away this momentary life from the 
body of the child,, that the loul of the Fa- 
dier might live lor ever. And for thii 
lad fa&, which you fo much abhor:, it was 
the moft faithful piece of gratitude I could 
do to <me that had ufed us fo humanly and. 
kindly as that gentleman did« For this, 
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mao^ who by the appointment of his tna* 
fier was £b omckois to us as to fhew us the 
ttraj^ mtended this very night enfuing to 
let tn a company of rogues into his nuh 
fier^s houfe, to rob him of all' that he had^ 
if not to murther him and his family. And 
having iaid thus, he vaniihed. But the 
poor Eremite, .tranfportied with joy and a* 
mazement, lift up his hands and eyes to 
heaven, and gave gloty to God, wno had 
dius unexpectedly delivered him from any 
farther anxiety touching the ways of his 
Providence ; and thus returned with chear- 
fulnefs to his forfaken cell, ^ and fpent the 
refidue of his days there in piety and peace* 

Vhilatb. It is an excellent good ftory in- 
deed, Euiftor, and fo much to the pur* 
pofe, that it is plainly fuperfiuous to add 
any more words touching this theme. 

Pbihp^ But I believe, Philotheus, that 
neither jEmftor nor Hylobarcs will be (b 
iatisfied. 

Euifi. Tot my part, I challenge fh^ 
performance of your promife, O Philfipo* 
Hs, that the condition upon which I told 
the ftory may be made good to me, name* 
ly, That Pnilotheus be never the briefer 
in His Iatisfa6lion to Hylobares for my un« 
feafonablc interpellation by this parabolical 
ftory. 
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• Hyl. Afid I am of thatchildifk himiAur^ 
thtt I do not reliih airy drinkfo 'wdlas thai 
outof myowniifualfucking-boitie; wbcW'- 
fere I expeft farther refrefhinent, Mb. 
thcus, from your morencrvous eloquence. 

Piiloj[>. My credit alfo, Philotheus, is at 
the ftake, if you do not uttor your feud' 
mehts upon this fubjeft. 

Pbilath. But in the mean* while,. Phil<> 
polls, it does me good to obfertc what 
fincfenfe Hylobares {peaks m fa ammeei: 
a demand, as lijlrong meat were for baheu 

HyL But ftrong drink may be for them> 
for Ibmc give fuch- to children as fooa la 
they Ijebofa i. 

PMop. Nay, he is even with you there, 
Philotheus J you had better bayc fallen di* 
toftly upon the matter without thefc de* 
. lays.. 

Phihth, Well then, Philopolis,.! wiflia 
fo, becaulb you urge me fo: m-uch uaib it^ 
tho* in my own judgment I thinklficofe 
lefs. The ^diiHculty propounded always 
feemed to me on« of the x^afieft to be fot 
ved, tho* the moft otdinarily ^x^mplainci 
of, I meati, ihe impumf andfroffprity (f 
the ntdcked, and the c0iBim andmdyerfi^ 
ef the good. " " ;"• •- '^ :• ; : 

XXV. That thc«dircr%oftf»gi>9(l^ ajidthe proTpmt 
ty and immunity of the wicked iirthis life, arc no argtt^ 
meats againft the accuracy of Providence, 

•> . • For 



Of the FroTideaoe rfXio^i i6^ 

'- fbrfiiA,Wfa«tisdledgcdcoiiireiiamgfte! 
WfUfdtyvftbe wifkediz hoi: only- fiiUe^init 
im^ffibie. For hdw can tbe wicked cfctpe 
fumjhnemt^ when wtckednefs itfelf is one 
of the greateft penalties ? or how cm they 
be faid to be ff^fferwSy who haveixyihing 
ibcceedkg according to thelrown fcqpe and 
meaning ? For every inan meatis wetl^ at 
Socrates wifely determines { but it is the 
^eti^etualunhappinefs'oftfae wicked that 
he does that which ia ill. So great is hk 
igiftorance and impotency, that he cannot 
reach ^^e mavk 'he ainirs at ; but wifhing 
^he belt to himf^lf, as all ^het men 4a^ 
^t notwithftanding he really profecmes 
thait which h worft. And therefore with 
the wife he Can be nb obje^ of envy, but 
^ pity. And it is an unmeet thing that 
any itM^iCt Cbflccitifeg Drylne Pr^vi- 
ddnefe !fliduld. be tani^d by the Votes of 
fodld.' ^Vhen a druttken man breaks gkfs- 
windbw^^ ravifbes wdihefi, ftabs men in 
-the ftreets, and does m^ny fuch viUainicfe 
us thefe, I appeal to you, Hyldbares,wh«: 
][)riviteg€ oir ^pFofperity ife there 4n thisi 
'\tho^ he wei^ not to be puniflied t)y th* 
magiftrate) having dofte that which iudedl 
hfe had no true mind to do, bat did hearti- 
ly deteft and abhor when he was ^er ? 
This is the true (lite of all wicked men 

what- 
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whatfoever; let their power be never fb 
high, they aA like drunkards or men ita 
a dream, fucfa things as they will be a 
fliamed of fo foon as they are fober or t 
wakened. 

&^lr. This is the very philofophy ef 
the Apoftlc, O Philotheus, f What fruit 
have ye then oftbofe things whereof ye are 
mw afiamed? 

Philoth. Now as it is evident, Hyloba* 
res, that they are puniihed in ^e forfei* 
ture of that high happinefs that confifts in 
the peace and joy of a purify'd mind^ 
wherein, refides the true knowledge of 
God, and a living fenfe of the comelinrfs 
and pulchritude of grace and virtue ; le 
likewife there is an infli6iien of intetn^ 
pain to their very fenfes. For wha( torture 
can there be greater than that rackof jprid^ 
thofe fcorpion-llripes of envy, thofe mfad- 
able fcorching flames and torches of iiiries^ 
untamed luft ? what than llrangUng cares, 
thanihe fevere fentences; of their own 
pri^udging fears ? what dungeon more 
noifome, horrid or difmal, than their (uf- 
p](:ious ignorlEince, and opprefling loads of 
lurprifing grief and melancholy ? 

Again, it is &rtfaer manifefl that the 
urjbsked are plagued even in this life ; for 
Uiey are a mutual plague and fcourge one 

t Bsom. 6, I. ^ 
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to another, and take the office of execute 
oners and hangmen by turns. For all the 
Dolfe of injury and bjuftice in the world is 
ordinarily nothing clfe but a complaint 
that wicked men abufe one another. Where- 
fore why fliould it be expefted that Divine 
Providence fliould forthwith take venge- 
ance of the executioners of his own Jul- 
tice ? 

But for thofe few righteous that are in 
the world, they are bettered by thofe 
things that feem to the idiot and unfldlful 
the only evils that mortals can fall into. 
But the infelicity of the godly is common- 
ly this, that they will fcramble with the 
men of this world for fuch things as are 
the moft proper happinefs of thofe that are 
\x4cked. For they fighting with them thus 
as with cocks on their own dunghiU,'it is. 
no marvel they come by the worft ; for this- 
is tieir iour and the power ofdarknefs. 

Thirdly, It is manifcft that the pjeacc 
and impunity of the wicked is very f|pricc« 
able for the exercifing of the virtues of the 
righteous, whereby they may difccm their 
own fincefity or hypocrifie, and difcovcr 
whether it be the pure love of piety tftfet 
puts them in fuch a garb, or the defire of 
the praifeand countenance of men ; whe- 
ther the profeflion of their faith in God 

Bb and 
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and of future bappinefs be fbmtal, or real. 
For if it l>e real; what will they hot be a- 
ble to undergo ? and what an high cordial 
muft it be unto them, to have an unfeigned 

' fenfe and belief of that great compcnlation 
they arc to receive in the world to come? 
Not to mention what a great fatxsfaftion 
the confcioufnefs rfconftant fincerity is to 
the foul of a man even in this lifealfo. 
Wherefore the ilrokes of the confufion and 
unrighteous diforder in the world do in a 
manner mifs the righteous, and hit heavy 
only there where they ftiould do, upon the 
ungodly themfelves. ' But what reaches 
thoie th^t are deemed more juft, they are 
in all rcafon and modefty to look upon it 

' as cither a punilhment of fomc reliques of 
vices in them, or as an exercife of their 
virtues, that God may he glorified in 
them. Wherefore' if any thbg harfh hap- 
pen to a good man, he will forthwith ex- 
amine himfelf if his heart be clean ^ which 
if it be not, he, is to look upon it as a cha- 
ftifement; if it be, he will bear it and em- 
brace it as a trial from God, and as an oc- 
cafion whereby he may glorifie the power 
of God in him. But if he do not thus, it 
is a fign hi-s heart is not clean, and there- 
fore why fliould he grumble that he is pu- 

niflied ? 

Fourthly, 
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i^otuthly, That tyranny, murthcr, per- 
jury, blafphemy and exorbitant luft has 
been notOTioufly and examplarily punlfhcd 
by a kind of Divine vengeance, and a- 
bove all the expectation of men, even in 
this life, in feveral perfons, b fo noted in 
hidory, that I need name no inftances. But 
to purfue every monftroiitic of wickednefs 
with pr^fentpuniihment here in this world, 
were not to make men goodjbut to hinder 
the wicked .from mifchieving and fcourg- 
ing one another, and from exercifing the 
virtues of the righteous. 

Fifthly, In that wickednefs is not fo 
confiantly and adequately puniihed in this 
life^ there is alfo this convenience in it. 
That it is a (hrewd argument to any indif- 
ferent perfon that underftands the Nature 
and Attributes of God, that there is a re- 
Ward to come hereafter in the other life. 

To all whicfr I add in the laft place, 
that the affairs of tlus wodd are like a cu« 
rious, but intricately contrived, comedy, 
and that we cannot judge of the tendency 
of what Is pad or afting at prefcnt before 
the' enurance of the laft a6l, which ihall 
bring in righteoufnefs in triumph ; who 
the'- ihe has abided many a brunt, and has 
been very cruelly and defpightfuUy ufcd 
hitherto in the world, yet at laft, according 

to 
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to our defires, we ihall fee the knight o 
vercome the giant. And then I appeal to 
you, Hylobares, whether all things have 
not been carried on according to the natu- 
ral relifli of your own faculties. For what 
is the reafon we are fo much pleafed with 
the reading romances and the fi6lions of 
Poets, but that here, as Ariftotle fays, 
things arc fet down as they fliould be, but 
in the true hiftory hitherto of the world 
things are recorded indeed as they are, 
but It is but A teftimony that they have not 
been as they fhould be ? wherefore in the 
up(hot of all,if weihallfee that come topafs 
that fo mightily pleafes us in the reading 
the moft ingenuous plays and heroick po- 
ems, that long afflii^ed virtue at laft comes 
to the crown, the mouth of all unbelievers 
muft be for ever flopped. And for my own 
part, I doubt not but that It will fo come 
to pafs in the laft clofe of the world. But 
'f impatiently to call for vengeance upon c- 
very enormity before that time, is rudely 
to overturn the ftage before the entrance 
into the fifth a^, out of ignorance of the 
plot of the comedy, and to prevent thefo- 
lemnity of the general judgnfent by morp 
petty and particular executions. Thefc 
are briefly the fix heads, Hylobares, which 
I might have infilled upon to clear Provi- 
dence 
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dc»ce from this laft allegation^ had there 
been any great difficulty in the matter. ^ 

Hyh What you have already intimated, 
Philotheus, from thefe £x heads, and £u* 
iftor fuggefted by that handfom parable, 
has^ I muft confefs, fo fully fatisfy'd me 
in this laft point, that it makes the difficul- 
ty Ipok as jf it had been none at all. 

PUhp. In this laft point, Hylohares ? 
that's but one point. iBut I pray you in- 
genuoufly declare how much at eafe you 
find yourfelf touching the other difficul- 
ties you propounded. 

iTfl. Very much, I'll aflure you, Philo* 
polls, touchmg all of them for the;prefcnr. 
But what dark clouds may again overcaft 
my inind by our next meeting, I cannot 
divine afore-hand. But you fliall be fure 
to hear of it, if any thing occur that dif- 
fettles me. In the mean time I am fure I 
find myfelf in a very gay -amd chearful 
condition. 

Pbilof. We may then very feafonably 
isidjoum this meeting, O Cuphophron, to 
fix a clock to morrow in the afternoon. 

XXVt. A ciYily but merry-conceited, bout of drinking an 
Cujhophoron's arbour. , 

Cupb. I fliall then bejigain very happy, 
Philopolis, in my enjoyment of fo ex* 
CcUent company. In tl|e mean time, my 

B b 3 fervice. 
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fcrvicc to you in this glafs of wine ; ffll X 
think neither- yon nor any one elfo ha* 
drunk fince they came hither, they have 
been fo intent .upon the difcourfe. 

Philop. It is utterly ncedlefs this fum- 
jnertime, O Cuphophron, 

Cuph.^ It i's very convenient to 4riok 
one glafs, to correo: the crudities of the 
noftumal air and vapours. This thet^ore, 
is truly to your good health, OPhiJoj^. 

Pit lop. Well, fince it muft be fp, I 
thank you kindly, Cuphophron* 

IJfyL Nay, Gentlemen, if you ftU a- 
drinking, I may well fall a wWftUng on 
my flagellet. • ' - 

- Cuph, What, do ydu mean to mak^ us 
all horfes, to whiftle us while we are a* 
dnnking ? 

HyL Nay, Cuphophron, I whittle that 
you may drink, and all little enough to 
make PhUotbeus, Bathynous and Sophiitt 
CO take off their glafles. ' 

Bath. I believe Hyiobares' whiftfing 
may have a more fymbolical meaning in it 
than we are aware of, and intimate to us 
that eating and drinking areafts common to 
us with the beads. 

Philop. .Be it fb^ Batbynou*, yet thicfe 
a<5ls are fomctimes neceflary for men alfo. 
Nor is it inconveijiiem to drink to my next 

neighbour 
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ftcigtitow PtUothcus, not only to fortify 
him ^gainft tho noi^urnAl vapours, but 
liijewUe to recruit his (pirits, which he 
may have oveMnuch expended in .hi$ long * 
ana learned diicourfes^ 

iPbikth. The ftcfli air, Philopclis^ moi(|- 
ncd with the Afoon^fliin^ asXuphophron 
not^9 is as e^e^lual to that purpofe^ if I 
had beisn at any fuch expence^ 

Pbilop^ 9m this glafs of wine will help 
to ZQXT^ thff crudity of that moiffure : 
wh^efore my fervice to you,. Philoth^us. 

Philoth\ I thank you heartily, Flulogck * 

lis, I will^edge ycm* . 

Philop* It is very gpod wine* 
Pliloth^ I fliall commend it the mocQ 

willingly to Baf hy nous^ g little to w^rm and 

chcar nis thoughtful melancholy. Batby? 

ijpiis, my feryice to you. 
l^atbi y^ur fervan; thaqjfs ypu^ philp* 

Pbilqtb. I perceive Plulopolis has $i vc* 
ry judicious taftc. 

Bath^ Xt iis ordinarily the pure effe^ of 
temperance to have (b. But yet my pa- 
\^\a\^ fomething^ more furd and jacent. 
However I will trie. I prpmife you it 
feeirts to me very good, Philotheus, and 
fuch 0;$ Qto himiidif would zat refufc a 
(up of: whicl} niakcf tx^ yrith the more 

afTurance 
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aflfurance drink to* my next neighbout, e* 
Ten to Sophrotty to cnear him after his coi^ 
ceived JTears atid afirights touching the fuc« 
cefs of this difputc concerning Prov;ife«f^. 

Sofhr. The good fuccefs, Bathynous, 
chears me more than all the wine in A- 
thena can do. And therefore not fo much 
to be cheared, as out of my prefent cheat* 
fulnefs, I wiU readily pledge ypu one 
cup. For fobiiety is not in drinking no 
wine at all, but iit drinking it modemtely. 

Batb. Well, my fervice to you thca, 
Sophron. 

£f0/^r. I thank you, Bathynous. 

Muift. But certainly, if my .memory fail 
me not, Cato, as grave as he was, would 
drink more cups of wine than one at a 
time. ^ ' 

Sc^hr. Nor do I think that moderate 
drinking confifts in one cup, but in drink- 
ing no more than is for the health of both 
foul and body. And one glafs will fcrvc 
me for that end at this time. ' 

Euift. Your definition is very fafe and 
iifcful, I think, O Sophron. 
• Sophr. And therefore, my fingular re- 
fpefts to you, Euiftor, in this fingle glafs 
of wine, 

Cupb. See the virtue of gO€)d Canaric, 
the mere fteam of thofe volatile atoms has 
- • fo 
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fo raifcd Sophron's fancy, diat it hasinade 
liini feem for to offer to quioble before the 
glafs has touched his lips. 

Sofbr. It is marvellous good wine in- 
deed. I warrant you, Euiftor, this will 
rub up your memory to the purpofe, if the 
recalling how many cups grave Cato would 
take off at a time, may warrant our drink- 
ing at any time more than is needful or 
convenient, I pray you tafte it. 

Etii/t. I thank you, Sophroh, I fliould 
willingly pledge you^tho'it were in worfe 
liquor. They have all of them had e^ch 
man his glafs but Hylobares, but have ex- 
cogitated fuch pretty pretences to accoft 
them they drank to, that I find I need to 
have my wit rubbM up as well as my mr- 
^^^y to hold on this mgenious humour. 

^ufb. Do not you obfeive, Euiftor,how 
ftudioully Hylobares has playM the piper 
all this time ? Take your cue from thence. 

£«5/?. Hylobares, not to interrupt you, 
^y humble fervice to you in a glafs of 
canarie, to wet youp whiftle. 

HyL L thank you kindly, Euiftqr ; but I 
P^^ofcfs I was fcarce aware what J did, or 
whether I whittled or no. 

3^XVli. The marvellous conjUnClure in Hylobares of an 
outward kvity and inward fobcmelsat once. 

' Pbtlof. Methinks thofe airs and that in- 

ftrumcm 
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ftrument, Hylobares^ feem too light for 
the feripus difcourfe we have had fo ma- 
ny hours together. - 

Byh But ril aflure youj Philopo1is,my 
thoughts were never more ferlous than 
while I was piping thefe eafy airs on my 
fiagellet« For they are fo familiar to me, 
that I had txo need to attend them, and 
my. mind indeed was wholly taken up 
with obje£l:s fuitable to our late theme. 
And even then when I was playing thefe 
light tunes, was I recovering, into my me^ 
mory, as well a& I could^ fome part of a 
philofophicK fong that once I had by rote, 
(both words and tune and all) whidi has 
no fmall affinity wkh the matters of this 
day^s difcourfe. 

Fhilop* \li is much, Hylobares, yoa 
flxould be able to attend to fuch contrary 
things, fo light and, foierious, at one and 
the lame time. 

HyU That's no more, Philopolis, than 
Emftor did in his (lory ofthe Angel and the 
Eremite. For I look upon the twiftingofa 
man's muftachio's to be as flight and tdvi- ^ 
al a thing as the playing on the flagcUet. 
And yet I believe he was at it at Icaft 
twenty times with his fore-finger and his 
thumb in his rehearling that excellent pa- 
rable, tho' his mind^ I &w, was fo takea 

up 



♦ , 



Of the Providence ofGor>: ±yg - 

up with the weightinefs of the fenfe, that 
his afpeA feemed as devout as that of the 
Eremite^ who was the chief fubje^ of 
thcftory. 

Eui/t. I pray you^Hylobares, take this 
glafs of wine for a reward of your abuiing 
your friend fo faandfomely to e:scufe^your« 
ielf, and fee if it be fo good for the rub* 
biug tp the memory as Sophron avouches 
iti For then I h(^e we fliali hear you 
% as attentively as you have regardlefly 
whiftled all this time. 

Hyi The wine is very good, Euiftor, 
if it be as good for the memory. But I be- 
lieve I had already recalled more of thofe 
verfes to mmd than what is convenient to 
repeat at this time. 

Pbilap. I prithee, Hylobares repeat but 
them you hive recalled to memory ; it 
will be both a farther ratification of this 
umhought-of experiment, and a luitable 
clofc of the whole day's difcourfe. 

Hyl Your deiiise is to me a command, 
Phllopolis ; and therefore for your lake I 
will hazard the credit of my voice and me* 
Xttory at once. 

XXVIII. WsfiriemSoiiicfi&vmtPmfidmg. 

Where's now the objcft of thy fears, 
Needleis fighs and (riiitlefstean? 
They be all gone like idle dream 
Suggefied from the body's ftcaitn . 
' O cave of horrour bfack as pitch ! 

Dark 
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Dark denof foedres that bev^itch 
The weakned iancv fore affright 
With the grim fhaM of grifly night ! 
What's plague and prifon, XoCs of friends, 
Wafy dearth, and aeath that all things ends ? 
Mere bugbears for the childilh mind^ 
Pure pannick terrours of the blind. 

CoUe£l thy foul into one fpheair 
Of light, and 'bove the earth it bbr. 
Thoie -wild (battered thoughti, thatccft 
Lav looily in the world difperil, 
Call in; thy fpirit thus knit in one 
Fair lucid orb, thofe fears be gone. 
Like vain impoihires of the night. 
That fly before the mominff bright. 
Then with pure eyes thou inalt behold 
How the Firft Goodneis doth unfold 
All things in loving tender arms ; 
That deemed mifchiefs are no harmfy 
But fovereign £ilves, and skilful cures 
Of greater woes the world endures ; 
That man's flout foul may win a (Ute 
Far rais'd above the reach of fate. 

Power, Wifdom, Goodnefs fiire did fime 
Thisuniverfe, and ftiU guide the fame. 
But thoughts from pafGons fprung deceive 
Vain mortals. No man can contrive 
A better courfe than what's bee^ run 
Since the firfl circuit of the fun. 

He that beholds all from an high 
Knows better what to do than I. 
I'te not mine own: fhould I repine 
If he difpofe (^what's not mine ? 
Purge but thy foul of blind felf-will, 
Thou fhaight flialt fee God does no ill. 
The world he fills with the bright rays 
Of his free goodnels. He difplays ~ 
Himfdf throughout: like common air > 
That fpirit of life through all doth fare, 
Suck'd in by them as viul breath 
, Who willingly embrace not death. 
But thofe Aat with that living law 
Be unacquainted, cares do gnaw; 
Miflrufl of Providence do vex 
Their fouls and puzzled minds perplex. 
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Thcfe rhythms were in my mind,Philopo- 
lis, when the flagcUet was at my mouth, 

Pbilop. They have an excellent fenfe . 
in. them, and very pertinent to this day's 
difquifitions, I pray you whofc lines are - 
they, Hylobares? 

HyL They arc the lines of a certain 
philofophical poet, who writes almoft as 
hobblingly as Lucretius .himfelf; but I 
have met with ftrains here and there in 
him that have infinitely pleafed mc ; and 
thefe, in fome humours, amongft the reft. 
But I was never fo fenfible of the weighti- 
nefs of their meaning as fince this day's 
difcourfe with Philotheus, 

Philop. Well, Hylobares, if you rumi- 
nate on no worfe things than thefe while 
3^u play on your flagellet, it will be an 
unpardonable fault in me ever hereafter to 
difparage your mufick. * • 

XXIX. The breaking up of the meeting. 

Euiji. I think we rnuft hire Hyloba- 
res to pipe us to our lodgings, elfe we 
fliall not find the way out of Cuphophron's 
bowre this night, as bright as it is. 

HyL That 1 coald do willingly, Euiftor, 
without hire, it is fo plca/ing a divcrrife- 
tnent to mc to play on my pipe in the fi- 
lent moon-lidit. 

Philo^.. Well, we muft abruptly take 

C c leave 
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leave of you, Cuphophron, and bid you 
good-night: Hylobc^res has got out of the 
arbour aheady, and we mud all dance af- 
ter his pipe. 

Cuph. That \<^ould be a juveiiile aft for 
your age, Philopolis. 

Philop. I mean, we muft follow his ex- 
ample, and betake ourfelv^s homewards ; 
for it is now very late. Was it a deluiion 
of my fight ? or did there a ftar Ihoot ob- 
Jiquely as I put my head out of the arbour ? 

Bath. If the dog-ftar had been in view, 
one would have thought him in danger 
from Hylobares' charming whiftle. ^ 

Euijl: No haggs of Thcflaly could c- 
ver whiftle the ccleftial dog out of the 
iky, Bathynous. 

Ctiph. How fublimely witty is Eulfiit 
with one finglc glafs ? 

Euift. Good night to you, dear Cupho- 
phron. 

Cnph. Nay, I will wait on you to your 
lodgings. 

Fhilop. By no means, Cuphophron ; wc 
will leave you here in your own houfe ; 
^-unlcfs you will give -us the trouble of 
coming back again with you. 

Cuph^ Good night to you then, Genllc- 
4ncn, all at once. 

Philop. Good night to Cuphophron* 
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THE 

9 

THIRD DIALOGUE, 

CONCERNING 

The PROVIDENCE of GOD. 



Philotheus, Bathynous, Sophron, Philopolis, Euistor, 
Hylobares, Cuphophron. 

I. Conjeftures touching the caufes of that mirth tbat the 
^ meeting of fome perfons naturally excite in one another. 

Sofhr. W 7H A T tall Inftrument is this, 
W O Cuphophron, that you 
have got thus unexpe6ledly into your ar- 
bour ? 

Cuph. The talnefs difcovers what it Is, 
a theorhoe., I obferving yefternight how 
mulically given the company was, inftcad 
of Hylobares' whiftle, (which is more ufu- 
ally play'd upon before bears or dancing- 
dogs than before philofojf>hers or perfons 
of any quality) have provided this more 
grave and genteel inftrument for them that 
have a mind to play and fing to it, thar fo ' 
they may, according to the manner of Py- 
thagoras, after our philofophlcal diflertati- 
ons, with a folemn fit of mufick difmifs 
our compofed minds to reft. 

D d Sophr. 
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Sophr. You abound in all manner of ci- 
vilities, Cuphopliron: But do not you 
play on tUis inflrument yourferf ? 

Cnph. No, alas! it is too tall for me, 
my fingers will not reach the frets. But 
fonicrimes v/itli a carelefs ftroke I brufli 
the Gittdr^ and plcafc nxytelf wirli thli 
more cafy melody, _ 

Hyl. And it would pleafe any one liv- 
ing to fee Cuphophron at tiaat gracfeful 
cxercife, fo as I have fometimes taken 
him ; he Is fo like the /igfi at the ^cr 
end of the ftreet* 

Cuph. This wag Hylobares^ft^arfcfty, 
means the fign of the ape and the fiddle* 
This is in revenge for the difparagement I 
did his beloved Syrinx^ the ^cdaiaH 
nymph. 

Philop. I never heard . that Hylbbafcs 
load any Miftrcfs before, 

HyL This is nothing, Phllopolls, but 
the exaltednefs of Cuphophron*s faftcjr 
and' expreflion 5 a poetic<il periphrafis « 
vi\y flagellet^ which in difparagemerit be- 
fore he called a hvhijlle. 

Philop. But your imagination has bech 
more than even with him, if he interpret 
you aright. Let me intreat of you all 
love, Hylobares, to fupprcfs fuch light 
and ludicrous fancies in fo fcrious a 'nutt- 
ing. * Hyl* 
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Hyl. I ihall endeavour to ohferve your 
commands for the future, O Philopolis, 
but I fufpe^l there is fonie ftrangc reck 
or cfftux of atonies or particles. 

{f^tifh. Of particles, by all means, Hy- 
lobkres, for that terni is more Cartefian!) 

i:^'^. Which fume out of Cupbphron's 
body, and infcft th^c air with mirth, the* 
all be not alike fubje(51: to the contagion. 
But for myfclf, I muft profefs, that mere- 
ly by being in Cuphophron's prefence I 
find my felt extremely prone to xnirth^ 
even to ridiculoufnefs» 

Pbilqp^ As young rae;i became difpofed 
to virtue and wifdom merely by being in 
the company of 5orr^^j, tho' he faid no- 
thing unto them. 

Cufh. i^J.piijflaTfopjofi^fs that^ 
lobares is not much behind'-nand'' wltH 
Rie, For I can never meet him, but it 
inakes mc merry about the mouth, and 
piy heart is inwardly tickled with a fccrct 
jpy \Yhich, for the Credit oi Des-Cartesh 

fihilofophy, I eafily acknowledge may be 
jom the^ mutual rccourfe and mixture of 
our exhaled atomes, or rather^jr//V/^j,as 
Carteftus more judicioully caills them : for 
thefe particles are not indiviiible. Some 
alfo aire ready tp quarrel one another at 
the firft meeting, as well as Hy lobares 

P d 2 and 



282 Of the Providence 0/* G o d. 

and I to be merry : and you know feme 
chymical liquors, tho' quiet and cool fepa- 
j-ate, yet mingled together will be In fuch 
a ragetul fermentation,- -that the glals will 
grow hot to the very touch of our fingers/ 
Euift, This is learnedly defcantedon 
by CuphophronV but, by the favour of fo 
great a philofopher, I fliould rather re- 
folvc the probleme into fouie rea'fon analo- 
gous to that of thofc feeds which Solinus 
fays t the T'hracians at their feafts caft. in- 
to the fire, the fume whereof fo exhila- 
rated their fpirits, that they were no lefs 
merry than if they had drank liberally of 

^the ftrongeft 'wines. 

HyU Pomponius Mela alfo raUtgs * the 
fame t)f them* feit nothing,^ xnctiifldcs, *^ 
illuftrates the nature of this Phanomenon 
bettei' than that experiment of a certain 
PtdrmicoHy ( feed or powder, I do not 
well remember) which caft fecretly into 
the fire will unexpeSlly fet the company 
a-fnczing. Such I conceive to be the. 
hidden effluvia of Cuphophron's comple- 
xion, which thys fuddenly excites thefe 
ridiculous flafhes of my ungovernable fan- 
cy, to th6 juft fcandal of the more grave 
and fober: Which' extravagance I mull 

' confefs is fo much the more unpardonable 

to 

ft 

^Folyhiji, f. 15. \ DefituorhisL 3, c, 2. 
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tomyfelf, by how much my own mind has 
been fincc our laft meeting more heavy- 
laden with the moft tragical fcenes that 
are exhibited on this terreftrial globe; 
which endeavour to bear againft all thofe 
ponderous reafons, thofe dexterous iblu- 
tion&-and folid bftruftions which- Philothc- 
us yefterday fo ikilfully produced in the 
behalf of Providence. 

Philop. Why, what remains of difficul- 
ty, Hylobares, ehher touching the natu- 
rd or moral evils in the world ? 

II. Hylobares his relapfe into diflettlcipjent of mind 
- touching Providence, with the caufe thereof. 

HyL Touching the natural evils. Phi- 
lopolis, I rcft^ftitl pretty well fatisfyM; 
aad in that general way that Piilotheus 
anfwered touching mdral evils, his folu- 
tions feemed to my reafon firm enough : 
but when in folitude I recounted with my 
felf more particularly the enormous de- 
formities' and defefts that every- where 
are confpicuous in the nations of the earthy 
my phancy was foon bom down into a 
dimdence and fufpicion, that there is no 
fuch accurate providence (as. Philotheus 
contends for ) which does fujperintend the 
afiairs of mankind, 

. Batb. That is to fay, Hylobares, after 
that more than ordinary chearfulncfs raifed 

in 
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in y^ur fpirits by your re-a(;quftbtaiicc 
with thofe ^lany ^ad ?aoft npbl^ trutjis 
that Philotheus i ccpyored iftto. your n?md, 
(by his wife difcQurfe). at which lih?. fpul 
of man,, at her firft meeting with them j- 
gain, is aa much tranfpo^ted, as when tw, 
aadent Iriends une;3Cjpe£le4ly meet one an- 
other in a flrap^e country, a$ ImkH^)^^} 
fonicwhcre has noted, I fay,, afte^ thi^ 
more than ufual tranfport of joy, youjp fpi- 
rits did afterward as much u.vk. and ik^ 
and fo tnelancbpljn impofed Mfoxk^Qj^K-ff^ 
^. But th^e is no fear, thipff4 H^'v^& 
fucceeded fo well hitherto, but rhiklheus 
will revive you, and difltpate ihefe cl^vds 
that feem fa dark and difmal to y Qur m^- 

Hyl I believe you will more c<mfidQtf: 
ly conclude it melancholy, BaihynQMS, 
when you have heard what an affirigbtifo) 
puzzle one thing then fecmedto mcv • 

JStfM. I.pray j^u,Hylobare$, pi^Ki«l4 
it to Philotheus* 

III. Bauci^olphiloiqiJiicrtMUcsii^ l^m ?^ 

Hyl Well, J Ml, Jathynwa, 9a4I« 
is briefly thisi ; IJgiw fq^aUd m\ ' fc^^- 
the world feemed to me by reafota there 

are fo very fe.v pbihfopheh in \%. F<>r 
the reft of iQankiad feemed to me little ta 
difier from baboons or beafts. 0^}i* 
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€t/pb. O Hylobarcs, hdw dearly could 
I hug thee fcfr this ineditation! This is d 
confideration framed after the fentimcnts 
bf my owa heart. It is a thing I have 
ifien ift feeret heivailed the world for even 
inxh. tears ^ 1 rtreati, for the patrcJQr of 
fkth]hj>hers ) and thenihoft of all, that it- 
mongft thefe few there fliould be to rery 
fefrptfreand thorough-paced Camfians. 
Thdfef&ious thoughts in pi'itatc have a^ 
ffiAed nty he^rt very fofe. 

fbflMb. 1 pray you, -Cupfhofhroft, be </f 
|bda fcdmfott, afid you, Hylbbares, let riot 
■flilsfcehfe fcemfo tragical to y6u. For it is t 
great queftion, VfhcSitriht phikjhfhers be 

, ^ottaoTtridicuhuSy than they, ftiat arc ac- 
pouatcd mneydef lor able or contemptible. Be- 
fides, why Is'this to be charged upoti VtCh 
vidence, that there arc fofew? The book 
of nstture lies open to all, and the genefalin 
fy of hien have wit for obfervatioii : But it 
is their own fault, that they had rather 
pleafe t\xc\v fenfes than exetcife and im- 
prcive their feaJoH. But admit that few are 
I^om to philofophy, yet all in. a manner 
^fe born to far . better mattef s : that is to 
%> It is in the power^of every man to 
^^'religious^ jufi^'iM yirtuous^ and to cm 
J?y the wholfome pleafures of the animal 
^'fe in a pious and rational waiy. Where* 

I fore 

I 
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fore thcrq being fo fliort a cut every-'^li'ere 
to prudence and reUgion^ (if a man be fin- 
cere and faithful,) I fee not how any one 
is excluded from the moft fubftantial haf- 
)inefs human nature is capable of. Btit 
or. other knowledge, if it. were evefy 
man's, it were fcarce the enjoyment of a- 
ny man. But the confident ignorance of " 
the rude and the unexpected paradoxical- 
nefs of the fkilful do fitly furnilh out the 
ftage of things, and make more for the 
fport and pleafure of life, and enhanfc 
the price and compenfate" the labour of 
finding out or. apprehending the more ab- 
"ftrufe theories in philofophy. 

But this ^ecvtlhiL j}ljilojophical haj>pfiefs 
is but a very fmall acceflion to that moral 
happinefs which is common to all men, if 
they be not wanting to themfclves ; as, To 
le loyal fo a man^s Prince^ To he true to 
his religion fo far as it is true. To deal 
faithfully tuitb all men^ to he kind to bis 
neighbours y to relieve the oppreffed. To 
he an hearty loyer of Gad and of the whole 
creation. A man thus'afFefted^ and amied 
with fo much prudence as not to deny or 
alTert any thing beyond his clear compre- 
, henfion and fkill in fpeculative matters, 
but to admire and adore the ineffable wit 

dom of his Creator, this man, I fay, isa 

more 
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vmt complete, perfeft aiid unexceptSa* 
nable periop, and more folidly bappy^ 
than any phiiofophers I know that have 
left their writlags to the world as a ladifig 
teflimony of their wit, Des-Cartes himfelf 
not excepted ; whole grofs extravagancies 
(fuch as making brutes mere fnacbma% 
the making every extenHon really the fame 
with matter, his averring all the j[>banome' 
n^ of the workl to arife from mere mecha- 
nical caules) will be more ftared upon and 
hooted at by impardal pofleiity, than any 
other pieces of wit he may have light on 
can be admired or applauded : which ha- 
zard thofe that adhere only to yirti4^ and 
tXQti)iety are always fecure from. 

I^L What think you of this,.Cupho' 
phron ? 

CMi. With Philotheus* leave, I think 
the dartefian philofophy a very fipe thing 
for all this. What think you, Hylobares ? 

HyL I think Philotheus has fpokexi in 
the main very folidly and home to the 
purpofc, and that the prudent yirtuous 
»w« is far a more noble and goodly fpec- 
tacle than any fhilofopbical knight-errant 
whatfoever. If he can blow away the reft of 
thofe mifts and clouds that fit upon my 
piud with like facility^ t hope I mall be 
in an utter incapacity of raifing the leafl 

£ e doubt 
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deubt contetwog Praviddncclbr thi fif 

• /fe/&/. Try what Philcftiicuc vcan'4^ 
Hylobare!^. Pi^pouad to him the rcft.of 
y<Mxr difficulties. , .; 

IV'.' J^eafdns In genccal of the grofe ^f<»iixuty in liie ni« 
gions and cuSoms of the favage nations, as alfo^of tiic 
* ■ variety of this dcfbnnity in riiaraicrs and ciUldms. 

Hyl. The reft of my^ifficulticsv O PJu- 
lothcus, arife from the ^ew of the tnan- 
Hers and religions of the ^i7r^/7fwrnatioiS^ 
fueh as they at*c-defcribied iti hiftory, afld 
vhich indeed afe fuch, fo fordid afldriili' 
culous, fo horrid and enonxioqs, that they 
would even /orc^ a mss^s fancy into a. dff- 
fruft-thatin thofc nations Divine Provi- 
dence has quite forfaken the earth. . For 
if flic caft her eye upon them, why docs 
fh? not cither reform them, or confomi 
them Md^dejlroy them ? . . 
' Philoth. That the face (^ thipgs, in 
Ipme parts of- tlie barbarous nations especi- 
ally, looks very durtily and difijially, J 
canuot but acknowledge : but the caufes 
being found out, admiration ought to ceafCi 
For that matilBnd is in a hj^fed condition 
.it cannot he denied, nor that a great paW 
of the inyiftble powers are funk into the (- 
fumd lift; with them. Now that which is 
the moft high and powei-ful in the anmd 
life will not let its hold go fo long as 'ix, 

.can 
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can liang on. Whence the mo(t tf^iV^ fpi* 
ms in this region get the doniinion over 
tiie nKtfe faffiye^ aM the kingdom of the 
frince of the air has proved very large o« 
ver the nations of the earth, they being fo^ 
4eeply kpfed and immerfed into the i?///- 
wj/ nature. Wherefore we cannot expe£l 
but that both the tulers and the ruled ha- 
ving fallen from the holy light and the 
divine benignity o( the asthereal nature, 
that the effe^ls of that government and the 
garb of their manners fhould be cruel^ 
(jMlii^ deformed and ridkidous ; a judi« 
(Mms feniie of true pulchritude and decen- 
cy nor being able to refide in fo dark and 
diftempeted complexions, mi their envi* 
♦w gf^rdians Caring mote to tyrannize o- 
vcr them and to make fpoit with therti, 
than to fpare them or to be true guides to 
^tm in any thihg. AU therefore that can 
be done ia, to mitigate as well as we con 
the fad honsour afnd mad afpeA of this 
ftraftge theatre, which ftrikes the fancy fo 
Jhongly and fo harfhly. For the wound, 
by your own ptopofal of the difficulty, 
ttylobares, I perceive reaches no farther 
than ih^ fancy; which is an intimation the 
btflt^r parts of your mind iland found. And 
there is another paifage I noted, which I 
&all make ufe oi for the cure of yovxfan* 

E e 2 cy 



290 Of the Providence £)/ G 6 d^ 

cy alfo, yizi that this fyualidface of tfiiQ^st 
is only in thofe iarbarous nations ; whcro- 
in there is imply'd a tacite conceiCon tfiik 
the ciyUizeifarts of the world are at kail 
fajfuble. ; ' -^ 

Hyl I mull confefs it fecms t6 import 
foniuch. 

Philotb. And the Cbrijtian world moft 
of all ' 

Hyl. One would think fo, Phllotheus^v 

Philotb, Wherefore to fatisfie your rea* 

Jon and quiet youv fancy y if any ofusihall 

ihew that either there is no great huit i^ 

fach cuiloms of the barbarous nations that 

ieem (Irange and tincouth to us, or that w0 

A ^ our/ehss have fomething analogous to 

^ th^m, much of this furprifing horrour aad 

** aftonlihment will be taken off, 

■ Hyl. I hope fo, ^ 

Philotb. In the mean tinie it is worth j^ 
the noting in getieral, That there beiflg 
this lapie in mankind, it is far better that 
their obliquities, and deformities in man^ 
ners aind ireUgion be very much v^rjec^ 
than that they fliould be every-wbere one 
and the fame. For that would make tranf: 
grejfion look more tike a due and fettled 
lartu of life and firm reafon : But now the 
fircenefs of the internal fpirit of man, that 
ig.fp a^ye and refle<^ye, having broken 

• ^ the 



thcifmmal me into fuch varieties of foote- 
«G5 and vanities, whether national, pro- 
yimcial^pr perfonal, wc becoine a mutual 
tteatre bnc to another, and are m a better 
capacity of cenfuring what is evil in ou^ 
felvcs by rcflefting upon others ; the dc* 
^ formities we cfpie in others bring nothing 
' clfe but a reprebenfivc parable touching 
ourfclvcs. For the whole mafs of man- 
kind is like a company fallen afleep by the 
fire-fide, whom fomc unlucky wag hrrs 
iimitted with his (boty and greazy fingers, 
and when they awake^ every one laughs 
itt the fatfe beards and antick ftrokes in o- 
ther mens faces, not at all thinking of 
his own. But afluredly it is a-vcry cafy 
intimation to him to refleft upon him- 
fel^ and to look into the glafs whether he 
be not fmutted alfo. Wherefore feeing 
tliere muft be faults in the world, methinks 
it is more agreeable to reafon and Provi- 
dence, that there be a- variation of thcnr, 
thb^ the ftrangenefs tlfereof furprifes us^ 
than that the jar Ihould be always on tht 
fame firing; that folly and wickedneft 
iiay tiot feem familiar to us in every place 
we ifneet with it, but that wc may be a-- 
ftartfcd nt the new and unexpefted giiize$^ 
thereof in others, and thereby take occav 
fion to examine if ' we have . nothing a-k}» 
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to it In ourfelves* This may lie faid in 
general, Hylobarcs, but to patticulan no 
.anfwer can be returned, tiU you ptopouial 
them. 

V. Ofthe barbarous aiftom of going naked* • yJ 

HyL That I fliall do as they occ^r'tp 
'tny mind ; but I muft implore the aid of 
Euiftor where I am at a lofs. 

The firft bmtifh and barbarous cuftom 
that occurs is the going Jlark ndledy as 
feme nations do, if my memory fail mt \ 
aof: I 

Euift. The inhabitants of the Weftai- 
dies did fo, as Americus Vefputius reports; 
And Paulus Venetus relates the fame of 
the Abraiamim in (he kingdom of Lae, A- 
gain, in the Weft-indies particijUrly the 
maich of Venefuella are faid to go as na* 
Iced as they were born. 

Phihtb. I do not deny but that feme 
, nations may go flark naked, as queftioii^ 
lefs there may be many with little or no 
covering on them, the parts of modcfly 
excepted : but as to thefe lattg;r, that this 
is any fuch flaw in Providence, I unde^ 
jftand not. For the clemency of the clime 
under which thefe people live, the good- 
ly flrufture of their bodies, the true flxapc 
find fymmetry of parts, their prodigious 
agility, (Irength and nimblenefs in rua* 
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. fiing^rwimming and dancing, their freedom 
feam care of providing, and the trouble of 
])Uttmgon and putting off their garmema, 
their long lives, unwrinkled Ikins, eafy 
child-birth, virgin-like breafts, and unfo- 

eicated vcnery, the impothire and gul- 
^ of fine clothes,(like pernicious fauce) 
never begetting in them a falfe appetite, 
flor adminiftring occafion of lafcivious fen- 
ties ; I fay, tfaefe are fo confiderable con. 
tomitants of the nakednefs of thefe peo- 
ple, (which hiftorians jointly take notice 
^0 that it may not only apologize for this 
feeming barbarity, but put us to a ftand 
whether they be not either more rational 
ot more fortunate in this point than the ci- 
vilized nations. I am fuve, fome fefts of 
the civilized world look upon it as a piec« 
^f perfcftion to imitaite them, if not to o^t- 
do them, AS the Adamites and fuch like» 
^adthofe twofevercr £cih of phUc^hers, 
*t Stokkfi and Cynicks, 'will abett them 
fn it, who contend there is no turpitude 
in any thin^ but fin: from which they 
Villingly aijquit the the works of Grod and 
55atiire. ^Bpt fnore general jhame i» ntan^ 
*^^ ofiavittg their more uncomely farts 
J^^n^'is undoubtedly an indication by God 
^ful nature^ that uue are born to higheir 
^nd more e'^ccellent things than thefe corpo- 
real 



U4lpk4um^ But to be.ifluunf4 to kc 
^ed, and yet not to forbear tiioClJ^^ 
that tfa^ihame was Intended a bar p4pc|; 
as.Hi^oredom, adultery and fodomy^is^o 
tttm thek clothing into cloaks of biq?sP^iu|i. 
acid to be but apes and fatyrs ilili in $fj^ 
co^s. This is a taflr of what may be fi^ 
touchmg fuch uncQuth ^cfliaples^ Bot If 
would be too laborious a talk for me, Hj: 
lobaws, to anfwer every particular yblf 
may produce. I had rather employ 9i|: 
thoughts, while you are propofing :th^?l. 
to others, in finding out fome fumrasrf^ 
anfwer to all, ugoh a fuller view pf yQJj|, 
allegations, or Euiftor's relations. 

^Pbihp. Plulotheus makes but arca;^ 
fonable motion, Hylobares. Give to, 
fome refpite, and propound your paitiC^, 
Jars in common to dJ, or ai\y that are ??%. 

dy to anfwer. - ' . ' t* 

Cufb. A very good motion, PhiIopo% 

VI. QTito sidiculpys.dedsvigs and adonungs €if ^ ^'^. 

HyU The next then, Cughophrpn,Mi 
be touching the ridiculous adortungi-P] 
deckings ofthe Barbarians. The emorot- 
dering of their Ikins with floxverSt M^^ 
BrdSy and fuch like pleaiant figures, tBtf , 
indeed has as little' hurt in it as that kifi^' 

ofwoji iflwoflaenspctticpats... ^ut't^f. 




piMtttihg 8if their IkiiM with fefpeats and 

tt|Iy beaffs, as the Virginians are fai^ to 

d^ iow vilely muft that needs look ? 

)Cuph. That's a flight bnfinefs, Hylob^ 
l*«j tt jw confidcr the defign, which I 
%pofe is to make them look more terrible 
ofaipe^): ; a thing that feems to be af!eo^ 
tid in the civilized parts of the world^ 
piny families bearing coats of arms where- 
in, are feen as venemous and poiibnout' 
monfters. Not to add how general an hu-' 
"^ur it is ^mongft men, to de&tc fewer 
fitore than gooinefs^ and to hcftareartxhct 
dlan to be loved. 

Euift. But what fay you, Cuphophron, 
t^ the gentry of Calecut, who ftretch their 
cir^ as tew as their ihoulders, that they 
>% be large enough to be laden with v«* ' 
aftyofrichjeweb? 

Cutb. I fay it is not fo unhandfome, it 
^y De,"Euiftdr, as unfafe, uiilefs they be 
^t guarded. It » a fair invitation to have 
^m effeftually pulled by the ear?, to the 
k^ird of their ears and jewels at once. 

Emft. Indeed I tWnk fo too, Cupho* 
phton. But what fliall we think of the Tai^ 
^^ and Maldives Gutting offall their hair 
<f the upper lip-?' * 

pi*ph. Why, Euiftor, I think it an ex- 
celleut way tor the more cleanty drihkiiig, 
«rf fopping of their pottage. Euifi^ 
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Euift. • But is k not yety ridiculottik 
ihe Virginians, M cut ftway half of thdr 
upper.Md Ibwer betrds^ aad leave (iiech 
ther ludf behind. ' ; 

. C^i(. Iti8fiot/Iiiiuftconfefs,fo£jp^ 
ly. jDttt who kiu)^s but th«i thert fioay bs 
feme ufefulfiefs of ic^^as in the Am^ooog 
liuttmg off their right bre^^ the better H 
draw their bow and at«6w I It may be lir^ 
fo^ when they take tobacco,- they ilaveroft 
the fliom fide of their chin. 

EmA. Sut O the beauty of black teatl^ 
the cfSbAed omanaent of tbeisihahitaBt»o( 
Vencfuella ! ' ' :, 

Cupb. And £0 it may be^ lor 003^ we 
know, 9A lovely us hlack hair and bhd( 
xjti and eye4>rows: a black fetoftesdi 
would fit eicceUemly wdH with thdia. Ttf 
my part, I know not whether jet orifWjF 
looks more {^eafimtly; jetther^ \tsyiisask^ 
iodu mote handfbindy than ^ r<fw oftesdi 
as yeUow as box, which is the mat^^^ 
dinar3r hue of om Eutopeans. ^-r 

Eitifi. Bot the laws ^ siiAtM amoM^ 
th6£e 6f the Weft^JKbei, isa.pttchefi^^^ 
vfetfliBcfs btfyoiri all cjimifim, thc<meA 
and women not -fticking to let fly their a* 
rine even while they are converimg vM» 
you. 

Cujfi^ Tim, .1$ very oon&queotk]}/ 

4*^1 
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hne^ £iufi9r, to tliat £mpie jBitune^^ 
af belii^ fifttk dadkedi^ Fdr it i& thofc «atts^ 
ra^r thm any loathfotnendCs intfae kquor 
that proceeds Irdth thern^ {*wht£h k . both 
Hflo^me to be drunk in fundry cafes^ 
atid<inany times pleaf^at to the fmell) thtt 
wqmre. fecrecy in that evacuation. Where* 
fere tbere feems • m^e of judgment than 
jiH^htefsln this ci;^om> unlefsin theo* 
thcrexi6nirei^oB they ufe the like cateleC 
ncfs." •■ ■ 

'^Etdjt^ Gantioi3s4)eybnd all meafare« No 
fBi&r hides kia bagsr of muck with mors 
care and- fecrecy than they endeavour to 
toloadthemfelves ©f that depo^um of na^ 
^•'They aife vei'y Effmes m this point 
tf ckanlmefs, OCuphc^hton. 

"^u^h. -Why, this makes ameftdB •for the 
^er : I thought tJtey would eafily fincU 
out A^ deference. ' 

; '^1^. Mcthtnks, Euiftor, you afk a . li^ 
ifc out of order. The ptcfeftt ^heme is. the 
belongs of the barbarous nations* But you 
"^"Guphophron is excellently well ap* 
pcJbtedforail. 

^^fh An tmher fait zed f|»rir, z foul 
^'^^oughly reconciled to the osconomy of 
^.wwid,.wiH ndt be at a loft for an apo- 
Hy for any phmomemm, 

['l^Mfi^^ «re fac harder than thefe 

to 
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to come, O Cuphophron. But I -will <df. 
, ^ve oa« fiep back touching onMments. u 
not that bravery wluch Americtts Vef]^« 
«s records in his voyage to the New fo»»^' 
world very g^Iy end tragical I Fpr \S> 
fays fundry ^thofe nations iMidquitefprnl- 
ed their vifages, -by goring of many gr«t 
holes in their chedts, m their c^WiW 
dieirnofes, lips and eats; and that wob- 
(erved one man that had no lefs than (even 
holes in his face, fo big as would receive 
a Damaik pruft?. Iniihfcfc they pntblevf 
ftone, cryftal, ivory, or fuch like (xm 
ments. Which I the eafilier believe to be 
true, having fpdcc wkh thofe myfelftMt 
have feen Americans with pieces of cat*, 
ved wood ftuck in their cheeks. 

Sophr. Cuphoplttpn fcKitche$ bis M 

as if he were fomething at a lofs. Jo w 

mean time, Euiftor, take this till Cupho- 

«hron has eicogitated fomi^thing bcB* 

That which is rare (we la»ow;j is wth»li , 

' tiations .precious, and what is preapjl* 

they loyc to appropriate and, transfer ujep 

diemfelves as near as they can : f ^^ 

tich men eat many times not what is wl«»- 

ibmcft, but the h»rdeft to be got. W« 

tiieirebe wiy thing n?ore coftlytl^*^ 

ther, they wUl hang it on their Wfl 

tho' they cannot put it into their beUf^^ 



tdiicbas their earripgs and jewels. But 
tbdfe Barbarians feem to exceed them in 
ih^ curiofitte of their appticatidn of thelc 
prccioiities, they fully implanting them in- 
40 their very fleih, as if they were pan 
*f their natural body, 

JhL Wdl, Sophron ; but hoW rude and 
^omm lare they in the mean titnc, that 
they thus cruelly wound their poor car- 
cafes to fatisfy the folly of their pride and 
fancy? 

Sopbr. But the hormg of the face and 
thcflalhing of the fldn 1 believe will prove 
more tolcrable,ihan the c\;tting and pkrcing 
of the heart with care and anxiety, which 
the pride of mor^ civili2ed places caufes 
in men of high fpirits and low fortunes* 
Bcfides, Hylobares, it may be our igno- 
.-rancc to think* they undergo lb much pain 
in the prolecution of thefe phantaftick hu- 
Jnours. For thefe holes and flaflies may 
fee. made in their bodies when they arc 
young, like incifions on the bark of a tree 
oi>a young pumpion, tliat grow in bigneft 
yith the growtli of thefe pknts. And how 
lafely and inoffenfively fuch things may 
If praftifed on young children, the wring- 
I'lg off the, tails of puppets, and cii-tumci- 
fion of infants ufe^r by fo many nations^ 
'«e fufficicnt examples* 
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' Cuph. I thank you Bt this, Sopfaroii; 
feme fach thing I was pflciiig at^ but jwi 
have prevented me. Proceed, £uiftor ct 
H y lobarcs, whether of you wHL 

VJL Thelawlflfii«& ef^ BarbaitaiiB aa4 didr |M^«II^ 

travagancies touching wedlock attc^ookcd fo b|F COr 
fc phonhron, A4vocate-gcnertlfortbc'Fayiums. 

/^/. I prithee, Euyior, pu22le Cttpho* 
phfon, if yott can, touching thc-^d^^cwf 
goyerhment of the Barbarians. 

Euift^ Does not that Ibcm marvefimff 
brutiih, O Cuphophtoti, that in fomc placei 
they had no government at all^ as m Ciiba 
and New-Spain, whofe inhabitants wcrik 
naked, acknowledged no Lord, but lived 
in common liberty, as Cofmographcrs wk- 
nefs ? 

Cupb. Is that fo unreafonable or bil^ 
tilh, O Euiftoi:, that thofe that are not bttt^ 
thened with the incumbrance of riches 
'fliould neglcft the ufc of laws ; the chief 
eft controverfies amongft men arifing con- 
cerning honours and wealth, thofc two 
great incitements to injuftice ? Wherefore 
thofe Barbarians feem lo far from any de- 
generacy in this, that they rather refembfe 
the f rimer al Jimplicity of the golden agt^ 
where there was neither judge nor goaliJt, 
but common liberty prevented all occafi- 
ons of iiyury. Here adultery was fotend 
impoflible, there being only diflcrcnce rf 

fexeS| 
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(exes, no diftinAion of theniarritd and un<' 
married ftate^or appropriation of any fingle 
female to one folitary man. Which fomc 
CQsineot fages of Greece (to omit the fuf 
frage of fome of the more fpiritually pro- 
tending fe^bu'ies of this prefcnt age) have 
look'd upon aa a fpecial part of the mod 
perfect platform of a common- wealth their 
wifdom could excogitate. Afliiredly the 
mwer of nature is fo wire-drawn tlirough 
to many ceremonious circumfiances, of par 
tentagc, of piHtion, of alliancea, and then 
fa fettered and cotifined by tbe reUgious 
tie of marriage, whether die parties caa 
veil hit it or no^ that her vigour is very 
much broken, the generations of men 
weakned, and their days fliortned, in mod 
patta of the civilized world : whtnas thofe 
'-tenants in common you fpeak of^feldom are 
fick, and ordinarily live to an hundred and 
fi&y years, as I nave read in hiftorians. 
So that the confinements of the law of mar- 
Rage feem iaftituted for the good of the 
foul rather than the bedltb and firengtb of 
the body^ But outward laws hot reaching 
adulterous a£fe6lions, the hypocriiie of the 
civilized nations has made them too often 
forfeit the fit^ere good of both grace and 
nature at once« 
Sofbr^ This is fmartly, but madly and 

F f a iurpri- 
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furprizingly ,fpokcn, Cuphpphrbn, and more 
like apoet or philofopher than like a Chd- 
ftian. 

Cuph. This is nothing agaiaft the' fan^ 
Sity of the laws of Ciy-imisujit^, which vixt 
doubtedly are infinitely above not only the 
JatvlefrtefSj but the beji laws of other na- 
tions. But forafmuch as I find myfelf as-it 
were advocate general of the PaymmSy I 
muft plead their caufe, and make- their cafe 
Irook as tolerable as I can. 

Bath. Which you d'o, Cuphophron, oyer* 
lawyer-like, ftrpporting your clients, with- 
out any regard to the truth, whilp you im* 
pute the health and longasvity of thefe 
Barbarians to their promifcuous venery, ra- 
thef than to their ranging abroad in the o- 
pen air, to their fallings and huntings^^and 
other hardfliips of life. But p hs^ve inter- 
rupted Euiftor. 

Euijl. I pray you then, Mr. Advocate, 
what Uy you to that, cuftom of "the Wcft^ 
Indians, who offer their wiVes or daugli* 
ters to a ftranger in token of friehdftip 
and hofpitality ? Of the bridegroonx'^ not 
lying with his. own ^ bride the firft night, 
but fonie other of the like quality ? Of the 
king of Calecut, in the.Eaft-indies, his ncft 
lying with the queeq the firft nighty but 
one of the priefls, \^ho has five hundred 

crowns 
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crowns for his pains, as yoir may read iir^ 
the voyage of JLudovicus Patrithis ? What 
to the. ctiftotxi of the province ef Camut 
belonging to the great Cham,^ where the 
tiafter of the houfe, in atr higb firain of 
.hofbitd'lity, eommtts his wife and his whol« 
fiumly to theftraoger, toufehis wifoand 
aB he has with the fame liberty ^himfelf 
doth ; and that his enjoyment may be civ 
tire, quits his^houfe for the time, that the 
ftranger may feem to have ao co«rivaI ? as - 
Paiilus Vehetus relates*- 
, Q^^^ This is marvellous pretty, EtiiC ' 
ton .Bat I conceive the cuftom comes from^ 
hence, in that they take marriage to be 
t» part of religion^ but of nature j and look 
upoai their wives merely as the beft chattel 
they have^ and therefore in. an Wgl\ ft fain * 
of tfriendlhip offer them to be-- enjoyed by 
their friends. In which kind fimplieiry ih^ ; 
Camulites feem to exceed alVthe reft. 
. Euift. Biit what think yyu^of thjC PtLeft ': 
of Calccuty Cuphophron ]?• ' 

Cupk I -think that his Jying with tfj^i': 
queen the firft night pretendkta.an*.aufpici^ - 
ous confecration of her womb to'f^ture fer* - 
lility; and that hk fiv^ hundred ci;owns^ 
aie :a rewatd of ttis religious jperformanee^ . 

EUi/i. But it is a ftrange aot of religion^ . 
to )ilc with another. ^nan'& wifia* . . 
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Cupb, The direftion of the iatcadoB^' 
Euiftor, 18 all in all. The prieft does not 
intend to commit adultery^ but to cobt 
fecrdte the woihb. But what blemiih it 
this m Providence^ that Pi^oim^priefls ace 
as crafty as fcnne of the Chriftian, vh9 
upon fpiritual pretences' too often pro- 
mote an intereft of the world and the flefii, 
as thefe Caleciir-priefts fecm to do, they 
both reaping the pleafwre of lying ^ith 
the queen, aa^ ftrengthening the intetcft 
of the priefthood by mingling the facer d^ 
fal with the royal lecd, tbie frft-bom of the 
queen being in all likelihood as much tfa€ 
ton of a prieft as heir \o the crown P- 

Pbilop. I thought Cuphopkson had sot 
been fo nimble a politician. 

Hyl. His zeal, PhilopoHs, for the Pay* 
liims makes him more than ordinarily qtd(^* 
Wittcd. 

^uift. Butwhatexcufe willhtswitfin^ 
eut forthe other excefs in matrittiony, that^ 
I mean, of the Tartars, who thtnk »>aisi' 
Age fo hbly, that they believe their God 
jtfatagai to have wife and children^ isbA 
therefore if their fons or daughters die be* 
fore ^gQy yet they celebrate a ifiarriage be- 
twixt parties thus deceafed, that they a»y 
be man and wife in the other world i 

Cufbn That they make mairiage fe Ar 

craoicfl* 



mmcntal a thii^, need not feem ftrango 
to vu Bitt that ^ey concdt God to have 
w^e and duldren^ is more enravaganc^ 
aod yet not much more than that opinion 
if the Amhsopomorphitea, vrho fiinc^ God 
is the &nn of a man. Whieh conceit cet» 
t&iQ monks of Egypt were fo mad npon^ 
d»t they forced the BShojp of Alexandria 
to fubfcribe it for fear of his life, 

VIIL Of the y^HLm^^if/MHt and the meo of 

Axdaduntkat lie in childbed for dieirwivc». • 

l^uijl. I perceive no fmall matters will 
piizzle Cupnophron's invention : and there* 

ipre thp' the ymava&^f^riiWWf and the 
men of Arcladam that lie ' forty dap in 
fluldbed fbr their wives, preient . them* 
fclvcs to my memory, yet I will pafs 
them over* 

Cuph. That^s a very odd thing of the 
ttien of Arcladam, Euiftor : I pray you, 
"what is it ? 

Euiji, When the woman is delivered^ 
^ gets out of the bed as foon as Ihe can, 
and fbtkwi the buftnefies of the houfe; but 
^ mwti Yit% in for fo siany days, and does 
aii the offices of a mother to the infant, fa^ 
ving the giving it fuck: and the nei^h- 
bonrs come agoi&ping to the man tying 
thus in bed) as in other coontreys^ they do 

to the woman. And they of Arcladam give 

this 
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diis reafon for this cuflom^ becaufethe 
mother had a fufEcienft fliare- of trouble in 
bearing the child . and bringing him forth, 
and that therefore 'tis fit 'that the man 
ihould eafe her now, and tak^ off part of 
the care to himfetf^ as ^ Faulus Yenetus 
reports* 

Off l!f.I£ the fiiien of the country had had 
milk in their breafts^ which feVeral men 
l»ye had, according te^ the teftimony of 
many credible writers, philofophers, phy-^ 
fittaos, and anatomifls, the cuflfoni had 
been more plauflble. But fuch as it is, it 
has its realon, as you fee, and it was not 
a pure- piece of fottifhnefs that carried 

theni' unto it.* And for the yym/xoxaaT«* 
fiiv^i, in that the womeir rule them, it it 
ajGgn that it is fit they ihould. For it is in 
virtue of their ftrength, wit/)r beauty ; and 
yo\r know the lambrck.' 

They, chofe their kings of old from tb^ 
beautyof their fo4:m, as Lucretius notes* 
And why do tnen rule the women,but upon 
account of more flrengthiormore wifdonJ 
But where the^ women irule the men, it is 
a fign tiuey have more flrength or wit, and 
therefore baYC a right to rule them. And 

indeed 

5 De region, orient. I. 2. c^ ^w 
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kdcci where do they not rule them ? in* 
I fomuch that the whele world in a manner 

are of the yvy^ixoxooLT^fJieyou. So that 
AIs is no peculiar diforder amongft the 
Bftrbarians^ Cuch as Mela and Diodorus 
Siculus mentibrt. 

IfyL The women are much beholdM 
to you, Cuphophron, for your fo kind and 
careful patronage of thcrn. 

Cup^. I am of a large fpirit, Hyloba^ 
Ks ; 1 love to be civil to all fcfts, lexesj 
«nd perfons. 

IX. Ofthe Pagans cnielty to their enemies, and inhuman 
hmnanity to their friends. 

ffyt Cuphophron fwallows all.down Ye» 
jy glibly, Bbt, as I remember^ there are 
tome direful ftories of the Pagans cruelty 
to their enemies, and mhuman humaniiy to 
Aek- friends^ that, methinks, ihould a Ht« 
tie turn his ftomach, Euiftor, 

jE«j/?, There are very favage cuftomes 
recorded in Pomppnius Mela touching the 
Efiedones, Axiacas and Geloni. The laft 
clothe themfelves and their horfes with 
^ Ikins of their flaiA enemies ; with that 
part of the fldn that covers the head they 
make a cap for themfelves, with the reft 
tii€yxlothe their horfes. The Eflcdones 
celebrate the. funerals of their parents with 
S^€ai^ feafting and joy, eating their flelh 

xoinced. 
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minced and mingled lirith mutton ; (wkicb 
is the manner of their burial of tlicm) but 
tipping their flculls widi gold they make 
drmking^up^ of them t as the Axiaoi 
quaffe in the lieads of their fiain enemies, 
as well as drink their bipod in the fielcL 
In CafieUa del Oro the itd^bitants alfo eat 
fSaxAt own dead. But in the IQand Java, ^ 
Ludovicus Fatrltius rep<HtS9 the chUdrcn 
do not, like ' the EOredones, eat their pa- 
rents, but when they are old and ufelei% 
fell them to the Anthropophagi, as the p<r 
rents do the children, if defperately and 
irrecoverably fick in the judgment rfthe 
phyficiah. For Aey hold it the nobieft 
kmd of burial to be interred in the belly 
of a man, and not to be eaten by worms r 
to which if Ukj expofe the body of hi$ 
dead firiend, they hold it a crime not to 
be expiated by any facrifice. The \xm^ 
§0 of the Sardoans and JBetbicca?^ which 
iElian * relates, are very favage i the one 
commatiding the fons to knock the fathetf 
o'th*hcad when they »re come to dotage^ 
the other prohibitmg any to live above fc? 
Teaty years. 

^ liyL Sftop there, Euiftor: Iet^& hear what 
excufe the advocate of the Pajroims can 
devife f(Mr thefe horrid cuftoms« 

Cu£h 

; Vtti IM, h 4. c. X. 
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Q^k Truly^ Hylobares, thefe things 
fnufl (item vety harih to my dvii perfon^ 
cTpectailj at the firft fight. But yet there 
fcems, if we make &rtber fearch^ to be 
fomethmg commendable at the bottom of 
toe of thefe. For the parricide that is 
committed by the Saidoans and Berbicae 
fcems to arife out of jcompaflion to their 

!)Sfents, they not enduring to fee fo fad a 
pe6lacle as* helplefs and weariiome old 
a|^, a hearsry difeafc, and yet tincurable 
l}r any thing eUc but death. And thofe of 
|AVa, that feU, either the parents their fick 
children, or the children their aged parents^ 
490 the Cannibals^ it is both to eafe them of 
dicir pain, and procure thcm,as the}^ think, 
ike mod honcuraUc burial. And it is no 
fmall countenatK^c to thefe barbarous cut- 
tomi that Sir Th. Morels Ut^ia allows 
ptinfulaiwl fcmedilefs difeafes to be ihort- 
i>ed by fome ^y way of death. Which 
fcems 10 me another kind of midwifery, 
^ facilitate the birth of the foul into the o- 
tbcr world y. a$ mid wives do the entrance 
tf the body into this. Which may be the 
Tcafon why the Efledones are fo jocund ac 
the funerals of their friends, they looking 
^oait as iheit bkthrday into the other 

ftate. 

X.Thc 
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X. ' Their lulling men at funerak to accompany the dead. 

)Euif^. The Thracians do fo indeed, if 
ive will believe Pomponius Mek, who 
iadds, that their wives contend who Ihould 
he buried with tfieir dead husbands. As al- 
fo do the Indians. And Acofta reports tha^ 
tte kings of Peru and the nobles of Mexi- 
co had their wives, neareft friends and fet- 
vants, kHlcd at their funerals, to bear 
them company into the other wcA'ld. 

Cupb. This 4s harfh, I muft confefs,£t- 
iftor ; but, k may be, not fo filly and uiv 
politick. For this cuftom might be begun 
for the Safeguard of husbands and kings 
from being poifoned by their wivcs^ net^ 
<ft friends and fcrvants, 

Euijl. But what a. mad folemnity was 
that of the funeral of the great Cham of 
the Tartars,- which Paulus Venetus de- 
fcribes, when his body was carried to the 
aiountain ^ Akhai ? For they flew every 
one they met in the way, horfe and man, 
faying thefe words, Ite^ & T^omno noftro 
regi feryite in altera yita. It is thought no 
left' than twenty thoufand mtn were flaia 
thus on this occafion at the funeral of the 
great Cham Mongu. There feems not in 
this fp much a^ ^ny plot or policy, Cupb- 
ophron, but mere favage barbarity. 

Cuph ' 

* De region orient, 1. i. c. S4^ 
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Cuph.,\t\% very wiW indeed, Euifior : 
but the opinion of the immortality of tiie 
foul dnd' perfonal diftinftncfs of the decea- 
fed in thd other lift is both fbher^ Teligi- 
oos^ and ' ^hilc^oph leal \ and f he imprcffi- 
(oa of tEe^bclief thereof on the fpirits of the 

£ioj)le very ufeful and political, for the 
okingtHetn. warlike and juft ; and this fo- 
Icmnity of more force to imprefs this be- 
lief, than all the fabtil ratiocinations of the 
•philofophers. 

Euifi. JBut it is fo bai^baroufly cruel, O 
Cuphophron* . 

Cttph^ Who knows, Euiftor, but mcrfl of 
thefe menwere volunteers, and had a mind 
to fcrve the great Cham in the oiher world? 
Otkerwife they might have kept out of the 
way. And ► the ambition of /living pi-fnc<8 
fends more to Orcus thaa this fuperftition 
alwmt the dcdd Cham of the Tartars, and, 
fliethinks, in more uncouth circumftances, 
'Sotihe jhatdies in the fcrvkeof his living 
prince leaves him he fervesj but he that 
^es ^ lave to. the deceafcd Cham goes to 
Ac prince he loves. 

Muift. Very elegantly anfwered, Cupho- 

.;J^. Cuphophron is *fuch an Oeiipuf^ 
pat he will ftick at the folution of no rid- 

Gg XI. The 
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flcill.to4iie,par^f(9^ iiftiiQ^^m^iy-fcwe^ 
ty of 4he f<:o{>}e of-CasaJiutt, futha^it^s 
h^ixt to % wik^tbet: h^ H^t^ jiidici^i»», 

.OK i?4rbaroU5, ^r • ; . ; ^ - . 

.lovp to he^r-ftt(:h^flo«eft : ^ : v 

that the people in this cousHfy, ^hbn-A 
orateller tn>m- fol'i^eiigQ^nati^ to4ges Vi^i^ 

them^ the man of the houie^ )£hfi[o^rem!^ 
^ tlie fi^i^er to1>0 cm^ of 4n ^te&eUMt car* 

' ti^ 41^ rvmu w» ^bd^lowy ,^^mSi^t udd 

; fibber ia lus ^vf^rt^srAnd ^ion^ j^ilfiegr 
^cmiMUt &r :)ii^ jg<iiodliefs- tiad' i^dtt^y^, m 
owill borf^m it()(giet ;iipftt{iQA4pigib£^an^'kjiH 
J him, conceiting- that ^iuedely tfee -flitli % 
cyer^^uhi' ito? $^¥4}!PtCde^f^riii^ifi9(d^^ 
'nefty, "nay:(he^V(^y;JM>(:i)f!th^§;tfitfil^l^ 
ip his Ji€!tfej,4M :tii*«he^wWfJ)^jf«^p^ 

,^ ^ .Bath, §i«»ly ;E;wift/»: i^Wy^ tjie >:w!g wi* 
Cuphophroo^ and contrive, x^&Qrjf;|a*pQ£e 

Euiji. In the word of a geatleniip,-8ft- 
tbytiouts^ Iff e]4t«'}io>|n^li?^ (h^arwj^t.l ^ad, 
Md what .any ««ie .-elfe, itmy f ft^^, > !» ^ 
Faulus Yencxus ius hlAory of tl^ orieai^l 



onastrzy^j &r hist CcQon6 beok and the for* 
tiethj4wipt0f5. 

C^£i&. I could cafily fuf|>ei3: Hylobpes 
ctf^fbcbaVicccol^Nmggeiy^ but I believe 
Sbifior^l ifiui bona^ JlJe with me,, and' 
phty no trick»^' and tnerefoi^ I am glad^ 
Ifylptiaores ha^ committed this provmce to 
MnL Bota^hslstk {k)rvof th^ kibabitantsi 
efCaraiam, I do not ^e that the caufe oP 
Ae^^ifmkiri!^ mMk d^ltriineiited thereby.. 
1t:{bnii!d^fesbx-xl&c£^J^agansvrtM asgree* 
dy ftfietf wtawfi tt^ the ciyilizid haiidns after- 
itliafii^)^-. >thboi^^ tnunhiSF the owner- 

to fxtattethemfelvesmefterg of it • They 
therefore were more ignorant, but w© more 
tEicJcecLd OBur ^^t ftit&eY myftery there 
xgay bii In the nutter n& man knows* It 
msLji be they intended*^ the. ddceaCed for 
• Ibme /Wj&>w/fow^whofe foul they would^ 
pfx^pftiaoe b^jr iom^ religious ceremonies af' . 
ter they had trefpafled fo^ far on his bo* 
dy, which they had killed in honour and 
Ityveto hifr Virt4ie&, tho' with fmall kindnefs 
» his pdrfon. B^ Whether it be more to- 
lerable to murthcr iticn out oflQve to their 
yirMeSy or out b( hatred to theniy I leave, 
as a new difquifition, totnore (vihtilcajm/}s» 
t^wn fuiie «t||i8 Jews had no other caufe fhaii 
thai to fcilt; our Saviour, altho^ they- lived 
Wider the inftitut^s of no lefs noble4aw* 

G g a giver 
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giver than Mofts himfelf, [and wcte theii' 
ilie choiccft part of the civilized world. . 

; XII. Of the Anthropopliagi c^ Cftnbibab. 

Hyl. You do but play with Cuphophron/. 
X,\?M^y you> Eiuiftor, try \\hztgt0.ahch3Lth. 
for the diet of the Cannibal?., . ,. : . 

Etnjl^ Had not you better rcfunte ybnr 
province, Hylobares, and aflkull hiiri your-^ 
fclf? . : • ^. '.'•/■ /' 

^hyJ. It cannot be in' a better hand than: 
yours, Euiftor, who & particularly: xcmcm-, 
ber ftories. Befldes that Cuphopbron.^ ont 
of all jealoufy of; being abu£ed hy. you, 
which will iftak^ his ahfweri tome off more 

. £m^.' Well theft, 'iinceik mM bifo, 't 
will add to thia fingie^exampl^ of flaiying 
men to feize ^i1^t\ their /w/^, that ofmur- 
thering thenv to i/^^iwEoa their hodies^ a • 
villany, CuphophrOn,Y/ery frejqiientiy men- 
tioned a$ well in iiiiti^nt'JiS'tn^dcrn hlftbri- 
4ns : ^s of the Ali,tb!r<^Qph0gi >ib<nrt the 
Kyflean nioulitaiil? in India, which Eufta*' 
t^liius notes; as alfa thofe'of Scythia, tio- 
led by Pomponius Mela. And Solinus takes 
notice not only of thefe Anthropophagi of 
$cythla, but n^^ntions alf43 others in JEthi* 
ppia. The truth 'Pf which things later dif* 
coveries feem to ratify. Chriftophorus Co- 
lun),bas tells^ u$ of Cannibals opt far from 

the 
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4ti]d fah otfoufe it Il^-w^ do i)cef^ .povk, 
hwctm^ and btavii :.' Thft they geld tbofe 
they tike ydyng, as we do capons, to 
-maKe them eat QK>re tender^ and keep. WQ^ 
jnen alive to breed on, as we do hens to 
lay qggL.ThilHltapd c^Caiufc^^ls i$ called 
infida cruds^ of whic]^){y^Qt2 may f ead; ni^orc 
in the voyage ^Co];un>bus. ; The.rafer^. of 
ZipaQg^, (that belongfiftt? ^he Tartar) if 
they light on a fltang6r,..i?n^lefs.hc can re- 
deem lumfelf, kill KLm.and eat him^ cal- 
Jhig thck jTriends md. ki»s£>}k$:t9 the fcaH. 
Jn Timainea town of C^ft^llo del Gro, 
they fold Man'si fleih.iti tho fliambles, as 
Counographers writ^« As alio that the Bra- 
filiass celebra^te their feftiv/ils, tnaking 
thcmfelvfes . merry over the body pf a fift 
man ctitmtx) coillop$,$;.a|id th^t the etjemi^s 
.they.^ke ia wat:tbe;yr.:roaA:^l|^t^9 da!n- 
xing round about thetft ! -^ ,.r.':i f. .. [ ^ 
.- utpk Enough, E^iftor, myr fJ<Mpash is 
.furcharged already; Nothing js more nau- 
ieoustliafi the ^ fancy of th<:)(fo jhings4^ tp 
•me» Nor can! deyift. wha^ may be fajd in 
tht behalf of ib high b^rbarijij??. Pnly jt 
<is*ta fee. noted, that thefl^: [fad [pbje^s arp 

jnore a torment to,,tlieweU*rtatui>e4 living 
itl^m any farther mi&hief to the dead : and 
that flayingviftf . i\ve;i> oI . ihcir - eftatcs and 
^ . - Og3 ... ...lively hood, 



^ ([ii^ftikeft^f Iteflfiftch;^ tlm fluice? oir 
tn^(t6cli £liWtop(^its abft^ from t£)0ir.att- 

Wt^or^uttotfr^^iboM Md 'hafcrei ta itS 
'dionsor<>t6ttr Bi^t4ttii«, Mt>f jiaiiffcli- 

rk the laft^neid4^efedfth'e>^ daftdo-ftnthtk 

ixi^kt this def^tt^«%biyekifidii, '^imi^bt 

lefs^^ &m their by{)c»eM6ltt^«m, tilth llimar 
^e unemliaed iniid^aM; ¥o%AaLtimnam 

i^dead men (which Itiftiho^ xpc^tiooid^ 
'Gdd 'imi ti^iiiwlt hM iimpkmted iotfi^ ii 
bar agai^ft'atl ^rueky to omki]id)doestuiir 
%eep i\^tti elffrbm' doings att «hr:ir#/al:onk 
elty that bcdmmkted bj Aitijkyags saaSr 
ons. WhetHie ihe^ttkm tcr meito^e ficl^ 
•condemtiedy WhMet^'hdy %og^t^at:3Ae iA 
kinds of cruelty, atid foo^li^eqixemly pniAi& 
the greater ; Jlriiniftg at 'tht gfWt^ ^ i 
'is fa'd} but m the- mom tkfie JiiM&wi^ 
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' J^. I p«Q«rift yon, (i^phoplir^ I 
did.iioi: ttek yoia f^iald ^Va made 1#* 
faflaUe work out bffo crte^kied and knob* 
t^t mtttoi ^ Itfafi thuf ttuth I thk^cis 
Hue, Ttiat «i tftemt that make fo ligBfr 
tf wiw und* )>k)^flia^ and moithtriog of 
mea to £ei^ ^n.^l^hat they ba¥f , to thrni^ 
I fiujK^ ' tQmkcm, t&^ fuhftaatial cnx&lnr 
lbcmbtol«f able^theie mea flunild ^not tk^iflk 
ift^qH^crabte i«r.^ra¥ide«€e, thgtA^t per- 
Ma i)w& iSk;h|,er aod mme iimocuouailiap 
A>m thttreob For lUl tbo£& (eeining cruel* 
ttcs are but the flagellauoH q£ the ablea^ 
told thfgrtalq&'u(^)«od i^ftat^he^r pkaCure 
4Mly ; wi)«i Jhe^ ^ ls& :: b«t the kiljiog aad 
faut^timg of a min is a^ present torment- 
tig bapi,r li^ forcible davi»g: him out of 
iU idiat^ ln^aL Whicii I &eak to ihi^mt 
<ke;]0|vMi«0di 99i^<^i|9^^ VEk Skewing them 

^finitely more eruel and ^baroua thai^ 
lbfefo:v§Wri?. ife^y >hfmf!pLv« judge ;h*c 
•liMft li€rti^ Md intttilg^oua of ^i tfie id^ 

. Q^M. J t»^9($. O Soj^^nm, to &e fa 
«w«r«fta^JjftdateWW.frU »,wfth mine. 

Sapir. Imuft conjefs, CuphophrQin,thi9 
il»ii.^aflfp-JW4* /* :pi^ttv fl^ufflnjg &ow of 
sucigating'the hat&oeli (^the Ocular baa:* 

Jwfwy fif tk^ JB«J?fti»S>^ yo¥ pall ?1»9» • 

* but 
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i>uc ) ttir you will not htye failf the fuc- 
cefs m 'pallkttiing the grofs e&ottnhies of 
thcitTcliffiofts. -' ^ 

Hyl. And that, S^hron^ is the Tcty 
.next thing that I yfC^d have Emftor to 
exercife Mr. Advocate-generalN wit m. 
« Etfijf. In what, Hylob^ft^s-^ 

Xf ir. Oir theacheUm an ^ xtit^pofyihtHai of thb Baitakaiis. 

' HyL In finding any t(Jerable exetofe 
for their "^riyJ e>//V«V?«/ toilching God^ for 
thcivpolytbeifm and idoktryy for their men- 
facr^ciiy deyil-wor/hipyfacrjficing ment9 
the deyil^ and the like. 

Enijl^ I undctfttod you, Hylobares, and 
-fhall accordingly prbpeund inftances to.Co> 
phophron. In the firflpttce, therefore^ Co- 
phophron, I pray you, what da you fiiy 
to the Brafilians, that' are reported to at- 
knoijrledge no God at allj ami yet to be 
fo addifted to divinatioii, that th^y grow 
xnad therewith ? - 

Cupb. To this I anfwer, That in that 
they are fo much addi^ed to divination, k 
is a fufpicion that they do^ believe there is 
a God ; and may be flandei^ed as Atheifts, 
becaufc they worlhip lio idi4s nor ' any yi- 
ftbleohjeSi. . • - > . . 

£«^. That is very charitably formized 
of you, Cuphophron. 

• CwjpA. But Xuppofethpy be ^heift^ 

*:-* how 
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I)Ow'niany thoufands are there of fuch 
Idnd of cattle m the moil civilized parts of 
jEurope? 

Euijl\ But others of the Indians, C\ipho- 

' ]kh»)a,.ro make anvends, hold more Gods 

than one. They of New-England worlhipt 

ped^Kefan their good God, and the deyil 

bi^de, that he might not hurt them. 

- Cupb. And fo by worflupping the deyil 
ackmm^Iedged two foveriqgn powers or 
frincipleSyZ good one and z,bid one : which 
tho' - It - be a great crrour, yet is fuch. 
as vefy -great wits have fallen into. . Fon 
St. AugufUn himfelf, before he became. 
Ghfiftian, was a^Manichee. AndPki^rch/ 
in bis' Iff f and OjiriSf entitles Plato to the 

' Hke ^flkouri i&fn^ ^^^ xiveu^cu roi^- 
i^odftiovM He iells.u$ alfo that T^^^Q^tx was' 

of the fame opinion ; and that they ndmedr 
thefc two diftinft principles Oromafiies^ni 
^eimanius\ and that the Egyptian Ofiria. 
and Typhon anfwcr to them. So that it is[ 
not any fign of fo ' great fottiflaaefs, if the, 
Bavbarians of America were lap{e4 ii^^o 
this ftrange miftake* 

. EuiJ}. But your Paynims, O Cupho.. 
phron, feem to have made not only two^ 
but evetk two thoufand deities, while they 
worlhippcd fun, moon, ftars, beads and 

plants, 
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ever living-creature they met wiA ftft il 
mmomngy tti ^ile ehafe: ^eiiaiiefi^ or 
mkct not cthuft diem^ ibut etthraoetli^ 
firft ihty meet toi Vsktltine's da^^. 

but that the bnbarousf 'n«tioM - 4id ttl^ 
4ufir Vor&gii toriiihiitttt^blclobjiQ^S'a^ m 
llind, but pet »ta &e^J^>r4a^S^^ 
allv (vhtdn \iM iiie'prmiffifjs'^i^tbnatei^^ 
je6): of kli-. theirtsdontiofi) bute tat&et aicfll 

jmagesaodi fysnhbb oTthatultimatc ffj^ 
And .hdwj jB^m^. nj pari Q£:th0:;^^niSfizel 
votld^.eTen. af thsin tihife'.airctv«$ltdb:€hi& 
ttansv omteod. that the ;^drjypp]^i^^ 

and right? , . ' 

; Em/fi: % thihfc tjoih mucli^vftat i# 
^udaWcL ' •; V '• "^^ ^ 

fbiathajtTeiyiihpattfc^ aa- 1i?«H as^ifl^ 
oufly, Hi^ I cannot -fiw my Hfe 'fe4 <flj[ 
cxcufe fer thofe of tUc Romanr cRurci » 
dear thtci' from' idolatry-, but tSe ftWB? 
wit^ better advantage inay i^ affiedjgied ftf 




Save, whiracfebo^ytee the BIbte t»t* *• 

Wor4ofGo<r. .- ; ' . ^, 

JOV.Of 



Sififif Tl)€( is Y^i^ mfiterkl- But what 
initigation cw yoix, fiad out, O Cupfao* 
fhioiBi for that horrid 41|k1 hideous uraj ' 
.of worjB^ppkig th^fis obje^^ as that of 
Scythians about T wsica Cherfooefiis, wk» 
iacrifioedftw^geca 4o Cfiijiay that isi to thp 

let ffCi^ y<^ this oae qu^oa, £^uiftQ% 
^d s^^9!ec.aiq^ IMn fuiSer m the civilized 

^ffinmlt^jg^^^i^ blopdy 

iii4'Q«Ani(;alebtmd^i» u^ged upon theifi 

.,-fiuf/k(J' wift-'cwieft ihait -hiftqjj fur- 
^4Q^iUs\^iih ^^i¥^s of^vot only amy 
j^l^f^. bitcliv^e^al'tlipui^mds of holp- 
«n4; ' iOf iW^m]^, ' %i^ buiph^^d 'by . tl^ 
iloqidy -fihw^. ;€|f ilBLotn^^cand facr^/ed Jto 
*^ h«i^i;;ic^^ if rhw.gr^t l)]Mr 

Itt. You know what I mean, Cupb9pte:p9|. 
C^k rl 40»AriA I pt^y ycra howti^uch 
^tcr is >t^. |l^»n thp^^agjwsiacrffiQing >pf 
p«teT>iapa;X4piwii^^ . 

£«^. Both exceeding )^d : ;md yj^t J 
muA propofe to you otlqpr ihings.as ilj or 
m^r A^ fjiattbai^itrpu^ cuftom of ^ the 

l^iM^h »( ^i^Qh9ia. in the wlleyoy 

Toph?^ 
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Tophct, fp called from the pnim Aat 
was there beat to drown the latiicntable 
cries of the ihutthcrcd inferits. ' 

Cnph. This I tnuft conlefs is exceeding 
barbarous, Euiftor, to facrifice tho^ but a 
fingle foti to that cruel idol. But^ niethinks, 
it feems more deftruAive to mankind, that 
thofe that either are or ought to be ^ntni 
'patriay (I mean great princes and empe- 
rors) unprovoked by any iiijury, but mere- 
ly out of a defire ot dominion and rule^zvt 
\o lavifli of the blood of their fubje^^ as 
to e^pofe numerous armies of them to the 
flaughter; they fmothermg in the. mean 
tipie the groans of the dying and mairaed 
by the found of drums- And tHimpets^ ^nd 
other clattering noifes. of war, while they 
'thus facrificc to the cruel idol of ambitieo, 
' -as the Ammonites to Milchbm in the val- 
ley of Tophet. And will hiflory acquit the 
ci^izcd world of this piece of barbarity, 
'Eumor? 

Euift. The grand Seignior is deeply 
-guilty of this cruel kind of idolatry : and 
J wiih it were not to be found too much in 
Chriftcndom itfel€ 
' Cuph. SbdoL 

• Euijl. Bur, God be thanked, we* are 
.fo clear from one horrid crime of the Pa- 
gans, that -we have nothing likeitin Ghri- 
Hendom. Cufi* 
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Cufb. What's that, Euiftor? 

XV. Oftheirworfluppingthcclcvil. 

Euifl. Why , it is the worjlhlpping the wry 
2)m/ himfelf. Which that the Pagans 
did, is manifeft from their temples and 
images, from the madnefs of their priefts, 
and from their facrifices. The Peruvians 
worfliipped two carved idols, a black 
goat and a longferpent^ both of them per- 
K&fymboh oiSatan^ and fuch as himfelf 
loves to appear in. In the city of Goa 
their pagods or idols are of fo deteftable a 
form, that no man can imagine how ugly 
and deformed they are: yet thefe they 
confult as oracles, and by the power of 
the devil have anfwers from them. The 
Qinois alfo worlhip a devil-idol Aatiding 
on an high, but fomething dufkilh, place 
of their temples, having two huge horns 
«n his head, with a mod tei:rible counte- 
nance, with fliarp claws inftead of hands 
aadfeet, and his head uglily ftarting out 
ftom the midft of his breaft, as Gotardus 
defcribes him. But the moft horrible de- » 
fcription of a temple is that of the king . of 
Calecufsj where they woilhjp his god 
Tieutno : for the true god Tamer ant he 
fcrves not, becaufe, tho' he made the 
World, yet he has given up the govcrn- 
tticnt of it, as they conceit, to T)eumo. 

Hh This 



ooi^ 
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This temple hag its entrance gartiUhed 
with numbers of devils made in wood 
arttiiciallv tamed and' carvi&d. In Ac 
midft ot the chapel there is a feat like 
athroncofbrafs, with a brazen devil ft- 
tiflg «pon it, witfi a crown on his head, 
like that of the Roman f^ntijf^ (as Jjui^ 
yitus Romnnus dcfcribtes it) out of which 
come three horns. There arc four othertf 
alfo that turn in after fuch a manner, a« 
that they feera to fupport his head. He 
has aifo four teeth ftanding out of his fi)ttl 
wide gaping mouth, and a threatning look, 
with terrible ftaring eyes, and hands with 
crooked nails like to hooks ; but his feet 
not unlike to a cock^s. In every corner 
of the chapel is likewife placed a devil 
made of brafs, with fuch ait, as th« he 
feems to be in the midft of flames wherein 
fouls are fcorched in m'oft direful manner, 
whom the devil alffi Is devouring up^ put- 
ting one foul Into his mouth with his right 
hand, and reachmg underneath at anodicr 
with the left. 

Cupb. J£ there had been written upon 
thfi walls of the chapel, Primus in orh 
IDeos fecit timor^ (as they fay there is in 
Msbomef^ Mofco's, Non eji niji Detts 
unus) all had been complete. 

£utjt. Can there be any thing poffiMf 

paralla 
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parallel to this, Cuphophron^ amongft oar 
civilized Europeans ? 

Cu^b. I think nothings xinlefs it be the 
religion of the SuperlapJarianSy the obje6l 
triicreof is itifinhe power unmodified by 
d^^tjti/iice otgooanefs : which is that ve- 
ry idol of Typion or ^rintanius I fpoke 
o£ Tor this imagination of amnipQtetJt 
fowtr and ^xmU afting without any regard 
xojufiics or goodnefs^ is but an idol, no 
^al thing* If it were, it were more hor* 
nble than the Indian 7)eupio, or any de- 
vil that is. But it could not be God : For 
God is love, and eycry thing a^ acc«»rdr 
iog to what it is. 

Scpb. Very well argued,. Cuphophron* 
* Piilop. In many thmgs Cuphophron 
&etn& to he on a more than ordinary good 
pm to day* 

Euift. But I believe he muH: ibetch hb 
wit to an higher pin than he has done hi* 
^^Oy to pretend to make any tolerable 
anfwo: to what follows. 

3CV1. OftheirlacijikuigixieiitQthft devil. 

. (hpi. Why, what ftrange thing is that 
^Hch follow^ Euiftor ? 

Euift. The f acrificing of men to the 
^viU Thofe of Peru frequently (acri- 
fice their children for the fuccefs of the 
tfwts of their Ingua, for health, victory, 

II h a or 
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or the like. The fon was alfo frequent- 
ly facrificed for the health of the father. 
They o{ Mexico had a cuftom of fficrific- 
ing of their captives. Whence their kings 
were often ftirred up by their priefts to 
make war upon their neighbours, to get 
captives to facrifice to the devil, they tel- 
ling them their gods died for hunger, and 
that they fliould remember them. The 
devil alfo himfelf is faid to appear in Fhh 
rida, ^nd to complain . that he is tbirfty, 
that human blood may be prcfently flicd 
to quench his thirft. 

The folemnity of facrificing captives to 
VitziliputzLy in Mexico within the palift- 
do of dead mens fculls is' mod honid and 
direful : where the high jprieft cut open 
their breads w*ith a iharp Aim, and pulled 
out their reeking hearts, which he firft 
fhew'd to the fun, to whom he ofiered it, 
but then fuddenly turning to the idol, caft 
it at liis face ; and with a kick of his foot 
tumbled flxe body from the tarrafs he flood 
ijpon down the ftairs of the temple, which 
were all embrew'd and defiled with blood. 
Thefc facriiices alfo they ate, and clothed 
themfel ves with the fkms of the flain. 

Cufh. Now certainly this cuftom of the 
Americans is very horrible and abomi- 
hable, thus bloodily to faciijSce men to 

that 
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thftt enemy of mankind, me devil And 
dierefore it were very happy if we had no- 
thing in thefe civilized parts of the world 
that bore the lead fhadow of fimilitude 
with it. 

Euift. Vfh^ have we any thing, C\t 
phophroti ? 

Cupb. Whry ? what is the greate'ft hor- 
rour that furprizes you in this cuftom, £u* 
iftor ? 

Euift* To fay the truth, Cuphophron, 
I do not find myfelf fo fubtiie and difiindt 
aphiiofopher as explicitely to tell you 
what, but 1 think it is, firft, That man- 
kind flioold worihip fb ugly and execrable 
^ oiSjeA as tl^ devil ; and then in the 
fecond place. That they fhould facrifice 
fo worthy and noble a thing as an human 
lody^ which is in capacity of becoming 
the temple of the Holy Ghoft, to fo de- 
t eft able an idol. 

* Cuph. You have, I think, anfwercd 
very right and underftandingly, Euiftor^ 
if you rightly conceive what makes the 
devil fo deteftAle. 

Euifi. Surely his fridcy eruslijt and 
malignity of nature, and in that %\l love 
and gaodnefs is extindl in him, which if 
he could recover, he would prcfcntly be- 
tome an angel of light. 

H h 3 JSati. 
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Bath, Eiiiflorhas anfwered . excellent* 
ly well, and like a jnyfttcal tbeologer. 

Euiji. To tell you the truths I had it 
oiitof tfacnu . 

. Cupb. But if he' has anfwered right, ft* 
thytions, it is a fad coD£deration, that ve 
have in the civilized parts of the world 
thofe that profefs a niore . odious teligioa 
than the Mexicai» that iacrifice meo to 
the devil, I mean, the Suferlapfarians.Tot 
the objeft of their vorihip is a God-idol of 
their own framing; that a^s merely accor- 
ding to 'u/ill and ptrwtr feqaefired from all 
refpe6l to either jufiice or goadfufSf as I 
noted before, which is the getmioe iska of 
a devsL To which idol they do not, as tb^ 
Mexicans, facrifice tfae#f^r^ bodies of inco^ 
but their Ytty fouls alio ; not kicking tfatm 
down a tarrafs, but arbitrarioufly tmnbting 
them down into the pit of hell, there to be 
cternaUy and unexprefEbly tormented, fir 
no other reaibn but becaufe this their dr^d* 
ful idol will have it fo. Can any reli^ 
be more horrid or blafphemous than tms? 

Hyl. I perceive you begin to be drawn 

dry, O Cuphophron, you are fain fo to 

harp on the fame firing. This is but yoof 

TTyphon and Areimanius you mcouonci 

before, I cxpefted {omc more proper and 

adequate parallelifms to Euiftor's freih ist 

flances, 
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(Uoces, efpecially to that of facrificing to 
the idol VitEiHptttzly* 

Q^h. Do yoa thick then, Hylobates^ 
that it is fo hard a thmg to find lomethmg 
in the civilized world more peculiarly pa* 
rallel to that dreadful ceremony ? What 
tluak you of the Roman Pontifi i 

Bmi^. How madly does Cuphophron'a 
fiacyrove? and yet how luckily had he hit 
ityif he had but made ufe of the ufual name 
Papa ? For tlut is alfo the title of the high 
pried of Mcxico^who facrifices men to Vit« 
ziliputzly^ as Jofephus Acofta f tells ul. 

Cn^h. I th«Dk you for that hint, Euiftor ; 
It feems then there will be n confonancy 
betvfixt the vctfoal titles a& well as an aiuir 
lo^ betwixt the things themfelves. 

iiiU I would gladly hear that anidogy, 
Cuphophroa Not that I fhould take any 
&ch great pleafure in finding the papacy 
fo^obooxious, but that it pleafes me to od» 
&rye the vcrfatil fleights and unexpeAcd 
turnings of your movable fancy. 

C»ph. Nor care I to tell you for either 
the (me or the other, Hylobares, but that 
I may adorn the province 1 have underta* 
J^tt in the behalf of the poor Paynim* 
The analogy therefore briefly is this : That 
as the bigbprieft of Me^co with his %^- 

cers 

f H^. iDd. lib. ^ f, X4< 



5 50 Of the Providence tfQ oa ^ 

cers pulled out the heart of the c^pthet] 
kicking down theit bodies for the ajjiftefits 
to eat their fiefii and chthe themfehes 
with their ^^x.* fo the Roman Pontiff 
by his cruel inquifitors difcoyering die 
true religion of the faithful ferrants of 
Chriftf wnom they hold in a forcible cap- 
tivity^ murthered them^ and gave their ^- 
ftates for a fpoil to his cruel minifters and 
flffiftents, to/^^i and clothe them. Does not 
this occur often enough in hiftory, Euiftor? 

Euiji. It cannot be denied, many thou* 
fands nave been thus butchered. , 

Hyl. But to wh(Mn were they fkcri£ced, 
CuphophronP you have omitted a princi" 
pal term that ought tu have been in the 
analogy. 

Ci(r/i^. I would I knew what Vitzlliputz* 
ly £gnified. 

Euift. If that will doyouanyferrice,I 
can tell you what it fignifies expreily out 
of Jofephus Aeofta, yiz^ t T^he left-hand of 
a Joining feather. 

Cuph. Very good, very good : have pa- 
tience then a little. Why may not then me 
fun eafily figriify Ae heayenly glory ^ or the 
glory ofQod; and th\$ fiining feather tht 
yain and foolijh pomp and ^ry of tbt 
world J or the pride of life f 

Hyl. That is not much (trained, CopBo^ 
phron ; -but what then ? Cufh* 

% HUl. Ind. lib. 5, cap. ^^ 
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Cufb. Wherefore as the high pried of 
Mexico pretends to facrifice to the fun^ 
fli«wing him the fmoaking heart of the 
€afhye when he has plucked it out, but 
prefently turns about, and does really and 
lubftantially caft the heart of thefacrificcd 
to the idol Vitziliputzly : fo the Roman 
high prieft, when he murthers holy and 
righteous men (under pretence of herefie) 
for denying fuch fallhoods and blafphc- 
ttiies as are only held up for the fupport- 
ing the intereft of the fapal fayereigfity 
cndfublimity^ pretends mefe murthers fa* 
crificcs to the glory ofGod^ and for the vin- 
dication of i&ii honour ;whenasthey are real- 
ly and truly bloody oblations and cruel h'olo- 
caufts offered u|j to that idol of abominati* 
ons, fride offftrit^ and yain mundane ^0- 
ry and fompy and a remorfelefs tyranny o^ 
Ver the fouls and bodies of men : which is 
fuch a quinteffential Lucifer^ that it is that 
Whereby Lucifrr himfelf becomes a deyiU 

Hyl All this from Vitziliputzly fignify^' 
y^% i^e left-hand of a Jhining feather. Ha^ 
ha, he. Wit and fancy whether wilt thou 
?o > Howmerrily^onceitedisCuphophron, 

Aat can thus play with a feather ? 

Sephr. I promife you, Hylobares, tha* 
the fancy of Cuphophron may feem more - 
than ordfinarily lu4ibiittd and lightfomely 

^ fportful. 
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fpartful, yet whait he points at feems to be 
over-lamentabl]^ true^ yiz. That maay 
tboulknds of mtioceai £bul$ have beeft 
snade burnt-offerings to the luciferian pride 
oixht Romtm bterarcby^ and they^m tf 
Cod (yrhkh ia ^ovfe than the Afte^dcans 
cafe) thus cruelly imd pei£4iouiIy famfi^ 
ced to ihcfirji'hirn of the deyih 

Emft. Tim ia ^oo true to contend Sr 
Hainft it. 

I^h I 'vriik it vete not fo, Sut in the 
mean tbne we can nevef take Cuphophcoi 
atalofs« 

Euifi. So tnetfainks, and I Imve but one 
kind more of ttagical iofiances to pofe hin 
^th. 

JCVH. Orfeir-Acttficeif. 

Euiji. In Gme parts of ^e Trorld they 
«e their own e^eecnttoners ; aa thofe ^ 
ifarcinga and JBiJkagary who eut their 
flefli ia pieces, and caft it on the idol's 
fiee, or patting a piece of their own flelh 
on die pile of an arrow, (hoot it up fiito 
the air in honour to their pagods, as G^ 
tardus wiiteisL After wluch ceremony 
they cut their own throats, o£mng theair 
felves a facrifice to their idol The kiag 
ofOjiHaav-e^ upon a filk fcafibld, in view 
of his people, after fome folemn waihings 
iftdprayersi havmg ficft cut off iiis nofe^ 

cars, 
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f ars^ Jips^ and other parts, Cuts his own 
throat, as a facrifice to his idoh Gotar* 
duSf as I remember, adds, that there is 
loud mufick foutiding all the time. This 
is done every jubilee. 

Cuj>k Whether Satan put them upon 
Ais mvcry out of his fcom and hatred oC 
mankind, or that he pleales himfelf in 
feeling his own power, or in feeing ex* 
amples of the great affeftion and fidelity 
tf his vaflals, (as imperious whores pride 
fliemfelves in commanding their lovers 
feme fignal hardihip or penance, as being 
tmore fure teftimony ( if they perform it) 
of a more than ordinary worth in them- 
felves, that has engaged them in fo 'per* 
fcfl: a bondage) or whether it be out of all 
dicfe put together, is not fo requifite to 
difpute. 

ifyl. No inore is it, Cuphophron, it i^ 
fi) little to the prefent purpofe. 

Cupb. But I was coming to fomething 
which is more near to the purpofe, name- 
ly, That the neareft to theie felffacrificer^ 
to Satan are thofe fad difciples of certain 
Myftae of tJark and fowr difpenfations, 
who, having no knowledge of a Deity 
W fuch as is reprefented unto them in the 
dreadful fliape of the Indian 'Deumo a^ 
Wc defcribed, (that is, mit and Powet 

dis- 
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disjoined from all jujlice and goodnefs ) 
having firft alnjoft n-ettcd apieces their 
very hcan-ftrings with tormenting thoughts 
and anxious fufpicions, do at laft either 
hang or drown themfelves, or elfe cat 
their own throats «, as a fad facrifice to that 
ghaftly idol which their falfe teachers had 
fet up in their. melancholized fancies. But 
no Amulet againft fuch diabolical impo- 
ftures comparable to that divine laying of 
St. yobtty God is love ; and be that Md- 
etb in loye^ abidetb in God^ and God in 
him. • 

XVIII. The meaning of providence in pexmitting fuch 
homd ufages in the world. 

Sopir. Thar is very profitably and fea- 
fonably noted, O Cuphophron : and tho' 
my judgment is not fo curious as to criti- 
cize on the perpetual exaAnefs of your 
applications of the fad mifcarriages of the 
civilized part^ of the world to thofe grofs 
diforders of the Barbarians ; yet your 
comparifons in the general have vety 
much impreflfed that note of Philotheus up- 
on my fpirit. That the more external and 
grofs enormities committed by the barba- 
rous nations^ are as it were a repreben- 
Jiyefatyr of the more^«^ and hypocritical 
ivickedneffes of the civilized countries ; 
that thefe ciyilized Jinners^ abominating 

thofe 
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ihofe wilder extravagasctes, may vithal 
give fentence againft their own. no-lefs 
wickednefsy but only in a lefs-ugly drefs. 
Whence it catioot be fo greet wonder that 
Providence lets fach horrid ufaces emerge 
m the world, that the more a£5:ightful face 
ofiin in fome places might quite drive out 
allfimilitude and appearance of it in others* 

Bath. True, Sophron ; but this alfo I 
conceive may be added. That divine Pro- 
vidence having the full comprehenfion of 
all the periods of ages, and die fcenesof 
things iucceeding in thefe periods, in her 
mind, permitted at firft and afterwards 
fome parts of the lapfed creation to plunge 
thetnfelves into a more palpable darknefs, 
that a more glorious light might fucceed 
and emerge. The lovely fplendor of which 
Divine ^ifpenfafion would not ftrike the 
beholders fo vigoroufly, tlid he not cad 
his eyes alfo upon that rej^on of blacknefs 
and lad tyranny of the devil in preceed- 
ing ages over aeluded mankind, fuch as 
Euiftor has fo plentifully difcovered. All 
thefe things therefore feem to have been 
permitted in defign to advatKc the' glory 
and adorn the triumph of the promifed 
MeJpaSy the true Son of God and Saviour 
of the world. 

S9^hr. That m^ very well be, Bathy- 

1 1 nous« 



• 5 j5 Of tie PrcHrldence 0/ God. 

nous* Nor Is it amr ihjuftice or fevetity 
in God to make ulo of the impe&iteocy 
. of jCnncrs to better pufpofes than either 
themfelves or wifer perfoas ^re many 
times aware of But we interrupt Euiitor 
by tiiis un(eafonable defcaating upon Cu* 
pliophroa's performances. 

, XIX. The.naadQeisoftfaeprieftsofthcPaga&s. 

Ruiji. I was: only a-going to add fome- 
tliing of the madncfs of the heathenifti 
pdefts, as the laft note of the fatanicalncfs 
of their religion. But it is fcarcc worth 
the while. 

Cufh. Nay by all means let's hear that 
alfo, Euiftor. 

Euift. That the iWi/w^f^J, the priefc 
of Bacchus y were mad, appears in their 
very name, whofe notation is from that 
diftcmper. The prieft of the Samadeej^ 
a people fubjeft to the Mufcoyit^^ bcg^°^ 
his holy things witii bovding^ which he 
continues till he grows mad with it, and 
then falling down dead, after orders his 
facrifice, and finiflies thefolemnityhc^*^ 
about. The Hoxiones alfo, or pricfts « 
Chinaj when they confult their oracles, 
caft themfelves on the grouiKi, ftretcbiog 
out their hands and feet, another rea^l^^g 
in a book, to whom are reiponfes .«iaac 

by fomc afiiftents that fing and c^'^f.^ 
^ ^ . ^ DOife 
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ftoifq with bells or cymbals. In the mean 
time the fpirit comes upon him that lies 
pjSoftrate, who, rifing with flaring eyes and 
diftorted countenance, falls a-prophefying 
and anfwering fuch queftions as the by- 
fianders denied. 

C«^i&. Thefe arc mad guizcs of religion 
iadeed,' and yet not ah unfit refemblance 
of as mifchievous a madnefs amongft too 
numy of our more ciyilized religtonifts. 

Emft^ I believe you mean the howling 
QytfierSy as uneiyil as they are* For they 
began in that tone ^at firft, and fell down 
d!ead in trances^ and afterwards , getting 
up fell a*prophefying^ uttering out of their 
fwoln breads very dark oracles, declaring 
againft all order and. ordinances, decrying: 
all reafon as a work of the flefli; and pre« 
tiding to an unaccountable fpirit, and to 
a light within that is invifibleto all with-., 
out who have not loft their fpiritual eye- 
fight. N<Mie conceive they fee it but fuch 
as ate either blind or in the dark^ 

Cupb. There are great and good things 
the Ujiakers pretend to, Euiftor, but 
tbey (oil them by fo wild a way of profcf- 
fion of them, and indeed in particular's 
fcem to contradift what with fo loud a 
voice they in the general extol. But that 
^dnefs I hinted at is more epidemical 

I \ z than 
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than thb fe^l, there being more befides 
thefe that never think themfclves ditine- 
ly-wifc till they grow ib ftaringly mad, 
that the eye of reafon ieems to have quite 
flatted out of their head, and fumes an4 
fancies to be the fole guides of then: 
tongue. 

Soj>br. I fuppofe, Cuphoohron, you 
perftringe that genera} dideafe of ungtf- 
y writable ettthujtafm difperfed up and down 
iQ Chriftendom. And yet there is another 
kind of religious madnefs more fpre^ding 
and no lefs mifchievous than this, 

Cupb. I pra^ vou what is that, Sophrm ? 

S^fh So nx.'d and fierce a belief in an 
infallible priefihood, that what they dic- 
tate for an oracle, be it never fo repugnant 
to $11 OMV outmard fetilfeSy to all our inter- 
pal faculties o£ imaginationj re/rfm and tm- 
derftandmgj never ib contradictious to 
whatfocver is bofy^ yirtuauSj or humane^ 
yet they embrace and ftick to it with that 
zeal and heat, that they fly in the faces 
and cut the throats of not only them that 
gainfay, but even of thofe that will not 
profefs the fame abominable errors with 
thcmfelves. If fo enraged an heat, kindled 
upon fo enormous a miftake as ^ never any 
lunatick could think or fpeak more contra- 
di^iouily} joined with as high outrages 

as 
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as ever mad-man did commit, for all man- 
ner of murther and cruelty, if tbis temper 
or fpirit be not the fpirit ofmadnefs^ and 
that of the highed ftrain^I know not what 
belongs to the ffirtt offobriety. 

Cupb. CertainW it mud be a great mat- 
ter that thus tranfports Sophron^and makes 
him fomething unlike his ufual felf. 

Sophr. To tell you the truth, I had 
mine eye on the Artolatria of the Roma* 
nifts and their article oi tranfubftantiation^ 
with all the wild concomitants and fequels 
thereof. 

Cufb. You could not have pitched up- 
on a greater reproach of the civilized 
world. I profels unto Sophron^ tho' no 
man can have a greater averlation than my-- 
felf from flighting- or reviling that which 
others embrace as the moll iacred and fo- 
Icmn point of their religion ; yet amongft 
ourfelves I cannot but declare, that this fig- 
ment of tranfubjiaptiatiim conijprifes in it 
fuch a bundle of Barbarities, of unheard-of 
fotti{hneires,and fa vagecruelties,that there 
is no one. thing parallel to it in all Pagatiifm. 
The manifold imfoftures of the priefts of 

the Pagans, their w^0CJ7C0({>ayla, whe- 
ther it be the feeding on theflejh of ene- 
rmeSy or entombing tbe bodies oftbeir dead 
friends in tbeir own bellies^ whether their 

I i 3 grofi 
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^r(>y} idolatries in the general, or thcif yi- 
crijficing men fo their idoh^ all thefe abo-. 
mmations are as it were tied together in 
this fifUtious fardel of tranfuhftantiaium. 
For was there ever any Indian fo impofed 
upon by their Priefts, as to believe they 
bad a power by a certain form of wcwds to 
turn a cake of noaize into a living tnm.and 
that the «iracle is done by them,, tbo' the 
cake of maize appear ftill to their fight, to. 
their touch, and all their other fenfes, as 
pevfc(5l a cake of maize as before? And 
huw can thefe look upon the Indians as 
fuch a barbarous people, for cither feed- 
ing on their enemies, or burying their dead 
friends in their own bowels, whcnas they 
themfelves profefs that they cat and grind 
a-pieces with their teeth, not dead, but 
living man's-flefli, and that not. of an ene- 
my, but their deareft friend and Saviour? 
Can any thing feem more barbarous thaa 
this > And then to uphold this figment, 
(which feems invented only for the pomp 
and vain-glory of the prieft, that he • may 
be accounted a ftupcndous wonder-worker, 
a creator of his Creator) to maintain this fi- 
ction, 1 fay, by the murthering many a 
thoufand innocent fouls that could not 
comply with the inipofture, what is this 

inferior 
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inferior to factificing Captives to the idd 
'^^tziliputzh^, as I intimated before ? 

Sof^r. I am glad to fee you^ Cupho* 
phrofiy fo heartily refem the unfiifierable 
wkeda^feiof that point of the Roman re- 
ligion. I thought yoa had been fo high- 
flexi^ js( philofophery that you had taken 
nb notice, .no not £0 much as 6f thefe grof> 
fer mifcarriages in the teligions of the 
world : which had been an unpardonable 
negleft. 

Cupb. If I flew higher than the ftrongcft- 
wingcd fowls are faid to do in the time of - 
peftilence^ yet the fcent and noiibmenefs ' 
of this crafs and barbarous mifcarriage 
could not but (Irike my nofirils *vcry ho&- 
ly, and detain my fight. 

Sofhr. The truth is, Cuphophron, that 
no phenomenon in all Ptoviaence has more 
confoundingly attcmiihcd me and amazed 
me than this oitranfuhjlantiation in all its 
cifcumftances. If the ptiefts of Peru had 
thus impofed upon thofe favages, how 
ihould we either have bemoaned them or 
derided them ! O poor Peruyians! O 
fottijh and tvitlefs Paynims^ deyoid of all ^ 
fenfe andtreafonj thai are thus Jhamefully 
impofed upon by their deceitful priejls ! 
Or elfe, O miferablc people, that muft ei- 
ther profefs what it is impoffible for any 

one 



0^^i Of the Providence of Gory. 

oae entirely in his wits to believe, or dfe 
muft be murthered by the grim officers of 
the Inguay incenfed againft them by the 
complaints of an impofturous and bloody 
Priefthood! But this to be done in the moft 
civilized parts of the world ! 

HyU Nay,this confideration would make 
any one figh deeply as well as yourfelf, 
but me efpecially. Does not this, O So- 
phron, fubvert utterly all the belief of 
Providence in the world ? 

Sophr. God forbid^ Hylobares. No, it 
more flrongly confirms it, there nothing 
happening to degenerated Chrldendom in 
all this but what is expreffly prediAed in 
the holy Oracles;* That in the time of the 
man ojfiny God 'would fend upon tbem 
that hyed not the truth Jlrong detuftotn^ 
that theyftjmld belieye a lig ; and particu- 
larly pointing ^t this reproachful figment 
of tianfubftantiation, tt is faid of the beafl^ 
that he Ihould f blafpheme the tabernacle 
ofGody which undoubtedly Is the body of 
Cbrijl; which, for the enhancing of the 
glory of the Prieft,they thus foully debafe 
and abufe. 

HyL Thefc things neither CuphopKron, 
as I think, nor myfelf are fo well verfed 
in as fully to judge of; but we prefumc 

much 
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much of your judgment and gravity, O 
Sophrori : which is no fmall eale to us for 
Ac prcfcnt, 

Cuph. In the mean time, Hylobarcs, I 
hope you have fpent all your force againft 
me and my Paynims. 

, XX. Of their reli'gioiis methods of liviag tn order to ^- 
ture happiods. 

Hyl. Not all, but tlie chicfeft, or rather 
in a manner all : for my other remarks oil 
the barbarous nations touching their reli- 
gions are more flight, and fuch as bear 
too obvious a refemblancc to the known 
mifcarriages of Chriftendom ; fuch as the 
ovcr-fevere, or over-loofe, methods of liv* 
ing in reference to future banpinefs. An 
example of the latter whereoimay be the 
A)ftrme of the Bouzii of Japan^ who 
teach the people, that if they pray but ta 
^idu and Zaca^ two holy men that lived 
licrc, and fatisficd for the fins of the 
^orld, tho* they do it but carelefly and re- 
miflly, yet they fliall not fail of cverlaft- 
^ happinefs. 

Emjl. But Gotardus taxes thefe Bouzii 
for a religious order of atheifts. 

C«/*. And yetfeveral fefts in Chriften- 
dom that would be thought no atheifts, as 
the Antinomians and Libertines^ and o- 
*er8 that would be loth to be noted by 

tbofe 
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thofe names, have too great an aiSnlty 
with thefe JSouzii and their fpUbweis la 
their life and doctrine. But I fpare thenu 
But what inftances have you of the oy^r- 
feverc method, Euiftor r 

Euifi. There is an odd example of the 
Jndian ^dutij who for a time lived very 
rigidly and feverely, but that difpenfatioa 
once being pafledov^r, they gave them- 
felves up to all diiTolutenefs, and con- 
ceited they might do fo with^ authority^ 

Cupb. That is very eafy to parallel ta 
the condition of fome fpiritualifts^ who, 
under pretence of having fubdued tlie^ 
fleih by more than ordmary aufteritie^, 
and of having arrived to the liberty of the 
Spirit, return again to the grofs liberties (^. 
the fleih, to the great grief^ and fcandal of 
the more fober profeflfors of religion. 

Suifi. Some chads votaries of the Turhs, 
fet a great iron-nng on their yard) ufi^g, 
themfelves as we do our mares that they 
may not take horfc. Thofe of. ^Mesac(^ 
flit that member for the fame devout put-; 
pofe. • 

Cuph. This is a fign that thefe chajle^^ 
yotaties are in good earneft. But to pre- 
tend to undertake a vow of chaility more 
firong than iron or adamant^ and ' yet. tor 
lie with other mens wives mther than to 

break 
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ifcak it, is fuch a myfterious- juggle or 
<:ontradiAiotts point of hypocrify, that the 
very j)agans would be aihamed of it. 

i^uift. They might be fo indeed, Cu- 
phophron, nor does there any thing of 
importance occur to my mind that looks 
like a fullen piece of feverity in P^. 
i^nifm^ but the fame may be pro- 
duced in the very fame terms in the pre- 
fcnt Romdnifin; as long and tirefomc pil- 
grimages, voluntary whippings and fcourg- 
^gs, immoderate watchings -and failings, 
^d the like.. Thefe are the exercifcs at 
fo even <:£tliem that ferve idols and wor- 
kup the d evil, a^ well as of them that 
pretend to be the genuine fervants of the 
•^f d Jefus. 

ffyl But is [there nothbg ohfervabic 
touching their opinions of the other flate, 
in order to 'whicn they may undergo thcfc 
ihardftiips ? 

XXI. Ofthelr opinions touching the <ytherftate« 

Euift. That is worth the noting, that 
^oft of the barbarous nations have fome 
glimpfe or furnuee of the foul's immorta* 
lity, and of a.fkte after this life. But it 
IS often niixed with very feat cpnceits. As 
^ey of Peru hold that after death men 
*at and drink and wantonize with womei^ 

Cufk. Who- knows but that xhey .may 

underiland 



34^ Of ^i^ Providence of G 

underftaad that myftlcally, as the f i^j^ 
Mns expound like paffages ia Mahomefi 
Alcoran ? 

Satb. BeiideSy thefe Europeans feem to 
me in fbme fort to fenmamzej that think 
they can by bargain and contraA buy fu- 
ture happinefs with money as we do fieUt 
and orchyards in this life; not confidering 
that ifparadife be not opened within ushj 
virtue of true regeneration into the divine 
life, all the wealth in the Indies will not 
pur<:hafe an entrance into the eternal /^ 
radife in heaven* 

Euift* The Br ammans bX£o mxhc Eaft- 
Indies have a mod ridiculous conceit touch- 
ing the tranfmigration of fouls, namely, 
that the reward of a virtuous foul is, that 
Ihe may pafs out of a man's body into the 
body of a cow« 

Cupb. That's ridiculous indeed, if the 
expref&on be not fymbolical, and hint not 
fome more notable thing to us than we are 
aware o£ For that the tranfmigration of 
mens fouls into the bodies of beads has s 
myftical or moral meaning both Plato atiJ 
fome of his followers have plainly enough 
intimated. 

Euijl. And Gotardus exprefly writer 

that thefe JSrammans had the .knowledge 

of Pythagoras and of his philofophy, than 

which 
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tilucH nothing was more fymboticaL I 
will produce but one obfervable more^ and 
then give Cuphophron, or rather myfelf 
oio farther trouble. For Cuphc^hron turns 
all off with fport «nd plcafantry. 

Cufh. You have produced nothing yet, 
Euiftor, at all hard or troublefome. 

Euiji. Nor will I begin now : for it is 
only that they of S>. S0hiiJHan4€ la Pla- 
ta have neither image nor idol. 

Cupk It is a fign they are the more pure 
Worfliippers of the Deity, 

Euiji. If they be not atheifts : but that 
which I w^s gcHng to add was that fond i- 
fijaginauon oftheirs, that after death they 
fliould come into a pleafant . pkce which 
thiy dttamed to be fituatcd beyond certain 
^ills, which they could point atwith thcit 
fagers, 

^ Cufh. It were a queftion worth the fta^ 
ting, whether this ./wtericanMJyJtum or the 
fchokftick Emfyreumie the more likely 
^^ndez^tms of bleiTcd fouls departed this 
life. 

HyLl pray you, ; what think you of that^ 
Cuphophron ? 

Gufih I think the c(ehim empyreum of 

the fchftols is a chUdifti fiigtn^nt. For.what 

ground is there that the firft hea^n fliould 

^*-Ciihifcal, unlefs it be for the young an- 

• . Kk gelick 
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gelick ikapes to vfUf their gigt on the &t 
ddd fmoQuk floor thiteof ? Whcvefbee Atf 
fade Indiant^ fo far tt I kfiow, mty come 
Mif^r ilie ttitfk thici the fiibtil fichoahaoB^ 
the' thej bo^ feem to me widely etiOB^ 
to mifs It, 

Hyl Bw:I sciifortiiemi/^rraxwofthd 
fchools rather than fer that elyfum of the 
Amcticaiis* For the Afrterftan dyfium it 
fome-where^ yiz4 beyond rfie hills ^ 
^fe df 5. Sibafiian d9 h Plata tife to 
point at. But if the empyrmmi of the fichodf 
be a tnerc chikTifh figment, it Is no^whtre. 

Cupb. Tbeve^aa reafon indeed^ Hyl«^ 
bares ; how can h the^ be the rod nendn^ 
fcms of fepamted foiils I 

HyU Separate fouU atie fpirits, Oiphd^ 
^ron^ but fpirits «re tio-where : wlieie 
can they therefore more fitly have thcic 
rendizyaut than in the fchddftiek #rr^^-' 
tm^ which iafio-whet«ialfo? 

Cti/^iS^4 Shame take you, Hylobafev, bate 
you nit on that piede of waggety oneea« 
gain? Is this all the thanks I hare for be^ 
i&ting myfelf fo floutly to eafe ycMrag- 
jgrieyed imagination, that was ib 0pppiBbi 
and bnrthened with thtf eonfideri^kMi of 
•Che fkd fkem of aJfairsi io die 9^0 woild 
ftnd fl;gei i 
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« plfixlties. 

- JSfL Ibr that friendly olEcc 1 recurit 
jou nuiw tbMks, O C^uphophron, an^ 
flVoA coatefs jou h^Y4e in yovr attempts 
jQ^cwfi a great d^l ol ycm,u\ity of wit 
aad xmiiblead& offuxyj tmd that not with^ 
^IK a^ voixt^v^ o£ ioTR^ folxditj Ibmo^ 

, Cij^i, Th^^s a paradox uidc«4 r why 

fi), I pray you, Hylobaressil 
J^ For your ^xidi^mo^x ^^vBig j»f ^e* 

toally t9 fi^w tbat tbing^ w^f e as ill in is; 

nmnsr ia the civjlac^ parts of th« worlds 
asiuthe barbarouS) tlMs was wtto eafe 

.^ ^ my iad perplexing thoughts, but ta 

•fe4<mble the burthen^ and make the ways 

^ JProyi^ewe ajppear tp me twca as difmtt 
as before^ 

Cufk TH9 Hylobarea bus a^nund t9 
baffl.^ mC| atid nvike me ttdieulpuily ua- 
&ccefsfUl In erery tbuig I attekipt. Dix£ 

.1 fi^ot perii^ in; the way that Philotheus^ 
himfclf fecaied to point at, w* to vnde- 
Xsave your ftncy, that waa fo horribly 
•ftnick wkh the ftrange enormities of the 
Pa^ap world, by intimating that for the ci^ 
vilized nations, that you had a better coti* 
,Mit o{^ %h9$ the heacheo were ia a xnan-^ 

K k 2 ncr 
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ner Httlc worfe in their opinions and prao- 
tifes than they ? . 

jF/y/. Nay, Iconfefs, Cnphophron, that 
that was pretty well levelled at my fancy. 
But in thus quieting my febcy, ybii haTC 
roufcd up my fcaron, fo give me a more 
lading and invincible difqui^ than I la- 
boured with , before. For my reafon tcHu 
xnc, that if the worid be all over fo bad in 
amannerasit isin the barbarous countries!^ 
T ought to be lefs fatisfied with Providence 
now than ever. . ' ' 

• Cufh. Alas ! Hylobares, I am fony I 
have made your fore ^irorfe, but you muft 
make your addrefs to him who prefcribcd 
the plaiftcf. Philotheus w^ the phyficiaB, 
I but his Surgeon or apothecary that ad- 
miniftred the jphyfick according to his prd- 
fcript. He ought to fet you right again by 
his greater Ikill, 

Phihib. I pray you deal freely and in* 
genuoufly, Hylobares, are you really 
more pinched than before? or is it a 
counterfeit complaint and ii piece of fport- 
ful drollery with Cupbophron ? 

Hyh To deal plainly with you, Phi- 
lotheus, it is mixt. But I am very much 
ftill diflettfcd, and therefore implore your 
farther hetp. 

Phihth, Will not thij confidwatidft, 

Hylo- 
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Ifylobarcs, both fcafc your fancy ahdgra' 
my yonv reafon too, That upon the ob- 
fervatlon that there arc fome very fottifh 
conceits and pra<5):ices even in the civilized 
world, where alt things otherwifc look fo 
chearfully and fplendid, we may- alfo 
conceive the like of the barbarous nations, 
and not immerfe or defix our thoughts on 
thofe things only which ^rc fo reprehcn- 
£ble and hideous amongft them, but think 
there may be much alfo of natural gaiety 
and jollity, and that that dark fcene does 
not-bccloud all times, places, nor perfons? 
Hyl. That's well fuggcfted, Philotheus, . 
and is accommodate to the relieving one's 
melancholy a little. Whwcfore becaufc 
you have begun fo well, I tpray you hold . 
on,^ and communicate to us the thoughts 
which your own iSence all this time and 
our difcourfing may hare occalioned yoa^ 
to pitch upon, in order to a fuller and 
more perfect cure of my prefent malady. , 
Fcfr it is no more than you promifed, and : 
Ihope Philopcdis will fee that ydii.. keep * 
your word.'' 

^ PhSopn There^necds no othfet oSliga*-'- 
tion, I dare fay, for Philothcus to do that : 
office of friendfliip, than his own goodnefs : 
and fincere zeal for the truth, and. hearty . 
iciixe.of delivering fouls from ^thc. bond* 

K k 3 ; agc^ 



Age erf" ignorwcey Aod the rack of drab 
«adtaxiery kiib great mauers^ 

ilate of the world msLynol.ht la bod aSv ixieWb61)rcr< 
luAory nmy Mprdent It^ 

PUlab. 1 wiih I vere » able at I tti> 
ivilii^g in thflit Jdad, PhilopoUs* But I 
wiit attempt it» and that two wt.y%. ¥k% 
by flbewing that the wodd auiy not be (^ 
coonnoujly tU as Hylobares his mcUtkf 
chol V furmifiEis it I Secondly^ by tuaditS^ 
tn tyfdiiefis which, if emhraced, will: 
otainly make good^ that be the world u 
md as it wlU^ yet it is not lasoofiAeOf' 
with the DiTine goodnefs (which we eoQ- 
tcnd is the measure of hta Fwvidence) m 
|)ermit it. . , - 

Ifyl I^ thft^ {econdy Philothcusy were ft 
remedy indeed, fuch as would quite ern^ 
dicate all future poffihiUty of (och diS 
dences as I labour lUKten But I iltftf 
willingly luive you toeat of the fiifi la the 
&tfk place. 

Pbibah. CupliophrQa wkh a gvetf dctt 
of dexterity .<^ wit anfvered the jpaiwular 
inftances chat Euiftor produced ot the tOfA 
iigly u&ges amoogft the barbarous rat 
tioQS. lihaU only rehearib oertaia kief 
iiesds^that willfmre ini^neralto break the 
ibtce of fuch argumeata ar cither otheil 

o£kr or offer thcm&lvea;to qcv tbosg^ 

• . . to 



M^ 



l» itivdicUte fh^ Mkf ic^ fiieh «a cxafl^ 
flcfs of Pwrkltnice ts veptead for, nd 
Mdly pretend to iflkfinr, dutr iftiin verg 

kSrmtbew9rld ;: ai j^oa m the begumuig; 

Kunplained, Hylobares.. 

. li^ Thst hoKvk (qiuOidtty iir tbe» 

fcges oftliebart>arras2iiti0asprefleth httd 

Iftwtrd ilitt coodiiifiofH Shtlodiaos ; efp^ 

.4idly vhefta^msais^ kmaeffiBd in v^lmk 

choly. 

/%//iM)ft. Bot dbtt yira be act tbMtaftei^ 
ib ttfily iflipofed upon. Id me de/Ire yoif 
to remember thofo: eoniideratioDS that i 
MS emr ftfid tMn thinkmg on all thU 
imt y<m'vere difcoucfiog. Aa 

mmgs tlutt are fatfcvwiethcr they rmi. 

Ettendt&be eye^vitneflea them* 
vtSy Of take thkigs up upon the repoiti 
a£etfaa& Old men: aad nvvelleiv maj^ 
fie by audhDrky, as it ia fiud in the jpra 
verb^ Wherefore either negligent enqiujy^ 
m the Tanity aad afie^iadoct tff telling 
fringe thinga, may fill hifloriea iwith ma^ 
Vif fibGeaarraiiom; and &tho' Euiflor did 
not im»ad to deeeiv!e:Guphaphrai^ yet he 
suay haply have exercifed his \iiit in fcvei» 
fal objects that never hoi any exigence 
hut in the pages of Uftedographer^. And 

therefore 
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therefore I could not but fmile to fee hew 
nimbly Cuphophron analyz'd the politicks 
of that cuitorn of , the high prieft's lying 
with thekingofCalecut's bride the firft 
. ni^t, as if it were a de£gn that the foa 
of a priefl and the heir to the crown ihould 
concur in one perfon : '. whenas the fons of 
the king do not fucceed in the kingdomi 
-but his nephews on the fifter's fide, as A- 
loyiius Cadamuftus tells us in his navigati- 
on to thofc parts. . 
. PhUop. That's very ftrangc, Philothc- 
us. I pray you what may be the reafoA 
of it? 

. Phi^tb. He fays it is this ; becaufc the 
queens of Calecut are perpetually attend- 
ed by no lefs than ten priefts a-piece^ (for, 
according to him, the king has two queens) 
and they are often, compreiled by thcffl-J 
.which hie is. perfuaded to be for his honour 
fo to be dealt with ; but this mixt off-fpiiQg 
not to be fo fit to fucqeed as heirs to the 
crown. . 

Philopi This quite fpoils all the witty 
defcant that Cuphophron made on th^ 
fuppofcd cuftom^ \i Moyfius Cadamujli^ 
be a more credible writer than LuJoW^ 
Patritius. 

Euift. Which is a very hard thlng^w 
prove, Philopolis^ 
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; Fhiloth. But in the' mean time hiftori- 

ms contradi6l2hg one another, or di^er- 

ing fo much in their narrations, makes 

things fo uncertain, that no wife man will 

fuffer himfelf to be bom do^n by ftorley 

into any anxieties totichingProyidence,'^be- 

fore be be well aflured of the truth* of 

them. I am fure Epicureans and atbeiftf 

are very'eircumfpeCl how they believe 

any ftotiea about apparitions or witcheS| 

tho' never fo true, left they Ihould be 

difturbed in their minds with ovjer-urgent 

• iufpicions. of the cxiftence of Qod* Why 

Jboutd they then that believe there is a 

.God from certain, indications of him, be 

caft into anxieties abbut Providence from 

zfioties and reports t}tat ^re uncertain ? 

HyL That^s but a tcalonablc cautiofl^ 
>Phildth^uf :• I pray^yoU go on. . ' _ " 
: Fbiloih. And a fecond is thij[| , • , ,- • 
•That touching ceremonies a$ . pefeconi 
iRrell ctytl , as rmgiaus^ and; twn, 
moft of all opjmonSy we are to 
confider, there may be laid down the nac* 
ration of the j[yiw!to/j without atiy key of 
Mytbohgj ^dded thereto.^ Of ;which fori^ 
for ought I know, may be the Brammans 
• tranfmitting the fouls of the beft jncn into 
:thc body of a cow; a thing as likely as 
Jupiterh carryipg£«ro]ptf on .his qacjc 

through 



n 
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they live,) who haw this tf aditi<ki afttodgft 
them, That Gh)d ihot a multitude oF -ar- 
rows into the groisad^ fix^ki whence fpntffg 
men and womeni and that thtis the world 
was peopled ? 
Xjufh. It rssij be it is aiiddie c<mceniifig 

. Hyl. What, a youthful conceit has youf 
fancy flipt into, O Cuphophron ? 

. KjUph. It is good enough to allow !• 
niongft the Americans. 

nyl. What? then you have left off b^ 
ing Advocate-generul for the Paynims. ^ ' 

Cuph. It were no wit to defend them ifl 

fo flight a matter. 

Bctth. It may he the firft autliqr of that 
imigma needs no defence,the pisirablebcart 
foftir an analogy to thatpaflagefomewhcre 

in Plotihiis/ras J/i/Ya$.i^ycu oJoy^^oMi 

.. ^^» ' ; ^ , •. ...: / ■ •' '. ' * 

CmB. Why, do tou: think, : Bathyntm^ 
that rythagoms or riato ever travelled ta^ 
to America? 

Batb. No, hut there may have bcca 
wife mfen in air p^s of the fearith, for'ought 
I know, who in fymbols.and patables ha^^ 
ijrfculped the memorials of their wfdcffl 
in the minds and memories of rude pe<^ 
pie J as fome walking m folitary; woods oc 

groves 
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groves carve their names in the barks, of 
trees, which grow with the growth of the 
tree they are carved on. But it may be 
in a little time men know as little of the 
meaning of ttiefe parables, as the flock or 
bark of « tree does of the perfon whofc 
name it beats. And to tfell the rude pco* 
pie of the myftical meaning of their tradi* 
tional allegories, as if the ftory were but a 
parable, but the myftcry the truth, would 
be as harfh to their minds, as it would be 
hard to a tree, if it had fenfc, to have the 
true effigies of the man whofe name it bears 
carved on it, in lieu of the name which it 
has already, and which has grown and 
fptead. in the bark with the growth of the* 
tree. It would be as dolorous to them as 
^g the incifion-knife to carve their live 
flelh. And therefore it would make them fu- 
rioufly oppofe the manifeftation of the truth. 

Hyl. What pretty unexpefted fetches , 
has the thoughtful mind^of Bathynous ! But 
I eagerly defire that . Philotheus would 
bold on in his propofed method. 

Philoth. In the th^rd place there- 
fore, Hvlobares, you are to confi- The third 
OCT, that the prejudice of cuttom tion. 
^ay fo infeft our fancies, that for 
fatter of ornaments of the bcdy or other 
civil ceremonies, we may unawares tax 

• LI* thofe 
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thofe that «f c reaBy m godd as dur oML 
There is a grest krtkudc k ibefo things^ 
and t&ejr y^y cycn in ifcc «wff cifilfwd 
places from one extreme tfo mother, tsi 
that very rften in one age: and tie hkhn 
cf ourfkthers or ^and^hors leefti as^ftnm^ 
to us as thofis of Grangers and fereigncrs^ 
Hfh This is a point that leaft of alttwt 
felcs me, Philotheus. 

Philoti. But fi)ttrthJy,as *»««>■ 
TheibuBth rj^i deformities and extMrVtfafr 

on, eieSy It has f^een hJMcd ^m^^ 

that therebeing folly and wcM 
nefs all over the world, it is beete? tkcre 
Ihould be this variegation of it, rfian tiwt 
it ihouW be every-whcre in the fomeditfe; 
that feeing it out of the more femiJiai; Iwr 
bit, we may the more eafily dife^bm tbesg- 
linofs of it, and the more courageouiyfcoiJt 
at it, and fo at laft heartily deteft ft, be it 
in what mode or halbit k will. Thus is va- 
nity and vilenefs laughed and jeai^ st^ 
ven upon its ownftage, wliile it i^ift die- 
ting, and in due rime will-, it tmy te, 
quite be hiflfed off the Aegc by the fpcfl^' 
tors ; tliat is to (ay, they will be as w«ci 
aQiamed to fram^ Airk afid^ifmaJ'iM^' 
ginathns of God ^ as xo -wor/bip^ rJ^ devHi 
and to live a^ if there tuere no God i^ ^^ 
Tvorld^ aa li>frofef$ openly they fbmktbgre 
is none. Sofhr, 



Stfir. I piray God haftcA tho£e times^ 

Piikf. Amen, I pray Gdd, 

Phihtb. Fifthly, you are to coo- -j^ ^^^ 
Idcr Hyiobfttes, that this tcrrefiri- confidcxa- 
«i globe is the very dregs of the ^'^''• 
world, and the mod proper region of evilf 
md that therefore to judge of the full be- 
Wgnky of diviste Ptovideoce by vrhat w^ 
md becc, werf do* meafur« the happke& 
ef CttDse fatriDufiy-Aottrilhrng and excellent^ 
IjrweU Qr4ered city by ihe coodkion of 
t^m that Jive ii& the hofpitals or goals* 
For^ accpKUng tio the qpMikm of the imcir 
cnt philofophers, Philo, Plato and othcra, 
there may be many aereal and sfhcfseal 
CHMiCMmaiiMtt'iolM aboYe thU earth and Jbotsrer 
m wp\\ r^icfuflsied with happy fcmds or 
^ita, (Wfih « are arriv^ to xhu cooditir 
n. iht^ FJiKgrch &ts down in this migma^ 
that they are the citizens of that regioQ^^ 
wtie)?e the tAhabittots eai w meaty nor do 

Hyl. Thait^s a good and comfortable 
COQ&iejration to tbofe that rejoice more vol- 
tW good of the utuverfe than their own. 

rhilotb. And thofe that are fuch ,j^ ^,^^ 
curious enquirers inta Providence c(>hfiac»* 
f«»ght to be fo minded. But I pro- *''''*• 
fi*ed. Sixthly, therefore, coniider, that 

lii Z what- 
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whatfocver evil mankind groans under, 
they have brought it on their own heads 
by their difobedience and revolting frotti 
the Fifft Good, and by preferring the full 
fwindge of the animal life before the order- 
ly pleafures and warrantable joys of the 
iiyine. 

Sopbr. And therefore, Philotheus,! think 
we have greater reafon to magnifie the 
mercy of God, when we fee any fad objeft 
in the world, that every man is not in fo 
ill a condition^ (whenas we have all niade 
ourfelves obnoxious thereto) than to repine 
ftgainft Providence^ becauie we fee feme 
are. 

Pbthth. You fay vety well, Sophron ; 
and we may alfo add. That there are ve- 
jy few in the world fo miferable, but they 
would take it very hainoufly of any oac 
whom they utiderftood to go about to take 
away their life. 

Becaufe (which is to be obfc^ 
Theftrenth yed in' the feventh place Vtha 
PH. lapic of man (as touchmg happi- 

nefs)is but intoleflfer enjoyments, 
out of God's blcffing (as the proverb is) 
into the warm fun ; he catchuig at good e- 
vcn then, if we may believe Socrates, 
when he cloCes with^hat which we ought 

in 
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in fuch circumftances of defea or obliqui: 
ty to call by the name of evil. 

Sophr. And good reafon too, PhllotheuJ. 

Philotb. Eightly, we are to 
take notice. That in-the moft dif- "^^^l 
advantageous parts of the world on. 
there is a poffibility of emerging 
out of the wickednefs and ignorance of 
the place, if a man be fmcere : if he be 
not, bis hypocrifie is *>/(» faiio punilhed. 
For thofe that of lata years have gone a- 
bout to convert the Indians to the faith, 
have found them very, capable, and not 
only fo, but exceeding witty and fubtil, 
nodiing inferior to the civilized nations, as 
I have heard from them that have madtt 
obfervatiotJ. And I doubt not butif Eui- 
ftor would make it his bufmefs to fet out 
the commendable things amongft the bar- 
barous nations, as much as he has thofc 
things that look the moft horridly and re- 
ptoachfuUy, it would alleviate Hylobares 
his mclaacholick conceits of things very 
tnuch. 

XXIV. Ejedlent inftances of moraUty eyen in the moft 
barbarous nations. 

EuiJI. I muft confefs, Philotheus, that 
I meet with fuch fpecimina of peace jind 
righteouifnefs amongft the barbarous natt- 
oas fo called, that it were defirable we 

1, 1 3 could 
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could And th(^ lii^e smofigft vs Chnftums. 

X^e bcirbjitrous Aniericans thetiQ&lv^ fc^ 
future happinefs from th«fc principles; 
prppiiilpg that prize to the ^uft and peace- 
lul^ aad adjudging the injurious^ cruel aod 
covetous to a dark, flippery afid difcaafiif 
late pilgrimage after this lite, Ybere the]^ 
fhall cut their feet with hard iints, and 
enjoy no coipfprt, r^ft^ nor q^ii^t id aay 
thing. Whence Hathney, a Beryyian ao^let 
man, wpuld not be baptUed, becaufe he 
lyould not go to the place where the cniel 
and cpvetous Spaina*rds went, tho' they 
filled it by the fpecious name of b^ayem, 
I ihcmld think ^s much from fear of being 
in like condition after this life with thefe 
bloody man^ayers, qs out ef deteftatioa 
of tbeir accurfed company : wfaofe iafati- 
qble defire after gold made them lA&fie? 
rably injurious, to the fhame of all £2fari» 
i^enqom, a^ if they had no other God but 
this ; as a Bra£lian upbraided to thes),wfaa 
took up a wedge of gold, faying, Behdd 
tj^e God of the Chriftians. 

Sophr. So eafie a thing is it fer one fioa 
of wickednefs to reprpach another. 

Euiji. But if you rcj^d but the deferip- 
tiqn of the countiy of Mangi in the Eaft* 
ipdics, and of their king Fakftir, as PauIus* 
V^netus fets tilings d9wn, with what ]v£^ 

ticc^ 



WW idmwifti^dt «fi4 with what &cumy 
tliey livffdy ttid How (juicly ftr^ipg^ry fm^% 
tnvel night tod ddy through all parti 
sThis Urge kiagdom, aod that tho' tradeiC^ 
men left open their fliops by nighty qq 
nta would enter to fieal any thing ; yon 
vouid beftov e better title <m ^c(e uire^ 
ly^ O SapHron, than you did on the Spii* 
fiiard or Brafilianu 

Sojph. They fe«m to d^ferve a better^ 
Euiftop. 

Eui/i, The Uk» ch«fit4^r ptmcuUrly 
4oas t^udoviciis PatritHia give of the city 
Gimboia, aYerriflg th#t th^y k^P tnoft 
profc&dlv to thet ro^yii law, Qifod tiHj^^ 

Hyl But where fiad yw any fiich C5?. 

«mplqgk the W^ft-Ji^iAt Euiftor?. Fp» 
that t< the moft n^pfii^^ t^^QSi of bar^4^ 

niy. 
JS^. It ea«i)<tt hn d^^i^t A^^d y«t 

you fee they hay# a difcrlsiiiaAtion of 

good and evil, by thf t (kty pf fiatin^y. 

the BrafiHan. And e^ffia tb^t peoplf^ 

%iuch .^ptiriciuF^thiS defrribes ^n hi* 

firft yoyage, to hfi ^% reipme frqm ftll th^^ 

yiAck ^ eall civility as MP b^, they bs^i 

jag without gpvemmet^t, l^tw^, or c^otht 

«<^gi yet thexr huimnity and kladaefs tQ 

itrau- 
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ftrangers is faid to exceed all belief; thej 
teceiving them when they were landed 
with all expreffions of joy and gladnefs, 
with fongs and dances, with mirth and 
junkettings, oflfering them every thing 
they found pleafing to themfelves, and 
doing all honour and refpeA imaginable 
to them» inviting them by their friendli- 
nefs and hofpitality no leU than eighteen 
leagues into their country, and entertain* 
ing them thus liberally nine days from 
place to place. And as they waited on 
them in fuch numerous companies, if they 
ftw any of the ftrangers wearied, they 
would of thetnfeives eafe them by carry* 
ing them in their hamocks, and were won* 
derfully officious in conveying them over 
rivers, by fleights and artifices they had, 
for both their cafe and fafety. Happy he 
that had the opportunity of fhewing his 
kindnefs to any one ot them, in getting 
him on his back or neck to fwim over the 
river with him. With thefe high, but na- 
tural, {trains of real civility and humanity 
did they con.du<5l the ftrangers alfo back a- 
gain to their (hips. Where they having 
entertained them for a day, and after given 
them notice that they were to go away 
next morning, the natives having fuffici- 
cntly pleafed thcAifelves in Yiewing and 

admir- 
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admiring the largcnefs and artificialnefs of 
thc|r TclTels, they very friendly took 
leave, and left them. 

Cupb.'lt had been a pretty experiment 
to have Ihot ofFfome of the Cannon while 
thcfepoor ignorant Paynims were in the 
midft of their aftonifhment and admiration. 

Eutft. They did fo, Cuphophron^. ha- 
ving no defign to experiment aiiy thing, 
but only to difcharge a gun or two accotd- 
Iflg as is ufual on fuch occafions. But it 
had a ridiculous e.j!e6t 

Ckiph Ijpray you tell what, Euiftor. 

Euift. Thole that wcreon the Shone 
leapt into the fca, and dived ; as frogs af 
frighted at fome fudden noifc or diflu^ 
bance leap frotn among the grafs or flags 
on the bank into the river. - 

Cuph. I underftood before they were 
able fwinim'ers. 

Euifi. To admiration, Cuphophron. 

Sophr. But that was not fo well done 
of Americus and fiis company, to terrify 
^hem fo with fo fudden and dreadful a 
noifc, after all their civilities. 

Euifl. It fpar'd them indeed, but they 
foon perceived the ftrangers meant them 
J^o hurt^ and they had no grounds of fear* 
ing any injury from them, being cenfci. 
^us to themfclves of nicamng them none, 

and 
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and of laayiag done all kindncfs to them 
^ey could. 

Philbth. You fee, HjIoWes, liow 
mudi of the Uw of rsafim and go^dsiefi b 
implaoted even in 4;faQ{e nations tliat are 19 

ihc Mmoft faachaa^w^ they tite (^uXi£»'3^ 

'Tro^ Lovers of irratikmd, or tJ^iXS^ew. 
^/jf . Why may we not theu add tlm: 
which follows in Hemer. 

* Pbilotb. That's ^ very iHg)i eKpf affi<«> 
EuiAer, lor thcmj but aot vnapfdicsible 
tothebcftfertof Chriitians« I^orourown 
acligm teftiiks that Godishye^ radlb* 
Jbw if tie fulfiUii$g rf th kv* 

HyL Iti;sitc;hfftr£ul i^Vi&l^tgmKii ^ 
there is the emergency oT^b snuch ftM4 
W A people thit fscoi^ in j[9 ftu^lid and 
forlorn a condition, and fo ujst^ly hapd^fi^ 
Pisktk B*t isa#gmer Hylo- 
c^u^ l^afips, n Bgtiofi <v country i» a« 

^ ' ^* fq)iid^ai»d. foflom 41 cmdim^* 

yoij villf llaU may tlfb, ia thf 
ninth place, 4»fiP your ftncy, That tto' 
t}i^ fwce/fioSL 4^ f\i^jlpL §, f^don CQnim^ 
&r niwy txg^f yet jh^ fwticiJiK 6)tflf 
th9i,t m^ ^9 thk fucpeiSioti in fuch a diP * 
Adv*«ag«0wi a^od<e/ their ftay is huf 

tcr 



lerthktife.Sb^thAt their Hay here is nothing 
li compuriCbfi of their duratton hcceafter. 

Hyt. This indeed were fomething, Phii^ 
fotheus, if their quitting of this life were 
a releafe from atl that eyil that hangs 9> 
boof them here. 

Phihtiy. Who knows^ Hylobarcs, but 
the prcfent difadrantages to them that are 
fincere m*y ^ove odyamages to them in 
the other ftate ; and by how much mor« 
foreiWy they feemed to- be bom down to 
' e^l he^, tBiat by the fpecial Providence 
of God, at the releafement of the foul 
fiom tlie body, there is rii^ mope ftrong 
and peremptory re^emy from this for£d 
tcgiem of mrifery a^d fin ? 

jF^. If that be, your argument is not 
ieroid of force, nor do I know how to 
confute it. For I know you will fay, that 
whatever good does accrue to fuch finccre 
feuls, it is in virtue of the miracukms re»- 
Vdaticwi ofytfk'S Chr^ to them. 

PW^J>. You conjcfture right. 

Bjil But ^at &3\\ we think of thoie 
barbarians in whom there never was an;^ 
tbb^ of the lEfimte life, nor My motal 
polubiUty of acquiring it ? ^ 

Pbiloth. If this were, which » 
fcard to admit, I muft confefs I '^^ 
^QuldnotthiakfblKuidlyQfGod. tias. *- 



57^ or ^^^ Providence of Go o. 
as. to imagine that they muft anfwer fot 
th^i depofitum that never was putjnto 
their hands. And therefore it were the 
fafeft to conceive, which you may note 
in the tenth place, (nor can we define any 
thing more determinately therein) That 
they will be comniitted to fuch a- (late af- 
ter this life as is moft fuitable and proper- 

tionabU to fuch ^ creature. To 
S^fiA:- which you may add in the laft 
lation. place, That on the ftage of this 

earth, a thtoughly-caftigated bo- 
dy, tho' it be the fitteft habitaclc forthc 
^hifte light and heavenly life to abide in, 
yet it is nwre inept for the enjoyment of 
that more full and fenfible fweetnefsof the 
animal or beftial ; and that fo reflexive and 
animadverfive a fpirit as the foul of mafl 
given up wholly to the pleafures of the th 
nimal lite reaps an higher meafure of de- 
light therefrom, and that with more pun- 
ftual and pompous circumftances, thafl 
any beaft .whatfpever. Son^ remember thjt 
thou in thy life-time receiyedjl thy good 
things^ &c.. 

XXV. Curihophron's rapturous reafons "wjiy God do^ 

not cUflbl ve the world, notvithftanding the grofs mij- 
carriagcs in it ; with Hylobares and Sopliron's folid am- 
madverfions thereon. 

Cuph. I partly underftand you, Philo* 

t^eu$, and cannot but applaud the felici- 
ty 
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l^f o^yoMX inventien; -that - has' hit upon fo 
many and fo vpertiacnt' confiderations to 
bear up the mmd of Hylobares from fink- 
ing into any diftruft of the goodhefs of 
Providence. But, me^hinks, I could add 
one confideration more, to make the num- 
ber even, and fuch as will meet with the 
tnoft pafHonate ■expreffion in Hylobares* 
tomplaint ; as if- God ftiould rather dif 
folye the world in an high indignation »• 
gainft the mifcarriages 01 it, than puffer it 
to go on in fuch a tviU c^urfe as it feems 
to have done in the manners and religiotis 
of the moft barbarous Pagans. My medi- 
tation, I muft confeft, is fomething meta- 
fhyfical ; but I hope it is not tibove the ca^ 
pacity of Hylobares to imderftand it. 

Philoth. That he wiH beft know when 
you have delivered yourfelf of it, Cupho^ 
phron. • i «\ 

Cuph. The fum of it is to this purpofcj 
(and I wifli myfelf better fuccefs than for- 
taerly, for I have been very unlucky in 
ft^y delivering myfelf hitherto)' That the 
uniyerfal objcft of man's" underftanding, 
religion and vfeneratibn, is much-what ac- 
cording to that infcription in the temple of 
^s or Minerya in Sais^ an anticnt city of 

Mm ' ' K, 
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ivhatfoeyer rvas^ is^ or is to come ^ and no 
mortal hitherto has ever unccfvered nq 
yeiU This I conceive is the bidden Eflcncc 
of the eternal God, who is all, and from 
\^hom. all things are in fuch fort, as that 
they may in Ibme fenfe be £ud fliU tabe 
bim. 

Hyl. This is hypermetaphyficaly Cu- 
phophron, very highly turgent and myftcri- 
ous. What do vou mean ? That God is fo 
the eiTenCe and fubfianceof all things, that 
they are but As dependent accidents of 
him ? tf there were nothing but matter in 
the wprld, this riddle would be eaiily in- 
telligible in this fenfe, and all pbsrmuM 
what-cver would be but the modifications 
of this one fubftance. But for my own part, 
I was abundantly convinced by the firS 
day's difcourfc, That there is an Immff^ 
able Suijiance diftinft from that of the 
moyeahle matter t which diftiniftion is fo 
palpable, that nothing can be faid to be 
God in any good fcnfe but God hiidfelf, 
at lead no material thing can. 

Cuph. You have almoft (Iruck quite out 
of my thoughts what I was a-going to fay 
next, Hylobares* 
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PhiUp. Cuphophron fcems to be fyll 
of fomcthmg ; I pray you give him l^avc 
to vent hitnfelf. 

Cufh. I have recovered it. Now I 
fay, whatfoever is rcprefented to the foul 
is not God himfelf, but fome exterior 

manifcftation : rQ¥ yap ^fjiov '?r€7rXoi' «• 

w/^ ftdi ^vyrroi ilxs^%ako\€V. And 

whatfoever is more eminent and extraor- 
dinary, nature from religious complexions 
has eaiily extorted veneration thereto, it 
heiqg as it were a more fenfiblc appear- 
toce or yifible Qiiring of that great God- 
head that inhabits this auguft. temple of 
the world. Wlierefore God and his holy 
temple filling 41II places, the paffionate 
motions of all creatures arc a kind of 2><* 
yine vforjbif^ they cvery-where iJeeking 
and cromcbing to him to enjoy fome bene- 
diftionof him, or elfe finging his praifcs 
in triumphant accents, and inlranfporting 
cxpreffions of their prefent enjoyments i 
feme even wafting themfelvcs in the com- 
placency they take, tho* in but fmallcr 
matters which he beftows on them, or ra- 
ther permits ihem to take them, tho' he 
could wilh they would make choice of 
better. But thefe, tho* ifinalL in them- 
selves^ fcem great to them that are pleafed 

M m 2 with 
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with them; thefe'leffer pommumcations 
of the embodied exctHencics of the Dei- 
ty fo fiUing.thpir puflllanirtious fpiiits with 
joy and rapture, that they even willingly 
forfeit all the reft, and turn as it were 
martyrs- and felffaqrificers to but fo faint a 
ihadow or fcant refemblance of the firft 
ntxcvcate^.ferfiliiM .; wjiofe beautiful nai 
tui-e is foiidly born witnefs unto by fo rea- 
dy and conftant a profefllon, (tho' many 
times with fad after-inconveniences) and 
by Co religious an adhefion to fo flendet 
and evanid emanations thereof. Which 
miftakes therefore (hould in all likelihood 
move pity rather than vengeance in the 
Deity, whofe meaner gifts are To highly 
prized and received with fuch eager devo- 
tion. Wherefore as uglily difordercd as 
the affairs of mankind feem, Hylobares 
has no reafon to conceit that God's veu- 
geancie muft be prefently poured down 
upon their heads, they not fo much re- 
proaching him, as befooling themfelves, 
by their ill choice. 

Hyl. What think you, Gentlemen? 
has not Cuphophron made a very raptu- 
. rous harangue ? 

■ Soj>hr. If the full fli^am of his fancy 
and eloquence had not carried away his 
judgment, and milled it into fuch fcanda- 
^ ^ lous 
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lous expreiltons as well as real tni(lakes» 
the mufick of his words had been no of 
ftnce to mine ears. But to me it feems 
the remainder of ycltemight's refvery 
which he fell into when he had fo plenti- 
ftilly imbibM the evening-air impregnated 
with the moift influence of the moon, 
which it feems has given him this fccond 
intoxicatien. For tho' his words pafs* the 
tongue very glibly, yet the fenfe of fomc 
j^ffages fccms very unfound to me,, and 
to be rather the wild fetches of wit and 
fancy, than the fuggeftion of true reafon : 
As that they that make fuch an affe6lioiv 
ate choice of* meaner good things^ plea-t 
fore, fuppofe, inftead of virtue, feemnot-- 
withftanding religioufly to give glory ta> 
God, in that they fo highly eftecm thefe : 
lefler fliadows ot that fulnefs arid 'peif«- 
6lion that is in him ; whenas really it is ai 
reproach to God, to have thofe things* 
that are Icaft likchhn preferred by a ratio- - 
nal creature before- thofe things that* are 
tnoft like him, as true virtue and -the 2>i- - 
yine life ihoft- certainly is. T4iis therd- - 
fore is extravagantly^ falfe and >fcandal<y»s^. 
Befides that it is agrofsaffront-^ to the^Al-- 
mighty, whenas he bids us make' choice > 
of one thing, that we will make choice of/ 
aoothen . 

Mm ^: iljlj. 
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Hyl. You have fald enough, O Sophion, 
to enervate all fuch flight prctcnfions. 
The(c'moanJbMe conceptions of Cupho- 
phron are very abortive, and fuddenly 
vaniili in fo clear a light. Befides, if 
there had been any force of reafon mingled 
with his high-flown eloquence, what 
makes it to the tnain defign, That Provi- 
dence has its rule and meafure from the 
Divine goodnefs ? 

XXVI. Hylobares as yet unfatisfy'd touching the good- 
nefs ol Providence, by reafon of the fad fcenc <rf thinp 
in the world. 

Philop. You unmercifully fall upon the 
rear of thofe many conHderations ^hich 
Philothcus and Cuphophron have jointly 
ofiered you. But what think you of the 
wliole body, Hylobares ? Is your foeptir 
cifm in this point fo powerful as (till to be 
able to bear up againft them. ? 

HyL I muft confefs, O^hilo{>olis, 
that many things have been fuggefied 
from Philotheus that are very confide^ 
able, and much to the purpofe they aim 
at : but I am fo in love with the opi- 
nion, T'hat the ^•oodnefs of God is the 
vteafure of bis Providence^ that the dc- 
fire I have it fliould be true, it may be, 
maketrthe defence thereof feem weaker 
to me than it is. I muft ingenuoufly coa- 

fefs, I do not find myfclf fo perfc^ly yet 

at 
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ftt eafc in my ^Ind touching this matter; 
and Cuphophron's ihrewd reflexions on 
the analogies of the mlTcarriages of the ci- 
vilized nations, which they bear to thofe 
of the moft barbarous in manners and relt- 
gion, have rather rankled the fore than 
healed it, and have made it the more in- 
curable. 

Cuph. Was ever man fo unfortunate as 
I ia my oificioufhefs to Csrve my friends 
vni\x that fmall pittance of wildom that 
God and nature have befVowed vpoii mc ? 
When I x^onjhrewdlyj that is to fay, 
foOMy^ then I/^r the fore; when my 
arguments oaturally tend to mollify, foften 
and aifwage the anguiih of the fore, then 
they are weak, abntivi:, moon-ihine^on- 
ceptim^ Well, 1 fee the fates caft the 
whole honour upon Philotheus of curing 
Hylobares his maladyl And I wiih him 
good fuccefs therein. 

fhilotb^ I thank you, Cuphophroo. 
And I ihall foom find out what my Utccefe 
is like to be, by asking Hylobares but 
<H^e queftion. 

Hyl I pr^y do, Philotheus: I {hall 
anfwcr you with all freedom. 

Pbiloth. Tell me then, Hjrlobarcs, 
"V^rhcther you do not think that fome fre« 
agents, wheAcr the fpiiits of angels or of 

men, 
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men, may not fo misbehave thcmfelvcs, 
that if you faw them tumbling in ftiffing 
flames of brimftone, and heard them howl- 
ing for extremity of torture, and hidcoufly 
blafpheming God out of an impenitent 
vexation of mind' and diabolical fixednefs 
in that which is evil, being committed to 
a ftate of devils and of hell ; whether, not- 
withftanding the dflmalnefs of* this tragi- 
cal fight, you cannot eafily conceive but 
that fuch a ftate of things, tho' it were all 
over the face of the earth, might confift 
with the ji4jlice2JiA gpodnefs of God. 

Hyh With that part of his goodneft 
which we call jujjticey, yoxx mean, PHIo- 
theus. 

Philoth. Beitfb, Hylobare?. 

Hyl. That I was convinced of yefter- 
day, by your parable of the deflower'd 
virgin, and the condign punifliment rf 
the villain that deflowered her and abufed 
her fo barbaroufly ; that, even in fuch fc- 
verity as tended not at all to the emenda- 
tion of the punifhed,- the infliftion not- 
withftandingofthe punifliment might have 
its rife and take its reafons and meafures 
from goodnefs itfclf. 

Philoth. Can you flick to- this without 
any diffidence, Hylobarcs ? 

Hyl. Yes furely, this feems to me . a 
clear cafe. XXYU* 
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XXVII. An hypothefis that will fccure the goodncfe of 
Provideoce, were the (ceoe of things on this earth tea 
times worfe thaii it is. 

Philoth. Why then, Hylobares, I have 
one fingle cathohcon^ which, if you can 
receive it, will quite purge out of youi 
mind the loweft, the laft, and the lead re- 
maining ditegs of diffidence that you can 
have touching the goodnefs ofProyidencCj 
the' the fcene of things quite over tb^ 
earth were ten tiioies worfc than Euiftor 
has defcribed them. 

Hyl I marry, Sir, this is fomething In- 
deed, Philothcus. This is that which 
ynWl clear wp my thoughts to the purpofc, 
and fet me at perfcft eafe. I thought 
there was feme great thing wanting ftill 
to the full fatisfaftion and quiet of my 
mind: I befecch you let me know it 
therefore, Philotheus. '^ 

Philoth. It is one of the t^o famous 
hys of Provide rice f even the golden one* 

Hyl. Why, are there juft two ? 

Philoth. Two main ones. 

Hyl. And if the one be gold, I pray 
you what is the other ? a filvcr one ? 

Philoth. So they call it. 
\ Hyl. O how I long to have thefe keys 
delivered into my hand ! I pray you, 
Philotheus, produce them. 

Philoth. tlot while Ba^hynous is in the 
company. HyU 
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Hyl Why fo^ Philotheus ? Bathynous 
fcbms one of the worthicft pcrfons in the 
whole company to receive them. 

Phili^h. You would fay fo, if you knew 

aU. 

Hyh Iprayyoxi conceal nothing from 

me. 

Fhihth. It was he that lirft received 
them, and that maay years ago, when he 
was fcarce older than youifelf : An4 
therefore none of us thblc it decorous » 
to take upon us to deliver thefe keys to 
any one while he is in ptefence, we ever 
yelervii^ that honour to him that firft re- 
ceived them. 

Byl. That^a an handfome ceremony. 
thrice happy youth, whom the bright 
face of wifdom fo early fliined upon ! Bo^ 
I pray ypu, where did be receive thefc 
keya, Fhiktheusf 

Piii$!tt. In a dream. 

Hyl Wliat, haa all my cxpcflatiofl 
then vanifhed inix) a dream f 
^Etdjl. You kaow, Hylobancs, ^^hat 
high . flraitw of phiCofi3phy are d^lvered 
in fomnium Scipoms. 
' Hyl. You fay light, I waa but in jc^i 
and expedl nb kls truth now, nor « 
meaner itnportance, than before. 

Euiji. 1 pray you, Bathynous, vhj 
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kind of dream was it ? For there are five 
fcvcral forts, according to Macrobius *, 

namely, ^'Oveto^^y ^'O^OLyLOL^ ^0YifjLOLli(j'' 

juo$, *Kyu7Cvioi^y ^(LrtOLffyia. 

Batb. Truly, Euiftor, I have not yet 
coniideted that fo critically, never fince I 
had it. 

Euijl. But you could eafily tell me, 
did I but defcribe the matures of thefe 
five feveral forts of dreams to you. 

Hyl. O impertinent Euiftor, that wouldil 
caule fuch needlefs delays by catching 
at this occafion of fliewing thy Ikill in en- 
tical trifles, whiles I in the mean time am 
almoft quite confumed with excefs of 
defire to have fo important an arcanum 
Communicated unto me, for the eftablifh* 
ing my mind in that great and fundamea* 
tal truth I fo eagerly feek after ! 

Euijl. Let me beg of you, Bathynous, 
to put Hylobares out of pain, for I fee he 
is highly impatient* 

Bath. It is a dream I had in my youth, 
of an old man of a grave countenance and 
comportment fpeaking unto me in a wood^ 

Euift. That very intimation fliews it 
TO be thatlcind of dream that the Greeks 

call Xp>]jLtar/(rjLto$/ Hxc Zatines oraculum. 

Hyl 

* In fooin. Scip. lib. i. cap. 3. 
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Hyl. A good omcx^ Euiftor, I thank 
you for that, I'll forgive thee all thy cri- 
tical impertinencies hereafter for this paf- 
fage fake. 

Euifi. And I will joititly beg of Bathy- 
nous to tell us this dream of his^ for I am 
almoft as eager of it as yourfelf. I would 
fain fee how exquifite an example it is of 
that kind of dream which in Englijb wc 
ihould call an oracle. 

Bath. I profefs, gentlemen, I am much 
aflia^ed to feem fo light-minded as to tell 
my dreams before ftrangers, efpecially 
before fo grave a perfon as Philopolis, 

HyL The proper term, Bathynous, is 
]iot a dreanij but an oracle^ 

Bath. But I am more afiiamed to pre- 
tend to fpeak oracles than to tell my 
dreams. 

Cuph. You did not fpeak the orack, 
but-tne oracle was fpoketo you. . 
• Bath. But if 1 had not fpoke it after- 
wards, Cuphophron, none of you had c- 
ver heard it, 

Philop. Call it a dream^ or an oracle^ 

01' an oracular dream, it matters not, Ba: 

thynous, fo we may enjoy the hearing of 

it. For I am neither fo unikilful nor mo^ 

rofe as to have the flighter conceit of any 

one for telling his Jfream, efpecially ia 

fucb 
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fueli ctrcumftances : xay^ I tliinkit is his 
^viXy raibet fo to do. 

Ma^h. WeU tben^ fince it muft be fo^ 
gentlemen, upon the permi/Son of Pbilo- 
jpolU aod the knportufiity of Hylobares, 1 
tbitl rectte to you my dream as exquifite* 
ly and briefly as I can. You muft know 
then, firft, rhilopolis, of what an anxious 
and thoughtful genius I was from my ve- 
iy cMldhood^ and what a deep and flrong 
wnfc I had of the exifience of God, and 
\riiat an early confciencioufnefs of approT- 
mg myfdf to him ; and how, when I had 
trrived to riper years of reafon, and wds 
knbued with fome flender rudiments of 
pWlofophy, I was not then content fO 
think of God in the grofs only, but began 
10 confider his nature more aiQioStiy and 
acaaraoely, and to contemplate and conv 
pare his attributes ; and how, partly from 
the natural fcntiments of my own mind, 
partly from the countenance and authority 
of holy (cripture, I did confidently con- 
dude that infinite former^ iffifdom and 
goodnefSf that thefc three were the chiet 
eft and moil comprehen£ve attributes of 
the divine nature, and that the fovcrcign 
of thcfe was his goadnefs^ the fummi ty 
and flower,, as I may fo fpeak, of the 
2)w»acy, and that particularly whereby 

'N a the 
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the fouls ormcn become ^iyine ; v^hentt 
the iargeft communication of the other, 
without this, woidd not make them (fi- 
v/W, but deyils. 

In the mean time, being verfed in no 
other natural philofophy nor metaphyiicks 
but the vulgar, and expeAing the laws of 
the external creation, whether vlfible or 
invi£ble, fi^ouldbe fuitable to that excel- 
lent and lovdy idea of the Godhead 
which with <the nioft fisrbus devotion and 
affection I entertained in my own breafl, 
my mind was for « long time charged 
with inextricable puzzles and difficulties, 
to make the phttnofnena of the world and 
Vulgar opinions of men in any tolerable 
w^y to confort t)r fuit with thefe twtf 
chiefeft attributes of God, his tvifkim 
and his goodnefs. Thefe meditations 
clofcd mine eyes at night ; thefe fainted 
my memory the firft in the morning: 
Thefe accompanied my remote and foli- 
tary walks into £telds and woods fome^ 
times fo early, as when moil of other 
mortals keep their beds. 

XXVIII. Bathynous his dream of the two keys of Provi- 
dence, containing the above mentioned hypothesis. 

It came to pafs therefore, O Philopolis, 
that one fummer-moining haying rofe 
jnuch more early than ordinary, and hav- 

iog 
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log walked fo lofig. in a certain wood 
(which I had a. good while frequented ) 
that I thought fit to reft myfelf on the 
ground, having fpcnt my fpirits^ partly 
by long motion ot my body, but mainly 
by want of flcep, and over-anxiau? and fo- 
licitous thinking of fuch dif&cuhies as Hy- 
lobares either has already, or, as I def* 
ciy'd at firft, is likely to propofe^ I 
firaiglitway repofed my weary limbs a- 
mongft the grafs and flowers at the foot of 
a broad-fpread flouriihing oak, where the 

Sentle freflx morning-air playing in the 
lade on my heated temples, and with in^ 
expreflible pleafure refrigerating my blood 
and fpirits, and the induftrious bees bufi- 
ly humming round about me upon the 
dewy honey-fuckles ; to which nearer 
noifc was moft melodioufly joined the di- 
ftanced fingings of the chearful birds re- 
echoed from all parts of the wood ; thefc 
delights of nature thus confpiring toge* 
thcr, you may cafily fancy, O Philopolis, 
Would quickly charm my wearied body 
into a profound fleep. But my foul was 
then as much as ever' awake, and, as it 
it feelns, did moft vividly dream that I 
was ftill walking in thefc folitary woods, 
with my thoughts more eagerly intent up- 
on tho{e ufu^ difficulties of Providence 
than ever, N n 2 But 
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Bat while I vn% in this great atiiciety 
and earneftnefs of fpirit, accompanied (as 
frequently when I was awake) with vehe- 
ment and devout fufpiration^ aini €§aaila- 
tions towards God, of a fudden there ap« 
peared at a diftance a very grave and ve- 
nerable pcrfon walking flowly towards me. 
His ftature was greater than ordbary. 
He was clothed with a loofe filk garment 
of a purple colour, much lik« the In£an 
gowns that are now in fafhion, faving diat 
the fleeves were fomething longer and 
wider : and it was- tied about him with a 
J^yitical girdle alfo of purple ; and he 
wore a pair of velvet flippers of the fame 
colour, but upon his head a Montero of 
black velvet, as if he were both a travel- 
ler and an inhabitant of that place at once. 

Cufb. I dare warrant you it vras the 
sj^oftoffome of the worthy anceftorsof 
that noble family to whom thefe woods 
4id belong. 

HyL You forget, Cuphophron, thatBa- 
thynous is telling of a dream, as alfo (this 
third time ) tl^at ghojisy that is, fftrhs^ 
are no-where, and therefore cannot be 
met with in a wood. 

Fhilop. Enough of that, Hylobares, I 
pray you proceed, Bathynous, and de- 
fcribe to us his age and his looks, as well 
as his clotliing. Cnfi^ 
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Cupb. I pray you do, Bathynous ; 1 
love alike to hear fuch thbgs as thefe pua- 
ftually related. 

Bath. Did not the ruddinefs of his com* 
plexion and the vivacity of his looks feem 
to gainfay it, the fnowy whitenefs of his 
hair, and large beard, and certain fenile 
ftrokes in his countenance, fcemed to inti- 
mate him to be abont fixfcore years of age» 

Sephr. There is no fuch contradiftioa • 
in that, Bathynous : For Mofes is faid x» 
be an hundred and twenty wh^n he died^ 
ttid yet hts eye ivas not aim^ nor his na> 
tural force abated \ But, I pray you, 
proceed* 

Batk While he was at any diftancc 
fiomme,. I fteod fcarlefs and unmoved;?, 
only, in reverence to fo venerable a per- 
fonage, I put off my hat, and held it in 
»*y haittd* But when he came up eloferv 
to rne, the vivid fulgour oi his eyes, that 
fllone fo piercingly bright from under the^ 
fludow of his black Montero, and theL. 
whole air of his face, tho' joined with a:' 
^ndcrfol deal of mrldnefs^ and fw-eetnefs^ , 
iid fo of a. fudden aftonlfcme, thafclfelll 
ttto an exceffive trembling, and had^not-: 
^n able to fland^ .if hehad not laid his > 
liand upon my head, aad^fpokea com&rt^ 

H n I ably^/ 
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ably to me. Which he did m a paternal 
manner, faying, *• BleJJed be thou ofGod^ 
** nty fon^ be of good courage^ and fear 
•* not ; for I am a mejfenger ^ of God to 
** thee for thy good. Thy ferious afpires 
" and breathings after the true knowledge 
** of thy Maker and the ways of his Pro- 
^ vidence (which is the moft becoming 
** employment of every rational being) 
" have afcended into the fight of God; 
** and I am appointed to give into thy 
** hands the tv/o keys of Proyidence^ that 
•* thou mayft thereby be able to open the 
** trcafurcs of that wifdom thou fo ansi 
" oufly, and yet fo pioufly, feek'ft after.'* 
And therewithal he put his right-hand in- 
to his left-fleeve, and puUM out two bright * 
Ihining keys, the one ofjiher^ the othci^ 
cfgoldy tied together with a fky-colourcd 
ribbon' of of a pretty, breadth, and deli- 
vered them into my hands ; which I re- 
ceived of him, making low obeifance, 
and profefling my thankfulnefs for fo 
great a gift. 

And now by this time I had recovered 
tnore than ordinary firength and courage, 
which I perceiv'd in a marvellous way 
Communicated unto me by the laying of 
his hand upon my head, lo that I bad 
acquired a kind of ^aiy confidence and fa* 

miliariiy 



Of the Ffovidcnce of Gof>l 389 
ftullarity to oonverfe with him ; and 
therefore, tho' with due civility, yet 
without all fear, methought I faid farthcf 
to him, .Thefe are a goodly pair of keys, 

my father, and very lovely to look 
upon : but where is the treafure they are 
to open? To which, fmiling uponmei 
he ftraightway replied. The treafurea, 
my fon, be in the keys themfelves. Then 
each key, faid I, O my father, will need 
a farther key to open it. Each key, faid 
he, my fon, is a k^j to itfelf ; and there* 
withal bad me take notice of the lettera 
emboiTed on the filver-key, and there was 
the like artifice in the golden one. Which 

1 clofely viewing in both, obferved that 
the keys confided of a company of linga 

^clofely committed together, and that the 
whole keys were all befpattercd with let* 
ters very confufedly and diforderly. 

i^t the letters of the keys in right or* 
der, then faid he, and then pull at their 
handles, and the treafure will come out. 
And I took the filver key ; but tho' I 
could move the rings by thrufting my 
nails againfl; the letters, yet I could not 
reduce the- letters into any order, fo that 
they would all\y in ftraight lines, nor was 
there any fenfe in any line. Which when 
that aged perfonage faw^ You muft firft 

know 
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know the mottOj faid he, my fon : That 
is the k^ offbe^ key. I befeech you then^ 
faid I» O my father, tell me the motto. 
The mottOy faid he, my fon, is this^ 
Claude feneftras^ ut luceat donms. HaV* 
ing got the motto^ I fet to work agab^ 
and having reduced thofe lettera that 
made up that tntato into d right line, I^ 
holding the lower part of the key in my 
left hand, puU'd at the handle whh my 
right, and there came out a fiiver tube^ 
In which was a fcrcdl of thin paper, as I 
thought, but as ftrMg as any vellum, and 
as white as driven (how. 

Having got this fcroU, I took the bold- 
nefs to open it. The figure thereof was 
perfectly fquare, with even margins ott 
all itdes, drawn with lines of a fky^co^ 
loured blue, very perfbft and lovely. la 
the midfl was deictibed the figure of the 
fun in blazing gold : About the fun w!iere 
fix circles drawn with lines of the fame 
coloured blue. Two of thefe circles were 
irery nearthebody of the £m\ the other 
four more remote both from him and< 
from one another, tho? not in equal di* 
ftances. In every one cf thofe circles 
was there the figure of a little fpeck like 
a globe, but of two diftin6t: colours ; the 

one fide toward the fiui fiuamg like iil* 
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Vcr, the other being of a tlufldfh difco- 
loxired black* Aboot thofc litclc globes in 
the third and fifth circle there were alfo 
drawn Icffer circles of blue, one about the 
third, and four about the fifth: and in 
each of thefe circles was there alfo ft 
fmall globons fpeck, of a lefler fizc thaa 
thofe m the middle. Something there was 
alfo about the globe of the fixth circle, 
but I cannot remember it fodiftiniUy. 
Beyond thefe circles there was an inn\i« 
incrable company of ftanlike figures • of 
gold, of th« fame hue with that of the 
fun, but exceeding much lefs, which 
carclefly fcattered, fome were found a 
•pretty diftance from the margin^ others 
towards the margin ; other fome were cut 
in two by the blre line of the margm, as 
if it were intimated that we ihould under« 
ftand, that there were ftill more of thofe 
golden ftars to an indejfinitc extent. This 
fcheme entertained my gazing eyes a'good 
&ne : for I never had feen fuch before, 
and was refolved to imprefs the lines 
thereof perfeftly in my memory, that I 
^ght afterwards difcourfe more readily 
thereof with this venerable perfonage. 
For I knew the purpofe thereof by the • 
infcription on the upper margin, which 
^as, The truefyfiem of the world. Hav- 
ing 
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ingthus fatisfy'd myfelf, I rolled up the 
fcroU again, and repoilting it in the iUYef 
tube^ ea£ly thraft m. the tube into the o 
ther part of the key, and difordering the 
line of letters that contained the. motto^ all 
was lockt up again.ikfe as before*. 

Having pleafed myfelf io well with 
opening this firft treafure, I had the more 
eager dcfire to allay the other ; and know- 
ing all attempt to be vain without the 
Jcnowlcijc pt the motto or key of the key^ 
Ibcfought that Divine fage. to impart it 
to me» That I Iball do right willingly^ 
faid he, my fon : And I pray you take 
fpecial noticcL of it. It is, amor Dei lux 
anima. An excellent motto indeed, faid 
I ; the key is a treafure itfelf. Houcvct 
I fet me to work as before,, and reducing 
the letters to (uch an order that a line ot 
them did plainlv contain this mott^^ I pulf 
led at both^ends of the golden key, as I 
did in the filver one, and in a goldefl 
tube continued to the handle of the key 
there was a fcroU of fuch paper, if I tniy 
fo call it, as in the other, exceeding white 
and pure, and, tho* very thin, yet not at 
all tranfparent* The writing was alfo 
terminated with even margins on all fides 
as before ; only it was more glorious, b^ 
ing adom*d rrehly with flower-work of 

gold, 
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SM, veraulion, and blue. And I ob« 
Tcd that twelve fentences filled the 
whole ofeUy written with letters of gold. 
The firft wa«, TTbe meafure of Providence 
is the IDhine goodnefs^ which has no 
hounds but itfelfj ivbicb is infinite, i. The 
/bread of time and the expanjion of the u- 
merfcj fie fame band arevf out the one 
endfpread out the other. ^. Marine fi 
undtbeabyfs ivere before the light y am 
the funs or fiars before any of^mefs or^ 
fiadow. ^jiUintelleSlualfpirtts'thater^er 
^ere, are^ or ever flfoU be^ fprung up 
itfhbtbeU^bty and rejoiced together be* 
fore God m tie morning of the creation. 
5. In infinite myriads of free agents Hvhicb 
^tretieframers of their onxyn fortunes^ 
it bad ieen a wonder if they had alt tf 
them taken the fame path ; and therefore 
'fin at the long run pook hands with opa* 
city. 6. ^ much' as the light exceeds the 
fiadowSy fi much do the regions of happi- 
nefs tbofe of Jin and mifery. 

XXIX. His bang fo rudely and forcibly awaked out of 
fo Divine a dreanii how confident with the accuracy of 
' Providence. 

Thefe fix, Philopolis, I diftinftly re- 
member, but had curforily and glancingly 
caft mine eye on all twelve. But after- 
Wards fixing my mind orderly upon them, 

to commit tfiem all perfeftly to my me- 
mory, 
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mory, ( for Idld tiot expert th«t I mig^ 
cany the keys away with me home ) by 
that time I had got Uirough the £iuhapho* 
nfxBf there hadcooie up two offiss behind 
me out of the wood, one oa the one fide 
of the tree, and the other on the ether^ 
that fet a-braying fo rudely and fo loudly^ 
that they did not only awake^ but almoft 
affright me into a diicovery that I had aU 
thia while been but in a dteanu Fos that 
aged grave perfonage, the filver u(i 
giolden keys, and glorious parchmestt,, 
were all fuddenly vani&ed,, and I found 
mjrfelf fittlmg alone at the bottom of the 
fame oak where I fell afleep^ betwixt twa 
Yudelybraying aflTes* 

Euiji. Thefe ace the ufuat expUiita, 
Bathynous^ of this kind of antmaU Juft 
thus was the nymph X«^i, lying faft a* 
&ep on the grafs in a moon-fhine-uight, ft- 
wakened by the loud braying of SiUmu 
his afs. AiTes are as it were the trumpet* 
ers of the foreft, Bathynous, that awaks 
Carelefs men out of deep fieeps. 

Hyk If your memory did not &r furpafs 
your famy^ Euiftof, you would not be fo 
good an hiftoriaa as you ai*e. Surely the 
braying of an a{s is more liiie to. the blow- 
ing of a neatherd's or fwlbeherd^s horn 
than to. the found of a trumpet, fidides^ 

die 
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Ae braying ofSthnus his afs wa$ th^ fav- 
' lag of the nyroph's virginity: But this, O 
£uifior! O Ba^ynous ! was there ever a 
iQore unfortunate mis-hap than this ? This 
flory has quite undone me. It has wounded 
my belief of Pfovidence more than any 
thing I have yet taken notice of. That 
God ihouldever permit two fuch duil ani- 
mals todifturb fo Diyhe a yifion as it feems 
to me ; and thar fo my flerious, fo heaven* 
}yand latelleAual a pleafure, and fo cer« 
' tain a communication of fuch important 
truths, ihould be thus blown afide by the 
tude hreath of an afs. To what a glori* 
ous tomprehenfion. of things would this 
fcene have proceeded ! what accurate in* 
formation touching the fabrick of the 
world! what pun^^iually^fatisfadlory folu^ 
Uons of every puzzle touching Divine 
ProvideAce might you after have received 
in your intended conference with this ve- 
nerable perfonage, if. thefe impertinent 
fnimals by their unfeafonable loud bray* 
kig had not called your fcjiapical mind in- 
to the body again, which is as unfit foe 
Divine communication as thcmfelvcs ! 
• Bath. Do not take on fo heavily, O 
Hylobares, nor be fo rafh a cenfurer of 
Providenpjft, ti6 not fo much as in .this pa- 
radoxical palTage thereof. For how do 

O a you 
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vou ki|pK^ but att thai wlklck jmi. fitacjr 
behind, had been too mueh to« receive at 
once P Old vtflels fill^i with new wiac 
turili burft. And toa large* defis^ of kaow» 
ledge may fb elate the ^Mt^ta, that k i^y 
lia^ard the bfM), tha« k inay deflmy lifo^ 
and chafe away fobriety «i4 komikty out 
of the foul. 

S^ph. Thl^ h^wi^ jiklkkiuty adviSi^ 
tlfed of Bathycioua, laitoor^ iraobaiea? 

Imeetwltkm 

Bath. But befideSy ^ou^h you ikauM 
judge fb eoctraordiiuuy^haritably of mest 
chat age, Hy Ic^res, aa dhat i migitt kave 
receifved all that behiiid, (which you fiu> 
fiiife wai loft by that nccldeat) vitfaout a^ 
ny hazard to die atpraliry of n^ynikind: ym, 
I can tell ydu- of a trmh^ that i tak« that 
accident, that feeois fo paaadoKical; co yau^ 
to be a paitlculair &;voi» andKindne&ikne 
to me by Providence, at^d that k fbU ooa 
no othen^rife than (could I hav^ forefeet 
how thkigs would be ) I xnyfelf fliould 
even then have defired it ; that ia ta fiiy, 
I found myfelf more ffratify'd afterwarjc, 
things happening aatliey did, than, if that 
divine dream, if we may call k fii, had 
gone on unintetruptedly to its full peiiod 
For k would but have putQieit^o the pof 

felHcHi 



k&otk of all that truth «t once^ wliich in 
virtue of this piece of the dretltn I got af* 
terwards^ with an often-repeated and pro- 
lotiged plcafur^y and more agVeeable to 
bamane natufe. 

'XXX. Tliat diat I^ioe oeribnagie that appeared to Ba- 
thjnous was rather a lavourer of Pythagorilm, thaa 
Gajrt^fiafitfici. 

JH^L I profefs, Bathynous, thisTs not 
Mdiing thkt you fay. Nay indeed, fo 
m\ich, as I muft acknowledge my exce- 
^ ptioft agaitift Providence in this paflage ve* 
ry much weakned. But Vihut ufe could 
you make of the Jihet key^ when that 
Divine petfoi^ige explained aothing of it 
"toyomr 

Buti. It vtas at k were a pointing of 
one to thofe Authors that conform the 
frame of the world to that fcheme ; as 
NiCiAaus Coptrnicus $tA thofe that follow 
Aat fyftem. But it is nowhere drawn 
nearer to the elegancy oi t\it fiherkiypa- 
fer than in DesCartes his third part of 
ais pnnciplet. 

Cu^b. That's notable indeed, Bathy* 
ROUS, This is t kind of Diyine teftimony 
to the truth of all Des-Cartesh principles. 

Bath. No, by no means, Cuphophron : 
For in the gdden hey papery m that curfo- 
'^y glatKC I gave upon all the fcntenccs or 
tfhorifms therein contained^ amongft the 

O o 2 reft 
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tcft I cfpyM one, of which part was writ 
in greater letters, which was to this fenfe, 
Itbat the pritHopdwls of the nvorld are not 
mechanical^ but fpermatical or yital ; 
which is diametrically and fundamentally 
oppoffte to Des-Cartes^s pbilofophy. 

Cuj>h. Tlierc is great uncertainty ifl 
dreams. 

JSath. But I muft confcfs I think the 
thing true of itfclfT And if I had had foil 
conference with that Divine fage, I be* 
Jieve I fhould have found his philofophy 
more Pytbagorical or Platonical^ (I mean 
his natural philofophy, Cuphophron) than 
Cartefian. For there was alfo mention <rf 
the feminal foul of the tuorld^ which fomc 
modem writers call the Jpirit of nature^ 

Cuph. So many men, fo many minds, 

Bath. But I doubt not but that it is de* 
monftrable by reafon, that the primordi* 
als of the uni vcrfe arc not purely mecham* 
cal. • 

Cuph. So many men, fo many reafons^ 
fo many demonftrations; 

I^l. I believe Cuphophron takes it Vfr- 
ryvill of you, Bathynous, that the old 
grave perfon j^ou met with in the wood 
was not a thorough-paced Cartefian^ of 
clfe he is in a very fceptical mood} 
which I do nqt- dcfire to be in, cfpecially 

in 
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in fo weighty pointft as thefc concerning 
Proyidence. And therefore let me intreat 
you, Bathynous, to unlock that diJfiv 
eulty I propounded 1 aft to Philothctrs, by 
virtue of your goiden key- 

Bath. You muft excufe me there, Hj> 
lobares ; I would not be fo injurious ta 
Cuphophron as to make him a'falfe pros- 
phet, who fo exprefly foretold a while a* 
go, that the fates hac defigned that ho» 
nour folcly for Philotheus. 

Philotbi And^itfeems, in the like con> 
pliment to Cuphophron, I muft again xct - 
fume nay not unpleafant bcrdcn of fcrving 
Hylobares; which ij^fball'do aococdingto 
the beft jlkill I have. 

Philof. I pray you do, Philotheus-;; 
fcrl am very ambitious- yoji ftwwild.work. 
upon Hylobares a perfc6l cure. 

Pbikah. I fliall endeavour it, Phifopolisi . 
But I mruft firft' take the liberty to chafe: 
Ae benummed part,and Jbundly chide Hjr^ 
lobares that he is not cured already, nor has ^ 
been fufEciently fcniH>lc of that de^efs 
^ .and evidence for. the unexceptiwiabknefs ; 
of Divine Providence which has beea h£ 
thetto produced; Which I mufl^profcls E 
think to be fuch, thaMhefe that^havo notr 
fome peculiar hutjjput'Or hiacy^ or labourr 
^tundcr^the bttislen:Q£their.owaidiofyiit»< 

Q o ^ cralie,^ 
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^itifie^ cannot but be &Uy fads&d 
without the flying to any fuch highfwoln 
byfotbefis as xhkxfyjitm ef the TffOrld r^ 
fx^CcnSi^lt^ the fther^eyfa^er^ or Pr^ 
exijience of fouls, ^yhich is patt ©f the 
golienont^ So that any farther folutioa 
of the prefent difficuUy,\ were it not for 
Hylobares his own fault, and the peCulia^ 
rity of his own fancy that ftili molefleth 
bim^ tyerc plainly unncceffi^ry and fupcr- 
fluous. How many thoufands of fober 
and intelligent perfonshavt been fully fatis- 
fied teaching the accuracy of Divine Provi- 
dence without any (uch far^fctch'd helps i 
SopL Which IS a flircvd indication^ 
that thofe arguments, .diftin6l from tfaefe 
more airy lypotbefes and finely contrived 
fancies^ are the more natural ftrength and 
arms, as it were, of human underAandiag, 
(by whofe ftrokes it bear§ itfelf up in thefe 
profound myfleries from (inking into infi- 
delity of atheifm ;) but thofe more big and 
fwelled hyfotbefis^ but as a bundle jofbull- 
rufhes or a couple of bladders tied under 
the arms of fome young and unikilfid 
fwimmtr. 

. HyL And I .for my part^ geiKlefnef^ 
daprofefsniyfdlH«a])ia young aiid unikil^ 
ful fwimmer in thefe di|)th8,and therefore 
would gladly be fupported by the artificial 

'? ufe 
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ufe irf'thefs biaddetS) jthat tny melwdho* 
ly may never fink me to the D^ttotn. 

O^ And I cocimeod yonr iHrit^ i^* 
lobtres, that you otn fo wdl provide ^ 
your own fatetv. For I dare undertal^ 
that tbefe bladders are fo big, (b tough^ 
tndfo lights that if they be but well tied 
0^ i c^w or ox may fecurely fwim on 
ihem thro' the HtUej^m^ or rather thro^ 
the main oce^n^ aftd never fear drowningi 

H^ I thank you for that encoutftge- 
ment, Cuphophroui and fliaU therefore the 
teore eameftly beg <if Philotheus, that he 
Hfotild ufe all theart attd flciU he has to tie 
ihcm on Die as faft a^ poflibly he can^ 
(tfaRof /^f^^^TMre efpecially^ the re*- 
lofis and ufies thereof) that the ArsAg may 
iiev^r flip .s^ break, co my hazard of dud- 
king to the bottom. 

mnh, Thut I will do, HfUwtei, but 
on tfak condition, that you ever remember 
that what I do thua firmly fatten 6n yoli is 
yet but by way Q^hy^tiefis^ and that yo* 
^1 no longer mike ufe of thtfe bladders 
than (ill yon can fafeiy fwim without thern^ 

HyL That I do faithfully promifb youy 
fhilotheut, in the word oi a Gemleman. 
WhcrdTore, without any fkrther interrupti- 
Otti I pray you proceed. 
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XXXI. Theapplicatiosof tfae hypothefis in the^]d» 
key-paper, tor the clearing all difficulties toudung the 
moral evils in the world. 

Fbilotb. To bagin therefore where we 
kft. Do you ftill, ffytoburer^ adhere to 
that truth, that free agents may fohainoufly 
misbehave themfeWes, that even accord* 
bg to the laws of divine goodnefs they 
may be detruded into the fiate of devils 
and of hell, and' therefore far more eft* 
fily into a ftate lefs depkrable ? 

HyL That I faid,.and daftill fay, is ta 
me a clear cafe, Philotheus. 

Fbihtb. Let us then, but aflume out of 
idle gdden^key -paper that which is fo clear- 
ly contained therein, t\it pre-exiftence nf 
humanfwlSj and all'thefe black and datx 
difficulties, that thus over-cloud your \at 
derftanding will inftantly vaniik. 

Hyl Whyfo, Philotheus? 

PbiJotb. iecaufe fuppofing human fbult 
were created in the morning of the worldv 
and in fucit infinite myriads, there has 
been time enough finee that for as many 
and more than hitherto have peopled the 
earth, to haye tranfgrelled fohainoufly bo- 
^ fore their entrance on this ftage, that by a 
juft jNeme/is meafurcdand modified by the 
IDiyihe (joodnefs itfelf they may be contri- 
Yed into the worft.and mpft' horrid circuin^ 
;J&ftnc«f5,intQ the moil f^ualid and difadvaih 

tfgeoua; 
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fdgeous condition and ftate of livings that 
Euiftor has produced any example of among 
the moft barbarous nations. 

Hyl. This reaches the point home in^ 
deed, Philotheus, and does perfcAly pull 
up by the roots all pretenfion to this laft 
and greatcft fcruple, if we were alTured of 
the truth of the hypothefis. 

Philotb. Why, did not yourfelf call this 
dream of Bathynousa diyine Jr^^w, before 
I came to make this important ufe of it i 
And every divine dream is a true dream* 
But vou fcrve me juft fo as Cuphophron 
did ISathynous. Whiles it feemed to fervc 
his turn ta credit Des-Cartes* Philofophy, 
fp long it was a diyine tejiimony \ but when 
it proved contrary, then there was little 
certaitity in dreams. This feems a piece 
of levity in you both. 

Hyl. But 1 hope in myfelTthe more par* 
donable^O Philotheus, by how much more 
Vnportant a thing it is that the ground of a 
man's belief of the goodnefs of divine Pro- 
vidence fhould be folid and unfliaken, than 
that I>es-Captes' principles flxould be deem* 
ed a piece of fuch infallible, wifdom. Cur 
phpphron's vilification of the dream pror 
c^eded out of a partial zeal in the behalf of 
the Cartefian philofophy : my diftnaft of it, 
QUt of an excefs of deiire it mould be true^ 

Tot 
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For I mtitt confefs, if this one f omt in it 
Df precxifieiKe appear to me cettmlj 
true, all my doubts and difficulties toxrc& 
stig the moral evils in tlte world will fud- 
denly melt into tiothing. Nay, if 1 could 
beiieTe Bathy nous his dream to be a divi&e 
dream, the firft aphorifm in the goldea^ 
key j>apcr puts all out controvcrfics to sa 
tod, It declaring the meafure ofProyiiena 
to be the divine Goodnefs^ which bos n^ 
himnds hm ifjiff\ which is infinite. Wh^t- 
fore it was the moft calamitous accideat 
riiat could ever have befeUen the pMl'rfo* 
phical ropublick, that thofe two uttludtf 
aiffes fo rudely bt^ke oft Sathynoitils' Ctm^ 
t«ncc with that ventemblc U%ty who, U^ 
mife, in thiit intended difcourfe WOtild 
have communiciited the reafons and grootidl 
of thefe conclufipiis to Bathyti^us. Foi 
true reafon is fi> palpable and connatural to 
t man, that when he ^nds it, he ft%h faiffi* 
felf folly (atrsfyM and lit cafe. 

Phihtb. I commend your cawkm, Hf 
lobares, that yoti aric fo loath tb build grest 
conclufions upon weak or uncertain prm* 
ciples. Whetefew let ittit offer to yotf 
confideration a point of which I ptetuia^ 
you will acknowtedgc yourfelf morcc^* 
tain, that is, The ;^oJfibiUfy tfthtfre^^ 

ijleM 
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ifiince of the foul ; I dcnumd of you^ if yow 
be not very certain of ^ml 

HfL Yes fucely lam-p I ice no repuj^ 
fiaocy at all in k. 

Pbiktk Then yoa «ie l^oc cemia but 
that the foul does j^ie<xift» 

Hyl I coofefs it. 

Fbiltab* And uncevtain tliat it does not; 

Bfh That cannot be dtadutdi ^ iir is the 
fiaie^ I think;, I gtanted befoire. 

Piiickb. There&re, Hylobafea, yoa 
m^e yourself obnoa^ioiia both to Prayu 
dgHC9 and ta wyfelf 2a PfHuvidmce, in that 
you bring in uncertain aUegations. and ac* 
^iittion&againfl>her, and to foil the'bea» 
tyiattd perlbdlion of her ways, that are fa 
ioitifia^le where they are pmeAly known^ 
V oppofing fancies and conceits, fuch as 
you yourfelf acknowledge yx>n arenotcer-» 
tain of. 7o me^ in that you covenanted 
XKith nie at the &% never to alledge un- 
certain bypothefis againfi known truth. 

HyL This is true, Fhilotheus ; you make 
ne half a&amed of my inconflancy. Sut 
in the mean time I do not find myfelf ia 
&ai full cafe I defire to be, while as well' 
the pce-exiftencc of the foul as her non^ 
pce^exiftence is an uncertain bytotbefis. 

Philotb. If you cannot find ahine Pr^^ 
yidcnce perfe^ wixhout-ii:, it is your owa 

fault 
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fiiolt that, as to yourfelf, to Csivc you from 
fitiking, you do not make ufc of it as a 
true byfotbefts And forafmuch^s you find 
it fo hard to difcover divine Providence to 
be perfe6l wiAout it, that is no fmall ar- 
gument that the hypvthefis'\% true. 

HyU I muft confcfs . 1 think it is a fafer 
argument than Bathynous his fingle dream. 

Phikth. Nay, it were m itfclf, Hylo- 
bares^ a folid argument, fiippoiing Provi- 
dence cannot well otherwife be falved;as 
it is fit for the Copernican hyfothefis^ that 
nothing elfe can give a tolerable accouot 
of the motion of tlie planets. And I muft 
tell you farther, Hylobares, that this hf- 
fothtfis of the foul's pre-exiftence is not 
the Jingle dream oi Bathynous fleeping in 
the grafs, but was deemed a vifion of 
truth to the moil awakened fouls in the 

world. 

jEfy/. iThat^s very good news, Philothe* 
us ; for I do not at all affeft fingularity, 
nor love to find my felf alone. 

Phihth. If the dream of ileeping Bathy^ 

nous be a mere dream, the moft famoufly 

wife in all ages havedream'd waking. For 

that the fouls of men do pre-exift before 

they come into the body, was the dream oi 

thofe three famous philofophers, Pythago- 

j»s, Plato, and Ariflotle ; the dream of the E- 

*gyptiaa 
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gyptian Gymn6fophifts,of the Indian Brach- 
nian^) and P^criian Magi; the dream of 
Zoroafter, Epicharmus and Empcdoclcs ; the 
dream of Cebes, Euclid, and Euripides; 
the Dream of Piotinus, Proclus, and lam- 
bHchus ; the dream of Marcus Cicero, of 
Virgil, Pfcllus, and Boetius ; the dream 
of Hippocrates, Galen, and Fernelius ; 
and, laftly, the conftant and avowed dream 
of Philo Judeus, and the reft of the moft 
learned of the Jews. 

Cupb. I pray you let me caft in one 
more example, Philotheus. 

Phihtb, I pray you do, Cuphophron. 
<iuph. The dream of the Patriarch Ja- 
cob when he flcpt in Bethel, and dream'd 
he faw angels dcfcending and afcending 
On a ladder that reached from earth to hea- 
ven ; whereby was figured out the defcent 

of human fouls ei'$ ym^r/K, and their re- 
turn from thence to the asthereal regions. 

Hyh O egregious Cuphophron, how do 
I admire the unexpeftcdnefs of thy inven- 
tion! Thisisjoz/r dreatn of the myfteiious 
dream .of the holy Patriarch. 

Cufh. And who knows but a very lucky 
one ? 

iiy/. But I pray you tell me, Philotheus, 

P p" did 
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iSa^i&f , This is n ¥cri)f becoflubg: mA 
commendAble temper- in A^^r^i^.tibtft 
his jo«flger y^rs. will "Onquirer i^ei: thc> 
Judgnacnt ot the aociftirt £itibw$ La tiiQ 
primitive ehucch touchbg fi> impottMtt a 
Uiattcr. 

G(/^, Thofe ptimiiiw agea w<itiff Aft 
youngeft ages qfthe^ churchy hut tha:ag« 
of pcrfoQS much the Cmi& now ibtf- they 
were th^# 

HyL Notwithftanding thisflirt- of Ciipfai^ 
phron-s wit, I beleech you^ HliliQtlteiis^ 
iktisfie me id the queftioQ.I propovi^f^ 

Pbikth. This at leaft, Hylobare;*, ia 
true^ that the primitive fathcEs in tbe. nw^. 
entire ages of the. cjbirc.h dream'd not the 
lead evil of this dream of pf e-c;8iftenee ; 
the Wifdom ofSdmton^ which exprefly 
aflerts. it, being appointed by thent to be. 
read in their publick Aflemblie^ Niay, 
our Saviour himfelf, when he had a «oft. 
fignal occafion to have undeceived the 
Jews In that point, if it had been, falfe or 
dangerous, ia the queftion touching the 
man that- was born blind, took not the leaft- 
oiFcnce at the fuppofition. Whence you, 
will the lefs wonder that either St. Auftin, 
B4/II, and Gregory Naziaozen, were fa- 
vourably 
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vourably affefted touching the opirtion ; 
or that Cl^nicrts Alexandrinus, Or igen,Sy- 
Dcfius, Amobiiis, and Prudefttius, were 
cxprefs afiertetB thereof. 

Hyl. This truly, Philotheus, carts tne 
into fo great a fecurity from any harm ia 
the hyjKJtbejfo, that if you hold on as you 
have begun, the power of your fpeecb 
wUl unavoidably charm me into the fame 
dream. 

Philotb. You know the wofft ef it then^ 
Hylobares^ that your mkd will be at per- 
fcft reft touching the jrt^feffift difficulty 
concerning Providence. And if ^ftimonies 
thus yieafe you, be aflUred of '^hhy. xhit 
there vms never any plrilofoplier that held 
the £cm\fpirhual and mmortal^Ml he held 
alf6 that it did pre-isxiji. 

HyCT^zx is very confiderable. 

Phldth. Attd do not you, Hylobai^is, 
h(Ad the foul of man to be ati incorporeal 
indifcerfibk fubfrance, ^fpirit. 

HyU I do^ and I thank yo^ ^halt I ^o 
fo, Philotheus. 

Philotb. How then comes it to pafs that 
you, being of fo philofophical a genius, 
ftiould mifs of the pre-exiftence of the 
foul ? For there being no other confider- 
able opinion in view but creation^ traduc* 
tiofiy and fre exiftenoe ; creation of pwe 

P p 2 fouls. 
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fouls^ and the infufion of them into im- 
pure bodies, and in fuch bonidly- impure 
circumftances as fometimes happens,. U^ 
repugnancy to the purity of Gcid,. who is 
fuppofcd then to create them: but traduc- 
tion a derogation and contradi£tion to the 
Jpirituality and indifcerpibility of the fod 
itfelf. Wherefore it neccflarily remains, 
that thefe two being fuch abfurd opinions, 
the third muft take place, and that the 
foub of men do pre-exift. 

HyL O Philotheus, that venerable fagc ^ 
in Bathynous' fleep could not have argued ' 
better than thus, if they had come to con- 
ference. I do not dream^ but I fee with I 
the eyes of my mind wide open in broad 
day, the reafonablenefs of this hypothefu^ 
Tiat the fouls of men did emft before they 
came into thefe terrefirial bodies. 

Philoth. And in this day-light, Hyloba- 
res, all your difHculties do vaniilh touch- 
ing that part of Providence that refpe«fts 
the moral eyils^ whofc hue feemed fo dif 
mal to you out of hiftory, and their per- 
miflion fo reproachful to the goodnefs of 
God. 

ByU They are all vaniflied qmte, and 
thofe touching natural eyils too, fo far 
forth as they refpc(9: the fouls of men. 

Philop. This is a ^ood heaf ing. We are 

infinite- 



V^£x^t\y obliged to Philotheus for his 
pains. Arc there any more fcruples behind 
touching Divine Providence, Hylobares ? 

X^XII. Several objeftions againft Providence, fetched 
tttin defe6b, bnfwered partly out of the golden, partly 
. out of thefllver-key'-paper. 

^ , Hyl. Only thofc objeftions fctch'd from 
defeats conceived to be in the adminiftra^ 
tion of Providence. For tho' we be con- 
vinced that all things that are are rightly 
ordered ; yet . It may ^>e demanded why 
there are no more ofthem, why no fooncr, 
and the like. 

Sopbr. Indeed, Hylobares, you fcem to 
ine hugely over-curious in fuch inquiiiti- 
ons as thefe. Is not the \^hole world the 
Alms-houfe of God Almighty, wloich he 
had a right to build when he would, and 
to place us his eleqmofynary creatures in 
It no fooner than he pleafed ? He does but 
utifiiojure in all this. And -it is an out- 
rageous . prefumption, to expeft that he 
i!hould not aft according to his oivn mind 
ijnd will, but according to the groundlcfs 
enlargements and exf an/ions of a«r wanton 
and bufie fancies. So long as we fee that the 
things that are are well and rightly admi- 
niftred, and according to \he laws of good- 
licfs and juftice, it is a marvellous piece 
of capricioufnefs to complain, that fuch 
jhings wi;h the unexceptionable ceconomj' 
• P p 3 of 



of them began no footocr, iM>r reach tio far- 
ther. 

Batb. You rpcak Tcry gravely and fo- 
bcrly, O Sophron, and that which has Ve- 
ry folid fcnfe at the bottom, if rightly un- 
oerftood. For God has no rf)ligation from 
the creatures to make them fooner, or more, 
or larger, and the like. So that if he had 
made the world no larger than the vulgar 
fancy it, a thought foppofe above the 
clouds*, or had ftayM the making of it till 
a year ago, or had not made it yet, nor 
fever intended to make it; he did m all this 
but utiJiiojurCy as you fpeak. But in thai 
he has made it much lai'ger and fooncr, to 
what leading Attribute in God is that to 
be imputed, O Sophrori ? 

Soj>br. Surely to his mere Goodncfs, 
Bathynous. 

Bath, You acknowledge then his Good- 
nefs the leading Attribute in the ctcation 
of the World, and his Pf^ifdom and PouW 
to contrive and execute what his Will ac-' 
tuated by his Goodnefs did intend. 

Sophr^ Speaking more humano^ fo it 
feems to be. ' 

* Bath. But this is a marvel of marvels 
to me, that the Goo^pef<J of God being in- 
finite, the effefls thereof ftiould be fo nar- 
row and fijiite as commonly men conceit, 

• if 
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if there be no incapacity ia the >tfaingft 
themfelv>es that thus ftraiteiis them. That 
xme (mall- (hare of the dirme <3ood]ieft 
Ihould be a£liYe, but that infinite retnain* 
der diereof, as I may fo fpeak^ filent and 
ina^Yc, is a riddle, a ^niracle that does 
infinitely amaee me. 

Sophr. O Bathynons, my very Heart- * 
ftringH are fretted with fear and anxiety, 
\?hen you plunge u§ ^nto fuch profound 
dirqnimions as thefe, out of which there 
is never any hope to emerge. I pray yon, 
Hytobares, alk modeftly touching thcfe 
things. I wonder you are not throughly 
fatisficd about Providence already : I ani 
fure I am. 

Hyl. And I defire but to be fo too, So- 
phron. What will fa^isfie one man will not 
iattsfie another. 

Phihihi That is very true, HylobareSi 
which I perceiving, it forced me to men- 
tion the golden key of Proyidence to you* 
For we do not wantonly and oftentatively 
produce thofe keys, but at a dead lift, 
when no other method will fatisfy him 
whofe mind is anxious and folhcitous 
touching the ways ofGo^, that by ihefe 
^ypothefes he may keep his heart from 
finking, 

Byf. It is a very laudable cuftom, PhK 

lotheus^ 
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lotheus, andfuch as I find the benefit i)f 
already. For I find the very firft difficuf- 
des oi this laft and prefent head I intend- 
^ to propofe, tomelt away of themfclves 
in virtue of that light from the golden lij\ 
I mean that oi fre-exiftence. Fori mtcnd- 
ed to have propounded it as an obje^oii 
agdnfl the goodnefs of divine Providence^ 
.that, whereas the foul can live and fub£ff 
out of this terreftrial body, (for fo it does 
after death) ihe ihould not be created bC' 
/ore this terrcftrial manfion, and enjoy her- 
felf before (he come into the body, as weU 
«s afterwards. But this doftrine of fre-^x* 
iJUnce has plainly prevented the objefli- 
on. Another objeftion alfo, touching the 
Idejftas coming into the world fo lately, 
is in my own judgment much enervated 
by this hypothejis. For who knows but 
the demerits of human fouls were fuch, 
that it was confonant enough to the good- 
nefs of God, not to communicate the beft 
religion to the world till that time it v^as 
communicated ? 

Philotb. That is po inept confideratlon^ 
Hylobares. But befides, it is a ftrange pre- 
fumprion to determine when it is tuft fit 
time for Proyidence to ufe her ft rongeft ef- 
fort for reclaiming of ftfaying fouls: and 
to reclaim them as Ibon as they have ftray- 

' ■ CO, 
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cd, ts next to the keeping them forcibly 
from ever flraying, which is to hinder a 
free agent from ever afting freely. Where- 
fore feeing the fouls of men were to ufe 
their own liberty, there were certain pom- 
pous fcenes of affairs to proceed upon ci-. 
ther fuppofition, whether they flood or 
icll, and not at all prefently to be huddled 
up in an inftant. And what light Provi- 
dence brings out of thedarknefs of fin, I 
did niorc particularly intimate unto you ill 
ouryefterday's difcourfe. 
^ffyL I remember it, Philotheus, and 
reft vqry well fatisfied. 

Philop. To expe6l that the Mejfias 
fliould have come into the world fo fooii 
^s Adam had fallen, is as incongruous as 
to expeft the reaping of the crop the very 
fame day the corn is fown, or that fprbg 
apd autumn Hipuld be crouded into the 
fame months of the year. 
. HyU This is abundantly plain. And 
Jipother difficulty alfo which I intended 
topropofe, touching the plurality of earths 
or worlds, quite vaniihes : while I con- 
template the paradigm of the world's fy- 
flem in ^z fiher -key-pat er^ that bears me 
yp as ftoutly on the leu hand from fink- 
ing as the other hypotbefts on the right. 
Bvth. Do you not fee, Sophron, that 

you 
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yoji are worfe fcai*'d than hurt ? Do ;^oq 
4iot ofaferve how thefe great and forsii- 
dable difficuhtes crumble away of theoi- 
ielves^ when a judicious eye has had once 
but 41 glan£e into the truth ? 

Sopbr. 'Tis well if all wiil<Gome ofi*% 
clear. 

-XKXni. Diflkulties louthiiig theexte&t cf ttift-univeii^. 

Hyl. Sut there are ibme Ynilt £:rupks 
remaining, Philochcus, partly about the 
ekteni of the unherfoj partly tabout the 
habitdllenefs of the Maneu^XkiMfths^ 

Soph. I though €i o. 

PUlotb. Propound tiien^ ifj^oupktfe^ 
Hy lobdrcs • 

/^A Whether the uriiverfc -be fiiuie, or 
infinite. For if it be fiaiife^ it -is itifiniteljr, 
defe<^uouSy if it may be infinite. 

Philotb. That^s well put m, if it may 
be I but try^whether it may be oc sq^H^ 
lobares. 
• MjL How, Philothtus ? . 

Pbiioib. Fancy it at infimte cts poi&bly 
you can. 

/i^. I fancy it ibfolutcly initnite. 

Pbilotb. Then eyety part Hiereof is i* 
finite. 

Jffyl. You mean every denominated 
part, Philotheus ; elfe the number ofparts 
» only iafiniteL not the parts. 

PiM. 
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jphHtfh. Imean the denomlnatedparts,, 
r third, a fourth, a fifih, &c^. But a 
middtfC third part is bounded by the ex- 
tfemes, and therefore the extremes them-, 
fclvcs are bound^le. And confequently 
when you. have fancied' the world, as in* 
finite a.s. you can, vou muft be inforced 
ftiU to conclude it finite, 

H^h It feems fo, if it be not a fallacy. 
Philotb. Wherefore if the poffibility of 
an infinite world be inconceivable to you, 
it can be no imputation to the goodnefs of 
Providence if it be found finite, 
H^l. But h it found finite, Phllotheus ? 
Philoth. No art nor oracle that I know 
. has declared it fo. ' That not only the 
globe of rhe earth but her very orbit is 
W.a^ a point to the circuit of the ncarefl 
fix'd ftarsjoffers rather toward adeteftion 
of the it^mte, ya/lnefs of the world than of 
ikii^ finitenefs thereof. How vaftly diftant 
then are thofe littlls fix'd ftars:that mew but 
as fcajtterod pin-duft in a frofty night ? I» 
. "Vifhat. inp^meafe removes, are they one. be* 
yo»d another ? * Q Ifraely bcw great it 
th houfe of God/ bow targe is tbeflace of 

1 high^ and unmeafurable. They are the 
vrordsof the prophet Barucb. 

HyU 

Bm. iii* 24, 2;^ 
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Hyl.lt foems then that tiie^i^nkimffsM 
the world is declared hy that oracle rather 
than the T&wV^/ii^y} thereof. ^ 

Philoth. It is fo vaftly Dig, Hylobam, 
that there is little doubt but xhsii it is ts 
immenfe as it can be, and that is chough |o 
fiiew that the dlmenfions thereof ^ake thdr 
Hieafures from the diy ine goodnefs. yihssxA 
it is clear that Providence is unexce; tio- 
pable in this point. 

HyU It is fo. • ; 

• Sofhr. I wiih Phllotheus come off fo 
well in the other. 

. Philoth. Be courageous, O Sophron; 
we'll do our beft, when Hylobares has pro- 
pofed it. 

XXXIV. DiflScultics touching the habitaibleaeiitoriBAt' 
bitablenefs of the planets. 

Hyl That the fiher-ley-fyft^m is tic 
true fyftem of the world I am well eiicfugh 
perfuaded of, and that confequendy it "were 
m vain to objeft the folitude of this one 
earth in this immenfe liquid fpacet)f the 
world, whenas this fyftem exhibits fo ma- 
ny more to our view. For we can no foofr 
er difcern our own earth to be a planet, 
but we muft therewithal detefl: alio ^^h«t 
the reft of the planets are fo many earths, 
as indeed the Pythagoreans did exprefly 
call the moon our avriyPcoy or oj)j>oftte 

earth* 
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* earth. But the difEcnlty I eoae to pro** 
pound is touching the habitahlenefs of them, 
which I fuppofe wiU not be denied; but 
then there is this fnare we are caught inf^ 
that if ve conoeive them to be inhabited 
by mere brutes only, there will be a de- 
H& of m&BL to keep good quarter amongft 
them ; but if they -be alfo inhabited with 
fiien, thefe men will want the nieans of 
ialvation ; for that. they -are in a kpfed 
ftate is fuppofed in their becoming terref- 
trial creatures : either of which is incon/iftent 
with that exquifite goodnefs of God tliat 
iS pleaded for. 

Pbiloth. That's ^ knotty problem ia* 
^ced, Hylobares. 

Sofbft Why do you fmile, Philotheus ? 
liethmks it is a very formidable queflion. 

Hilotb. I fmilc ^t fonietliing that eactra* 
ordinarily pleafes nie^ 

Sf^hr. I pray you what is it that pleafes 
yoij lb much, Philotheus ? I would gladly 
know it, that I might fmile alfo for com« 

thiloth. It is Sophfon's lionefi and &h 
bcr folicitude touching the folution of the 
prefent difficulty ,which fo becomingly be- 
trays itfelf in the veiy air of his counte* 

Q. q xwnce, 



nfl&ce, iitid erea rhen when there is kiiA 
fetft of "mifbftrriage. 

SophK Thai were sfood ^ftei«;r% Thtb" 
thcti«/>fitJW»erc title, . -^^^ 

t4nhfb: It h a ]«(s poulc ^thu Axr^ 
boot the fiilvatioii of thdtn laf the New* 
foand-wotld upoti earth, I meM dio& df 
^merka^ who heard tiot the ileaft ^whilfKt 
<>f dther M>^ or of C39|f?tiltwiduiriltti 
age or rwo. In what capacity <)ffatimtifla 
were they thoti^ O Sopht0n,forfottieiM» 
fands of years together, whe yet.avifiOQi 
tatnty of a lapfed r^cc f (i&b^ma'm^fii^ 
cUfotds that enter into thicker i^cbsin 
My paff of the umi^rfe he iaffiid^ iswi' 
certain.) Atid we cannot deny* 4»iit'lhit 
Vaft cdtifment has been inhabited^ aaklft 
the adjacent iflands, aU that iboc^Hxl 
they heard as little of ChfifiyasthcyibA 
live in Saturn or the Mo9ni ^ 

S^fhr. That cantidt be deby'd, ^hito- 
theus. But you know ekher ^ontfetf or 
tx fotM of OS has ^aafwered thys. -fo^sMlt 
ready, That thofc Americans that liwi&i- 
cerely according to the light they lia^ 
God might impart more to them, andJA 
mWyfSk fome extraordinary wiy*or other 
communiC<it?e the knowledge mChf^.to 
tl^eiA to their eternal falvation. iForyoa 

know a juil ani^ kiDK& creditor^ if the 

, debt 
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debt be fatisficd by a friend^ tho' im* 
known to the debitor, y^t hq vi^iU iree 
him from allimts iC Uw and. arrcfts, 9nd 
whatever other troubles or ineoovjgnieocet 
attend a debtor whofe debts ;&re tinf^tis- 
, fied« Whence- the paffion and atonement 
^iChrifi might take ^SoSt with the ilncere 
Americans, tho' they knew nothing of the 
biftory thereof. And therefore being ^ r^^ 
mnciled by the ieufh of Cbriji^xhey flipuld 
H laoch. more fayitd hy bis fifr^ as tkm 
ipoftk fpcaks* 

Ml^bilatk^ It is very wdl and f^odly ai?- 
sued, O Sophrofu 

JHyl^ I think (o too^ Philotbcus* 

PbUotbi Had I noc therefcve reafon to 
fiAile at Sophton^ heingibwcU furnifhed 
to Iktisfie a greater difficuhy, to fee him 
fii hngdy confounded at the lels i 

HyL But why tak^ you this to be the 
ieflcr difficulty, Philothens i 

Bbihfb. Beeaufe^ there is more elbow- 
loom for framing pf anfwers to it. For £rfty 
fiippofe we fhould affirm that all the earths 
in the univerfe, beiides this of ours, were 
inhabited merely with brutes ; that is no 
trgumem at all againft the dmne Goodnefsy 
no more than it would be againft the accur 
racy of policy in a great city to fce all the 

^djz goals 

* JlOfD. T. 10. 



423 ty /i^ Providence ^Go©. 

goals therein devoid of pr^oners^ an^ tfiat 
they were left to the folc pofleffion of bats 
and catSy of rats and mice, and fucl^ )^ 
verminc. It -^cvm rather a fign of a- xpQ^ 
exquiiite government and good dffpojGtion 
of the peoj)le, that there were now figind 
no fucii crimbals amongft them. And for 
the pretence of having fome rational crea- 
tures amongft them to keep. good quarter; 
what rational creatures are there tBat iiile 
funoag the fcaly nations of tho vafi ocean? 
£M. None xmlokTritons ^vidSeiJ-ny^bj^ 
nHoti^ You ntHiy 4s well fancy i^M/ 
and Satyrs and other {ylvatick trenii tp 
range thefe earths fuppoied detfitute ol^u^ 
man kind, and to fuperintend their bn^ll^ 
inhabitants for their good, tho' at tn^re 
remote and carelefs dtftance. 

H^I. As probable as the bla<;k limiteip 
ranging the foreft with his vocal,: but invi- 
lible, hounds In Fountainblcau* 

Euiji* I remember the ftory yety wel^ 
it is recorded in the life of Henry die 
fourth of Fxjince. 

Byi But there bebg fuch an infinite 
number of earths as there is of ilars.or 
funs, it is incredible, Phildtheus, tldat I| 
flioidd be the only fate of thi^ eafi^ of 
purs to be inhabited with men. 
Pbilotb. But how. do you know^ Hylo- 

bares, 
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bam. that there is fuch an ini^ite num< 
ter ofVarths ? For you covenanted at firft 
6ot to. bring in mere fufpicions and (\xr* 
flfifes reproachfully to toad Providence 
iflthal, 

B)/l. But if that innumerable company 
of fixt flats have no planets dancino: a« 
bout them, that is to fay, habitable earths^ 
' that will be a real reproach to Providence 
indeed, as if Divine goodnefs were infi* 
nitely defe£luous in that point. 

FhHath. Nay, that were rather an au^ 
i]pic»ou8 fign, Hylobares, that the intel* 
Ie(5lraal orders of creatures are not fo much^ . 
6r rather fo univerfally, lapfed as they 
might be conceived to be, and that the Di* 
Vine goodnefs has a more fucefsful and t£r 
feftual dominion over the univerfe thaa 
you imagined. Feras much as the light 
exceeds thaJbadawSj fa much do the re* 
giorts-tf bappnefs exceed tht>fe of fin and ' 
wifery.' It is an aphorifmof tiic golden^ 
pypa^er. 

Hyl. I perceive you are prepared to 
ttieet one at every turn, Philotheus* . 

Philotb. It is but common civility to 
ihtet him that makes towards one. fiut v 
now- in.the fccond place, Hylobares, let 
IIS fuppofe that^all uie planets or earths bo. 
inhi^bitcd with, rational creatures, yet 

Q^cil _ ' thcfc. 
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c>atty dV&nQLti the em^pi^m^^^^^ 
inhabit, tmt agrde all ia rdtmnaRtyf M 
the funAry,j^irw of d^gslitre .<m\^::kktth 
agree in latr ability. They haYiiig tiifit» 
fore no ^ec^ci conation 'wfth jtbei&teof 
tddatKj what hare they to ddiiatiirii^ 
religion that the fans of Aiatn are faired 
by r Nay, I add farther, that thefc ^^farit- 
ties of rational creatures, in the OPthei^ jrts- 
nets, as they all . agree with oine iui^S^ 
and with us in txwe natural reafon^lbthcy 
may all difagree. from U3 in this ^Setidad 
property of heing capaWetjf true neligidii; 
no properties but thbfe either of the --«WH 
mal or middle life being effibmial to theixh 
In virtue whereof they may "be good iWf- 
turalifts^ good politiciam^- go6d ge^m^H^ 
cians and analyftsy good arcifiteSs^ . buila 
cities and frame commonwealths^ and iiile 
#vcr their brotherhtmcs in thofe\ '{rfaneca, 
and makeas^good ufe ofrthemas we doj 
but be as incapable of the J^iyinei^e^.^ 
ofbemg good citizens of : the heavei^ 
kingdom, or genuine fbns of God^ m^ tins 
very brutes, they. rulpt>vei:. . 

Cupb. O how do i -flutter to. i be «e» 
quainted wirh this iindiof |>eof)le, ^Hylo- 
bares 1 they arc fure .{^iloibpliers^ I^ 
pawn my life onX O thac the invention 

of 




J mgk <Boik€ toy iirft ^t* ^ our 'neigh- 
boars in tine moon ! 

i.« ii^/^ Bat it wosld be pretty in the mam 
ftne if the ert df tekfcepes were So f« 
tli«t we tnigbe diiceitt thek 
<nd per£iMis4iAtnftly, Cuphopliro% 
fee wkethm: k were worth me while 
to make a lofitto thctn, whether they he 
iot a natioo of mese apes and babomf-* 

)Glw^. I 4are £iy^: Hylobares, if wie 
ctmldbut £ee thefe ^apea dfid bdbMiBS 
thrai^ our tetifoopeSf we ftould f(M»e< 
ttmes find tfaetti4^ bufilytodtiiig through 
their jtttbes at us^ <a^ we atthem« 
: lijfi. That were anane hk indeedy Co* 
phophron, that ihe JbAi ^ ibe. mehanick 
jhihfoiphy ^ iQtould be tokcky ait ho- 
pc«p9 . attd be, abte to tahte a tnutual inter* 
viow 3^f one andther at fuch ti dlftance* If 
I could once hear this newa^ I ihouldpce* 
fently.XuCpe6i; that tbofc ptecea of ice that 
^. JMktius is faid to have codtrived fiiJl 
into teldfcopes tumhled outt>f the moon* 
!. Cufh» Well, wellj Hylobavea, ycm 
jeer all things; hut yoik kouw im what 
tfme may brhigfot^K . 

HyL But in tlie mean time I am vergr" 
ierions ^in tny confereaise^ wii!h Philotheus, 

. ^ which' 

'7 '^'C^^ifKsbisDioptr* cap. ti 



wUch your n^ mretht^e thus interrnptdL 
The fcapc of whofe diTcourfeofi tliis pm 
iSy to ihew that thefe other earths tafLf 
noc be inhi^bited by any other 4^izv^^ 
than fuch as are eflentially incapable of 
true religion^ tho' he may haply alkt# 
them to do fuch venerations ( thole in thd 
moon particularly) to our earth as the Cer^ 
ccpitbecus and Elephant are (aid to do la 
the moon, and fo may exetcife a naturiit 
idolatry, and thatj it may be, in ma^«, 
£cetttly-exftru£led temples, even in tbii 
utter incapacity of true religion, and c^ 
fequctttly of falvatioo ; their condition tt[ 
that refpe£): being much like that (^bru^; 
Which /ry/^/i&^x once admitted, (a&dit 
is fuch as it is hard to demonftrate to %t 
ftlfe) the prefent difficulty I muft coi^l^ 
does quite vaniih. But becaufe from the 
prejudice of cuflom, and habitual exp6ci»' 
cnce of our own earth's being inhabited 
by men properly fo called, we have fucB 
an invincible propenfion to think the fame 
thing comes to pafs in all other earths os 
planets ; I befeech you, Philotheus, eafe, 
my thoughts touching their means of faU 
Vation in this ftate of the queftion^ if. you 

ZPhiloih. ThdTe that are laved o£ them 
9^^ iaved by the fame means that the J^ 

m weans 
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mericans and the reft of the Pagan world, 
that never had the opportunity of hearing 
qf the biftory of Ci&r^, were or are fated* 
The canfoih is paid into a very^ righteous 
hand^ that will not exaA the debt t^icCy 
as Sophrotk very foberly and judiciouily 
luggefted. 

Cupb. Who knows but the paffion of 
Chrnt was intimated to the inhabitants of 
thole other earths by the miraculous eclipfe 
that' then .happened^ the fijn ivinking to 
the reft of the world, to give them notice 
far and wide what was tranfaAing on the 
fti^ge of the earth in the behalf oiall ? 

tl^h. You are a man of rare devices^ 
VViphpphron* How came then the ^me- 
Ttcms not to lay hold on this opportunity ?! 
For they had no knowledge of the uif^ 
fer^ng of the MeJJtaSy till' fuch time as the, 
Chrimans brought it thither, and fetched 
iway their gold, 

(44ph. You know it is night with them,. 
f^lolares, when it is day with us ; and 
therefore they mifTed the information of 
that miracle^ 

HyL But they might have taken hold 
then of the miraculous eclipfe of the ' 
moon, which was eycry whit as prodigi* 
Qus aQd confpicuous, thefe two luminaries 
being then in oppofition, and C^rtfl was 
crucified about noon. * rbihtb. 
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. Phttcahm'Cxx^hD^hxot^t omcdr is vnxtf^ 
buc oYer-flig^ aid faumoiiroiis for fo io« 
Icnm and ierioos a matter. The fum of sj^ 
felotiofi of this difficultj, Hjlobo^es, tf 
thit: Liq^fe^ fouls, vlmre-etetf they^-we^ 
tluit recover imo fincerity^ are ikved aiixre 

arc fayed, S/a T^y «3^^ai'3'jCi)7r/ar, by the 

Dhtne Humanity^ ot Human Dirt nitjf^o^ 
the Son of €k>d : wHich is the inmoft and 
deeneft arcanum of our Chriftian reti^on^ 
And it is the - privilege of the ' Chriflkii 
world, that they have this myftery fb; 
plainly and di(!in6tiy communicatca ti 
them by the preaching of the gofpeL Bitf 
Ae efficacy of the faid myftery tiiay be 
alfo derived to them that never hear it 
{bund externally and hiftorically to the& 
outward ears. For the Spirit oi the Lord 
paifes through the whole univeffe, and 
communicates this myftery to all (bulS| 
where-ever they are, that are fitted to re- 
ceive it, in a mote ludden and miraculous 
Way, fucfa as himfelf and at what time 
himfelf Ihall pleafe to make ufe of. Thia 
I think the moft fobcr. (blutioil of the pre- 
fent difficulty, upon fuppofition that there 
are any men properly fo called that m- 
habit tnofe planets or earths you fpeak 
of. Which, whether there be or no, is 

uncertain 



tmocvtain to ns; . tnd therefore the ftllegatl- 
<m of ffich imcertamdes ^ainft ceruin te^ 
Simonies for the exquiilte goodnefe oS d|> 
Ifine Pn^idence, (as I hav^e often intimai- 
-cd) ought to he efteemed of no vdue. 

XXXV. Tbtt tfao* the world vasemted butvboutfisc 
Ihoufand jreais ago, yet, for ought we know, it was 
cieeted as foon as-it coiild be. 

H^. I muft confcfs it, Philotheus^ and 
crave your pardon. But I find my verj 
Impercmencies in my conference with you 
fuccefsful and edifying. Let me propofc 
to you but one fcniple more, FhilothenOy 
and then I fliaU give yoa no farther ttou* 
blc. 

Sophr. I am glad we are at length fo 
near getting out of the briars. 

Pbilotb. I pray you,what is that fcruple, 
Hylobares ? 

Hyl. It is again about the fr^-ext/lence 
-of the foul. 

Sopir^ Nay, if he go back, Philotheus^ 
took to yourfelf ; he will come on again 
with fuch a career, and give you fuch a 
pulh as you never fdt yet. 

Vhihth. That cannot be helped, So- 
phron, I mud bear the brunt of it as well 
AS I can. Speak out therefore^Hylobares^ 
«nd tell your fcrupte. 

Hyl. My fcruple is only this, How k 
can cdnfift with the i(£nite goodnefs of 

God 
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God, whk:h you (ay is ijie meafure of hk 
Providence, (fipce that human £3ols can 
fre*exift and enjoy themfelves before they 
come into thefe terreftriai bodies^) that 
they were created no fooner t!ban cum mm- 
^ r^/f/Z/ir^, which is not fix thoufand years 
ago; whcnas they might have enjoyed 
themfelvts infinite miUions of tbomands 
of years before. 

rbiloih. If we rightly underftand the 
nature of the fdul, Hylobares, this is no 
fiich hard problem. For you muft under* ' 
(land it mzy be an eflential property of the 
foul, cither vitally to aftuate fome mate- 
rial vehicle or other/ or elfe not to aAat 
all. Wherefore it had been a fruftraneous 
thing to cteate fouls fo infinite a fpace of 
titfie before the corporeal world was crea- 
ted, that iJy^M^j fuppofed. 

HyL This may be true for ought I 1 
know, Philocheus : but admittmg it fo, it , 
cafts me fiill into an equal perplexity 
touching the divine Goodnefs, m that fhe 
has not thought fit that the corporeal 
world fhould be created ttU within fix 
thoufand years ago, whereas it might have 
been created an infinite time before, and 
ought fo to have been, that human foub 
might fo early come into play, and live 
and ^Ql in their refpedlive vehicles. 



Gfthe Providcficc o/GodI 431 

Pbiloth. This is fomcthing indeed, Hy- 
lobares. 

Sopbr. Did not I ttll you fo, Philothc- 
ns ? Our fliip is furik in the ytxy haven, 
when we were ready to land. 

Pbilop. Your lieart is funk, OSophron, 
pluck vp your fpirit8,and be of good cheav. 
Is this the utftioft t)f your difficulty, Hy- 
lobares ? 

HfL It is ; cure me but of this jinxicty, 
I^iijodheus, and I (hall declare niyfelf as 
found as a fifli, • *nd perfeftly freed frora 
all fcruples touching wvine Providence. . 

PhQoib. Bdt yotirfelf muft affift me then 
in your own cure. Tell nie therefore,Hy* 
lobares^ why do you think that the world 
was not created till about iix thoufandr 
years ago? 

HyL That's plain from the chronology 
of holy fcripture. 

Fhilotb. But have you no other.argument 
for it, Hylobar^s ? 

Efyt. None «t all that I can tell of, Phir 
lothcte. 

Philotb. Why then, Hylobates, the cafe 
ftands thus. If you heartily adhere to the 
tfuth of the fcripture, as you ougHt, I will 
declare you as found as afifli; and thii 
intricate difcOurfe about Providence might 
have been the lefs Acedful But if iii . a 

R r philofo- 
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philofophical wantonnefs you will not coa* 
ccm yourfclf in the letter of the fcripturc 
touchbg theorems of philofophj,you have 
already declared yourfelf as found as a 

fifli. 

HyL You have caught me like a filh in 
a net, Philotheus : but I muft freely con- 
lefs I do not perceive my own {bundnefis 
yet, unlefs I fhould be i!o unfound as to 
^it the (captures* 

JPbdotb. That you will never do^if you 
lightly underftand them. For they are 
mod ajfuredly the truth of God^ 

H]/L But how does this truth cpnfprt 
with his ^W;^^ whenas it declares to 
us that the world has continued but about 
diefe fix thoufand years? .. 

Pbiloth. This earth and heaven that 
the conflagration is to pafs upon aifuredly 
commenced no longer ago, Hylobares, 
But I pray you how high would you have 
the commencement of die world to begin^ 
and in what order, that it may fill out the 
meafure of that idea of goodnefs which 
you would have its continuation .firetched 
upon ? 

Hyl I would have it begun no fooner 
than it was pof&ble, which is infinite myri- 
ads of years fooner than it began. 

Pbilosb. Well then, Hylobares, begin 

it 
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k as foon as you will in your philofophlcal 
way, and in wh^t order you will, aiid fee 
what will become of it. ^ You young mefl 
arc marvelloufly wife. 

Cuph. O that I had Hylobarcs' province 
fiow ! what rare work could I make of it ? 

Hyl. I prithee, Cuphophron, take it. I 
know thou wilt manage it nimbly and wit- 
tily. 

Cuph. dreefianly enough, I warrant 
thee, Hylobares ; you fliall fee clfc if I 
do not. And I will fmartly fay at firft, 
that the world was to begin fo foon as 
God was, his Omnipotency being cocter- 
nal to himfelf ; and therefore what-evcr he 
could produce in any moment, he could 
produce as foon as he was, which was 
from everlafting. Wherefore the matter 
might have been created from everlafting, 
and, having a due meafure of motion im- 
parted to it, might within a little time af- 
•ter have fallen into the contrivance of Tor- 
tices ^ndJunSj according to the defcripti- 
on of the Cartefian philofophy ; that is, 
fay I, w^^i//«/Vtf//y, with Des-Cartes, but 
Bathynous fpermatically, from an old Py". 
thagorick dream in a wood. But it is not 
material now which way it was; For whe- 
ther way foever, in procefs of time, after 
thefc funs had ihone through the univerfc 

R r 2 with 
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with a free light, fonic of them being ia- 
veloped with fpots grew perfe6lly opakc, 
and being fuck'd in by their neighbour 
yortices became plamts or earths. 

Euift. Thefe are, it may be, thofe ex- 
tinB funs or cold funs that * Parmcnides 
the Pythagorean taught, adding alfo, that 
jBicn were generated out of the fuii; mean- 
ing furely thefe cxtinft or cold ones^ that 
^ere turned into earths otfianets. 

Cupb. That's t pretty obfervation, Eit 
ifton 

fJyL Ay, and a:n handfome confirmation 
alfo of Bathynous' dream, thiat the rife of 
the world was not merely mechanical^ but 
Jpermatical or vi/o/ ; this Parmenidcs be- 
ing a Pythagorean. But this is not the pre- 
fcnt bufinefs. I pray you return to your 
province, Cuphot>hcon, and bring t4gs 
to a conclufion. 

Cufh. The coftclufion is maiiifcft of It- 
felf: that if the world did not commence. 
fo early as I have defcribed, fith it was 
poflible it might do fo, (but infinite myri- 
iads of years later,) that the infinite good- 
nefs of God is not the meafure of his PrOr 
vidcnce, but that he has been infinitely 
lefs good than he might have been to the 

world 

* Diog. Laert. in vita Parmen, 
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5|^oi*ld and to human fouls, if they hav^ 
contluued but fix, thouland years. 

Sopbr. This is finart indeed, Cupho- 
phron. 

Cuph* I iovc what I take upon me, So- 
phron, to. do it throughly ^xAfmarily. What 
fay you to this, Philotheus ? 

Pbiloth. I fay you have charged flout- 
ly and home, O Cuphophron j but I fliall 
make the force recoil again upon your 
own breaft, if ypu will but freely and in* 
genuoufly anfwer to what I demand. 

.Cuph Ilhall, Philotheus. 

Pbiloth. Was there not a firft fix thou- 
fand years of duration from the beginning 
of the world, fuppofing it began fo tiri;iely 
as you have defcribed ? • 
. Cuph^ According to my hypotiefis it be- - 
ganJuromeverlafting, .and therefore the. 
numbering of years from this time to that 
wilLhave no exitus. We Ihall never come . 
to the firft fix thoufand years. 

Pbiloth. 'that's true, O Cuphophron ; . 
but you anfwer craftily ,.and yet you plain-- 
ly imply that there was a firft fix thoufand > 
years, tho^ we cannot come at them : but v 
that is becaufe we begin at the wtong^^ 
end. By the fame fallacy you iiiay con-, 
elude that there is not a laft fix thoufand- 
years, beginning your account from ever^ 

Rr3 laftin^ , 
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lading, as you call it, "becaufe your ntim- 
bring will find no exitus to us. And yet 
ve are, fuppofe at this moment, in the 
lad moment of the lad fix thoufand years ; 
and fo we fhail be -always of fome lad fix 
thoufand, or at lead have been fo in fuch 
divifions. 

Cuph. That cannot be denied. 

PbilotL Wherefore, Cuphophron, pitch 
your animadvcrfion on the right end, that 
is to fay, on the beginning of this iixfinite 
duration, as you fancy it, I mean, on 
that interval of time wherein all the whole 
univerfc was either lactd *or tranjparetif^ 
there being nothing hmfum then accord- 
ing to your Cartejian hypothtfisi no 
earths or planets : was that time infinite ? 

Cupb. I mud confefs it feems to me in* 
credible that it was fo. Metfainks within 
lefs than an infinite y^r/>j 6f time fome of 
the funs fliould be ihv^lopcd vrith fpots, 
become comets ^ and* afterwards eartis or 
planets. 

Pbiloth. Well then, if that interval of 
time was finite, it had a finite number of 
fix thoufand years. 

Cupb. Of fix thoufand years repeated^ 
you mean, Philotheus. 

Philotb. I mean fo, and would from 
thence infer, that there is mod evidently. 

therC" 
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tker efbre in that finite btervftl a fiift £x 
thoufand years as well as a laft. 

Cupb. It feems impoffible to be othet^ 
wife. But well^ ivbat. of all this^ Philo» 
theus? 

Phihtk. Let us fancy now ourfelves, O 
Cuphophron, or any other rational beings^ 
philoTophizifig at the end of thofe firft fix 
thoufand years immediately fucceeding 
tibe moil early commencement of the world 
that was pomble, (for you pitched as high. 
as pofUbly you could } and entertaining 
themfi^lve^ w'ith the very difcourfe ^c 
are now upon ; would not they with your* 
felf notwithftanding conclude, that the 
world might have been n^ade aa infinite 
feries of time fooner ? 

Cuph. Not if they knew it (as wc fop- 
ppfe It) made as foon as poifibly it cout4 
be. 
-Hyh Very well anfwered, Cuphophron. 

Sophr. It is too well anfwered. This 
* Cuphophron has a mifchievous wit with 
him when he is fet upon*t. 

Cupb. I told you, Sophron, I love to 
do all things fmartly. 

Pbihtbi I pray you do, Cuphophron, 
and tell me farther^ whether the Ancient 
of days was then but of fix thoufand years 
continuance J and whethec thofe difpu- 

tants 
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tants lire ^eak of, imlefs it had been toU 
them by Divine reyi^lation that the tvorld 
began ^% fooa as it could^ woiild not Qin- 
fidently have conceived it might have be^ 
gun an infinite yirnVi oftime before ; and, 
la(Uy^ whether ve knowuig by Divine 
revelation that the world began about fix 
ihoufand years ago,, it may not for all that 
have commenced as ioon as poflibly it 
could; and God, who is omnipotent, 
could as early cresMie planets 4is funs or 
ftars, and order all things as he is faid to 
do in fix days creation^ or as we fund them 
to be at this day. - 

: HyL Anfwer, Cuphdphron : why do 
you gape and Hare, . ^d fcratch yoi»: 
head where it itches npt I 

Cuph. I pray you, Hylobares, take 
your province agaiQ, if you will, and 
manage it yourfelf : I have enough of it; 
. Hpr. Why, what's the jo^atter, Cupho- 
phron ? . 
, Cnph I am confounded. 

Hyh I am coAvinced. 

• Cupb. Convinced afore-hand, I war- 
rant you, at all adventures, before Phi- 
lotheUs has '^ made any conclufion. What 
would he infer from all this ? 

• Philotb. That tho' with the holy fcrip- 
tures.we admit^ as all orthodox people do, 

that 
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•.that the world was created but about fix 
.tfipufand years ago, yet, for ought wc 
kfiow, it was created as foon as it could ; 
and therefore Hylobares his allegation, of 
.the pofSbility of the world's being created . 
an infinite feries of time fooner, is of no 
Validity againft our affertion of the ixqul- 
fite goodnefs of Providence, which I have 
contended for all this time. 

- XXX Vr: Hylobarcs his cxccfs of joy and high fttfefeaioH 
•tQuching Fiovidesce, fion the difcourfe of Phiki- 
^ ^ theiis. 

HyL I, and your's is the vifl:ory, Q 
admired Fhilotheus, but mine the triumph. 

£2$ fi^o [jLOUf x) re^TCOiJiou, xj yju^oyicu^ 

Philop. What's the matter with Hylo- 
l)ares, that he raps out Greek in this un- 
xifxiat manner ? What is it that he fayy, 
?:ui{ter? 

EuiJ?. It h a broken fentence of a 
tranfported Barbarian in ^ijiophanes^ O 
how am If leafed! htrt^ am I delighted? 
how am irejoicedy and could even dance 
for joy / 

Philop. I fuppofc Hylobares fpeaks 
better Greek than you Mngti/hy or elfc 
'tis as barbarous and rude as the Biirbarian 
himfelf. ' • • 

' Eutft. I know irfiat you mean, Philo* 

poliS| 
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polls, I humoured it on purpofe to the 
BarbarianV Greet. I am rejoiced is as 

good Engli/b as '^eu^fjiou, is Greei^ if" 

we will believe the criiicis* 

Hjl Euiilor IS got to his fapleft critteks 
again : bat I am brimfiiU of the pleafure 
of hnportant things aod notions. O happy 
Philopblis, that brought us to this confo- | 
jtnce! P thrice-blcied Biiiotheus, that 
has fo divine a g^t efeafing the minds c{ j 
the ferious. in their anxious perplexities 
about the mod concerning siiattets \ . j 

PBihf. I am glad PhUotheus hi j 
vrought fo great a cure. 

HyL A cure, Pbilopolis? it is more 
than a pore* I am not only at perfe6l eafe 
touching all doubts about Divine Provi-* 
deuce, but in an ine&ble joy and extafy, 
rapt jnto paradife upon earth, hear the 
muiick ot heaven, while I confider the 
harmony of God, ofreafon^ md the uni^ 
yerfe^ fo well accorded by the ikilfui 
voice of Philotheus. How lightfome is 
mv heart, iincc my mind has been eafed 
pt thcfe perplexities !; how tranfported are' 
my fpirlts, how triumphant and tripudfr 
ant, that I am ready 'even to ikip out of 
toy ikin for joy ! 

Cttfb^ If yp^ be fo dancingly merry, 

Hylo* 
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HylobareSy you would do well to call for 
a fit of mufick : I have provided an inftru- 
ment almoft; as high as your raptures. Mu« 
fick job'd to this mood will put you upoa 
a rare pin indeed- 

Sopbr. Hylobares wants no aid for the 
increafc ofhisjoy, but rather for the re* 
gulating of it. rot in my apprehenfion he 
is in a very great emotion of mind. 

Pbilotb. Melancholick perfons are 
iametimes in fuch a condition upon fuch 
like occafions ; truth being to the eye of 
the foul what beauty is to that of the bo* 
dy, very tranfporting, 

Stypb. I believe a folemn leilbn on the 
Tbeorbo v^ouXdL finely compofe him, and 
Bathynous I know has ikill on that inftru- 
ment, and can fing to it. 

l?biloth. You fay right, he can. I pray 
you, Bathynous, give us a caft of your 
ikill. 

Batb. I am a very forry mufician, to 
venture to fing in fuch company. I fing 
fometimes and play to myfclf in the dark 
fome eafy fongs and leflfons, but have no( 
the confidence to think others can be 
pleafed with fuch mean mufick. 

Cupb. You may play and fing in the 
dark here too, Bathynous, if you will. 
The moon's light comes not fo plentiful- 
ly 
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ly through the leaves *f the arbour as td 
aifcovcr whether you bliifh or no, in cafe 
you fhould be out. Come, I pray- you^ 
be confident. 1*11 reach you the Thearh. 

Batb. I pray you, feathynous, let's 
kear what you can do. I know it will be 
grateful to riy lobarcs. 

Hyl I fiiall like a fong of Bathynous 
his chufing^ I know it will tiot be impe^ 
ttncnt to ourrprefent ptirpofe. 

Bath 'Tis an excellent VTheorho^ Cu- 
phophron : It defervcs a more Ikilful hand 
to touch it than mine. How fwect and 
mellow, and yet how majeftick, is the* 
found of it ! 

HyU O how that flourilh chamis my 
f^irits ! you have a very good baod onthe 
lute, Bathynous. 

Batb. V\\ fing you a good fong, Hylo- 
bares, tho' I have but a bad hand, and a 
worfe voice : and it fliall be out of your 
ov/n beloved hobbling po^, ^he pbHo/b'' 
pher^s dey^tiott. 

Hyl. None better: I pray you let u& 
hear it. 

XXXyil. The philofophcr*s d<;voti©n. 
Bath. St»g aUmi, hit fraife rthearft 
' Wbtihatb made the utii'ver/e. 

He the houndlefs heaven hias ^reaJ, 

M the iMtal orbs has kned ; 

He that onOlympu bfgh^ 

^endshisfocks'witb'watchfuleye. 
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^Midft eath' /lock for t9 refide, 
^Thu as round a^out they ftray^ 
^oucbetb each nuitb out-Jtrttch*driij» 
Nimbly tbey Md on their ^way^ 
Shaping ont their night and day. 
Summer, ivinter^ autnmn, Jpringi 
Their inclined axie bring. 
Never JlacA they, none re/piret, 
trancing round their central fires* 

Jn die ordh as they move* 
Echoes /ibuf// be gently drove 
7hro* beav*n^s vafi holUivmefs^ 
Which unto all corners prefs ; 
Mufick that the heart ^Jove 
Moves to joy amdfportfid love. 
Fills the lifiening Jailors ears 
Hiding on the *voandring ^hears* 
Neither Jpeech nor language is 
Where their voice is not tranfimfs^ 
Cod is good, is wife* // ftrong* 
Witaefo aU the Cteatmre-throng ; 
Mi confefi'd by every tongue. 
Jill things hack from vwence theyjprmg^ 
As the tbankful rivers pay 
What they borrovjed off the fia. 
Nmw nvffilfl do refign : 
Take mo whoU, Idll am thine* 
Save me 9 God. from felf-defite. 
Death's pit, dark helFs raging fre^ 
Envy, hatred, vengeance, ire: 
let not luft my foul bemire. 
^itfrom thefe thy ptaifs lllfing. 
Loudly fv^eep the trembling firing. 
Bear a part, O Wif(knC s fons^ 
Freed from vain religions. 
to 9 from Jar I you falute^ 

S s fweetly 
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Sweetly warh/tfif mimjf Jttte^ 
InJi'a, Egypt, Jratieg 
Afia, Greece, and Tartarie, 
Camul'troBe andLihanou^ 
H^ith the motmiains of the mwjt. 
From nvheftce muddy Nile doth ruft. 
Or ivhere-rver elfeyou ivone. 
Breathing in offe*uitaI air. 
One tve are, tho'* diftant/ar. 

Rife at once, iet'^t facrifiee 
Odours f*weety perfume the Jkiei* 
See hotu heavenly lightning firts 
Hearts enjiam*ui nvith high afpir^ I 
MlthefuhftdnceofourfsMU • 
Up in clouds ofincenjk rBlls. 
Leave *we nothing to wrfeliHS^ 
Save a voice, vjoat neediue elfef 
Or an hand to vaear and tire 
On the thankful lute or lyre. 

Sing aloud i hispraife rehemrfit. 
Who hath made the univerfe* 

HyL Your, judgment is very fouocl, O 
Sophron ; this folemn leflbn on the theor- 
bo did not fo much increafc my pafHon of 
joy, as regulate, cftablifli, and fix it. Me- 
chought I was placed in the third heavien 
all the while I. heard (b fweet an itiftru- 
nient, fo lively a voice, and fo exalted 
philofophy and morality joined together in 
onp harmony. 

Cuph. You yrz% a very great way off 
then, Hylobares, if you mean the Carte- 
fian third heaven. 

HyU I mean an higher myftery^ Cupho- 

. _ phron« 
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phnin. A man maybe in the Cartefian 
Ihird heaven, and yet be as filly a fellow 
as I Wflfs Before I conferred \^'ith Fhiloche- 
ua. 

- Fhihp. You are the moft rapturous and 
extattcal company of people, that ever I 
' met with in all my life ; a kind of 'divine 
'madnej^y I think, rules amongft you, and 
the enfcacy of your converfc is able to 
make othci-s mad' for company. I arm fure 
when PhilotHeus comes to my beloved 
theme, ifhe manage it with the like fuc* 
'Cefs he has done this, it will hazard my 
-being- at leaff inwardly as much tranfporr* 
cd as Hylobares, Whkh I would willing* 
•ly try tO:morrow more timely in the after- 
noon, betwixt three and four of the clock, 
becsufe my occaiions will call me next 
layout of town. 

P6ik^i: I am • forty to hear of your C> 
fuddeti departure, Philopolis ; but we fhall 
pot fiiil at that time you appoint to give 
you the meeting here. 

: XXXVni. The hazard and fuccels of die fore-gotng 
difcourfe. 

.' A^M Ahdl ^iape-PhilQ!theus.wiH ma* 
nage your.theme, Philopolis, with a Aiore 
fieddy and fecure fuccefs^than that of Hy- 
lobares. For the trmh is,I have had many 
an aking heart for you in all this doubtful 
• * ^ !^ p s 2 b^ifpu 
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difpute ; your hardtaeft {#a»e4 tOr«ur'i|t 
reprovablc u% theirs whu^ when they mlf 
fecurely Hand oo the £rm laod* or.fafdv 
pafs over a (Irong-built bridge, will chvfi: 
to commit theoMlvei to tome weather* 
beaten cock boat^ when the wind is Teiy 
cough and the w^ves high acd tofllng, oor 
\y out of a carelefa wantonnoT^, or 4^ie 
to confiifl with daoger, Mct^oiigtit evcar 
and anone I faw the boat rcfidy to to^e 
over, aikl yourfelves put to i^^m for yoar 
lives, or drown* 

Pbil^. But IVqvidenfic did nttOTtlkHf 
Jy aflift her fo ear»eft ai^ (lieftiottate ad^ 
vocate^ O S<^lvoi|i 

Sofir^ She did, aad I heartily cmgnl^ 
tulate y OUT fafe amval «o Imd. 

Cupb. Byt this is but a dry 'Md inefieck 
tual congratulation, O Sopbm^ Come^ b6> 
^ te^^bem «i* a gl#fs Mpoi^ okMot^ to 
comfort thdir <hitt 6<)«rt9:4yRier tte petfl dT 
their fliipitrreok andrfad jfeaiflormik Koldi 
I*llopen the bottle.. 

XXXIK. The prifiMwacetC iatdMiHl jogr toilRe Hat 
vhkh is fenfual. 

l^U Stvy'^iM \mA\ DOiphopfaton* 
Tliera^s none lb chill or JxAAi m lieart » 
you imagine. I Amfure I am aU^oy aad 
warmth l^ishout the help of any fucfa !» 

_ . jQtpi, 
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. Cl^fj. if: maj be ypufiiQ over-hot^ Ify- 
iobares ; S^ck is good even in ipxcrs^ and 
it is not^unlUkielj but that a glafs of it my 
cool youk 

^ i^/. All ttic heat tilptjJL have at. t^is 
time, be h never £0 nwci^ hioj^ed 
«nd diyiu^y thi^ I will not jdimiftflnhj^ tl)^ 
leaft degree upOQ oay pretence. 

Fhilopi I pray you^ Cuohopfavot)^ Iceej^ 
your bottle entire till AtM>t^er tim^ .£ per- 
ceive k la Xkoyf utterly needlefts, a^d yovf. 
li^or is too good to be call away ip vjaiiti^ 

/JMiii^ We «U. overflow widiludi 
/O Cuphopiimi* asuo j;^fireftrt4 .^Mftjcail. 
{>tocure^ stpK increftj^ hoe 9ug)it to 1^)8^* 
ittflu i 

i&i^. !&ideed I think m^ 4o^ PhU^ 
v^eus; I \ifauld not didnk a gltdf^ of iiiH^ 
4iow^ noAQtfi>rfoity pousidjBU; . 
- Q^Iu I Ittvo not the luck ^ tf it,t]b||^ 
dme to ciontttbute to .1^ .{deafiiMt^ .4^ ^ 
cxcelbmt company In any thao^ imy mvtf 
itfelf J>eing aa ic^efianeow aa my Mafoft- 

Hyt O dear Cuphophron, be not yoy 
-foUiokoias j»yucl&dgrtbefe thaB{([s« * I'U aG 
'fine y0u^ your, perfomiaoee uras marvisjr- 
Joiid noUe, and wi»thy the great. :pafy 
«id . wk of jQiphophrom 

Cf^b. ^Tis ccomfottAJg circumftancifc 

that 
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' tharthc cetifiirc of Hylobarcs is fo fzio^ 

' able, whofe humbctr h to abtife me m 

' what-evcr is or is hot abufcaUe. But I 

profefs to th^c, Hylobarci, I was never 

lb confounded in dl my IHe as in that 

*pornt of tbfi world's pofllbili^y of beii^ 

^treatcdfroffr everlafting. I ani pcrfeftfy 

puzzled in it to this very day. 

" Hyt. Why, I pritftee, Cuphopbron, how 

many hours, or rather minutes, is it finds 

that confulion firft furpnzed thee ? 

XL. That there is an ever-antlcipatrve etemitjaiul iaez- 
ttiBiiiiabfe amplitude that tire pioper-to <he Deity oaly. 

Cuph. My imind bas^ been fo jumbled 
between tme and e^ernky^' that I think I 
can fpeak fenfe in neither. What a mar- 
•yellous'thifig is this, thatGod^ who was 
^bmnipotent as fdon as he was, and ^ip 
was from all eternhy, and co\ild create 
'fimsj$xA imtices wkhin a. moment that fie 
^Wffs bmnipotehf, 3rbt fhould not be able to 
create, the world fb fooo, bat ^ that there 
would be an eternity, of duration hecei&n- 
ly conceivable befqre the world's qea- 

Sath, . Yes, Cuphophfon, aaii this maf- 
-velloully anticipating^ eternity is the pro- 
per aUd neceflary eternaP duration of Gsii 
which nothing can reach or exhauft ; ^ 

ihot inmo/i exienfm . ot mnfliiudc iR^^ 

* vill 
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wll neceflarily remain after we have ima- 
gined all matter, or what-ever elfe is rc- 
moveable, removed or exterminated out 
of the world, is to be looked upon as the 
permanent exj^anfton or amplitude of the 
radicd ejfenttality of God. 

Cupi. This IS obfcurum per obfitsrius^ 
Bathynous ; but doubtlefs it is an higher- 
nietaphyfical point, and a man ought to 
mufter up all ms ixietaphyfical forces that 
would grapple with it. This is a noble 
game for me alone by myfelf to purfuc in 
my arbour* 

Pbihp.Ot on your pillow, Cuphophron; 
tot it is very late. And therefore, courte- 
ous Cuphophron, we'll bid you good* 
night. 

Cuph. You fay well, Philopolis, it will 
not be amifs to confult with one's pillow, 
arthe proverb is, and fleep upon't. 

Phihp. Gentlemen, you'll remember the 
appointed time to-morrow. 

PhUotb. We will not fail you, Philopo^ 
Us* 
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